


LETTERS 


OF 

MADAME DE S^VIGNfi 

TO 

HER DAUGHTER 

AND 

HER FRIENDS. 

AN ENLARGED EDITION, 
TRANSLATED FROM THE PARIS EDITION OF 1806. 

IN NINE VOLUMES. 

VOL. VJII. 

LONDON : 

PRINTED FOR J. "WALKER j AV. OTRIDGE AND SON; 
WILKIE AND RORINSOX; MIIITB AND COCHRANE; 
J. CUTHELLj CADELL AND DAVIES; LACKl^NGTON, 
ALLEN, AND CO.; LONGMAN, HURST, REES, OKME> 
AND BROWN ; J. RICHARDSON j BLACK, PARRY/.'AND 
^’NGSBURY; j. MAWMAN; SHERWOOD, NEELY, AND 
JONES; GALE AND CURTIS; AliD R. BALDWIN. 


1811 




LETTERS 


or 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE, &c. 


Letters with an asterisk before the number 
are new Letten.] 


LETTER DCCCU. 

’ ROM M\DAME DE SEVICNE TO MADAME DE CRICNAN 
Parisy Wednesday, Febniarj 9, 1689. 

Our two Grignans are returned, and I am delighted ; 
their absence was tedious to me : your son is rcry hand** 
some ; 1 scarcely dare tell you so, as 1 know it does you 
harm. lie is quite at home at court, is in raptures al 
0* iiig there, and is beloved by every one. The cheva* 
her is perfectly satisfied with him. You are in the rights 
to prefer so many good qualities to the height of his 
person ; but he is not short: he will, at least, be as tall 
ai tho chevalier ; and his Agure is, indeed, very agreeable 
and noble. 

The abbe Tetu returns you a thousand shanks fo|: 
your kindness; he has taken his vapours to Versailles; 
he has mentioned me to madame de Maintenon, respect- 
ing the representation of Esther : she gave him a moire 
favourable answer than I deserved: 1 shall go to St. 
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Cyr on Saturday or Tuesday, I shall ‘^peak of yuo, and 
pity you for not being able to see this miracle ; there will 
te one every year to coasoie the absentees. 

Fritlay, February 11. 

I have informed you how well pleased M. de Charost 
is Vith his master, and his master with him; and 
M. de Lauzun’s assertions have done no harm to 
$iay one but himself ; be is nevertheless admitted as 
lirfore ; he is indebted for this, it is said, to the king of 
J^lfland. Esther continues to be performed. Madame 
deCaylus*, who was the Champmelec of the performers, 
is not to act any more : niie w'as too good and too aflect- 
ing an actress; nothing but the pure simplicity of these 
little innocent soa)$ is required ; 1 will give you a very 
good account of every thing. The journey of madame 
dc Chaulnes into Britany, is neither certain, nor near ; 
I wUl inform you from time to time of the situation of 
titk.fpuir. 

JMademoiselle d^Arpajon is now madame de Rouci : 
is no talk of mademoiselle de la Marck's raar- 
^lit^;with any one. Coislin’s nuptials have not yet 
^ken place, ikh child is vety difficult to christen. You 
are too humorous upon the subject of your disagreeable 
sermon ; it was enough to bare set the convent on fire : in 
Provence, you are obliged to listen to strange preachers. 
We Were under no uneasiness with re'spect to the 
tCifdioess of the courier; bot we admired the chance 
;tliat made him fail us on the very day that we w'ere 

• M^tne de Caylus, daughter of M. dc Villette, wm, according to 
thc^Ai(iUiOfi of Britany, the niece of in&dante de Mainienun. Her iSbn- 
t»eattn* written very pleaMotlyf are % faithful representation of the court 
of France at tbit period. Racine htmtelf requested Uiat she might talce 
fhe part of Esther, and when it was thought neceuary for her to reaif r 
it, ^ wrote for her the beautiful prologue of Piety* 
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more desirous than usual of receiving your letters; this 
made the chevalier say God is God* 

Nothing, my child, is more certain than that all your 
illness proceeds from too much writing ; you are awaro* 
of this, but you will not own it. You should walk alittl^ 
and take the air when it is fine weather ; you have sqib 4' 
very pleasant hours there, as we have here, and now, 
for instance, it is very mild : the month of February ii 
much finer than the month of May ; it must then 
quite warm at Aix : let me advise you to take exereW^ 
for it is death to be always confined to your box of n 
closet : the bare idea of it stifles me. 

I supped last night at M. de Lamoignon’s with the 
duchess du Lude, who was returned from court, ma- 
daine de Coulanges, M. de Beauvais and M. de Troyei. 
During supper, mademoiselle de Meri disguised your 
>on w ith sonic old black petticoats, which were put on 
so w ell, and made him appear such a whimsical figure^ 
that every one attacked him : he w^ent to 
wiio talked to him a good while without knowing hioi, 
as well as M. de (Juartres ; he answered every one 
smartl 3 jii this will give him confidence, thott|^ m 
truth, the chevalier will tell you he does not want it. 
Adieu, my best and dearest child ; you are going to 
Marseilles, wlujre you will see, in my opinion, the 
finest prospect in the world. 
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LETTER DCCCLIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, February 14, 16S^. 
You dwell too much upon our uneasiness : it was not so 
extreme, when we found that no one had received letters 
from Provence, and we drew no other inference from it, 
than that the courier was not yet arrived. It is true, we 
were not pleased with your sore throat, and less so in 
the beUvy night-dews of Aix than elsewhere, and that 
we were anxious to hear from you ; the arrival of your 
letters gave us great pleasure ; all this is very natural, 
and what you would have felt for us in the same case. 
You told us you had been to blame, that you had walk- 
ed in the rain, which gave you cold ; we ystre of your 
opinion# and as we took your word for your being to 
blame, we scolded you ; upon this you sc5ld us in turn, 
and we scold you again. We are far from dissuading you 
irom walking; quite the contrary, my dear child ; walk 
a nd take exercise, breathe the fine air you are in, do 
not be always immured in that dark palace^ nor in 
that box of a cabinet. Use your horses, or they will 
suflfer as well as you: but shut yourself up when it is 
cold, when you have a sore throat; above all, do not 
repent of having informed us truly of the state of your 
hmdth ; we love truth, and therefore, my dear child, do 
not deceive us. M. du Bois, who is madame de la 
Fayette’s physician and mine, wants to be yours aiso ; 
be w’aats to write to you, to prescribe bleeding in the 
foot, 'and then to take periwinkle tea, which will reslort* 
yduf health and purify your blood : this, he says, is 

• M. de Grlgoan lived st Aix in tlic old palace belonging to the ccririi 
of Provence. 
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iound tmtment and a sure remedy. What grierta ma 
most is, the deplorable state of your castle, as well frOm 
the violence of the winds, as the folly of the coadjutor, 
which is as fatal as the storm. How absurd is his con- 
duct! to build and pull down like children, who are 
taught to work upon a little piece of canvas ! He does 
exactly the same ; he turns your house upside down ; it 
is a little camp de Maintenon, the air of which will not be 
less fatal. You should really come to Paris, as there is 
no place where you are in which you can be secure, t 
do not believe M. de Grignan will suffer you to pass the 
summer in so disagreeable a situation, so destructive to 
your comfort, and so injurious to your health. 1 thus 
tell you freely what I think, that some place of safety 
should be procured for you. But what says M. de Gri» 
gnan to this folly ? I do not believe such conduct can be 
paralleled, to come and overthrow the castle of his 
fathers, and make it uninhabitable. I am going to write 
to M. de la Garde, I am persuaded he will be 0f our 
opinion. 

I will not yet think of the departure of our poor 
Grignans, this sensibly affects me. I admire with you, 
the chevalier’s resolution : the God of hosts will support 
him, for nothing less can, Madame de Chaulnes in« 
forms me, that 1 shall see Esther, that madame de Cou* 
langes is to accompany me to Versailles, and that we 
shall have her equipage, for I go only upon this condi- 
tion. I therefore restore the chevalier to his liberty, 
who was to have taken me after dinner : he is going to 
pay his court ; I am delighted to think he can do sor^ 
but grieved that it must be by forsaking this little apart- 
ment, which is the only thing that makes this dismal 
hotel de Carnavalet bearable and alive : when he is away, 
every one keeps to his cell. Adieu, my best and dearest 
child, I embrace you a thousand times. Good ‘'“ivens. 
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how npidly do yoor seniiments p«8s into niy hcwt 1 
Jioir truiy are aii your interest mine ! 

LETTER DCCCLIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Buris, Wednesday, February 16, 1689. 
theyalier is still at Versailles, but I expect him 
erening. The marquis dined with me the other 
\day ; I conversed a good deal with him, and I can as- 
you, with much satisfaction. There is an air of 
^ troth and modesty in all he says, which does not in the 
least resemble the style of those thoughtless youths, 
who always appear fools or liars. He related to me all 
the fatigues of his journey to Philipsburg, which were 
very great; little d^Auvergne had the fever for four 
days, from mere weariness ; the marquis is strong, and 
43ear8thi8 first trial with great courage; he told me his 
other adventures, gave me an account of ail the blows 
that were given on each side of him, and the contusion 
^ he received ; and this, without ostentation, with a cool 
; composed air of veracity, which is highly pleasing. 1 
, love to converse with him, and lose no opportunity of 
doing it; be sopped yesterday with M. Turgot, and 
feome young folks, at the rich little La Martilliere’s ; he 
returned at midnight He is gone to the horse-market, 
being wholly taken up with his company ; he w ill w rite 
luyou to-night: he loves you, and knows your extreme 
ilRbctton ; you do nothing for him to which he is not 
as sensible as you can possibly wish ; it is not even ne- 
cessary to rouse him upon this subject. 

I'dined yesterday with mademoiselle ^ei^oileau; it 
was a company of wits; the abbe de Polignac, the 
mbl>6 de Rohan> bis doctor, abbe David, and Corbi- 
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nellL After dinner they discussed, very pleasantly^ 
the philosophy of your father Descartes; it was witl^ 
gresLt didicuUy they could cot7Jf>rehend the motioa God 

gives to a 6a// that is pushed by another; they would 
have it that the first cointnuiiicated its motion, and 
know iiow the abbe PoJignac and Corbinelli excldU||(y|^ 
upon the occasion : this diverted me, and brought mjr 
dear little Cartesian to my remembrance, whom ev|^ 
1 could urulcrstand so readily. From thence I went tt 
madame dc la Fayette’s, where, by good fortune, 1 
only M. de Pomponne and M de Barillon : we speW 
two hours very agreeably, and the more so, as we ati|^ 
seldom so fortunate. They say that the English parlkH^^ 
ment has made the prince of Orange king, becaosia 
the former king has deserted bis kingdom, and broken 
the treaty hetxveen sovereign and subjects; that his flight 
is an abdication: that they are determined to render 
the throne elective ; and that the parliament would no|j 
allow the princess of Orange to be queen: these were 
the reports of yesterday. The chevalier will bring tit 
news from Versailles. Some say with regard to 
king of England’s apathy, that by hearing him talk^ j|; 
is easy to guess why he is here. 

I shall not go to St, Cyr with M. de Lamoignon wi] 


madame dc Coulanges, till Saturday; they have pro* 
niised to return with me. I shall give you an accoui|| 
of this journey. Madame de Chaulnes has ceasead ,!^ 


talk of hers; all 1 know is, that she will be ^ory, glll% 
to take me with her ; I leave her to disentangle her oww 
thread. 1 shall seal my letler to-night, after the 


valier’s return. 


Elgin o’clock at nigkt. 

The chevalier is not arrived. I suppose he w isbos to 
slay till all the general officers are named, that he may 
know the destination of each. I have seen miidanie de 
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Cbaulnes and Qiadame de Coulanget; they are in rap- 
tores with Esther. The first embraces and loTes yoo^ 
and wants to take me with her into Britany ; she will 
ask your leaye; hot as she is here on bosiness, she will 
ssnt set out so soon as was expected. Madame de Cou- 
jtog es has ayenged your cause with madame d’Estr^es**^. 
IShe told her« finding her silent upon the panegyric of 
Bsther> ** You certainly^ madam^ must haye renounced 
praise of erery kind« since you do not praise this piece.’’ 
Madame d’Estrees is in a great rage with madame de 
Coulanges^ who desires you to console yourself at not 
ffeing praised by this lady» as she does not praise Esther. 

LETTER DCCCUY. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, Fdmiary IS, 1669« 

^HE cheyaller returned last night in tolerable health ; 
;he has an intermitting cold, which appears to me a 
gimty humour disguised. The marquis, after haying 
.giyen orders for his equipage, is, in turn, going to pay 
^^is court, (and to spend the three flesh-days at Ver- 
fiailles. Madame de Coulanges is returned from thence 
^d from St, Cyr ; she was perfectly well received 
;there, was seated next to madame de Maintenon, and 
has laid in an additional stock of praises and news. She 
fwill return there with me to-morrow ; we wait for an 
r^swer, for the throng is so great, that 1 shall not think 
.1 am going till 1 am really upon the road. 1 informed 
you of what madame de Coulanges said to madame 
d’Estrees; the scene passed at M. de Croissi^sj the 

. • Maric-Marguerite Morin, wife of Jean count d’Estr^, manlial 
and vice-admiral of France. 
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n whole company burst into laugh, which disconcerted 
the lady marshal, and emboldened madame de Cou«> 
ianges, who said in a low voice to M. de Char6st: 

Think of her never praising madame de Grignan anjr^ 
more than Esther.” Presently the conversation turned 
upon M. de Charost’s flames. Madame de ConlangOi 
mentioned madame de Brissac*, and you. His taste 
was approved, and poor man! was reiterated. Madame 
d’E<3trees was applauding madame de Brissac's wi^ 
when madame de Coulanges observed, ** that as to." 
wit, madame de Grignan was as much superior to heo 
• as madame de Brissac’s eyes were superior to madame ^ 
de Grignan’s.” Every one agreed in this, and madame 
d'Estrtcs was again disconcerted. Canaples afterwards 
said, he had never seen any thing at all to be compared 
to you in beauty, that madame de Mazarin was of 
the same opinion, and that he had heard her say 
twenty times, that of all the faces she had ever seen, 
none pleased her so much as yours ; that yon had 
every grace, and every charm : this again was agreed 
to. Madame d'Estiecs did not dare open her mouth, 
and this mute lioness, xiith her paws across, like the one 
you formerly saw, appeared so novel a prodigy, that 
no one could help talking of it, and madame de Con* 
langes was complimented for a miracle, which i^othing 
but her vivacity could have wrought. Madame d’Es- 
trees complained, in a whisper, of the reproach she had i 
received about Esther, and that it was intended as an 
afTront. It must be owned, indeed, that madame do 
Coulanges is an ungrateful woman, for the lady marshal 
never lore her eyes out. 

The chevalier has written to you respecting *Eng- 

• . 

* Gabrielle>Louiss de Saint Simon, duchett of Brimc, died February 
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we expect to hear what they have done, afu r 
said that their king vras no longer a king from 
the time he left the kingdom ; we want to know whe- 
ther they have elected another. 

Nine o’clock at night. 

At length we have received some news from England, 
which is very favourable. The prince of Orange is not 
yet master : things are not done in such haste, and w'ar 
4ri!l not be declared in a moment, as it was supposed. 
It wdll not be so dreadful this year, as w^e are only upon 
the defensive: but you will have many pangs, many 
needless apprehensions, and you will not be diverted 
from them ; you will not for a moment turn aside 
from the dragons, which I see are ready to devour 
you, and w^hich, on your account, almost devour me ; 
but our dragons will not bite, for I find, my dearest 
child, that I shall go into Britany with.madamc do 
Chaulncs; many leasons induce me to take tiils jour- 
ney, besides th( -e which gratify my heart. I must ne- 
cessarily make some arrangements about the estate I 
^ have there, and which will dwindle to nothing, unless 
the capacity of the abbe Charier and my presence can 
restore it. I must therefore have the courage to under- 
take this jouiney, at the risk of my life, and the price 
of my afTection, which would naturally make me flyr 
^ my dear countess, to you. 

LETTER DCCCLV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, February 91 , 1689. 

It is certain that wc are separated from each other by 
a grievous distance : this is enough to make us shudder; 
but what would it have been, if 1 bad added tc It the 
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road from hence to the Rocks or to Rennes ? This, how- 
ever, will not take place so soon. Madame de Chaulnet 
wishes to see the teraiin 2 ition of several affairs, and I 
am only afraid she will set out too late, considering my ^ 
intention of returning next winter, which 1 must do fair • 
several reasons ; the first of which is, that I am con* ^ 
vinced M, de Grignan will be obliged to return on ac- ^ 
count of his knighthood, and you cannot take a betteir 
opportunity to escape from your falling, uninhabitable 
castle, and come and pay your court a little with the^ 
knight of the order, who w'ill not be a knight till that 
time. I paid mine the other day at St. Cyr, much more 
agreeably than I expected. We, that is, madamede"^ 
Gou lunges, niadame de Bagnols, the abbe T^tu, and I, 
went oil Saturday, We found our places kept; an of- 
ficer told mud line dc Couianges, that madame de Main- 
tenon iiad (TcU rcd a place for her next herself: you see 
hat honour is paid her. “ You, madam, said be^- 
“ may cluose.’' 1 placed myself with madame de 
gnols, in the second row behind the duchesses. MarshsA^ 
de Belh loud came, and placed himself by choice at my 
right hand, and bthu'c us W'ere the duchesses cBAu-^ 
vergne, de Coisiin, and de Sully. The marshal and I 
listened to the tragedy wnth an attention that was re- 
marked, and bestowed some praises in a low voice, that 
were very well placed. 1 cannot tell you the extreme 
beauty of this piece : it is a performance not easy to/ 
represent, and is inimitable : it is the union of mu8ic> 
poetry, binging, and character, so perfect and complete^ 
that there is nothing we wish to alter. The young la- 
dies who represent kings and great personages, seem 
to be made on purpose. It commands attention, and 
the only unpleasant circuniataace attending it rs,.that 
so fine a production should at last end. Every thing in 
it is simple and innocent, sublime and affecting: the* 
sacred history is so faithfully adhered to, as to create 
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respect ; all the airs corresponding with the words, which 
are taken from the Psalms or Ecclesiastes, and inter- 
woven with the subject, are singularly beautiful ; the 
taste and attention of the audience are the criterions of 
the merit of the piece. I was delighted with it, and so 
Wat the marshal, who left his place to inform the king 
Jtow much he was gratified, and that he was seated next 
to a lady, who was very worthy of seeing Esther. The 
king approached our seat, and having turned round, ad- 
dressed himself to me: I am told, madam,'' said he, 

that the piece has given you satisfaction." I replied, 
with perfect self-possession, Sire, I am delighted ; 
what I feel is beyond the power of words to describe." 
‘The king continued, “ Racine has great talents." I 
replied, " Sire, he has indeed ; and so have these young 
people : they enter into the subject, as if it had been 
their sole employment." Ah ! that is very true," he 
rejoined. And he then retired, leaving me the object 
of universal envy. As I was almost the only new spec- 
tator, the king took pleasure in observing my genuine 
^ll^miration, which was without noise or parade The 
^prince and princess came and spoke a word to me ; 
madame de Maintenon flashed upon me like lightning, 
and then retired with the king. I answered every one, 
being in one of my happiest moods. We returned at 
night with flambeaux. I supped at madame de Cou- 
Jang^'s, to whom the king bad also spoken with an air 
of affiibility that made him appear fascinating. I saw 
the chevalier at night. 1 related to him very naturally 
my little felicities, being unwilling to conceal them 
without a reason, as some people do. He was pleased^ 
and here 1 conclude upon this head. I am sure he did 
not afterwards find in me any ridiculous vanity, or the 

a By mentioning the cireuBittance to which the believed she wit 
indebted for thit little fiivonr of the. king, she proves tufficitmly 
wu not so much elited with it at has been pretended. 
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i*an»porU of a vuJgar country bumkin* Ask him; 
/I. de Meaux talked to me a good deal about you, and 
so did the prince. I pitied you for not being present } 
but how was it possible ? one cannot be every wherer* 
You were at your opera at Marseilles. As Atys is not 
only too happy, but too charming, it is impossible you 
could have been tired with it. Paulina must have been 
surprised at such a spectacle ; she has no right to wish 
for a more perfect one. 1 have so pleasing an idea of 
Marseilles, that I am persuaded you are amused there ; 
and I will back the dissipations of that place against 
those of AIx. 

But on that very Saturday, after the representatioil 
of Esther, the king was informed of the death of the 
young queen of Spain *, who was carried off in two 

* Maria- Loitlba of Orleans, daughter of Monsieur, and of Henrietta" 
Aitnc of £n«Und, his first wife. , 

Madame de la Fayette says in her Memoirs, tlmt the queen of Spa^ 
was poisoned by a cup of chocolate. Dangeau affirms that it waa by an 
eel pie. Madame, in her Lettres Originales, maintains that dx ptMtOl 
was comroiiuicated by raw oysters. 

Voltaire has denied this poisoning, os well as several others. It wm 
a system of the historian. But he only conAites Dangeau's acconnti 
who had said, that three of the queen'a women ^bad died in consequenof 
of eating of the same dish. Against this detail, ha brings forward » 
spectable authority. 

Madame de la Fayette, who, in the life of Madame (Henrietta Od 
England), had not dared to confirm the opiuion of her having died b] 
poison, joined with Voltaire in that of the queen of Spain, daughter oj 
this princess. 

Tlie evidence of Madame (de Bavi^) would be stronger, if the wen 
not so partial, and did not show heraelf so ready to give credit to ewi] 
crime. What she adds, that it was two of the queen's French waitlD| 
women who poitomed her, it very improbable. 

She says, however, that it was the earl of Mansfield who procured Um 
poison ; a drcuoutaiice which agrees with the common report of *tha 
period. 

• fact, all the Ictten and mtvaoin of aonteskponxy wiiten agree ii 
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days, by a violent vomiting; this has very much the air 
foal play. The king informed Moijaieur of it the next 
dBy, which was yesterday; gi^at was the grief upon 
occasion ; IVIailame wept bitterly, and the king re- 
in a flood of tears. 

L 

ft is said there is good news from England ; not only 
tiSbt prince of Orange is not elected king or protector ; 
“"tnit be is given to understand, that he and his troops 
bave nothing to do but return: this shortens our soh- 
: cHude. If this news should gain ground, our Britany 
win be tn less agitation, and my son will not have the 
. mortification of commanding the nobility of the viscoun- 
ty of Rennes, and the barony of Vitre. They have 
chosen him, against his will, to be at their head. Any 
one else would be greatly elated with this honour ; but 
he is vexed at it, not liking, under any title uhalevcr, 
to take tlio field in that way. 

Your son wtnt to Versailles, to amuse himself dining 
the carnival ; but l:e found the court in grief for the 
queen of Spain. He would have returned ere this, if 
his uncle were not upon the point of going to meet Lira. 
Tliis is a very melancholy and mournful caiiiival. I 

thit the council of Spain, ckvotecl to the emperor and ihr pi incc 
^ Orange, «nd resolved to enter into the league against France, wished 
to remove a queen, who was too "ood a Frcnrliwiunan, and wlu), go- 
neroing her husband, wab too great an olistacle to the jnojects of 
llutt had been formed. 

It ia true, that such a report, at the moment of the breaking out of 
hostilities, cannot pass for an historical proof; but it must be owmed, 
^ihit H very nearly resembles truth. 

» We ney also say, that the recital of the duke St* Simon, who hail 
been ambassador in Spain, not only confirms that of Madame, but adds 
many circumstances to it. According to him, the luantess de Soissons, 
ssho was then at Madrid, administered the poison, suborned by the rail 
ef Mansfield. (See the note of the letter June 27, 1676, on the death 
of the first Madame, and the letter of the 10th of May, 17OJ1 which 
fi»Uowi ia the ovder of hi date.} 
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flipped last night at M. Camus's, where I met the da- 
chess dn Lude, rtfadame de Coulanges, madame de St. 
Cermain, the chevalier de Grignan, M. de Troyes, and 
CorbineJIi. We were very gay; talked of you wh|| 
great regard, esteem, and regret for your absence; irii 
short, w ith a lively remembrance of you : you wilt oos^ 
and renew these feelings. 

^ladame de Durfort is dying of a malignant fever, mA 
madame de la Vieuville of the smalUpox. Adieu, my, 
beloved child ; of all the provincial commanders, be WBf 
inured M. de Giignan’s situation is the best. 

LETTER DCCCLVr. 

TO 1 HE SAME. 

Paris, Ash- Wednesday, Februrry Q3, 16S9* ; 

My dear child, the life you lead at Marseilles delight 
me. I love that city, which resembles no other in the 
world. Ah! how well 1 understand Paulina’s ad mim^ 
tion! How' natural, how just, bow novel, all her surprise 
must be I How pretty I think her ! how pleasing to me il 
the mind which my fancy gives her! It seems to me 
that I love her, and that you do not love her enough. 
You want her to be all perfection. Did she engage tik 
this when she left her convent? You are not just: wtw 
is there without faults? Do you, in conscience, expect 
her to be free from them ? Whence can this hope ariiei 
It is not in nature : you wish her then to be ^ prodigum 
prodigy, such as was never before seen. If I were wUt 
you, I think I should do her some good offices, merely 
by correcting your imagination a little, and by asking 
you, if a young girl, who thinks of nothing burpleaa 
ing you and improving beraelf, who loves and fear 
YOU. and who has a ureat share of understandinGr. 
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not of excailenoe? These are the dic- 

tates^ my heart in favour of nty dear Paulina^ whom 1 
love, and whom 1 entreat you immediately to embrace, 
lor my sake. Add to this her good conscience, which 
snakes her renounce the compact, when she sees the 
Joggly perform their necromancies. This life, though 
l^jreeable, must have fatigued you : it is too much for 
youi my dear child; you go to bed late, and you rise 
early: I have had apprehensions for your health. The 
reason 1 do not talk to you of mine is, that it is as 1 
ivish yours to be, and that I have nothing to say upon 
the subject. 

' You think of me always too kindly : your reasonings 
arc good respecting my journey into Britany ; I will 
consider of it ; and if madame deChaulnes docs not go — 
for how can we tell ? we must see how the orders stand 
.—if she does not go, I will go by myself to Nantes, 
where I will send for the abbe Charier, as it is impos- 
•ible to leave the estate there any longer in its present 
. confusion. We have time enough to consider, till liaster, 
for we shall not think of setting out dining Lent. I be- 
lieve 1 told you that we supped last Sunday at IM. le Ca- 
^ l&os’s, the lieutenant of police : on Monday we supped 
ia a friendly way at M. dc Lamoignon^s, with Coulanges, 
Wild the abbe Bigorre; on Tuesday at madame de Cou- 
"’langes^s with madame de Chauines and the Divinities, 
without ceremony, and retired at eUwen. This morn- 
ing 1 was at mass, and am now writing quietly to my 
beloved child. Such is the life of your poor mamma, 
whilst the chevalier and Puss are at Versailles, where all 
amosemeDts have ceased, out of respect to the sorrow of 
Monsieur and Madame *. This poor queen of Spain, a 
year older than her mother, has died, in a strange man- 

* Eluabeth-Chorlottei psktine the BiuDC, mother*iB-l«w of the 
iluteD of Sptui, 
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ner^ us she did : she wis taken^ on the 10th of this mouthy 
with such ^excessive vomitiDg, that no medicine could 
afford her relief^ and till the 12th at noon> when the 
died, she had not a moment’s respite. M. de Rabenac 
writes, that nothing is more worthy of admiration than 
her courage, resolution, and sentiments of Christianity j 
that she told the king she bad no regret at quitting life# 
that she was dying a natural death, though she had just 
before said otherwise, like the late Madame * ; but, like 
her too, she repented having said so : in short, no men* 
tion is made of poison ; a word that is forbidden at 
Versailles, and throughout France : but the poor prin* 
cess is dead, and this is a real loss in the present state 
of our affairs. Those of England are strangely 8pK>ken 
of; after great opposition,^ that madman, the prince of 
Orange, is elected king, and has been crowned: the 
contrary report prevailed a week ago ; hut thus it is vrith 
the English. 

Madame de la Vieuvillef is dead of a mortihcation, 
surprised, no doubt, to hnd herself so soon by the 
side of her faiber-in-law at the Miuimes (of the Place 
Royale). 


LETTER DCCCLVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, February 25 , 1689. 

Our two Grigtians returned from Versailles, an hour 
after I sealed my letter. The chevalier will inform yon 
how this little captain took his leave, how graciously 
the king regarded him, and how he was questioned re- 
.•^pccting his company, and his journey to Chalons. lie 

• Sec the note in the p^^ceding letter. 
f Anne Lucy de la Mutte-Houdtncourt. 



IS 


LETTERS f)F 


Will hnre the honour of departing the first, and of setting 
4B^xampie. This zeal in a young norigejavery be- 
contng ; he jests very prettily with those who ask why he 
goes so soon ; he tells them he has a colonel who drives 
hrtm ; the colonel * defends himself very well on his 
part; and I can assure you nothing can be better, or do 
them so mtich honour at so little expense. He has no 
business here : is delighted, and eager to become a 

good officer ; he will have time enough to rest himself 
at Philippeville, and his horses also; and he will be 
quite fresh when he begins to march. 1 am become 
quite avaricious of this Puss; which, you know, is al\\ays 
the case uhen the time of departure draws near. He 
takes his meals with me ; I shall lake him to dine with 
madame ue Chaulnes and madame de Coulanges, to bid 
theni adieu, and shall husband the seven or eight days 
we have still to be together. Now, my dear child, do 
not ramble to a distance to seek anxiety ; do not allow 
your fancy to make you uneasy ; there is no reason for 
it at present : your son will be as well in his garrison as 
here ; it is but fifty leagues off. 

Talk to me of yourself, my dear love : your life at 
Marseilles appeared to me very agreeable. For my 
part, 1 acknowledge I should not have sense enough to 
be dull and weary in the midst of the sincere demon* 
strations of respect you rect ive in your government : the 
chevalier and 1 never agree upon this head. I know 
that this must be too much for a constancy, and you 
must come and shake it off a little in this part of the 
world: but I have many in my eye, who would not 
think these honours, paid once a year by persons of 
rank and quality, at all disagreeable. I have seem them, 
and have been surprised and atfe'ered : but every one 
bashis taste. 1 will stake the pretty whirlwind of iMur* 
• The chuvallcr d«* Gri<;iian. 
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with the knights^, the opera, and the jngglcnt^ 
not forgetting Paolina’s astonishment, against the visits 
an(J the ladies of Aix. Tell rae who are your ladwt of 
the bedchamber ; for there arc always favourites. 

Tlje king of England is going over to Ireland ; tfau^ 
at least, k the report : but 1 vouch for nothing this 
year ; it is the •harvest of lies. Ths court goes into 
mourning to-day for the queen of Spain. I shall finish 
this letter to-night, after I have received yours. 

Here comes your letter of the 13th, my dear child ; 
^but say nothing to M. de Grignan, for he would laugh 
at me. I am delighted to find that you are arrived at 
Aix ; I recollect there is a vile precipice which extends 
a great way along the road, and which makes me ill to 
think of it. Your leagues arc Insupportable ; it is as far 
from Marseilles to Aix, as it is from Paris to Meaux ; 
this, I maintain; 1 therefore thank you for informing 
me of your safe arrival. You must have been very 
much fatigued in having to sup with the archbi* 
shop, instead of going to bed. I am sensible of tho 
pleasure you give M. de Grignan, by appearing in 
public with so good a grace : this complaisance entitles 
you to as much from him. He w^as fearful here that 
you should bury yourself at home, and be plunged in 
grief; but I said to him, ** Let her alone, sir, she will do 
nothing amiss, nor any thing ridiculous:*' ^nd, in fact, 
the manner in w hich you live is noble and full of good 
sense, considering the situation you are in. How do all 
these wonders agree with you ? for they must beattead- 
cd with some bodily pain. I persevere in the rcsolutio!^ 
of going into Britany, though my heart strongly -in- 
clines me to visit you : but I am not w'orihy of being 

• When raadame de Sd%ign<:^ was at Marseilles in 167*2, she consider- 
i ihf* nuoierotis officers of the g.illoys (i^inost all knights of Ma-lta, ^k)\o 
aruc to see M, de Grignan) as one of the chief ornaments of that city. 
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your mother ; you would hftre been a true Roman^ with 
the loi^ you bear your country. Adieu, my best love> 
adieu, my dearest child. ] could write till to-morrow ; 
my ideas, my pen, my ink, every thing flies ; but my 
ktter must go to the post, and 1 must not overwhelm you. 

The king of England has dined here with M. de Lau* 
mu; after dinner he visited Mademoiselle. It is said 
he is going over to Ireland, and that be has given the 
order of the garter to M. de Lauzun. 1 shall answer for 
nothing this year, but that 1 love you dearly. 

LETTER DCCCLVUL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, February 28 , 168 f* 
The chevalier went yesterday to Versailles to know bis 
fate; for, not finding himself m the lists that have ap- 
peared, be is anxious to know, whether he is reserved 
for the dauphin’s army, which has not yet been men- 
tioned. As he has said tbai be was capable of serv- 
ing, he has a right to think that he has not been for- 
gotten ; at all events it will not be his fault ; he ig one 
pf the best. It is certain that the king of England set 
out this morning for Ireland, where he is expected with 
impatience: he will be better there than here. He will 
traverse Britany with the swiftness of lightning; and 
go straight to Brest, wliere he will find marshal d’Es- 
tr^es, and ships and frigates ready ; he takes with him 
50,000 crowns. The king has given him sufficient arms 
for.10,000 men. As his Britannic majesty took leave, he 
said with a smile, " That arms for himself were the only 
things that had been forgotten:'* our king gave him 
his : the heroes of romance never did any thing more 
gallant than this action. What wiU not this brave but un- 
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liappy king do> wilh arms that hav'c ever been victor 
rioas f Behold him then with the casque and cuirass of 
Rinoldo and Amadis, and ail our most celebrated knights 
, errant; I wilt not say of Hector^ for he was unfortunate. 
There is not an offer that can be suggested, that out 
king* has not made him ; generosity and magnanimity 
^have been carried to their height. M. d'Avaux * is to 
go with him ; be set out two days ago. will ask 

why M. de Barillon + was not the person. The reason 
is, that ‘M. d’Avaux, being perfectly acquainted with 
the affairs of Holland, will be more useful, than he who 
is acquainted only with those of England The queen 
has shut herself up at Poissi with her son : she will be 
near the king, and the fountain-head of intelligence. She 
is overwhelmed with grief, and suffers from a nephritic 
complaint, that makes it feared she has the stone : she 
is really to be pitied. You see, my dear child, it is the 
rage of talking, that makes me write all this ; the che- 
valier and the gazette will give you better information 
than 1 can do. Your son has lived with me ; 1 never 
leave him, and he is satisfied. He is going to take 
leave of the little mesdemoi8ellesCa>telnau ; but his heart 
has yet no attractions : his duty and his regiment take 
up all his time ; he is delighted at the thoughts of going, 
and of setting the example to others. There is no par- 
ticular object yet in view, no place to be besieged, nor 
any battle to be fought ; we are only to stand upon the 

• John-Antlioiiy de Mvsnieb, count nephew of Gsudiusde 

Mesmes, also count d’At'aux, both celcorated for their superior ttlesti 
in negociatioD, and for uncumraon quahties of heart and mind. 

M. de Barillon had been ttmba%.aflor to England. 

J The reason assigned here for the prefen nee that was given to M. 
d*.Avaux, ii not the true one : d'Avuux had the merit of having foreseen aqjd 
’ every etent iluit liappened, whereas de Barillon had the uiis' 
be wrong in every tiling; this was the real cause of the pre< 
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MwitiTe ; boi then lo powerfully upon the defensive^ 

» mke oor aientes tremble : never did a king of France 
M 300,000 men on foot : such tpectacles were confin* 
i to the kings of Persia ; every thing is new, every ^ 
tong miraculous* 

1 went with the mmnjuis yesterday to take leave of 
marlaibe de it Fayette, and to sup with madame de Cou- 
langeir. J sometiaies take him to M. de Pompoflne^s, 
tometirnes to madame de Vins^s, and the marchioness 
liPHoxelles^s : to-morrow he will go to madame du Pui- 
du-fou’s and madame de Lavardin's ; and will then wait 
for his uncle, and set out towards the end of the week. 
Bnr, my dear child, do not be cast down at this journey, 
for it merits no other name at piesent. Let us talk a 
little of Paulina, my prettt^ amiable little grand-daugh- 
ter ; 1 could never have supposed she was of an unto- 
ward disposition, I thought her ail svtcetness. But do 
not dishearten her ; she has sense, she loves you, she 
loves herself; she wishes to please; this is the waj* to 
amendment, and I assure you it is not in childhood that 
we correct ourselves: this is the work of reason ; vanity, 
so fatal in many instances, is admirable in tins. Endea- 
vour therefore to reason with her, without anger, with- 
out scolding, without humbling her, for these are revolt- 
ing, and 1 will answer for it, that you will make htr a 
little prodigy. Consider this as an olFair of honour and 
conscience ; teach her to be clever ; it is a great thing 
to have inclination and capacity, which she has. 

Esther is not yet printed. I had a great desire to say 
a word or two about you to madame de IVIaintenon; it 
was at my tongue^s end : she advanced a step or two to 
speak to me ; but as the king, after what I told you had 
passed, withdrew to his apartment, she followed him. 1 
had only time to evince my thanks and acknowledg- 
ment by gestures : it was a whirlwind. M. de Meaux 
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®inquir^d after your health. 1 said to the prince as be 
r passed, " How I pity those who are not here!” he 
kbard me, but every thing was in such bustle, that it 
was impossible to arrange an idea, Racine is going te 
'V rite anotlier tragedy ; the king has acquired a taste 
for ^eatrical productions, and nothing else will be seen : 
hut the history of Esther is singular; neither Judith *j 
‘Ruth, nor any other subject, could succeed so welL 
Madame de Cbaulnes is gone to Versailles ; perfaapi 
she is to assist her sister-in-Javv f in receiving the queen 
at Puissi. Nothing has yet transpired with respect te 
Bfitany, Ave must wait till the commandant is appoint 
ed J. You arc very happy that no one comes to assist 
you in the execution of your office. M. de Grignan will 
give chace to those demons §, who issue from the moun- 
tains, and then return to their holes. There are many 
in Languedoc ; IM. de Broglio || and M. de Basville^f 
are in pnr-'Uii of them ; they disappear like ghosts ; you 
likewise see aimies in the provinces, that will not be of 
the least utility. 

Tlie k n;^ of England yesterday invested M. de Lauzun 
,\vith the Older of the garter ; a kind of oath was read, 
which constitutes tiie ceremony; the king placed his 


• The ahlnj IVtii Bo>er subject of Judith, and even assisted 
hira in a work worth} of the charming ejugram of Kucinc, ending with 
these lines ; 


Jc plourc, h<ilas ! pour ce pauvre Holofeme, 

Si mcchainment mis a raort par Jndith, 

I weep, alas, for this poor Holoferncs, 

So wickedly put to death by Judith ! 

f (Hiarlotte d’Ailli, i.ister of M. de Chaulnes, prioress of PoissU 
t The duke de Chaulnes, or marshal d’Eatr^es. 

V The Hugonots. 

Commandant In Languedoc, 

•1 lutendaot of liSBguedoc. 
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collar on the other aide of oors, and a St. CSeorge, Uiat" 
be had from the late king hU father, which ia set with 
diamonds, and worth at least 10,000 crowns. White 
the king of England was at Mademoiselle’s, M. de Lau* ^ 
aron went to madame de la Fayette’s with this ornament ; 
snadame de la P'ayette gazed at the blue ribbon, and as 
she knew he had not that of France, she did not com* 
prehend this masquerade ; she was silent upon the sub* 
ject, and so was he. At length he began to laugh, and 
told her what had passed. The king of England must, 
however, think himself obliged to him, since he treats 
hhn so well. The king told M. de Lauzun, that this 
order was not to exclude his own : he will therefore# 
that they may not cross each other, put the order of 
France under his coat, and let the St. George hang to his 
side by a blue ribbon. This little man’s star is very ex* 
imordinary. 

Eight o'clock at night. 

1 am just returned from M. de Pomponne’s ; I have 
heard him reason upon the present state of affairs, he 
thinks that all the high mountains are coming to a level. 
The Irish business goes on admirably, and so com- 
pletely occupies the prince of Orange, that there is no- 
thing to fear upon our coasts. Even the lords, who 
have elected the prince of Orange against their will, 
have protested against the violence of the lower house, 
alleging that a king cannot be elected until the throne 
be juridically declared vacant. All this is very good ; 
no vigorous measures need be taken : if Spain were to 
declare, we should arm rather upon the side of Paippe* 
lune and Navarre than of Flanders, as this would be a 
most certain means of gaining the latter. In short, it 
appears that we are so strong and so powerful, that we 
have nothing to do bu. to keep in our places, and make 
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good appearance. Let this he your mode of reason* 
ing, till, least, you sec something to the contrary 
. and Jet not your trouble begin too soon ; it is a pity tc 
waste your grief in this manner. 1 wished you hac 
been present at this conversation. This is all the newi 
I have heard. The chevalier will come to-morrow 
The abbe Bigorre has just informed me that the presi 
dent Barantin fell down dead this morning while sitting 
in his place in the grand council. Adieu, dear child 
do not amuse yourself by answering me with a ion( 
letter. Consider how many sentences there are ti 
whicli you have only to say amen. I have a thousan< 
friendly compliments for you from M. de Lamoignon 
madame de I^vardin, and madame de Mouci ; ever] 
one is still proud of your remembrance. 

LETTER r^CCCLIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, March 2, iGsa. 

Tors DAY is not an indillercnt day to Paulina 
1 cannot help scolding you, my dear child, for not hav 
ing sent her prettily to the good Langlec’s, to dance j 
little with mademoiselle d’Oraison : what harm wouh 
there have been in allowing her this little pastime? . 
.im sure this dear child is interesting, tliat she has { 
good air, a good carriage, and even eclipses more ris 
gular beauties. I scold you also for reading all you 
letters before you go to bed. I know it is scarcely pos 
sible to keep them till the next day ; but you must cal 
culate upon not sleeping, for there will often be manj 
things in them that will create disagreeable thought^, 
nor would it be a wlui better* if they contained nothing 
but reflections and nev^s: before the imagination has 

VOL. VIII. 



2t> 


LETTERS OF 


sifted the contents, the night is gone : as you know all 
this to be ^rue, settle the matter for the benefit of your 
kealth. I toerfe my marquis yesterday to madame du' 
Pui-du-fou^ ; she grows very old. M. de Mirepoix, 
^ho had been there once before to see me, came a se- 
bond time, and each time his w’hole conversation turned 
Upon his condescension in marrying to please his family. 
The little puppet is dying of the spleen in this dreary 
abode. 4 afterwards went to madame de Lavardin’s, 
to whom I remembered you : she embraced your son 
Beveral times; she loves you dearly, and so does nia-, 
dame de Mouci ; but this last is in the third heaven; 
she has lost a sister, who was a nun, for wiiorn she had 
very little regard : I sliall make your compliments to 
her and her learned brother^. The chevalier arrived 
last night, and is very well ; he will be employed, but 
he knows not yet in what country ; I admire his cou- 
rage. Your son is a very agreeable and a very pretty 
fellow ; he already manages all his aflairs, gives orders, 
makes purchases, and keeps his accounts: it is a pity 
his father had not done the same. The clievalier will 
inform you wliat our king said to the king of England 
at his taking leave ; ** Sir, it is with grief 1 see you de- 
part ; yet 1 never wash to see you again ; but if you 
return, be assured you will find me the same as you 
leave me.’^ Could any thing better have been said ? 
He has loaded him with every thing, great and small ; 
two millions of money, ships, frigates, troops, officers, 
and M. d’Avaux, who makes, upon the occasion, one 
of the most brilliant figures in the world : I will venture 
to say, that there is no one who would not be proud of 
the employment, who would not think it worthy of a 
man thoroughly acquainted with business, and capable 

* AcluUes de Harlay, attorney-general, and aftcrwarrls first 

president in the parliament of Paris, iu November, 1689. 
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af giviivf? ad V ire : if M. tie Barillon is not sensible 0f 
this, he is very ha]>j>y. 1 now come to the nnnutiae, 
such as toilets, camp-beds, services of plate, plain and 
^i!t, arms for his person, which are the king’s; arnMt 
for the troops in In land, and those wdio go with him, 
who are very numeious ; in short, generosity, magni- 
ficence, and magnanimity, %vere never so strikingly* 
displayed as upon this occasion. The king is not will- 
ing that the queen should go to Poissi : she will see 
very little company ; but the king will take care <i£ 
her, and she will receive news without intermission. 
The parting t)f the king and queen of England rent the 
hearts of all the spectators ; nothing but tears, sighs, 
laineiUaiions, and svvoonings, were to be seen or heard, 
which is very eay to be comprehended. Such is his 
destiny ; he has a good cause ; he is the protector of the 
true religion, and his courage will allow him no other 
alternative than conquest or death. 

Did 1 inform you, that the president Barantin died 
upon his seat in the great council two days ago ? 'He 
dropped down dead suddenly. Will his wite, who 
laughs incessantly, laugh on this occasion ? The good 
I.a Troche is dead ; nritc to his wife. Madame de 
Xesle is brought to bed of a sun ; 1 know not whelhoi 
the XL'o<:dcock is ])leased with it, for she has now* OD 
love for any one b’ll the count de Alailli, who is gone 
w4lh the king of I nghnul tu Brest: this oflice wooh: 
have done honour to a duke or a ]>nnre. M. de Dunu 
has been receiv'd a ilakc in pailianunt, and ii 
about to command the thicst unuy that e\or was seci 
m France. 

I am just rauMjr’d fioni madanie de la Fayvite’s 
where I found M, Cuemin, M. de la Troussc, and thi 

* Jatic tk* Monchi Mtintcavrcl, ''grAndmother of the d 

Nrslc, uml liij T o' houi.. coun: dc Mailll. 

c 2 
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duke (I'Estrees; the conversation was political. M 
d’Avaux is ambassador extraordinary to the king ol 
' England : be has the care of the troops and the finan- 
ces; in short, he is the soul of the undertaking, and 
the man in whom all confidence is placed. I dined 
With your sonatmadame de Chaulnes’s, who desires tc 
be remembered to you in the kindest manner ; we shall 
not set out till after Easter. Ah, my dear child, no- 
thing attracts me to Britany but business alone ; nei- 
ther my son, nor his wife, is now at the Rocks ; they 
have an attachment to Rennes, where their mother is, 
My son will, perhaps, be with these noblemen. The 
retirement and solitude of the Rocks arc no longer agree- 
able to them ; they will remain there out of complai- 
sance to me, and 1 shall giye them all their liberty in 
the month of October. I have not the least doubt that 
you will come this winter to Paris with M, de Grignan; 
I shall, however, be with you, be it where it may. 1 
think M.de la Rochefoucault*s maxim is true, which 
says, ** Afflictions are thrown equally into every con- 
dition of life:” some, however, appear very grievous 
My dear child, adieu : you iSake me laugh, when yoi 
say you have no longer any wit ; you imagine yoc 
have no further occasion for it; but knock ever sc 
gently at that door, and you will find it answered. Dt 
not hnd fault with your letters, they abound with 
happy turns and brilliant ideas. 1 embrace you a thou- 
sand times. 
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LETTER * DCCCLX. 

fROM MADAME DE SEVIGNH, TO THE PRESIDENT DE MOUL^ 
CEAU. 


Wednesday, March 2 , 1689. 

What things, sir, may not be said ! what a period in 
tlie history of our monarch is tlie manne r in which he 
has received the king of England ! the presents wilt 
which he has loaded him in setting out from hence foi 
Ireland ; vessels at Brest, where he now is, frigates 
troops, ofTicers ; the count d’Avaux as ambassador ex 
traordinary and adviser, and who is also to have tin 
care of the troops and money ; two millions on his de 
parture, and as much afterwards as he Avants ! Beside 
these great things, he has given him his arms, his hel 
met, his cuirass, which cannot fail of bringing goo( 
fortune to him. He has given him anus sufficient fa 
ten or twelve thousand men. And as to little convex]^ 
ences, they are innuii|||fable : post-chaises admirabb 
made, calashes, carriage and saddle horses, services c 
gold and silver, toilets, linen, camp-beds, magnificexi 
swords of state, swords for service, pistols; in shorl 
every thing of every kind that can be thought of 
and in embracing him as he bid him adieu, he sai 
to him, You cannot say that I am not adected l 
your dt pariure : I own to you, however, that I wis 
never to see you again: but if, unfortunately, yd 
should return, he assured you will find me as'you leav 
me.” Nothing could be heller said, nothing more just 
generosity, magnificcnco, magnatiimity, were'liev< 
exercised as they have been by his majesty on this o( 
casiori. * 
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We hope that the Irish war will be a powoiTuI diver- 
sion, and prevent the prince of Orange from torment- 
ing us, by de^nts upon our coast ; and thus our throe 
hundred thousand soldiers, our armies so well stationed 
every where, will only serve to make the king feared, 
without any one daring to attack him. 

This is a time of political discussion : I should very 
much like to hear you talk over these great events. I 
enclose the opinion of a respectable upholsterer on the 
questions, respecting furniture, of madanie de Moul- 
ceau ; but, whatever he may say of a gold fringe and 
double talieties for curtains, and though there are 
many such here, nothing is so pretty, so suitable, or 
BO cool for the summer, as curtains made of these beau- 
tiful tafleties single, and tapestry the same. I have 
seen them at several houses, and admire them exceed- 
ingly : every thing must be looped up, and plaited, as 
he has directed : for the other kind of furniture, you 
must have (lamask or brocade. 

Our friend will give you an account himself of what 
he knows, hut wdiat it is I do not know ; for, since he 
has resided here, I never see h4b j and when I ask hmi 
the reason of this, he replies, that I am too near. "J'his 
pleasantry is a truth. II’ I did not sometimes contrive 
to stumble upon him, when he is leaving the house to 
attend one or other of the tliree or four dinners to which 
he is daily invite/I, he would be a stranger to my eyes. 
P am obliged to wish him again at the fauxbourg de ISt. 
Glermain, to resume the intercourse that has subsisted 
^tween us for more than thirty years. In this con- 
luct, sir, is there any thing that any jealousy can lay 
lOld of? Yours will be fully satisfied. 

xd. de la Trousse has taken a milk diet all t!ie win- 
er, and is much better: it is supposed he will have a 
leparate command in Poiteu. There are three thou- 



MADAME DE SLVIGNE. 


t 

J I 

sand infantry, and all togethiT five or six armies ; but 
no one yet knows precisely what post he is to have : 
^y daughter's is in Provence, mine will soon be in 
Britany. 

The little marquis has a beautiful company in bis 
uncle's regiment : and I shall every where preserve for 
you the truest esteem, accompanied by a regard which 
must make the jealous tremble. 

FROM M. DE COllIilNELLI. 

I RESIDE at tlie hotel de Carnavalet, purely to revenge 
myself upon you ; but it must surprise you to read that 
1 never see her, now' 1 live in the same house with her. 
1 hope you do nut believe this, for it is incredible ; and 
that 3 'oij will consider tlie charge as a wicked artifice. 
The public news is inijiortanb and worfh\' of your ai- 
tention ; but ns 1 am accustomed to Impute every event 
to God, 1 aiiniire him equally in all, and look no where 
else. Ailieu, my friend ; 1 am. wholly yours; jealom^ 
or tranquil, it is all the same. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGN^^ 

A. thousanld respects to your lady ; I wisk I could ren« 
dcr her greater service. 

Does mad ante * * * * dislike the action that is to be 
broujjiht against her? 
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LETTER DCCCLXI. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DE GRIGNAN. 

Paris, Friday, March 4, 1689. 

^ The chevalier and I have been uneasy, since we have 
; found at what time you receive our letters, knowing 
that if you read them before you go to bed, we aftec- 
tionately prevent you from sleeping, just three times a 
week. Tell us the truth ; if you do not, we shall keep 
to this opinion. It is impossible, after having read our 
volumes, supposing they even contained nothing dis- 
‘ mal or disagreeable, to avoid thinking upon the news 
we send you : less than this is suflficient to deprive a 
person of sleep, whose rest is so easily destroyed as 
yours : and, if the quick circulation of your blood, and 
^ the keen air of Provence, be taken into the account, 
I ydu will find, that those who love you most in the 
world, make you ill, and stab you regularly every 
po8t*day. This idea, my dear child, is too well found- 
ed, not to make me uneasy, and admire what injury 
our love may occasion to those who are the dearest to 
ns. This, however, is an evil without a remedy, and 
which must be left to God, like every thing else. 

M. de Lauzun has refused, it is said, to go to Ireland 
with the king of England, but he has hinted, that he 
J might be induced to go, if he were created a duke. It 
; is certain that their majesties of St. Germain spoke of 
this •p I doubt whether this sort of bai gaining may not 
be detrimental to M. de Lauzun. . 

Y(^r dear cliild is again to-day giving orders about 
^ all his afihirs. He is in high spirits, and will set out 
to-morrow, with the finest vvea-Jier in the world ; though 
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it only a journey, I cannot help feeling a weight at 
rny heart. I saw Jarze yesterday ; he is cheerful, not** 
'withstanding his misfortune *; he conversed with me 
for nearly tw'o hours, and related to me all his melaa>^ 
choly adventure. Tlie king asked him the particulars* 
from beginning to end ; it is a very piteous story ; he 
has suffered a great deal, and still feels pain in the hand 
he has lost. 

We have just received your letters of the 25th ; you 
arc very much disgusted wirh the vile sermons : you 
• have, indeed, great reason ; it is a martyrdom ; in this 
respect, your dignity is somewhat inconvenient : but 
must you attend every day? This is a hardship; I 
will lay your complaints before father Gaillard. I some- 
times go to hear the sermons at St. Gervais, with ma- 
(lame de Coulanges, v\ho never loses one; father Soa- 
nen f excellent preacher. Father Gaillard J 

shines at St. Germain de TAuxerrois ; but where do 
they obtain such preachers as hold forth in your coun* 
try ? You cannot hesitate with regard to your return- 
ing at Martinmas ; for instead of going back to Lambesc 
and Aix, you must come and defend your petition; 
you alone can do it ; arrange every thing for that pur- 
pose, I cannot tell you how to act ; but as you have 

* 

♦ Tlic marquis dc Jarz6 had his hand taken o£F by a cannon-shot at 
tlie siege of Philipsburg. 

John Soanen, a celebrated preacher of the Oratory, afterwards hi- 
sliop of Senez. It was he who, more than thirty years afterwards, wa| 
condemned by the council of Embrun, over which cardinal de Tencii] 
presided, an assembly as ridiculous as its president was calumniated* 
Soanen was a very obstinate Jansenist, but, with this exception, a verj 
respectable man, “ This council, this sentence, and particul^ly thi 
president of the council, offended all France; and, at the end of f ^ 
days, not a syllable was said upon the subject.’* 

* ^Voltaire, Si^le de Louis XIV 


I A celebrated Jesuit preacher. 
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long su bustled on impossii)ilitios, you mu'it taK> 

foom this miraculous stock : you see plainly, that you 
must not leave you^work imperfect. I shall then set 
out with the pleasing hope of seeing you in the winter; 
this delightful prospect will comfort me during a jour- 
ney that I certainly do not take for pleasure. 

So you want to persuade me, that you have lost all 
your wit, and that you are now incapable of w riling ! 
but your letters do not convince me ; you must give me 
other proofs, as Bussy said. I embrace my dear daugh- 
ter, and my daughter's daughter : ah, good heavens ! 
this is going a great way : never bring old age or sick- 
ness upon yourself ; you know where this throws mo. 
The chevalier sends you Esther ; let us have your opi- 
nion of it. 

We shuddered at the horrid story of the cri nin d ; 
W'hct a shocking death ! this man is certainly summon- 
ed to the tormo.nts of hell : we n^ay say, with St. Au- 
gustin, If he had ]>t.en one of us, iio would have 
remained v, ith us.*' I wish, however, that a few days 
had been allotved him for repentance, if ho would have 
repenud : it is a dreadful thing to be strangled in the 
midst of blasphemies. 

I 1:TTER DCCCLXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, JMonJay, March 7, lOSQ, 

If you had seen your dear son set out on Saturday, you 
would have wept as well as we; it was impossible to 
help ; but as there is yet no talk of hostilities, we 
dugh t to consider it merely as a journey. He looked well, 
and was in good spirits ; laughed at us, for he is 
wholly taken up with his company, >vhich is in very 
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ggod condition. M. du Plcssis is gone with hini« and 
will take particular care of him, till he has delivered 
him into the hands of his uncle’s officers. All the yoamg 
people follow the good example of your son ; I advise 
you to take courage like the rest, and to believe that 
God will preserve him to you : you stand in need of 
some resolution to complete the business relative to 
M. d’Aignebonne ; this thorn in your son’s foot must 
be removed. You may still see a part of the things 
which you regretted you could not see. Racine is bo^ 
ginniiig a new piece for next winter: it is either Jeph« 
ilia or Absalom*. You will go to St. Cyr, and see M. 
de G.rign'rin received into the order of knighthood ; you 
will, at least, find the queen of England, who will mako 
up to V 'll for not seeing her husband ; and, if it please 
God, vve shall meet again, after having each made our 
ciivuit. 1 can easily conceive that you will feel our 
separation ; I shall tael it very keenly on my side, I 
assure you. I consrler this Britany as a long stretcb^ 
a tiresome journe\, to which budness impels me, Wb 
sliali not set out till after Easier. If we meet wdth any 
thing that will do for your son, we shall not fail to obtain 
it : in short, we shall see what Providence has in store 
for us. 

LETTER DCCCLXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, March 9, 16S9« 

Mademoiselle d^lerac is gone for a few days to 
Feuiliantincs ; there is frequently a coolness between / 
her and madame d’Uscz B ; 1 believe, however, sj^e will 

* It was neither; it was Atluilta, RaclMe*a last production, and hit \ 
best. 

i* Julia-Maria de Sainte-IVIaure, duchaas d^UsciF, 6rst couiia of ma- 
demoiselle d*Alerac. 



$6 


LETTERS OF 


return with this duclicss to Vcrsaiiics : liic {K)or pjri i$ 
not happy> her stars are not so propitious as those of 
mademoiselle de Coisliii*, who seems at piesent per- 
fectly well disposed towards M. d’llenricheraont ; the 
marriage articles were signed on Monday, conditional- 
ly, that if one article were not altered, the contract 
should be void. It was thought prudent not to return 
without signing them, lest the world should laugh at 
their expense ; and this plan was adopted, which ap- 
pears a very strange step, on the day a w hole family 
‘ is assembled, and when every thing in general is satis- 
factory. M. de Coislin is extremely happy in expe- 
dients in time of need. A courier was, however, dis- 
patched to Rome upon this occasionf. 

M. de Grignan’s letter has made me tremble, for I 
can neither bear the sight nor the tlmught of a preci- 
pice ; how horrible, that he will have to pass over one, 
and be continually within a hair’s breadth of a shocking 
death ! I do not comprehend how he can be induced 
to go into a country, where the very bears cannot 
exist. The mesdemoiselles de la Charce are, indeed, 
very pleasantly situated ; what a charming house ! But 
what grieves me is, that 1 fear these demons (the Hu- 
gonots), who disappear when they are terrified, and 
see M. de Grignan, will start up again with the same 
alflicrity as soon as he is gone ; in which case, he w'ould 
have this unpleasant business continually upon his 
hands. The king, in reality, is well served ; neither 
k life nor fortune is considered, when jjis pleasure is the 
Ingestion. If we were as well disposed towards God, we 
5 ^riioiild be saints indeed. 

The chevalier and I have been laughing at the diffi- 

' • Magdelan-Arniandc du Cambout, daughter to Armand du Cam- 

I bout, duke de Coislin. ■ > 

f To obUin dispemtioiu* 
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we had to understand why, at Versailles, you 
returned home to say your prayers. What does she 
mean ^ve ashed each other. Do you understand 
tliis?’^ ** No.’^ ** Nor do 1.*' As if you had been beside 
yourself, or had said one tlnng for anoilier ; in short, 1 
never was seized with such strange stupidity. Though 
I know you are always disposed to devotion upon the 
sabbath, I was so confused by Marseilles and the opera, 
and the throng that surrounded you, that 1 never once 
thought of your regularity in that respect. Indeed, 
my dear child, I think we sliould ask your pardon for this 
injustice. I f)ity y^ou for being compelled to hear bad 
sermons ; this is a real grievance. I hear very good 
ones by fatlier Soam n, at St. Gervais’s, and the abbe 
Anselme, at St. Paui\ but not every" day : this con- 
straint is imposed upon you by the place you are in. 

I acknowledge that if I had to communicate for no 
other reason than external paradt , 1 should not easily 
be prevailed upon to do it ; I u()ul<l rather avoid edify- 
ing fools and ignoramuses, than stake so much upon so 
important an occasion ; for I am sure that the first 
Sunday In every month, and on the twelve or tnirteen 
feasts of the Virgin, are sufficient. Good heavens! 
tell them that St. Louis, who was more pious than yoa 
arc, went to the communion only five times a year. 
But do the Provencals understand their religion ? lUly 
are ail pilgrims, penitents, makers of vows, women 
disguised in diflerent colours. What does your foolish 
woman think of the king of England ? will not Ireland 
allow her a little play ? M. du Bois knows more thailJ 
any man of our holy religion, disfigured as it is ; he ii 
as much displeased as 1 am with the fury of tho hang- 
man, who turned the execution of the sentence into a 
private quarrel between him and the malefactor ; care 
should have been taken, not to let him die while he was 
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uttering blasphemies ; this wus sending him to ptwjsh^ 
ment too visibly and too scam!:4l»>u.'(y : ho s’iould liuvc 
been remanded back to prison, as ]\I. du Bois says ; 
opium slioiikl have been administcTtcl to apj>ease him, 
and time allowed him to retract ; tliis would liave been 
acting conscientiously ; but it is too late. 

You talk of Paulina, as if she had a vocation; yon 
think it such a one as your own, according to the esti- 
mation of the late hi. d\^gen. It may be so, but do 
nnt forget to tell me what she says to respecting 
k; and in v\hat place she fancies she should like to be ; 
the coadjutor v. Ill be a very proper person to examine 
her. It N true, 1 feel an ahection for her: is it l)( cause 
she has some sort of rt semblance to yc?u, even in bci 
imperfeciums r It must be ir.y st o- that h'n(l.‘» me to it ; 
for, besides lliat it very mrely hanpei'^ that we ha\e 
the sam'^ attaclniient for tv;<> pcisoiis, J am veiy much 
afraid that if Paulina i.N \\a\\\ard, . .c ;i 's not, like ) on, 
the friendly and adeclionare <iiN[>()si' which blitids us 
to every thiiig but what is uoc.d and extpiisiie. Some 
day, wy dear child, 1 shall, il it jnea-e (im], judge for 
myself; i:i the mean w hile tell me how she goes on; 
I thought slie was genllene^« itj^elf, witli a di' [)Osilion to 
please, that makes us pitase iuvari ’.biy. 

The new’s respecting M. de Ik auvilliers, INI. de Clte- 
Titfpse, and M. de Lauzun, is the coinage of the year; it 
was circulated here for two days, and probability in- 
^ duced people to credit the report. I sent it to madanie 
I de Coulanges and the duchess de Lude : the abbe Bi- 
i/gurre sent it to me : but M. de Lamoignon would not 
• leceive it ; and it was without foundation. It does not 
surprise us that it was propagated, and believed, in 
Provence. You have received Esther ; its publication 
has produced the usual eflcct; you know M. de Feuil- 
bde says it is a civil petition against the approbation of 
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tbc^pablic : you ivIJJ Judge. For my part, I ar .-wer 
only for the beauty of the representation, \^hich cannot 
be called in 

liie ducliess de Duras* went, tlie day after her mar- 
riage, which was yesterday, to take her tabouret. Her 
husband is going to join hi.s regiment; the father, 
crowned w ith laurels, is at the head of the finest army 
France ever boasted ; the mother is at Besan^on, with a 
dagger in her heart ; and the young duchess, with her 
r.t ilic old hotel de lk)uilh;!!. Madame de No- 
wanted to go i»no Roussillon with her husband 
an 1 the co iiite-s de chef; tfiey are both pregnant, 
and are re'^tncUil till after their coiifiiiement. The 
(lechers do (bMinniont is going to Bearn, I have in- 
fo, mod vMi wlnit a tine eugjioyment M. d*Avaux has 
oh: iii.ed ; in,: long c \n ! e more brilliant. J am wholly 
yours, ray d< ar child ; I accjuit inysel I’ perfectly, with 
r. gaul io you^ of the [>reccpt of loving my neighbour 
as mysclt. 


I.LTTER DCCCLXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pails, Fiiday, March 11, 1689. 

The duke de Chaulncs has paid the honours of his go- 
vernment to the king of England admirably : he had 
ordered two suppers to be prepared on the road, one at 
ten o’clock, the other at midnight; the king pushed on, 
as fast as po-'.ible to the last, at la Roche-Bernard : he 
very kindly embraced M. de Chaulnes, having known 
him formerly. dc Chaulnes wished to eomluct him 
to a chamber to n pose himself: the king said he only 

* Ivoifisa-Magdalen dc l«i Marck. * 

f Daughter of iHary' Fiances de jBournoavillc, duchess dc Nouillef. 
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wanted something to cat ; and was led to a room vvjierc 
the fairies had served up a hot supper, consisting of the 
finest fresh and salt water fish, and every other comfort. 
The company was composed of a great number of the 
nobility of both sexes. M. de Chaulnes presented him 
the napkin, and would have waited upon him at table, 
but the king would not permit it, and made him sup 
with him, as well as several persons of quality. He ale 
as if there were no prince of Orange in the world. He 
set out the next day, and embarked at Brest on the 
sixth or seventh of this month. What a man this 
prince of Orange is, who alone sets all Europe in com- 
motion! what a meteor! M. de la Feuillade expa- 
tiated the other day upon the exalted genius of this 
prince ; iVI. de Chandenier said he would rather be the 
king of England; M. de la Feuillade bluntly replied, 
** Spoken like a man who had rather be M. de Chan- 
denier*, than M. de Noailles 1^^ This occasioned a 
laugh. 

I return you M. de Grignan’s letter ; 1 am terrified 
even at having it in my pocket ; is it possible he can 
have gone through the dangers he mentions ? What a 
pity he had not the superb order^ as it went to Mona- 
co ! Give my compliments to him upon his hair- 
breadth escapes. How do I stand with the coadjutor ? 
We agreed very well at Paris r say what you please to 
him, my dear child, according to the terms upon which 
you are with him ; for I will have no understanding 
with your enemies. 

* Fftneis de Rochechouart, marquis de Chandenier, had been first 
c^>tun of the king’s body-guard; but falling into disgrace, he was dis* 
akned^ and the duke de Noailles succeeded him in 1651. 
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LETTER DCCCLXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, March 14, 1689. 

It is now, my dear child, four o^clock : I dined at ele* 
ven, and shall sup in the evening. I have been solicit* 
ing the gentlemen of the grand council, where M. Gui* 
has been pleased to make us recapitulate all the invin* 
cible arguments in your suit. I was accompanied by 
Rochonf, who shows, from two little memorials drawn, 
up in his way, that there is no contradiction in the 
arrets. He has thoroughly instructed my good M* 
Bailly who is to return to-morrow for our sake, to 
the very tribunal where he formerly made the justice 
of my cause to triumph ; he will not do less for you : 
it calls for vengeance. We divide : the chevalier is on 
his side with Vaiile ; he repeats the fatigues of the war^L 
which I am sure he has very well got over, a&d only 
laughs at this. It is indeed a subject only for laugh* 
ter ; for, if justice be heard, the petition will be treated 
as a foolish, daring, groundless, attempt ; and if the 
petition be received, we will advance our state-letters, 
and you must come this* winter to obtain the victory; 
But M. Gui chases two hares at a time ; on the day he 
presented a petition to the grai|d council, he presented 

• A^eut to madame d'AigueboDDe, with whom M. de Grignan was 
at law. 

•h M. dc Grignan’s agent. 

X M. Bailly, advocate-general in the grand council, a bold magi* 
sirate, liad been, like M. clc Roquesante, the friend of madame de 
vigud, one of the judges of Fouquet who contrtbuted to save him. They 
were both exiled in 1 664, in consequence of this affair : a circumstance, 
said Guy Palin, which was never beii:fe witnessed. 
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another to the fourth court of inquests ; this has excited 
anger and indignation. All your great friends do\heir 
duty admirably, and the chevalier exceeds all praise. 

My dear count, I am rejoiced at your return ; you 
have been in the country of goats, for none but those 
pretty personages can climb such rocks ; the very 
thought makes me ill, I pray heaven, that the demons 
who appear and disappear in a moment, may not often 
give you so much trouble. You would not (ind it dif- 
ficult to defend yourself here against the fury of M. 
Gui, who has no other support than ignoiance, vvorthy\ 
of madamede f, with whom I iiad a conversation 

alone the other day, and who talks as much nonsense 
as ever. I ask the coadjutorks pardon for Kr;i*akn)g thus 
of his old friend ; but she is so uinvcrtliy of that title, 
that I shall no longer check myst lf. This deceitful 
woman is not worth caring for, whichever way she 
turns she cannot ii\jure you. 1 embrace you, my dear 
count. 

1 return to you, my dear child ; I am delighted to 
think you said amen to all the trifles 1 related. You 
have followed my advice ; I am always more gratified 

your writing a few lints less to me, than with read- 
ing your long letters, a pleasure which is alw ays spoiled 
by reflecting upon the injury they do you. I find rna- 
dame de Chaulnes will set out after Easter, and 1 shall 
go very commodiously with her. Be not uneasy upon 
my account, except foif the additional space between 
us, and the interruptiofl of our correspondence for a 
few days. 

I informed you that the tpieen of England was going 
to Poissi ; it was her intention, but the king opposed it. 
I wantied to fly after my letter ; for 1 am always sorry to 
write you untruths* The news of M. de Beajuvilliers, 
• lVIaf3d)ut-de Bury. 
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(le (^vreuse, and M. de Lauzun, was impertinjesitl jc 
^v>ropagited throughout Paris. M. de laTrousse set out 
this morning to take the command in Poitou and the 
country of Aunis, under the orders, however, of marshal 
de Lorges. 1 believe that the chevalier will be in an 
armj^ of France. This is the name given to those that 
are not upon the Rhine. 

LETTER ^DCCCLXVr. 

• FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Paris, March 16 , 1689 . 

It is a long time since I wrote to my dear cousin. I 
have not been prevented by forgetfulness, but by a 
certain chain of little orcupations, which makes us con- 
tinually defer, what, however, we intend some day to 
perform. M. and madame de Grignan are at their 
post de Grignan has taken a frightfully fetigumg 
journey to the mountains of Dauphiny, to disperse and 
punish some wretched Hugonots, who coaae out of their 
h<jks, and vanish again like ghosts, as soon as they find 
pursuit is made after them, and that they are to be ex- 
tirpated. Tiiese sort of flying or invisible enemies give 
a great deal of trouble, of which there is, literally, no 
end ; for they disappear in. ajapment, and, as soon as 
their pursuer’s back is Utmed^' they reissue fron? their 
‘dens. You can havO Itediing me this in Burgundy. 
I believe I am going into Britany with madame de 
Chaulnes, who is to join her husband there : he has 
been doing wonders for these six or seven months. As 
our Britany is full of nobles, who do not like to leave 
t^heir province, he has raised, in a moment, as it were, 
the finest regiment of dragoons in the world. Du Cam- 
bout has the command of it. * He has also raised aa 
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equally fine regiment of militia. The corps the n5^ 
bility for the arriere-ban, is surprisingly grari9 and 
magnificent. This, my dear cousin, is the ’account I 
have to give you of my family, and my intentions. 1 
shall spend five or six months 4n Britany,' where 1 have 
a great deal of business, and shall return again wdth the 
duchess after the breaking up of the assembly of the 
states. 1 think I cannot do better than embrace an op- 
portunity so convenient and so pleasant to me. Adieu, 
my dear cousin ; preserve your Christian philosophy, 
it is a real treasure ; and suffer me to embrace my dea^: 
niece, and you, with all my heart. 

FROM M. DE CORBlNEUit. 

Whatever you write makes me wish you would under- 
take some historical work, which might inform posterity 
of all that passed in your days. Give an account, at 
least, of all that has taken place in France and in Eng- 
land since the arrival of the prince of Orange in that 
island. Bring into it all the political arguments that 
have appeared . in the manifestoes of the two parties, 
and examine the question, whether religion be the mo- 
tive from which all these movements have arisen. 

An Irishman wrote lately to an Englishman, his 
friend, who was at the court of France, requesting he 
would tell him how U|e,|^g had been received there. 
The Englishman ansa^^ bip^^by a verse out of the 
109th Psahn^^ ^ Thc sstid^l^to my Lord, Sit thou 
upon my rjght hand, until 1 make thine enemies thy 
footstool.^* 

I defy messieurs de Meaux, d’Autun, Fiechier, and 
Bourdaloue, great panegyrists as they are, to pronounce 
a finer eulogium upon the king than this. Adieu, sir; 
continue to me the honour of your esteem, as to a man 
who best understands itswalue. . 
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LETTER DCCCLXVII. 

rnOM MADAME DE siviGN^ TG THE COUNTESS DE CEIGNAN. 

I Paris, Wedoetday, March 16 , 1689 . 

Wk have this morning gained the noblest victory that 
could 4ie wished for, in the present state of your afiairs 
with M. de Aigucbonne : it is in your name, my dear 
child, thatw’e have fought and beaten your enemies. M. 
Gui had started two hares at once ; one by a petition to 
the grand council, upon the contradiction of arrets; the 
other by a civil petition against your last arr^t; to the 
fourth court of inquests. We were informed of the one 
to the grand council ; otherwise, the judges would have 
written, let the parties appear, and war would have been 
declared. Writing and pleading then take place, and 
tin affair is traced back to the Deluge ; it is re-examined, 
incidents occur, and this single word, which seems only 
to imply information and instruction, does all the mis- 
chief in the world, to persons no longer willing to plead, 
and who think their business at an«end : you are in- 
debted for this first advice to one of your friends. Th« 
counsel who was summing up the evidence, and is a 
man of sense, was interrupted ; be was told that the 
affair was not as he represented H, and that there was 
no contradiction in it; be that he must be 

better informed : upon this the chevalier, Bocbon, and 1, 
appeared ; we proved, even by your adversaries’ papers, 
^that, like the Jews, they stood self-condemned. Ro- 
chon spoke divinely. Solicitations now took place at 
the presidents and counsellors ; in three days twen^- 
two judges were consulted ; noise, complaints, and out- 
cries against so long a persecution, only brought to 
mind the last sentence which you obtained unanimously 
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six months ago. Every one still recollecled^l*’;^!. Evety 
one was alive to the subject; such vile chicanery ex- 
cited indignation. Our friends took the field with so 
much sincerity^ ardour, and earnest desire to extricate 
you from this oppression, that they seemed to consider 
it as thfeir own business: they were for throwing out 
the petition, putting it into the hands of the register, 
^vhich is to be considered as a decisive judgeniefit, and 
the civil petition folks of itself. After such decision, no 
counsel is called, all chicanery is at an end, and every 
one 4tgree8 that it was one of the finest victories that 
could be obtained under your standard, and in your fa«- 
vour. Such was the pleasure we received this morning ; 
we were all present w hen the judges entered the court, 
having the greatest reason to expect that we shojld 
confound our enemies; in fact, M. llailly came out like 
the dove an hour afterwards, and said to me with a 
grave face^ Madam, you have obtained what you 
wkhed.^^ I used no disguise with the chevalier, Vaille, 
or'Roohon ; our hearts w'ere cheered, and my joy would 
break forth. The chevalier scolded me : he said he 
would not take me out again with him, if I could not 
be silent; this was his threat. I would speak loud, 
I would triumph ; he threatened me again, and told me, 
that those who emdd not dwenible were not (it to reign. 
Another counsellor nchie mtt, who told M. d’Aigue- 
boniie that he had his <tsause ; 1 saw him quietly 
withdraw, wi1iiiout‘sayiiigvtwrd ; he is accustomed to 
this sort nf -succees. I recollect having formerly seen 
madame d^Ourouer*, mother of M. de Richelieu, fly 
before me in the same tribunal, where I once more 
summoned M. Bailly to bring me good fortune. M. Gui 

♦ .Maria Frances de Gueraandeuc, widow of Francis de Vignerot, 
laarquis of Pout-Courrai, aft':rw«rds married to Charles de 'Grossovc, 
count d’Ouroueri who \m assasainated in Ins eftriage m 16M. 
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console himself with his siiu{F-T30x. Ab«* 
other counsellor told us, we had gained oar cause una^ 
nimously ; unanimously was a circumstance that ga?e us 
great pleasure. M. Gui had prudently said to M. Rous* 
seau, that the decree you had obtained si*x months ago, 
had not been digested, that it had been given by chHd- 
ren. Rousseau answered him very humorously this , 
morning; Twenty -twm children, sir, ‘have just con« 

Jemned you again unanimously/' I could not he^ 
laughing at this ; but the chevalier’s great soul would 
lot attend to such trifles. We thanked all our judges 
ivhen they came out, varying our compliments in twenty 
lifterent ways. In short, we returned very gaily to 
iinner ; the truth must be owned, the whole republic 
ivere convened to receive us : we each write to you our 
different parts ; the chevalier has allotted to me the re* 
cital of the victory, and at five o'clock vve shall go to- 
gether to thank our presidents, the dean, and some 
others, who signalised themselves. If you wish ttie^ 
cny dear child, to talk to you seriously of the chevalier 
le Grignan, I must tell you, in good truth, that you 
owe him infinite obligations; nothing could equal his 
assiduity, his vigilance, his foresight; the strength and 
power of his solicitations; the warmth with which be 
inspired his friends to engage in our interest; the high 
estimation in which he is heid^ the trouble he has taken. 
Tor which God rewards him with a good state of healtlu 
[n short, we find ourselves 4K) well, and ao iiaf)f^ in ron- 
lering you a service, that we intend to write a book 
mtitled. The light and salutary Anxieties of Friendship ; 
kve shall print it, without being afraid of ruining the 
bookseller by the smallness of the sale; so true it 4s, 
that few persons are persuaded of this truth. Youcan- 
ot be too thankful to the chevalier, or love him too 
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much. I know not how to talk to you things 

else at present, this being the gospel of the day. 

The grief, which occasioned the chevalier and me 
last night to weep afibctionately at the situation of the 
archbishop (of Arles), was in some degree alleviated 
this morning by the letters we received from Arles, 
which brought no confirmation of it ; indeed they are 
•ilent upon the subject; we therefore hope that his 
faintness may not as yet be followed by the conse- 
quences we apprehended, and that so painful a loss as 
that of this great and illustrious prelate, may be retard- 
ed, at least, for some months. You say very right, my 
dear child, this was the mlrf proper time to ask what 
they would have asked at an improper time : but there 
arc some people who never acknowledge tliemselvet^ in 
the wrong; God help them ! 

Madame de Viiis has given us good advice, and paid 
her compliments to us this morniniCf almost on the field 
E>f little. Madame de Lavardin, madame de la Fay- 
etl^TiMld madame de Coulunges, have sent to desire me 
ko give you theirs. Adieu, dear child ; 1 am too happy 
in having been able to take some steps for you ; this is 
a joy which finds its way straight to my heart. You, 
cx)unt, are not without your share of it ; I cordially em- 
brace you both. 

What says M. Gaillard* to this victory ? all! I see 
bis eyes and his countenan^- His brother does won- 
Jers at Sc^fektaain de PAuxerrois f. 

* Madame de Sdvignd entertained a very hi^h 0|>!nl()n of M. Gail- 
ard*# merit and sense. He was an advocate of the parliament of Ala. 
She said, when she spoke of him, tliat no countenance had ever left so 
pleasing an impression on her imagination as his. 

f Father Gaillard, a Jesuit, preached there during Lent with great 
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TO THB SAMB. 


Pint, Friday^ ^ 

You are t\^U niy dear c|uldl, in thinkfQ|^ 1 ftEmld tie 
^ioTed at the death il^erdihiibop* ** You C9nmit uuk^' 
gi^ how much the true^ertt^ rzr^ good seiMe« aoji 

upright heart of thU great make me regret hia 

loss. I cannot think of hia gutless to his fgj^fe kh$ 
adection for all in general^ and for you and ^ 

particular^ without feeling that there is a great Tacancjff 
in your house, which will never, I am AOt afraid to 
it, never be filled. There are no mind^ no hearts cast 


in the same mould ; they are of a sort of metal that has 
been transmuted by the corruption of the times, till no 
more is left of the original ore« You have enter^ into my 
sentiments, and done me an honour, 
finding what are your own sen^ments. \^e m||^H|| 
a little of the gP<>d ore which we regret, to fterRflM 
as we feel it fthis praise must be allowed ; for 1 
suaded, thg^^e are more or less afiected 
qualities, in proportion as wc have more or lessi^C^^iMM 
to them. 

Receive here, my dear onwiJiriM^ sincere co^olo^ i 
you were tenderly heldNsg^^^^lwdear uncle : be 


ed bis name, and hi. 

served his love. I pity ygyyraemg’^m Xi 

honour so much merit, and so many rei|SSCteS£erquati< 
ties : the first race is gone by, and we, tny devipoufil 
must follow. In the mean time, I embrace you^ ii 
tears, as if 1 had the honour of bearing your name. 


* Fnncifl-Adhemar de Monteil, aicbl^op of Ades, «i4 aade « 
M. de Grignan, died March 9, 1689. 

VOL, VIII, » 
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Thii melimcholy event damps the joy of . 

V tory. The chevalier is very do^irous to push 
;|>etitioD 9 whilst the matter is in hand; but 1 know nut 
whether he will have time; it should not be left half 
he cannot^ however, do amiss. There is nothing 
mote said of an arr4t of council, of the annulling of the 
:ai^4t. Of any t)pposition ; so that we may sleep quietly 
till winter. 1 am delighted to think that our letters, 
which yon receive at night, do not disturb your rest 
•three times a week : I believe you, my dear child, and 
1 wilV'^l^ away this little dragon that tormented me. 
Madaha'e de Chaulnes is charmed at taking me with her ; 
>1 bave a thousand things to do at Buron, or rather at 
Nantes : 1 must also go there. 1 cannot employ my 
time better; afterwards, we shall see what it will please 
God to do with me, and when he will restore me to yoti. 
1 believe we shall set out exactly at Easter. Father 
Gaillsrd preached excellently this morning on the sub- 
ject of the Samaritan woman : he is the Bourdaloue of 

1' 

LETTER DCCCLXIX. 

*rO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, March 21, 1689. 

I ASSURE you, my dear child, that tl»e bishop de Beauvais*, 
who was heie tlie other day/ appeared to the chevalier 
and me a worthy relation and irue friend of the (*’n- 
giians. He regretted and praised the late archbishop so 
much, ihal the chevaher cou'ul not help telling him at 
last, that, as tne coadjutor had not the archbishop^s 
ribbon, he was delighted to hud that it was given to 

• Touisainl de Forlj'm Junson, bishop dtj Beauvais, after tvards cardi 
nal atid grand almoner of Frailbe. 
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hin[#; iJW^fathcsT de la Chaise had just informed the bi- 
shop from the king^ that bis majesty bad cooler r^d itoa 
him, and that he should wear it at Whitsuntide* l^il 
ribbon, you sec, was well destined. 

I am very well pleased, my dear child, not to go mlooe 
upon the Loire, v^ith die course qf the stream m a Hide 
boat ; particularly as that of a favourile serfant nf the 
king of England, who was taking to Nantes aH tht 
toilets, services of plate, night-gowns, and a thousand 
other conveniencies, which our king had given to the 
king of England, was upset near the bridge^ and 
the poor man drowned : this would have tenr^ed you. 
1 shall go in safety, perhaps before Easter, madams 
de Chauliies having taken it into her head to pass the 
holidays at Malicome. 1 shall endeavour to stay till 
Easter week ; but I am not certain that it will be so. She 
intends to write to you to-day, to tell you what care she 
wdl take of me. Congratulate M. de Cbaulnes on his 
being treated as no other governor is trealnd.w, Eevel, 
lieutenant-general, is under his command ; 
the troops that are in the neighbourhood of Brest rcceifte 
tlieir orders from this governor to obey marshal 
trees, when he has <iccasion for ih('m. M. de Louvois 
has been delighted with his good conduct, vigilance, 
and exactness; he says every thing he can in his favour: 
M. de Chauhies will be pleased at your knowing this, 
and w riting to him upon the subject. 

M. de Barilion is rich, Tat/and, a> lie says, old, and 
views without envy JVf. d’Avaux^s brilhant station. He 
loves peace and tr:inc]inllity, in ibe midst, of his family 
and fiiends, with whom he is fully satisfied. You speak 
admirably of Esther; the misfortunes of Sion shuujd be 
sung by innocent persons; Champmeie would have 
given you the heart ache. 'Xhis propriety was one of the 
charms of the piece. llaciueVili find it a dillicult task 

i> 2 
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to f^tesach nnother, for no history atTonU so>lrceMent 
a auDject as this ; it has a combination and an assort- 
ment of circumstances which are not, perhaps, to be 
' met with again ; for Judith, Boaz, Ruth, and others 
whom I do not recollect, can never produce so fine an 
^ effect Racine has, however, great talents, and we 
.mast hope he will succeed as well. 

The marquis de Castries has greatly distinguished him- 
self on an occasion * similar to that in which the cheva- 
V lier^le Sourdis was beaten. Madame de Casiriesf has 
^^reJtKSved li^pliments on the occasion, the king having 
.iaM to cardinal de Bonzi, If it had not been for the 
'^courage of your nephew, the infantry would have been 
lost ; he performed w'onders.'^ You may guess how 
gratifying these praises are. Adieu, niy beauty. I tcid 
M. de Pomponne that you were jealous of the immortal 
life of M. d’AngersJ ; he gave me an account of the 
liveliness oF this prelate, who, exct pting his sight, en- 
^oya a very" good state of health at ninety-two years of 
upwards. An dbbe de la Mothe, an archdea- 
the one who condemne d the orutums of M. le l our- 
lieux, and said the church always viewed translations 
with horror, died after two days’ illness, when he boast- 
ed he was in perfect health. 

Ydur son applies himself to his duty and his profes- 
sioil ; he is just what you could wish him to be, and is 
besides well grounded in religion, for which you should 
thank God. - It is a great Vap^piness to be blessed with 
Christian sentiments. 

^ Attbefftr«ttdeNuyi. 

•f Eliz'dbelli (le Buazi, mother of Joseph Francis de U Croix, mar- 
quis ds Castries, and bister of cardinal de Boiizl,aichbishop ol NatLoune. 

J Henry Arnaud, uncle of M. de Pomponne. 
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LETTER DCCCLXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, March 23 » 

I .SHALL wot retract the praises I have bestowed <m ^he tra^ 
getJy of Esther; I shall be delighted with Ihe-haiiDOiiy 
and novelty of this spectacle as Jong as I Jive ; 1 waidfj 
raptures with it ; 1 found m it a thousand things so. 

^{o well introduced, and so important to 
entered with unconimon spirit into the pleasure arising 
from the utterance, in fiction and song, of the most 
truths : 1 was affected with these various beauties; aiKt 
am very far from changing my opinion : but I told you 
thAt the impression of this piece has produced its usual 
eliect, and has brought forth a civil demur against ex- 
cessive applause, I, who have read it again with plea- 
sure, suppose that the critics are routed,^ as II3^d*Aigii&^ 
bonne will be w'ith his demur^ if the cheTalie;(4|WMlM9 
to press the point. The victoiy of the grand council 
been brilliant and gratifying, and I doubt not that it 
give you ample satisfaction; 1 am impatient to 
your letter upon this subject, M. de Lamoignon told me 
again to-day, that this advantage, gained sword in hand, 
was greater than we supposed. I told him he was mii- 
taken, as we had felt in its fullest exteat 

lie is very much enga^d^j^ the great ^use between 
Mademoiselle, the princerand the whole house of Lor- 
raine, who have recourse to law in the same way we 
have ; M. de Lamoignon is to plead qifi Thursday, and 
the nflair will be determined upon hearing. 

Your soil’s letter vvill give you pleasure, as it appears 
to come from a man who is happy, and who has his pro- 
fession at heart. The king i# so well pleased with M, 



%rmu or 


tde Cfistrie% that he has made him brigadieh^^i 
the right method of proceeding ; rewards given at : 
Inoii^nt they are de^^erved receive an additional value, 
=they excite and encourage emulation. His majesty told 
cardinal de Boiizi that, as he had no share in this fa- 
vour, he ought not to thank him for it. 

The king of England set sail on the 17th, and arrived 
^Ireland on the 19th. Little Maiily, who accompa- 
nied him to Brest, fs returned. Adieu, my beloved 
^Uld ; 1 dread an increase of distance from you ; it 
dftkkes me ill. I shallow this journey like a dose of nie- 
; but the worst is, that I have no time to lose ; in 
my reflections are often of the most melancholy 
caaft ; for, though I submit to that Providence which se- 
parates os, what would become of me, tf I had not the 
hope of seeing you again f 

LETTER DCCCLXXL 

TO THE SAME, 

Pans, Friday, Mardi 95, (the day of the 
Aimimciation) 1689. 

we Bare not received your letters, we do not 
r#g to write to you. It is very probable that you have 
letBgood example to-day ; which is a high festival, and 
bhi^ foundation of that of in short, it is the fes- 

dval of Chrii^i^ity, the the incarnation of our 

Lord : t^e Mary acts CLgreat part in it, but not 

principal onew M. Nicol^, M. le TourneuxJ and all 
>ur preachers^ have told ui all they know upon the 
lubject. > ' 

Your son has written me a most affectionate letter : be ‘ 
leppjy laments the loss of his good uncle the archbishop. 

a Uncle the i&ar(|uii de Castries. 
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istloi}§ht that his successor f will soon be here : he 
^ maSSmuse himself, if be pleases, wiib the civil petition f 
we have carried the judgement of the grand coun||i. 
sword in hand. I still dispute with madame de Chaulnes^ ; 
and am for postponing our departure till after Easteiv 
My dear child, how mortified 1 am at leaving again 1- 
I feel keenly this separation ; reason says Brikaiy, and 
friendship says Paris, We must sometimes submit to tl|e. 
stern ruler : you know how to do it bettor than any on^| 
I must therefore imitate you. 

Attend a little to whak follows : you acquaints 

with M. de the mad shepherd of Fontainblean 

commonly called cassepot ;( ? Do you remember 
person? tali« thin^ silly- lookit]g> sallow^ and ghostl^ 
He lodged at the hotel de Lionue, with the duke am 
duchess d'EstreeSj madame de Vaubrun« and mademoi 
selle de Vaubrun. The last of these personages wen 
about two months ago to St. Mary's, in the faubourg o 
St. Germain. It was supposed that the happing of fa|B 
sister had induced her to become a nun. ' Caip 
what kept this cassepot at the hotel de Lionne ? 
my child ; love for mademoiselle de Vaubrun, Thou|^ 
he is precisely what 1 have described him to yon/J^ 
was attached to him. Benserade would say of bor> .d 
be did of madame de who loved her htibwhd 

So much the better : if she loves him, she w^l 
any one.'* This girl of sdVOhteen was really smittOl 
with this Don Quixote ; «|%^he went yei^^ay wid 
live or six of M. de GCvres* guanb, hi^e open tb 
grate of the convent, entered with q|i% of' his mon 

. f 

f John<Baptitt Adhemar de Monteil, coadjator of Arles, brotlieirO 
M* de GrigOiattk. 

X Judging what is said af M. da CharSst 4n the foUawing lette 
and in that of tith of April, we m9 cpnclude that this cassepot wi 
s Be /aune. 
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found fnadeinofsede de Vaubrun, who vi a*? u 
IKm, put her into a coach, took her to\lu- hou^’ 

^ G^vres, made a sort of marriage vow, by kissing his 
sword, slept with her, and this morjiing, at bre?k of 
dajr, they were olf^ nobody knows where. 

We may truly say, on this occasion, " Agnes jiul 
the dead body are gone away together.’^ The dul^e 
fEstr^jes exclaims that has violated the la an of 

Hospitality. Madame de Vaubrun is for having Ins head 
Crat o(F. M. de says he did not know' it w as ma- 

dtmoisellede Vaubrun. AH theB****s stein desirous to 
prevent their kinsman from being prosecuted. I know 
yet what has been said upon the subject at Ver- 
ilnlles. This, my dear chifd, is the gospel of the day. 
yiThat think you of love ? I despise it when it amuses 
itself with such disgusting personages. 

I 4 ETTER DCCCLXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

- 

Paris, Monday, March ‘2B, 1GR9, 

irs4lo not set out till after Easter, which delights me : 
nladamede Chaulnes has taken leave; the king said a 
tbous^md kind things of her husband. We expect your 
tetters of to-morrow with real impatience; we long lo 
know bow you receive^jthi^ news of our victoiy, 
which d greal one. For a fort- 
night been on the water, and have seen 

you agisted by , same thoughts and fears that we 
have bad. * iVe shall be delighted to see you also safely 
landed, and equally secure from the storm. You arc 
right to say I vvas not so much pleased when I gaiiud 
my cause on which 40,000 crowns depended ; 1 did not 
feel it in comparison of this: I W'as young, 1 know not 
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I tli of at that time : I was a stranger f^) 

fly a/iairs : 30U are mucli nearei, and your interest s 
infinitely dearer to n)e. J 

M. de Lainoignon has been entangled on all sides tj 
the alfair of cassepot and V^aubriin. He is related to thi 
latter, and to M. de Gevres, who, after having assiatei 
in this wicked business, ran to V'ersailles, and told tb 
king that being the friend of M. de he could no 

avoid serving him : the king reprimanded him, and toj 
him he did not give him the government of Paris 
such a purpose : M. de Gevres asked pardon, and , 
king was somewhat pacified. As to M, de B*’*^**,^^ 
niay go where he pleases ; but if he should be 
and tried, no person could save him ; all the B***^jp 
rnily will endeavour to prevent his appearing. . ]VI* ^ 
Lanioignon has brought the girl back to her mothei 
w’hose I mart was ready to burst at seeing her again ; tb 
girl says she is not married ; she howevei:.|>U3sed iw 
nig] Its with this vile cassepot. It is reported sb,e bil 
betn married these four inontlis, and that she has 
ten to the king. Nothing can be more extravagant 
the wboie afiUir. The duke d’Estrees is enraged 
mm whom he generously allowed to liv^e with bus) 
s!io'?!d thus have broken in upon and violated the law 
tif boc,pital;ty. I’he duke de Charo-.t and he had fopJ 
words on La<Iy-dny ; the duke d'Estrees carried his^ 
proaciies and menaces ^ a gVe at lengtlj, mine 

iug the matter ; the duxe de Chard^^jiis^^ued, ani 
said to him, Sir, if 1 had not takelrvj^e^ sl^arnent to 
day 1 should say so, and so, and^'i^ you,^’ Tli 
duke was in a rage at this. If 'such was the* style of^d 
Charost on the day of communion, what would wt Kav 
been on any other day ? 

\Ve supped last night at the abbe Pelletier’s wdth ]\' 
and madame de Lamuigno^f M. and madame de Col 
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% C|aae vorac tout, and it wa* the finest repast 
Lent tl» 8 C cottM be §tea; ihc finest fish, the best ra- 
gout^ and the mo$t excellent cookery. wished for 
IjpMi Tcry sincerely ; but the wine of St, Laurence so 
perfectly renewed your remembrance, that there was a 
battle of little glasses, which plainly proved that the li-’ 
^61* came from you. You have no good fish, my dear 
|ild» in your sea ; I well remember that we could never 
any soles, or vives, I cannot conceive how you ma- 
your Lent; for my part, I scarcely feel the incon- 
l^ience. M. de LamoignoQ, with his nephritic com- 
|Aamt, has not once thought of eating meat 

Hiis, to me, is an incomprehensible period; when 
time is disagreeable to me, as at present, and 1 wish and 
hope for a better, I push it forwards by the shoulder, 

10 ybu do; and then, when 1 consider what it costs me 
ki its to what point it tends, and that it also 

mt fcrWafd, I^tOp'short, and leave every thing 
, ^'fxod : I fitid no other stay or support against the me- 
Widioiy fouiire, which I have in view, but his will and 
Iprovidence : without this consolation we should be mi- 
indeed* ** If you knew the gift of God* I 
^iroihember that excellent sermon. I heard a fine dis- 
eOurse on the same day, by father Soanen ; the Sama- 
ritan not dishon(^^^ : how grievous to see 

her unworthy plheachers ! it afflicts me. 

All the W this year are attended to, when the 

great Pah^rdf^ n^t preach ; this is the great Bourda- 

" • 1 ^' sares ddnum Dei, Joaa. 4 . 5 . 

•f* Plutarch relates that a raaiiof the name of Tliaraus, sailing among 
the islands of the Egean Sea, heard a voice issu^e from one of them, 
commanding him to proclaim cv^ where that the great Pan was dead. 

As this adventure took its date irt^ the reign of Tiberius, the fathers 
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Jast year, left father de la Tour*, and 
r de la Roche f, and the abb6 Anselme, who shii^f 
at St. Paul’s, and father Gaillard, who works mlraokl 
at St. Germain de TAuxerrois, to preach to empty pew 
Adieu, my best and dearest child ; do not trouble youi 
self to answer all this chat : consider that 1 have but on 
letter to write ; if 1 were obliged to write another 
this, X should actually run away to escape iu 

LETTER DCCCLXXIII. 


TO THE same. ,, 

Fans, Wednesday, March 30, 1689* , 
Ah ! thank God, my dear child, you are, at length, ar 
rived ; you are upon the same shore with us. You an 
no longer agitated by uncertainty ; you noW know ai 
much as we do; but I tell you seriously, that you over* 

; 4 

of the church considered it as a Tnirtciilo9s pasdlcUon desUi d 

Jesus Christ, typified by the great PaUn This word too, hi Of«ek, mem 
all, and hence the god Pan has been regarded Aa the emblem of 
or even of the universal God, an explanation for Vhich aiogulor moU^ 
have been found In the attributes under which he was represented.^ 
Many great personages have been designated either sadrically, Oftn 
pnlsc, by the name of the great Pan. When cardinal de^^itbeK^ c 
theic appeared a poem of a liuudred lines from NostroduaiM, I 
with this verse : 

Quand le graai^JRim (fuittera PecarlKm^ 

When the great Fn shall quil; 


who^oDOunced ths 

‘A . 


It was by Guy Patiu. Some pedant, I know 
death of Saumaisc under this emphatic name.- 

We now see wliy madamc de Sdvigi^ calls Bourdaloue, tlie emln^ 
pr^cher, who in his sermons inclnd^ ali morality, philosopjiical and 
Christian, the great Pan. 

♦ Afterwards general of the oratoire. 
t A (Jelebraied preacher of the 
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fling pains I have taken for yo‘ 
lave rendered you. You lal; * ‘5 

,Lide, as if you had forgotti n the claims ot 
^ectiori^ and were ignorant of the |)leasure of aiding 
, those we love; ours have been overpaid by iheir success; 
L igsther let us thank you for giving us this oppon unity of 
^«4Bplayi|ig our zeal. To all this you add thanks, kind 
* expjRessions and compliments, which overwhelm us with 
confusion: I know not whether the chevalier is as much 
^amed as I am. I was not aware that my account 
|l£ so animated, it certainly fell far short of M. Gail- 
eyes ; I figure to myself his lulmiring and expres- 
sive countenance, which proves that his admiration is 
not the daughter of ignorance, like that of the rest. Jji 
short, my dear child, you were pleaded with the picture 
1 drew of our viclory. The chevalier has just told me, 
thaton madamede Burl’s* return from Paris tlieprincess 
de Conti asked her v>hat she bad done there. I have 
been at law there, madam.^’ With whom V* Mes- 
sieiirff do " ^What ! do you still continue 

knavish business? Fie! fie! how can people begin 
when they have once lost a causae, as you had 
pardon, my child, of the chevalier’s noble 
4*^1: I own that this conversation gave great 

soul of clay. I'his is how Buri stands 
you know how she is in the grand council 
artd twiburt of inquests;,. ^ that you may conclude 
she deservel^^^ .same inscff^on (annulled) upon her 
back, petition.' She was coming from 

^ judge a# i 'entrred; on seeing me, she said to him. 
Sir, I leave you in good hands:” the air with whir 
*=^ahe uttered these words gave me some emotion, b* . 
had the prudence to say nothing ; 1 had also sevt 


• Sister of M> de Aiguebonne. 
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t her, but was silent. If yiMi'Mi 
friend, you will arrange your 
so as to come this winte r and complete what retniluit 
for with the sentence you have obtained, there isnothtag 
to be feared ; what is done, is done, and you will settle 
the judgement of the civil petition with M. de Grignan^ 
knighthood, pay your respects at court, and see yptM 
son : these considerations united will indpcc you to tak< 
a good resolution. Your comparison of M. Gui, wh< 
has the fully to seek to be condemned in all the courts 
with the fool who was always endeavouring to restore tc 
life a dead body, without being able to compass hh 
design, has greatly humbled me : I find the good um 
you make of this story, which perished one day entirely 
in my hands, in the presence of the chevalier : this wai 
a great misfortune, for I think the story excellent. Yoi 
ha\c restortd it to life, my dear child, and have appliec 
il admirably. 

W'e hear tiiat tlie king of England is arriv^ in Ire- 
land, where he was received with tranttport, - princt 
of Orange is so much afflicted with ai^n^thma, that 
the troops he raises desert, thinking he is going to d&J 
seven regim -nts have left him to go into ^cotlapd. Foi 
my part, 1 nm per uaded that the king of Engl^^ witi 
God’s assistance, uill overcome all his .eumies, tile 
dispel all the clouds that seem ready to burst upon us. 
The Swiss are all softened: M. Amelot isdoingwoii- 
ders there : this is great news. M. AM^iUiers, M« 
de Lamoignon, and Easter, will recoi^c|p spirits 

that are so enr«iged at the carrying oflf ^demoiselle de 
\ubrun, an affair which I have related to you; tho“ 
° blic w'ill be a gainer by the absence of that villaki 
assepot. 





LETTER DCCCLXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Peris, Friday, April 1, I6a9. 

WjB Still think of setting out as soon as the holidays are 
over : I cannot^get the better of my melancholy at the 
thought of being so distant from you : 1 know not how 
this journey will terminate. 1 do not think 1 shall see 
my son, who is in despair at the tremendous expense he 
will incur to head his militia in Lower Britany. He 
admires the work that is cutiput for him by the prince 
of Orange, the Aiguebonne of Europe, as you very 
properly call him; and by what arrangements or de- 
mogenients Providence is pleased to seek him out in his 
woods, to bring him again into the world and into the 
war by that quarter. 

%oMr letters of the '27th are arrived. You are indis- 
posedj fnjf dea|.,clvild; you say that sometimes your 
llomach tjUks you see that your head also talks 

you : it is impoisible to tell you more plainly that 
you break it to shatters ; that though it gives you great 
pain you exercise it too violently by reading or 
you free, when you leave it free, and 
jkswt troi^ such violent exercises, for such they are : 
thffttpobjr^ead, so good, so well turned, so capable of 
|be gre«^t^ 4 !i^)^gs, asks yoo for quarter: this is not 
explaining }tl^p A|nbiguously ; take pity on it, then, 
my dear .^fl J consider it as impracticable to keep up 
our double correspondence, to answer all the casual 
tetters that 4^11 y arrive, and to write besides to madame 
de Vins three times a week: this is not living ,' Iz 
dying for us : very obliging truly ! When I see you 
writing upon large pap^*!*, I fancy I see you mounted 
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jr high horses ; you ride wcH, I Mokntir'* 

; vou go too far, and I can no longer enddro 
the consequences. Take pity, then, on yourself, and on 
us : for my part, if I were obliged, after haring written 
to you, to write another letter of the same length, 1 
should, as 1 have before told you, run away to osmq^ 
it. If you think 1 dwell too much upon this sahje^' 
it is that I have it much at heart. 

I hope the chevalier will, through M. de Cavoie> 
prevent my paying compound interest, by paying 
N 7,900 livres, which I have now in my pocket, by the 
assistance of my daughter-in-law * : if this be the casi^ 
pray thank him for me ; the way is somewhat long for 
so lively an acknowledgment as mine, but it isthemore 
worthy of the t)enefit. I shall be delighted to find M. 
de Grignan has himself answered your sister-in-law 
she writes me a great many sweet things and a great 
many sour things for him ; this, a^^e^ays, is a disposition 
she ineftectually combats: in slior^ . it Js necessary io 
jest with her a little, for this is her mind. 

Your son is not now at allexftosii^ t<^angef ; enj^ 
this calm, my dear child. There has t)een some skir* 
mishing in other places : ChamiUi has been i^aiisWhat 
beaten, and Ganclelu considerably wounded; biid;iE^iras 
has had a brilliant little clavsh, in which be basdrfeated 
or taken three oi four hundred men. T4i;6 afiairs 
of England go on well; the credit of the^ prince cff 
Orange diminishes daily. A wag upon the 

door of the palace at Whitehall, This house to be let 
at Midsummei/^ Scotland and Ireland urh entirely 
against this prince. The king of England has been very 
w^ll;Xeceived in Ireland; he has promised the proftesb- 


Jaoe-Margaret de Breban de Msuroo, muchioneti de Sdvi^d. 
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every degree of liberty an<l protection, prowler 
ey are faithful to him. The lord-lieutenant is 
Hamilton’s husband. We must see what turn tlicsc 
aEfaifS take; it appears to me as if this large blacli 
dond, loaded with hail, began to disperse. We hav€ 
such as these at Livri, that have gone off without 
a storm. God will direct every thing. Adieu, my deal 
child; take care of yourself, make Paulina write, whilsl 
you rest yourself in your closet. 

LETTER DCCCLXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, We.lncsdav, April 6, 1680. 

1 INFORM you on the part of madame de la Fayette, aiid 
the numerous company of hypochondriar s, that vapours 
arising from the exhaustion of the spirits are the most dan- 
gerousand thejndfit diffiicult to cure ; after this if you ex- 
haust yourself, |fyOu ta^fideiig'iJ in having the head^aciie 
to such a degr^ that you cannot bend your head wjliiout 
pain, if you will still foi re yourself to wrin ami read, you 
willsoon find yourself incapableof any ttunj;, and bt cnme 
'a rojefre wc^an of glass. As this dl‘•^ld-r nies .sf.lely 
Irpm incessant wri ling ; I c.mjin* v(>n tu be stud ion-’, 
^f youlbve uj: ; rest upon yo ir bed v' hen yon tsli lo chat 
. ,J|rRh US, §ik 1 make Paulina writo; thi^ Vvill teucii iier 
think and t^arrange her thougi.t-’ ; yon w.Ij preserve 
yourself, and we shall converse u.tii you thus, without 
any expense to you. I wish you had been bled : v\hat 
^convenience can arise to you froiii 'ibis woulu 
',have opened your veins, and given your biood^rnuie- 
room to circulate ; but you will not be persuaded. Thi^ 
dear periwinkle would do wonders for you ; I am glad 
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:• jund it at hind; one might .‘tay it was rd|K on 
pose* for yon. \Vhen you recovered your beSty,* I 
was askerf, Wliat grass did she walk upon I repfie^ii 
Oil periwnnkle/^ I know not yet why you have 
be en in such a hurry to go these holidays to Grignan, 
-without your husband. Nothing could be bettef than 
being at St. Mary’s, and avoiding the dust and building 
of Grignan as long as possible. If I understand you, 
M. Arles is there : I use this name to avoid saying the 
coadjutor, or the archbishop; there is great ingenuity 
in the discovery. Let us say a word more about 
our victory in the grand tuuncil : it has given us a good 
opinion of our leaders; in truth, our success was glorious^ 
and gallant; every thing was rapid ; it was a crowne^^ 
work we carried sword in hand. No one but you couldf 
have gained the civil petition, though it had been le«s^ 
diiTicult, because we should all be separated in a mornen^^ 
and one person alone cannot undertake it ; for my part, 

I should not engage without mjf colonel 
It rains incessantly; 1 endeavour to jput'maddtne^e 
Chaulnes out of her way, that she deftf 
journey for a week. 1 shall pay iriy mo^y tcki^rrdi^" 
to the syndic of Britany ; be receives it on of 

the principal and interest; I shall make my protestations, 
and say, I have paid the sum that I oweuptm tbe in- 
ventory ; ihul am out of debt, and that I neither can not 
ought to pay the compound interest, as this weraKd be 
usury.” I wi.sli this were Iri^ bj^J^states, but 
I am afraid it will come on here before|^0HHnissaries. 

1 will draw back as much as 1 can: but enough of this, 
it has grieved me, and it is over. 

No one knows what is become of the courier of 
- rviTtrilenricIiemont. But M. de Brionne is to sign to- 


The chevalier de Grignan, 
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bii OHuriage^atticles with mademoiselle 
pifiai) a rich heirtHss of a gi-eat family The li 
froiO Engiatid seems favourable to us; neither the Irish^, 
kbg Scotch^ nor even the English, are attached to the 
prince of Orange. It is certain that your son is too 
Amiable ; this is a blessing and a misfortune ; but God 
presem him, in the tone that flows from your heart, and 
penetrates mine, for it is the characteristic of truth. 
^dieu» my dear child; 1 am not troubled with the 
FItpoars, yet I will write no longer: it is late, it rains, 
tmd I must send awa}^ my letters. I only ask you one 
question, which pray answer me sincerely : Are you not 
^hagrined, though you laugh at your jealousy ? On 
vbat terms are you w^iili madame D. ? It does not seem 
o me that you have availed yourielf of either her wit or 
^nversation. 


^ UHTER DCCCLXXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

^<5ood Fr'wlay, Apil S, I6f9. 

nib not expect your let^rs to-day, my dear child ; I 
sost retire to-night, as I begin my Easier Oevotions to- 
jorrow; it is you that I want to estrange u little from my 
lind. 1 heard a very tine sermon this morning preached 
y the abb4 Anselme at St. PauFs ; 1 bad been quite preju- 
iced 1 thought him a Gascon ; and this was 

liScient toowtroy all faith in what he said: but he 
bilged me to lay aside thi.s unjuvst opinion, and 1 think 
im one of the best preachers 1 ever iieard. He has un- 
erstonding, devotion, grace, and eloquence ; in aborts 

f Thu mtrriage did not tftke place till the twenty-third of Dtcembet 
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are very few I prefer to him, I wish yevi ia&tlw 
fd iike Christmns in the provinces, and that they 
voukf send you such a man as this. How is it possibte ^ 
o attend to your preachers ? they are an injuly to reltgioiu 
Madame de Chaulnes wants to go before Low Sunday* 
4itave just made some little arrangements^ which wiB ^ 
)e admirable, in case of an alarm, to re-establish your 
>eace of mind. Do not mention this again to me, when 
/ou write ; the chevalier approres it, and that is suffix 
dent. Here ends my letter ; I shall add four lines in 
Jie evening. I am going to Tenebres, and from thence 
io St. Paul's. 

I am returned, my dear child, and I take my leave of 
^ou, desiring you will rest, and make Paulina write, if 
70U are inclined to answer my chat; otherwise do not 
attend to it, write me short letters, and keep yourself 
^elt; this is all I request. 

LETTER DCCCLXXVir. 

TO THE SAMI* 

^ Mond^/ April 11, l6f«. 

You have at length, my dear child, quitted Aix; at 
le.'\.st you appear to me to have done so. You are now 
at tirignun ; do you find yourself better in this solitude, 
^'ith all tho inconveniences that have ariven there? I 
cannot help thinking that your fondm ss for retirement 
is, in fact, nothing more than the desire of being faith- 
ful to the taste you have acquired for sadness and me- 
lancholy : you are afraid. Jest dissipatim should, in 
sorue measure, abate the apprehensions you wish con* 
stantly to cherish for your dear child, whenever he*is 
^ least danger. 1 guess, perhaps, but too justly; 
'^ou must be very cruel to yyurself, not to take 
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'taiitage^ at least of the time, when the little nij 
^appy, to be so yourself, imtead of anticipating 
as you do. 1 believe w c shall set out the day after to* 
morrow, in the morning: I am ridiculously melancholy 
at a journey 1 wish to take, w’hich I ought to take, 
and which I do take with every possible comfort^wi 
travelling. JVladame de Carman * is again to go with 
us; she is an amiable woman: we shall have a great 
retinue, two coaches and six, a caravan, eight horse- 
i5(ien; in shoit, we shall travel in style: we shah 
ileep ai Malicorne : could you wish for a bettei 
Opportuiiiiy ? You will at first direct your letters tc 
at Rennes; and I will inform you when to ad- 
dress them to Vitre. I shall soon be surfeited with the 
noise and bustle at Rennes ; 1 only go there to see 
M. de Chanliies. The chevalier is going immediately 
to Vtrsailles. I thought Ac would not have left me dh 
he had seen me AangeJt, but he has business ; 1 am 
grieved at the thoughts of h.s absence ; it is a real con< 
iliplatioS^ to me to converse with him, respecting you 
your affairs, which are our bond of union. Wt 
meet to talk upon what we have solely at heart; the 
chevalier is strong, I am weak«l$ he can easily do with- 
out me, but 1 cannot do without, inm ; meditailun will 
be my employment, and lu ie 1 shall find yon ; hut ] 
ahali w^nt the prop w hn h was so neci^s-.oy and sc 
agreeable to me ; v\e au* oh-i^rd to teai t nrHi lves from 
and dispense with, all liiat is desirable. 'I'cll me yout 
intentions with regard to the civil petition ; shall you 
inform M. d'Arles of ir ? wdl you n(»t yourself reiuiii 
to gain it? for, with respect to us, every one may go 
his own wny ; we are satisfied with having gained out 

♦ Mary-Anne du Pui de Murinajs, marchioness de Cnrman. 

•f- See Scene IX. Act III. of Moliere’s Medcan mal^<- lau 
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victory. r.et me hear of you, niy dear cbilt)# 

Hi u iol<ties to you; consider that I shall learn 
:htn£^ niore from the chevalier; you may depute 
Au*ina to chat with me, as you knt»w tht*re is nothing 
liredd so much as overwhelming you with writing. 
=;The misunderstanding between the duke d'fistrdes" 
id ,VJ. de Cievres is acroinmodaled ; his nose is recon- 
led to the noses of the J>e‘hine8. Mademoiselle de 
'Uiorun ha** so often repeated that she was not mar« 
ed, and that she would be a nun, that she has been 
iaced amongctthe Jill€s bleues ni' Dennis. TheworUi 
as gained this advantage, that Ckissepot is no longer in 
Vanre. I have no news for you. Mademoiselle dd' 
leri has been very ill of a bdious sickness ; she has 
aken a little emetic tartar, and is now recovered. 
\dieu, my' dear child ; preserve for me the dear aflfec* 
ion which constitutes the happiness of niy life: I will 
lot tell you ail my tenderness, nor all niy weakness. 


LETTER DCCCLXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 


Paris, 'Furs'Iay, April 12, at night, ‘168$. 

If your letters, which I expect, come to hand to-night, 
ft will answer them upon the road, or, at latest, atMa« 
licorne. We shall set out to-morrow morning, and 
sleep at Boniielle ; the rest wdl go at eight or nine 
o’clock ; madarne de Chautnes, who is' ,irlgtlance itself 
will set oil* at day bieak. You know, that in going u 
Bourbon, I must tamer accommodate myself to hei 
manners, than endeavour to correct them ; so I shal 
jpursue my journey, and, from the easiness of my dis 
position, nothing w’lW displease ^pie. All the security 
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End precautions that can be desired in a journey, I 
find in this ; and I shall not even liave occasion 
frightened^ to cry out, and blusii, our good duchess 
takes upon herself all these things, and 1 shall go 
tfaroi^h it with all the external marks of courage and 
resolution, con.pared to her seeming fear and timidU^ . 
thus I shall obtain undeserved eulogiums. I have given 
all necessary orders for the 4receipt of your letters ^ 
Malicoroe, Vitre, and afterwards at Rennes. I will 
write to you again as soon as possible ; but be undej 
no concern if you should not receive my letters regu«* 
larly, as this will be the fault of the weather and the' 
post. 1 am still grieved at my departure ; how can I 
reflect upon the situation of your aflairs without real 
sorrow ? the death of the archbishop (of Arles) still 
overwhelms you. I fear, I know not why, that your 
eagerness to get to Grignan has been too great a fatigue 
to you. The chevalier was a little uneasy that you set 
out from Aix, without discharging your debts entirely: 
there are some things that should nut be omitted ; they 
escape onr memory, as soon as we are absent. God 
grant we may meet again some time or other. God 
preserve you; take care of your htalth; mine is of 
great consequence to me, on urcount of the iiilerpst 
you take in it. I have been fiaying some farewel visits 
this monung for your sake ; this is the sail w hieh maker 
Bvety thing relish. Adn-u, my beloved countess : i 
weep; N^hat tolly ! It is owing to ttiis renewed ab* 
}ence and lengthened distance. See M. la (^arde, keep 
jp your spirits, and do not give way to melancholy : 
ivail yourself of your courage, and fultil the decrees of 
Providence. 
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LETifiR *DCCCLXXIX; 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE B08ST. 

Paru, April 13 , 

^You have answered well for the arriere-ban of Autniii 
my dear cousin ; but as I cannot say the same thing! 
as you, you would very much oblige me by writing ac 
‘answer for me to the lieutenant-general d’Auxois, wh'c 
requires me to send a man. I tell him I gave the prin- 
cipal of my estate at Bonrbilly to my daughter on hei 
marriage : he torments me for the usufruct. I askyom 
pardon, rny dear cousin, but I shall throw myself 
without hesitation, into the commons of Paris. 1 shall 
show the leases of my houses ; shall produce my receipt! 
for mud and other trifles ; shall even prove that I have 
'bstnbuted the bread-offering : in short, 1 shall make 
my escape through the bogs as I can, rather than paj| 
five or six hundred francs for a substitute for the 
arriere ban. 1 have seen my old friend M. Jeanniri 
here, and inadame de Monjeu, whom I like extremely. 
Madame de Ttmloiijon has also lur value. Amuse 
yourself with these charming womei», my dear cousin^ 
and be careful of a state of health which animates and 
gives hope to oiiis. 1 . mbrace my dear niece, and re- 
(^commend you to eacii other. 
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noif T0£ COUNT OB BVM TO MADAMS OX SiTlCNi. 

0)«9euj Mey id, 1689. 

Voowill do well« my dear coudn^ to exempt yooraelf 
Irodi^e payment of six or seven fanndred livres for a 
ftd^ftitute in the«arriere-bafi» if yon are able. You 
Ibrmerly. gave enough to your son for the king’s ser- 
vice. ]®^eavour to pass for a citizen of Paris; I con- 
sent to thls^ and to every thing that can save your cash, 
except losing you as my dear cousin ; for I would rather 
pay the sum for you, than that this should happen* 

The lot of war will fall upon Flanders, because the 
emperor, will be engaged with the Turk and withTekeli. 
The inbxhitants of Liege J have been guilty of an in- 
bf treachery to the king, of which we have no 
wample in our century ; depend on it that he will ex- 
hibit to future ages an example of their punishment, 
lie hat not sickened in his assistance to the king of 
England. Nothing can be more noble or more honour- 
a^ thjso the zeal he displays for him. Adieu, my 
4^ cousin; 1 send you a little poem of M. Pavilion’s, 
whioh will please you. 

«t* We intert this letter before its date, as being an ansiser i it wouU 
be less easi^ Xndentopd if it were placed further on. 

X They had a supply destined for the French army, and recei?' 
ed the enemy into their citadcL Liege was, in ^691, bombarded by 
de Boofflert. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXXI. 

FROM MADAME PS aivjosi TO THE COONTESS Dfi ORION AN. 

Furit, WediMfdi^, April 13, late at nigbti lA8f. 
Our journey is not only postponed for to-dRy, bqt we 
shall not set out for Britany these twelre days, on ac* 
count of M. de Chaulnes’s journey tb, Nantes. Madame 
de Chaulnes called on me tliis morning, to ask me if t 
would spend ten days with her at ‘Chaulnes ; or whether 
we should meet at Rouen on a day appointed, and go 
to Britany by way of Caen : I did not hesitate ; I am 
so much on wing, and so absent from Paris, that I am 
going to rest myself at Chaulnes ; madame de Carman 
is of the same opinion. It is so decided, and to-moi* 
row we set out for Chaulnes ; but you, my dear love, 
are at Grignan ; I enter into all your anxiety, and feel 
it with you. You were afraid there would be no wa|| ’ 
and were thinking to what part of Europe you 
be obliged to send your son. Providence has laughed 
at your devices ; all Europe is in a blaze ; you have 
not thought of the prince of Orange, who is the AtUla 
of this period. Some important news is circulated to^ 
day, which will give a turn to afliairs; the king of Po» 
land having declared war against the emperor on twenty 
subjects of complaint, and the Turk not having made 
peace, there will not be much to fear on the borders of 
the Rhine. In short, my child, every thing is from 
above; every thing is in the hands of God. This little 
boy; already habituated to the profession, so capabisj 
so well informed, and who has seen three sieges before 
the age of seventeen : this is what you little thought eg 
but which God saw from all eternity^. Tell me 1^; 



. wrruM uf 


4Nplojri htnelf. Adieu, my boif . . 

Mpect that you are a woraao of fomtmUi; .1 ■ 

no war, yQM J*' Si*arch o( it 5 that o< 

jpjp^jTTes your son ; that he is in his hands, and th 
^Vou m^y hope to see him ag<tiu in good health : thir 
of the many perils from which he has snatched the chi 
VarhVi and that your chUd will follow the steps of li 
inicie. 

i ' 

LETTER DGCCLXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Chaulncs, Sunday^ April ly, 1 #> 89 . 

I £XPEcr your letter on Friday ; bow sad it is that I 
can no longer hear from you regularly three tlipes a 
Oteekl this is what I have at heart, and which I called 
my light affliction ; but indeed it is not light, and I 
shall paiitfully feel this privation. The chevalier wrote 
a short adieu from Versailles, but so full of kind- 
ness, that it greatly affected me ; he cruelly withholds 
from his ffiends the knowledge of the share they have in 
his esteem ; and, as they are anxious to obtain it, he 
deprives them of a real pleasure. 1 thanked him for 
bis letter, by another which 1 wrote at my departure : 
be informed me that your son would not be in a cer- 
tlun detachment, as what had been talked of was no 
longer a subject of attention ; tins afforded my heart 
much relief ; and as lie has told you the same^ you 
must breathe as freely as 1 do. I but top well under- 
itand all your sorrows; they reflect back to me, so that 
[ feel them doubly. 

‘ 1 set out then, my beloved child, on Thursday# with< 
lihdame de Cbaulnes and madame de Carman ; we w^ro, 
the best carriage, drawn by the best horses^ with a, 
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gfe^t retinue^ caravans^ horsemen, and |to <i lb fc 

\onvenience and precaation that could be' taketi; ^tUfk 
slept that night at Pont, in a pretty little itin/smd 
next night here. The roads are bad ; bdt this is a>e^ 
handsome house, which carries with it an air of gTaiih 
dear, though it is partly unfurnished, and the gatclem 
neglected. There is scarcely any verdure to be seen, 
and not a nightingale to be heard; in short, it iS still' 
winter, on the seventeenth of April. But it is easy 
imagine the beauties of these walks; every thing is new 
gular and magnificent ; a spacious parterre in fronfv 
bowling-greens opposite the wings, a large playing 
fountain in the parterre, two in the bowling-greens, and 
another at a distance in the middle of a field, which is 
well named the solitary; a fine country, beautiful 
apartments, and a pleasant prospect, though flat ; ele* 
gai:t furniture, which I have not seen; in short, 
*die house is worthy of all you have heard of it in prose 
.tnd verse. The duchess is so good, so amiable, and so 
attentive to me, that if you love me, which I do hot at 
all doubt, you must necessarily be very much obliged ~ 
:o her for all the civilities she shows me. We shall 
stay in this delightful house six or seven days longer : 
we shall then go through Normandy to Rennes, where 
we shall be on the second or third of next month... 
This, my dear child, is all I can tcU you of myself/ 
except that I enjoy the most perfect slate of health 
ui the world. How are you, my love ? rdus ! at wiiat 
a distance I am from you ! how fuesent are you to iny 
remembrance ! tell me, how can 1 avoid being melan- 
choly > 

1 received your letter of Good Friday on the ninth pf 
April : my child, you undertake too much ; you abuse 
your youth ; you find that your head will not suffer vuu/' 
to exhaust it by so much writing ; if you do not atte.ljd^ 
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monitions in time, the consequences may 
tal ; you refuse to be bled ; but why did not • 
dergo this opei^tion' at Aix, before you began < j 
liCnt? in short, I am dissatisfied with you and your 
health. Your reasons for lengthening your stay at 
Afignon are good ; it would otherwise, as you say, be 
t^oo^aarly for Grignan : the dreadful winter and tremen- 
4 ^^ v^inds are still to be feared there.. The chevalier 
are now incapable of serving you in your civil 
^^tion ; he expects to set out every moment ; my de- 
parture has already taken place ; this is not the work 
of a day ; Hercules could not defeat Anteus*, nor root 
him out from his wicked practices, in three months : 
this business, then, must be IVL d’Arles's department. 
All this made me say, that if you could have come this 
winter with M. de Grignan, you would, according to 
the laws of the game, have put an end to this affair : 
your presence would have uTought miracles. You talk 
to me of the dispositions of the people of Provence; 
those of this country are not so difficult to understand ; 
lj»y may be discovered in a momeni : but you, my 
^dearest child, are too amiable, too grateful ; all you 
say to me i& gratitude : 1 am at home there ; yours is 
the.most affectionate, the tenderest, and the noblest in 
the world : preserve your feelings, your sentiments, 
;,and the rectitude of your mind ; reflect upon all this 
sometimes, as we smell at Hungary water, when we 
are m a bad air; take nothing from the country where 
you arc, but preserve all you carried thither; and 
Nobove all thingSj dear child, pay attention to your 
health, if you love me, and wish me to return. 

/-.'fhe giant of Libya, son of Neptune and the Earth, smothered 
'^liyHercwl^. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXXia 

TO THE SAME. 

Qiauloet, Tuesday) April 19*? 1039*^^ 

F EXPECT your letters ; the post comes in three times 4 
week, and I have a strong desire to stay here. Il)ep» 
then to write to yon, to render you an account of rtty 
thoughts ; for this is all I have now to tell you, which wili 
not make iny letters very entertaining ; nor will yoomeo^ 
with any thing new, since you have long known that 
1 love you, and how I love you. You w’ould do well, 
therefore, instead of reading my letters, to leave them 
unopened, and to say, ** I know all that my mother 
tells me i” but, being persuaded that you will not have 
the power to act thus, I must tell you, that 1 am very 
uneasy about your health, and your head-ache. 1 am 
terrified at the air of Grignaik ; a wind that can tear 
up by the roots trees whose towering heads reached tbfe 
skies, and whose feet touched the empire of the dead^/* 
makes me tremble; I fear lest it should carry away nay 
daughter, exhaust her strength, dry up her veins, de- 
prive her of rest, make her grow thin, and destroy her 
beauty ; I own to you, that all these appreheasHUls 
make me shuilder, and deprive me of all comfort. 
was walking alone, the other day, in these beautiful 
alleys, madame dc Chaulnes being engaged in business, 
and macianie de Carman too delicate fo walk ; I there- 
fore rehearsed for the Rocks ; 1 entered into all my 
former melancholy thoughts, yet found sotne pleasure 
in being alone. I read over three or four of your let- 
ters; you talk of writing well ; no one can excel, 

* See tUc fable of the Oak and ihe Rivulet, by La Fontaine, Fable 

22 . 
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iii i^iis respect ; how easily do you express yourself h:^ 
it few words, and bow do you arrange them! this pe- 
rusaJ affected my heart, and gratihd niy mind. This 
is a very pleasant house to be in; we have no restraint 
here } you are acquainted with the good and substan- 
tial qualities of this duchess. I have discovered lliai 
xUyadame de Carman is a very amiable woman ; she has 
much more merit and wit than she displays ; she is very 
superior to the generality of women ; has a gn at shaic 
of information, which she increases every day by rt ail- 
ing the best authors j it is a pity that she should be 
fixed at the extremity of Lower liritany. When you 
caj\ write to M. and niadamc de Chaulnes, I will will* 
•ngly resign my part to them ; you can write to me by 
Paulina: I know your style, and that is suflicient. I 
wish M. de Grignan were with you; I do not like your^ 
being alone in that castle, my poor little Orithyas ^ ! 
for, Boreas is neither gallant nor civil to you, this it is 
Ih^ me. Adieu, my love; respect your side, 

aud your hegd : I know not whether y^u have any 
otjjgf aihaenU* I comprehend your amciety for your 
sonv I feel it, from my love for him, and from my love 
rT,yoo, which is greater still. Thus 1 receive two 
blonds ;«t once. , 

who is the best man in the world, is still 
with'US, and still immersed in his christianised philoso- 
phy; fw' he reads imthing but godly books, 

♦ Orithyas, dauglitcr of Ercthtcus, king of Athens, was rarritd 
awky by Boreas, king of Thrace ; which gave rise to the fable of the 
rapt of Oritbyai, by the wind called Boreas. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXXIV* 

TO THE SAME. 

ChaubeS) Friday, April 32* les^. 'r.i 
• r is a pitj’ to be obliged tb qoit so bctdUtifdl and 
rharmiiig a f'lace, wIreiTB ydur letters ari^ive ihrcfe time*? 

I week ; you knovv that tvitholit the ohfc thing beedfrff,' ' 
no sufKr every (hitig, and how can I expect to find ilt ' 
you are absent? We shall set out On Sunday, 
with delightful weather, which has already afforded uS 
here, in three days, all thfe beauties of spring. We 
shah sleep at Amiens, and go from thence by RoaeA, 
through Normandy, into Britany. J shall write to yoti 
from every place 1 can ; I shall stay only a fbW dayd 
at Rennes, to see M. dc Chaaln^s ; sind shall then gb 
to the Rocks; I should die if I were tb be long at 
Rennes, But can you conceive hoW impatient 1 am isb 
receive your letters, and to know whether yon hafS^ ’ 
been bled, and how the air of Grignan agrees With tfiii' 
good head which has never injured yoo ? How I hate 
the vapours that arise from the exhaustion of the* Spi- 
rits ! how difficult they are to cure, when the rtoedy 
consists in yielding to dulness, and inaction of 
and mind ! To a person so lively and active as yottat^^' 
this is martyrdom ; alas ! you say, it is a strange 
alternative, either to be doomed to count the titles* or 
to be ill. I often reflect upon this, and read over yout: 
letters at my leisure ; and, as I have nothing to do, I, 
chat with you, and begin my letter before yours is ar- 
rived : do not follow iny example ; take care of your- 
self, and make Paulina write, I compared her writing 
with yours the other day ; it is very like, and she 
spells well ; is not this pretty ? In short, my dear 
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av*U yomself, I beseech you, of this > 
,#iecretary, who pleases me highly. Paulina must 
wd you must dictate ; nothing can be better for her or 
.for you* 

We have seen M. de Chau1nes*s machinery ; it is ad- 
j^imble, and formed upon a model of sublime simpli- 
Five large playing fountains in the parterre and 
bow]ii>g*greeos ; a watering-place, which is a little 
canai ; fl^ntains for the office, kitchen, and wash-house, 
applied where formerly there was not water even 
ML Admire his courage, for all the country 
ledai^is attempt ; he has converted a cabbage- 
into a young plantation that was scarcely seen at 
lirst, but is now perfectly beautiful : and all this was 
done whilst he was at Britany, or at V^ersaillts. Good 
heavens t my dear child, how dangerous my leisure is 
to you! 1 fear it will make you ill; it is tinctured 
with the melmcholy of my reveries. I am grieved at 
dyxrived'W the conversation of the die*, alier; 
ftelhutimn, which was so natural, was a source of com- 
m to me, I am alfw> uneasy that 1 have not liear'^ 
the marquis : how many sacrifices are to be mai 
to "Ood^l I often trace him in every thing tii 


: we are all feeble and tottering under his ab- 
hand, which now puts Europe into such com- 
that it would be difficult t« say what may be 
consequence of this universal cloud. 

I have just received your letter of the fourteenth, 
which gives me real joy ; your head-ache has, in some 
da^ee, subshied, you will not allow us to say vapours; 
but What ^lall we do, if you deprive us of this w'ord ? 
foT^U is used for every thing : till you Cartesians pro- 
dM9'^u€her, 1 must ask. your permission to use it. 
Endeavour then to get rid of this disorder, and this 
giddiness, which incapacitate you for every thing. The 
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ia your side ii^jaleo^ivea ate great. 
bad besu'd aothing <ji it for adoog time f adhete io 
the adnairable periwiaklcr bring it to your owa tenni^ 
and inform me of the state of your health ; mine is still 
perfect^ notwithstanding some sorrotira wbieh it is im- 
possible to avoid. 1 admire the limits yon wish to vet 
to my life ; this. expre$si(»i of your heart is worfhy 
of your affection : 1 am sensible of its full valtie. We 
here leave the 6rsi delightful dawn of spring; this castle 
is very beautiful, but the eleyation of yours makes it 
resemble the palace of Apollo. 


LETTER BCCCLXXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Cliaulnes, Sunday, April 24, 1669* . 
We thought of setting out to-day, my dear 
i>ut this will not take place till to-inorrow. Madan^jS 
de^Chaulnes w^as taken so ill the night before latt wi^ 
i sore throat, had so much difficulty to swaUotw, 
her ear was so much swelled, that madame Carmiya jmd 
myself knew not what to do : at Paris she^would 
oecn bled instantly, but here she was ruhb^ 

^•ulcting balsam, and her ear stopped, and 
with brown paper j she was put to bed, covered up* 
warmly, and was a little feverish : in truth, my dear 
child, we witnessed almost a miracle^ Jhis precious * 
balsam performed so complete a cure .dim^g the night>h 
that the next day, swelling, sore throati and kernels* 
disappeared ; so that she w as able to jtlay at chack^Jar^ 
thing*, aAd it was only from ceremony that «ba 

* AllidrioB to the miraculous curei Moliere attributea to the 
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one day : is ready a divine remedy ; tal; 

cate of you have of it ; ire ought never t 
b0 without it. But, my dear chiU, how grieved I ar 
at yoOr hestd-ache ! what do you mean by ieft'rng mi 
yoU resemble M, Pa^al ? you make me shudder. Tc 
1^6 tike him is a fine thing; nothing cun be so 
mltrmmg : but the cruel alternative, to have a head so 
^(cate and ao exhausted as his, which was the torment 
of bis life, attd at length cut him off in the midst of his 
career ! We may bewilder our brains without being al- 
ways immersed in Euclid's propositions; when the 
sfibrts are exhausted to a certain degree, this has the 
same effect. I fear also that the air of Grignan may be 
injurious to you : ah, what an idea is this ! I fear tliat 
you are already consumed and emaciated ; would to 
God that your air was as serene as this ! J fancy you 
sincerely regret that of Livri; bad as it was sometimes 
to those ill disposed towards it, how mild and gracioui 
it was to us f how pleasant were those showers! v 
sbdl never forget that delightful little spot. My child. 
I^one but Paulina is a gainer by your head-ache ; for 
ste is too happy in writing all your thoughts, an* 
teaming to hate her mother as you hale yours. S' 
i9^>,yoa declare to me, that, in order to enjoy good 
yott must cease to love me : what is there of 
good or agreeable that she has not learned since she has 
written for you ? You are very humorous on the sub- 
ject of the rain ; what is rsdn ? how is it made ? is there 
such a thing as rain ? And to compare that of Pro- 
vence * tp the tears of little children, who cry through 
aiiger, and not good-nature : what an excellent idea ! 
l)id not Paulina heartily laugh at it? Once more I 


It teldom Tuoi in Provanoe ; sometimes not at all, or so Uttlc, du- « 
ring the msuDer, that the earth is more parched than motstcaed hy it 
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must say I think her happy. You have not betn 
my dear child ; I dare not advise you at such a 
tance ; bleeding may not, perhaps, be proper for thosS 
whose spirits are exhausted. You are too good, to bo 
fond of speaking of me ; I am of much more conse- 
quence ill your estimation than I am' in reality^ 
in body or mind. I am very comfortable here, would, 
to God your health were as good a$ mine ! Bat how 
grievous it is lo be so far asunder/ it is iitipossible now 
to embrace each other; this was not the case atParis* 

I wish youi' buildings would erect themselves, as the 
walls of Thebes formerly did, by Araphion* ; you play 
off the ignorant; Paulina, I am sure, is capable of 
giving an account of this passage of the fable. 


LE^ITER IX^CCLXXXVI. 

TO THE SrtME, 

Pccqui^ni, Wednesday, April 37, 

\V F.set out on Monday froin Chaulnes to sleep at AmieiW 
where niadame de Chaulnes is honoured and revered^ 
you are in Provence; this is the only parallel /Case I 
ever knew. The intendant f gave us a very handspme 
fish supper, on account of its being St. Markus dagof. 
yesterday we dined en gras to perfection. After dioaeg 
>\^e arrived here, at a mansion that displays all the pride 
of the heiress of Pecquigni It is an old house, built 

♦ Amphion, the son of Jupiter and AiuiOpe, was C 9 nsidei«d as th^ 
inventor of music, insomuch that the poets feigned tliat the rocks lol- 
lov>-ed him, atid that the stones, at the sound of his lyre, disposed them- 
selves without assistance to raise the walls oTThebes. * - 

M. ChanVelln. 

► X ClairfChariottc d*Ailli, only dauglrter and heiress of Philibert 
Emanuel <f AUli, lord of Pecquigni, vidame of Amiens^ had married 



the tonv, like Grignan; a’ 

SI it GrigtJiin f a dean anJ hveire caiiom 
kpow not frbfther'lfie focmdatton be as h :ndsoine, hv 
there are terraces on the borders of the nver Somme, 
^hich winds in a thousand meanders through the fields, 
winch indeed are not to be found at Gngnaii. There arc 
the, remains of one of Caasar^s camps about a (quarter of 
'tt.,league from hence, the intrenchmenls of which are 
MtUi venerated ; this is a companion to the bridge of 
do .Gard You ask, What, my dear mother, are 
you doing? are you not going into Britany To this 
I. unswer, ** We shall go, my dear ; but as M. dc 
Chaulnes will not be at Rennes till the ninth of next 
month, we have time enough for our journey, and shall 
not set out from hence these tw'o days/' This delay is 
not disagreeable to me, as I shall take my measures here 
to go to Nantes in the month of June or July ; 1 do not 
eatftcct to have any real satisfaction all this W'hile, be- 
cause I shall not see you ; you are my ruling star; ^ 
and hope for another period, which is at GodV 
disposal, as well as every thing else in this world. 
f Soften reflect upon your health, your head, and , 
piercing air which destroys you ; the goodness ^ 
ca^Stlo walls plestses you ; and I admire your o 

wbich^^JEposes you to this violence. Adieu, my 
dba^st chyd ; I embrace you, without being able to 
you how tenderly I love you. I am reading the life 
of the duke d’Epernon, which includes almost a whole 
century, and is very amusing. 

HoDorit d* Albert, marshal of France, and father of Charlea d’Ailli, 
duke de Cliaulnes, who is mentioned in this letter. 

• This bridge, which is a hcautiful structure, is an ancient work of 
dl^Bomms, upon the Garden, in Lower Languedoc ; it is built of 
bewA «toi&e, of an amazing length and thickness, mud hu tbne stories 
of aiches one above another. 
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LETTER DC(?QLXXXVIL 

to THE SAME. ^ 

Pecquigni, Saturdays April 30, i689i i*': 
Ip I may believe the wind/ my dear fchild, l 
tainly at GHgnan ; your north-east wind lA the'djieife 
country cannot be more viorent. I cannot help thmfi^ 
ing we are on the point of entering into such'an unse^* 
sonable month of May as we have often seen at 
We have been in this beautiful house these three 
where we have the most delightful prospect ; we sbaM 
set out in an hour for Rouen, which we shall reach 
morrow, and where I shall find your letters; it is k 
great grref to me to have been deprived of them for 
these six days ; they are so necessity tO the subsisteti^ 
of mv heart and mind, that I faint when they fad 

d have been at Rouen three days ago, if some 
at madame de Chaulnes has had to iraniNie^ 

^ re of not reaching Rennes till the Ainth^ 

, ‘ not detained us here. For my part> it 
consequence to me to be a month Upon the 
"e interruption of our correspondence b'tbe 
only thing that vexes me. I spent ten days very piM- 
santly at Chaulnes, receiving your letters regul6l>fy 
three times a week. I have been at Amiens, haVe siotMk 
the castle of Pecquigni, have written into Britany, and 
have sent my orders there: I shall not be better off at 
Rennes ; the Rocks alone will afford me an agreeably 
solitude, where I shall, at least, enjoy tranquillity.' 1 
am quite destitute of news at present ; I am ignorant of 
the state of your health, whether you have been 
whether Boreas still terrifies yon with his blast; 1 owh 
1 am very much afraid of him upon your account^ I 
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taiow not what part you ^lave fafccn with respect t 

raademoi.selle (J*Alerac^s marriage ^ ; I know nothing o 
the chevalier or of the marquis, and I have all thesi 
things very much at heart I hope I shall gain initlli 
gcnce to-morrow' at Rouen, from whence 1 will urite t( 
you again; the only reason of my writing to-day is, 
tfcat this miserable letter may be forwarded on Monday, 
and tlmt you may not have to add to the number of 
yirtir uneasinesses, that of being in suspense respecting 
the state of my health, which is perfect ; I wisli yours 
was as good : my love for you induces me to take care 
of myself; I cat nothing but what is proper for me, 
rlover two meals alike; madame de Chaulnes and ma** 
lame de Carman follow the same nHe. See, my chi d, 
irhether I am convinced of your affection, since I abate 
wthing from that delightful tone, which tells me my 
wmversatifon is agreeable to you: cherish, then, the 
mm regard for me ; doubt not that my love is full as 
j!ieat as yours, and with much greater reason. Adieu, 
tiy dear child. I do, indeed, love Paulina; I find 
nyaelf prejudiced in her favour; I fancy that in 
ittlt altercations between you, I should be her advo- 
cate. 

Madame de Chaulnes and madame de Carman say a 
hMsatid pretty things to you. 'I'he latter is a great 
Wi^r, she knows something of every thing ; I have 
a little of this tincture, so that our superficies agree* 
pery well together. 

a' Franoes-Julis de Cngnitt, married on live swth of 
» Heoiy Eoiaouei Huxault, inir4uis de Vibroie. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXXVm. 

TO THE SAME. 


Font^Auifeiuer, Moucla^r, Mayfly 1669. 

I SLEPT last night at Rouen^ from whence I wrote yoa 
a line, merely to inform yoa that 1 had received two 
of yo«r letters with great sdB&ction. I do not give wayx 
to ail its elusions ; for I should too often shrink from^ 
the combat, that is to say, from the society : it 
enough for me to feel it, not to examine it too near. 
Rouen is eleven leagues from Pont-Audemer ; we are^ 
t ome here to sleep. I have seen the finest country ia 
‘tl\e world, the most delightful meadows, and all the 
meanclcrings of the beautiful Seine, whose banks, for 
four or five leagues, are not inferior to the Loire; tliey^ 
are graceful, adorned with houses and trees, young 
willows, and litile canals, that are cut from this grewA 
rjycr ; all this is, indeed, beautiful. 1 had no recollee* 
lion of Normandy, I was too young when I saw it^ 
alas ! there is not, perhaps, one person to be found of 
all 1 formerly saw there ; this is a melanciMd^y 
tion 1 1 hope to find, at Caen, where we shaii be on 

Wednesday, your letter of the twenty -first, and that e£ 
M« de Chaulnes. 1 constantly took my meals with tbet 
chevalier tdl my departure ; Lent did not separate us;. 
I was delighted to converse with him on your aCfairs, I 
feel the loss of his society ; I seem to be in an unknown 
country, by never entering into this subject. Corbi- 
nelli would not spend the evenings with him, his phi- 
losophy went to bed ; 1 saw him in the mornings, and 
. the abbe Bigorre often came to tell us the news. 

' I shall watch your return, which will regulate mine ; 
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^^you are my ruling star. When I set out, M. de La ' 
moignon was at Baville wdtli Coulanges. Madame liu 
Ludo, aiadame df ^i^emeniL Mid madat^e de Coulanges, 
came from their convents to bid roe adieu ; they all 
roet at my house with ttatlame de^Vins, who was just 
returned from'" Savigny. Madame de Lavardin also 
cajne with the marchioness d’Huxelles, madame de 
Mouct, roaderooiselle de la Rochefoucault, and rhadame 
du Bois ; so many farewells made my heart very heavj .' 

1 had on the preceding day embraced madame de la 
Fayette, this was the day after the holidays ; I 'was 
quhe astonished at my departure ; but, my dear child, 

1 was in reality going to greet the arrival of spring in 
every place I passed through. It is a beautiful springs 
so brilliant and mild, that I wish for you every moment ' 
to enjoy it with me, instead of still sudering that cruel 
Boreas, who destroys you, and kills me whenever 1 
Uiink of it. 

I embrace Paulina, and pity her in not having a taste 
for history, it is a great amusement ; docs she, at least, 
like the Moral Essays, and Abbadie*, as well as her 
dea^ mamma ? Madame de Chaulnes sends you a 
thousand friendly remembrances ; she takes great care 
of me, indeed too great. It is impossible to travel 
through a more beautiful country, with greater com- 
forti in greater style, and with less restraint. Adieu, 
my, beloved, this is enough for Pont-Audemer; I will 
write' to you from Caen. 

♦ Andior of an excellent Treatise upon the Truth of the Chriiuaa 
Iteligioo. 
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LETTfiR DCCCLXXXlSL 

TO THE SAMS. v 

Caen, Thursday, May 5, 1689. 

1 THOUGHT I should rcccive at Uiis place your letter oi 
* the twenty -first of Aprih which I did not receive at 
Rouen; it would have been a pity to have lost it. Good 
heavens ! in w hat a tone, with what a heart, for tones 
spring from the heart, and in whai a manner do yon 
talk of your affection for me ! It is true, ray dear count- 
css, the business of Avignon is a great consolation: if, 
as you say, it had come at the flow of your finances, 
how greatly would it have facilitated a journey to 
Paris! Your expends have been very great, and this 
wdl only make up deficiencies ; but, as I said the other 
yo'-i must have lived to receive these favours froii;i 
Providence; nevrriiieless, my child, this same Provi- 
cnce will enable you, by^ arfother channel, to come to 
■ Vis; we must wait its de’^ iminations. 

is not easy to coinpreUeiri how the chevalier, with 
many’ c oinplairilir, will be able lo make a campaign; 
but he seems dctei mined, at lo show that he w^ishca 
It sincerely ; this, I believe, no one doubted. He is 
very much inclined lo go to Balurac for the sake of the 
wateis; I have seen the unfeigned approbation which 
the capuchins bestowed on these waters, and as they 
confirm his good opinion of them, he must act as he 
pleases; he has good sense, and know^s what he is doing, 
Bub'^good heavens! what a man is our marquis 1 will you 
believe us another time ? When you were inclined to 
draw unfavourable consequences from his childish fears, 
^^old you that he would be the thunderbolt ot warj 
he is and you have made him so ; indeed, he is an 
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amiable youth; his dawning merit promises a titlble 
growth : God preserve him ! I am persuaded you do «ot 
doubt the tone in which I utter this. 

I do not think you will have the courage to obey your 
father liOrt/crne*. Would you deprive Paulina, who has 
a good understanding, of the pleasure of exercising it, 
in reading the beautifhl pieces of Corneille ; Polyeuctes, 
Cinna, &e.? To havfe only this scrap of devotion, with- 
out being led to it by the grace of tiod, s< enis to me 
like wearing boots without Stockings ; it has no connex- 
ion confortliity with the rest. I do noi find that ]\r. 
and madatue de Pomponne treat Felicite f in the same 
manner, who learns Italian, and every th ng necessary 
to form the mind ; I am persuaded that she will study 
and explain the fine works in question. Madame de 
Vins was educated in the same way J, and yet they 
Will not fail to teach their daughter to be a Christian, 
what it is to be a Christian, and all the beauty and so- 
lidity of our religion: this is all I shall say to you on 
the subject. 1 believe Paulina imitates you in having 
an aversion to history; I think it very amusing. I aru 
very much pleased with the life of the duke d’Eperiion 
by Girard; it is not new, but it has been recommended 
to me by my friends, and by Croisilits, who have read 
it with pleasure. 

A word respecting my journey, my dear child. We 
catne here in three days frpm Rouen, without any ad- 
venture, except fine weather and a charming spring, 
eating nothing but the best of every thing, going to rest 
early, and suffering no inconvenience of any kind. We 
arrived here this morning: we shall not set out till to- 

• From laiUentenesj foolish or ridiculous sto ics. 

•f* Catherine-Fellciii^ Arnauld dc Pomponne, married to Jolm-Baj'*’3% 
Colbert, marquis dc Torci, and minister of state. 

J Sister of madamc de Pomponne. 
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Viorravr^ m carder Jto re^h Dol in three days, and tb^ti 
go to Remies ; M. de Chaulnes expects us with a lover’s 
inipXtience. We were uport the sea-coast, at Dive, 
where we slept; it is a fine couiftry. Caen is the pret- 
tiest, cleanest, most cheerful, best-situated city in the 
world : its streets arc spacious, its buildings elegant, 
and its churches magnificent; to this add its fields and 
(Valks, and, in short, that it*is the birth-place of all our 
geniuses Our friend Segrais is gone to messieurs de 
Maiignon, which is a disappointment to me. Adieu, 
my beloved child ; I embrace you a thousand times. 
Vou are now in the dust of your buildings. 


LETTER DCCCXC. 

TO TITE SAtlS. 

Pot, Monday, May 9, 1689* 

We arrived here yesterday somewhat fatigued, and the 
liors^js still more so. Tiiio. is the place tvhere I c^atno 
to see Itl. and madame clc Chaulnes four years ago. 
We came from Caea la two days to Avranches ; we 
tvr found the good bishop f of this city dead and buried 
a wtt'k before ; he was Tesse's uncle, a pious prelate, 
who w'as so much afraid of dying out of his diocese, 
that, to avoid this misfortune, he never quitted it. There 
ire some, whom nothing but death could bring into 
dicirs. We found all the domestics of this good man 
n tears; his shade, how^ever, did not deny us a good 
>up[)er and comfortable beds. From my chamber- 
vindow I saw the sea and mount St. Michael, that 


* Joha-Rcnauld de Segrais, of the French academy, was of Caen, 
Madierbe, Huct, &c. 

Gahriel-Philip de Froullai, bishop of Avranches. 



LETTBItS 09 


pi;(Hid,hiUj| w^icb you saw sq haughty, and which sa^ 
ycu^o beau;ti^ul : Lrecollect this Jou*‘ney with afTection; 
do you FQmembcr our dining at Pohtorson ? We w wie a 
]ojag time li^ppn the sbore^ constantly looking at this 
mouotain, and I constantly thinking of my dear child. 
At length we arrived here, where I defy death to catch 
the bishop. We found a gcard belonging to M. de 
Chaulncs> who is employed in receiving ail the troops 
who come from every quarter; the grief and astonish* 
meiit of the inhabitants of Britany ,i e deplorable, as 
these things to which tbe}^ iiavc been strang‘ rs 
since the wars of the counts de Montfort and de Biois : 
in short, nothing but tears and lamentations are to ba 
seen and beard on every side. We snail rest to-day. 
My son is w ith his wife at Rennes ; i shall take up my 
abode with the good Marbeuf, though she is not tpon 
the best terms with this duke and duchess, bein^' en- 
tirely devoted to M. de Pontebartrain ; but I must sub- 
mit to this trifling mortification ; 1 shall always follow 
ray own plan, I am upon good terms with every one. 
It is only for the sake of conversing with you tlat I 
WTitc^ for I have neither an answer to make yuu, nor 
any news to communicate, ^dioiu I am in very good 
health, and have got rid of iny fatigue : this good 
duchess is no bad travelliiig-compaiiion ; she loves and 
embraces you with her whole heart. 

LETTER DCCCXCI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Rennes, Wednesday, May 11, I6a9. . 

We arrived at Rennes yesterday from Dol, which is 
ten leagues ; we have travelled a hundred long^ leai»*’fi8 
in eight days and a half. The dust injures our eyesj 
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women, Who came t6 mee^: 
and whom wc wete obHgfed W embrade ia 
the tBidst of the dust and in the burning stin, as well as 
thirty or forty gentlemen, fatigued us ntudh more thaii 
the journey had done. Madame dc ^^artnan, sHio fs 
very delicate, sunk under it ; but I went through the 
whole without any inconvenience. M. de Chauldd^ 
dame to dinner, and showed me great attention.*^' I 
discovered my son in the vortex ; wc embraced caifi 
othci conlialiy, and his little wife was delighted to see 
me. I VC my place in madame de Chaulrt^*s car- 
jinge to M. Hennes, and went with M. doChaulnes, 
madame d« ilarman, and my danghter-in-law, in the 
bish**j)^s carriage ; W’e had only a league to go. I came 
to my son^s to change niy dress and refresh myself, and 
from thence went to sup at the hottd de Chaulnes; 
where I met with the good marchioness de Marbeu^ 
to whose* house I returned to sleep, and where I am 
loif^od like a real princess de Tarente, in a handsome 
chamber, hung with fine crimson velvet, and oVnaw 
me.nted like that at Paris; a good bed, in which I slept 
well ; a good hostess, who is charmed to have Die for 
an iimiUe; a good friendj who has the kindest senti- 
ments for us ; all this must please you. Here I am fix^d 
for some days; my daughter-in-law, like mySelf, casta 
a l<niging eye towards the Rocks, impatient to ^^d 
repose Jierself there ; she cannot long support the hurry 
and } u.^ile occasioned by.^n^%||ame de Chaulnes^s ar- 
rival : we shall take our time; 1 always thought hei 
very lively and pretty, very fond of me, and delighted 
witn you and M. de Grignan ; her regard for him 
maker us laugh My son is as amiable as ever, and 

de S^ugT»4*s dtugliier-i&-law bad aeve* leeii M. de 


t thirty 
^Jhaulnes, 
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•ppearg very glad to see me ; be is very handsome i. 
bif permo^ envoys perfect health, and is extremely Itve) 
and witty ; be talks much of you, and your son, whonir 
be loves ; be bas heard such praises of him, as aflect 
and surprise him; for, Hke us, he imagined he w as only 
a little monkey, and all that is related of him is solid 
serious. Talk to me a little of your health, my 
dear child; mine is perfectly good, which surprises me; 
you are troubled with giddinesses ; how^ did you dare 
give them this name, since you have exploded vaptmrs ^ 
The pain in your legs gives me pain : our capuchin is 
no longer here, he is gone back to work with his dear 
comrade, whose eyes give you such disagreeable ideas; 
so that I can no longer obtain advice, either for you or 
Paulina. I entrc-at you to encourage this child's desire 
of pleasingyou, and you wull make her an accomplished 
woman ; I advise you also to avail yourself of the fa- 
rility you find in her, to serve you as a little secretary, 
with her free hand and good oithography ; let this little 
jtfrsonage a''*sist you. 

LETTJ.R DCCCXv if. 

TO THE 

Rfiines, SunJay, May 15, 1689, 

d. and mudame de Cbaulnes treat us here with so 
luch cordiality, that it U difficult to ^’efuse them a few . 
ays more. 1 believe they will shortly set out for Su 
lalo, where the king is making preparations; so that 
re shall show tliem great complaisance, at a trifling 
expense, 'ihis good duchess has quitted her numerous 
circle, to come and visit me so much like a friend, that 
you would love her for it; she found me just going to 
write to you, and has desired me to inform you of cnc 
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tpkes to herseU^ in having hl^iigtit 
i good i^ealtbf M. de Chuulm# oft^n mcojtims 
l4£ isk entirely taken up with th^ militia; it 
Is very slrapge to see people wear hats who have never 
heeu aceMstomed to any thing but blue bonneta ; they 
aeither understand, what they are to do, nor »vbat they 
ai’o not to do : when their muskets were shouldered, and 
de Chau^nes appeared, if they wisljed to> sajpte him# 
tbt ir arntb (eli on o'lc side, and their hats on the other; 
they.w'erc Uilrl not to salute, and the instant after, when 
tliey vverii disarmed, if they saw de Chaulnes pass, 
they pressed their liats down with both hands, thus 
taking espc'cial care not to salute him. They have 
been told .bat when in their ranks, they must not go 
either to the right, or to the left; and they suffered 
ihemsf res to bo run over, the other day, by madame 
de C Ik. \ dieses carriage, without stirring a single step, 
notwithsr ending all that was said to them. In short, 
my child, the Lower Bretons are strange people; 1 
cannot rf»nccive what method Bertrand du Guesdiil^ 
took to make them in his time the best soldiers in 
France. To ^ ^ on with Bvitany. 1 love madcmojjselie 
De.seai tes passioii.*tely ; '>he adores you ; when she was 
at Pans, you had aut an opportunity of seeing enough 
of iier;^bhe lold me she wrote to you, with all due re-^ 
sp# ct to her uncle, that bhic was a colour, and a thou* 
sand th ngs about your s^n; ls not this charming? she 
is to thow me your answer. 1 send you an impromptu 
which she made the other day*; tell me what you 
think of It; 1 confess, I am very much pleased with it; 
it is natural, and not common. 

You? manjuis is* very good, very amiable, very at* 

* the Recrueil tic Coulanges some vexics of this amiable woman are 
bit^unif, but tliry did not appear of sufficient merit to be inserted 

bero. 
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tentiTe to doty ; he is a man* I find bib reputati^ 
is quite oilabUdied here, wbkh surprises me; 

* God premve him, you cannot doubt my tone. «cH(iw 
facetious you are in supposing that madam e de Roche- 
bonne cannot be always in her present state, unless by 
throwing stones ! what an idea ! I am perfectly of this 
opinion, and that it was thus Deucalion and Pyrrha* 
80 well restored the universe ; these would do as much 
in case of necessity ; the idea is superexcelleiit* 

LETTER DCCCXCIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Rennes, Wednesday, May 18, lu89. 
Thank God, my dear child, you have been bled, for 
1 acknowledge this has very much delighted me ; 1 am 
anxious to know whether your head has been relieved 
by it. Madame de Chaulnes, after having embraced 
^he beautiful countess, informs her, that like her she 
has ao uneasy sensation in her legs, which does but ill 
agreq with the gravity of the places in which God has 
jaut you both ; and if you find yourself well from being 
Ued» she desires you will inform her. Let her know, 
tben« my dearest child, for 1 shall be glad to find that 
my blood has not been spilt unnecessarily. 

We have laughed heartily at your entreaty at the 
close of your letter, that I would take medicine ; and, 
in fact, 1 was just preparing to take the powder and the 
capuchin's manna, but without any necessity, except 
the probable effects of Lent, and the length of time 
since 1 have taken any. So, 1 have been operated upon 
in oneway, as you have been in another; I find myself 
quite 'well after it. I had visitors iti the evening, M. and 

* See the rondeau of Benserade upon Deucalion tad Pyr'na. 
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i|(pi> 'kowerer, ferfecily tlit i»iU M 9wih 

i^jgpce, witlK)utwliPMtkl, IreokoaafMMttoitittig. Aililt 
my dewr child, wIm tre more worthy of bciof; h » t i n pd 
than jkoy daughter in creation. I atnbr i ice M« dc pi j i g iin» 
the chefaiier« axkd Paalina. My da«ghtier«ifi4aw tt g tie 
a€S»ctk>nate remembranoee to yon : cte takes great Cara 
of me withoQt reatraiat, aUowiag me coattan^y hafy 
btrty. I eiKlo»f» a note Crom madome de Aa Payette : y ot 
will see what BoaiHeTsaaya of omt child ; I am 
bentane will never throw the dice-hoK at i 

playing at backgammon, as he did at ^ pHtice i 
who returned the compUment with the cai 
dlestick: swords were then drawn, great disorder d 
sued, and the chevalier de Vasse was kdled ia attemp 
ing to separate them. 

LETTER DCCCCIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Roct», Wednwdnv, Juiie 9)9, i4a$< 

1 CANNOT tell you how much I pity the chevalier; the 
are few examples of such a calamity ; his health 1] 
been in so desperate a state for some time, that he can 
neither reckon upon past disorders, regHiks), nor season^ 
1 feel his situation painfully, both with regard to hioi- 
Self, and with regard to your son, who wdl he an iiift« 
nite loser; we may see all this at a single glance, with*- 
out odending hw modesty by the detail* I m con- 
vinced of this truth, and I ^ways lo<dc towards Ood, 
who fives our marquis a M. de Montegut, who is wis- 
dom itself; and all the rest of the regimenh iAto^ to 
please tbo diewilier, do wonders fior the tilde captain. 
ts*)^i this a sort of consolation not to be {band in other 


VOD^llI. 



O^TTSRS OF 


m 

feipaionto teas atUched to their colonel ? The marcjuis^ 
haa written me so aftectionale a letter, that I iiave been 
afieoted at it ; he does not cease ^o praise M. de AIqQiV 
tegut; he rallies me, and passes some compliments 
the fine piece I wrote on M. d’ Arles ; it was excellent 
of you to send it to him. He says he has renounced 
poetry, that he has scarcely time to breathe, that he is 
always on wing, and nerer two days at rest ; they have 
to deal with a very vigilant man. Prsyr tell me some 
news of the chevalier ; I have hope from the change 
of climate, the virtues of the waters, and still greater 
from the sweet consolation of being with you and his 
family. I consider him as a beneficent river, with more 
justice than you consider me as one ; he will give a good 
turn and good order to every thing. It is true, that the 
county of Avignon was a gift of Providence that we had 
no reason to expect; but let us turn our thoughts from 
disagre^bie subjects ; yours are but too full of them, 
and my letters. are incompetent to divert you. You 
jpHist preserve your health, the lo^s of which would b« 

much greater evil; mine is still excellent. The me- 
dicine of the capuchins, in which there is no senna, is 
as pleasant as a glass of lemonade; 1 took it, to think 
no more about it ; and as I had taken none for a long 
time, I did not feel it. You make this remedy of too 
much consequence, my son did not even keep within 
doors for it; it is only intended to remove what is su- 
perfluous, and does not make you look for the moon at 
mid-day, nor arouse the sleeping lion. We lead so 
regular a life, that it is scarcely possible to be ill. Wc 
rise at eight, and I often walk till nine, when the bell 
rings for mass,, to breathe the fresh air in the woods: 

11 

* Levif-Francis, mai'^uis (afterw»ru„ de Bouf^err 
marshal of France. 



inadame da Cbaalne^ madlmia de j^iniiai^^^ M. «de 
^RipmeSy M. da ^ Malo, M« aiid 

acwral ether ilifttiricHit Brafeetis, famafer 

fancy 1 see yon when 1 look Mi ma^ateie de Chaolnaa; 
conducting youreelf well to al)» tkie pt^per dittkictioni 
being justly observed; for every thing ii memteiy 
though natural and familiar. ** 1 dine in one cuaipg 
• and sup in another^;’’ that it, in the morning with my 
dear hostess f, and at night at the hotel de Chaulnes. 
The duke is constantly employed, sending away troops, 
and lodging them ; nothing but reviews, drums beating, 
soldiers, regiments, and officers; two tables, one con« 
swing of eighteen covers, and the other of ten. Every 
thing is splendid, as the chevalier says, and ** Every 
thing flies like a ferry-boat with the cable cut.^’ Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes thanked me for this comparison, wd 
said to me in a whisper, ** If I bad children I would 
not act thus.” We shall ^ (Sii Monday to the Rocki^ 
to rest ourselves a little ; my Son is quite impattenf tc^ 
be there, his wife ought to be there, and 1 p^t Imr jdfie 
woods of the Rocks. We shall say that our return wilt 
be speedy ; God will direct our thoughts and dur 
signs. I have just been reading a pretty leUer 'Uiat 
mademoiselle Descartes has written me; let Pattfina 
answer it for you, and do honour to M. Descart^ and 
to religion; as a miracle is absolutely necessary, ^ is 
easy to introduce it as yml ^£$11 find occasion. I ^bum- 
times laugh at my frtbndiSl^ for mademoiselle Des- 
cartes; 1 naturally turn to liter, I have always some- 
thing to say to her; she seems to me to be related to 
you, on her father^s side J; and thence, pefhaps, I boN 

* This is a line f ^ • ; of luade during ms jtf thv 

Fronde. 

^ i*;^adame de Marheuf. 

t l^.^ame de Grigoan nvcd \o call Descartes her father* 

VOL. VI fl. 





row a smal) pfOCtion. fiKwa my dear daughter. Adieu, 
jny beloFed child ; take care of yourself, and remeinoer 
.that 1 am in perfect health. Pauhna now writes a prett/ 
hand, but for you it would have been vile scrawl; 
this is not the only good you will do her. 1 am grieved 
to think, I did not nurse the chevalier in his last illness; 
Infancy he is going to follow your advice, and that of 
Mf de Jiouvois; he is preparing for the waters, and he 
will do well. Our marquis still conducts himself ad* 
jnirably^ 

M. de Lawdin ^ is set out from Roooe on his return ; 
you will hjMre Avignon a long while. 


LETTER DCCCXCIV. 

to TflE SAME. 

Rtnnes, Wednesday, Mny 2.=>, 1689. 

I Ais just setting out with my son and his wife for tlie 
Bocks. The duke de Chaulnes is gone to Lower Bri- 
Uoy ; and madame de Chaulnes will set out immedi- 
ately to wait for him at St. Malo : they would not suf- 
fer us to leave them sooner. We have remaine<l a fort- 
night through mere complaisance ; for my part, I am 
no overwhelmed with visits and duties, that 1 am r3ally 
at the, last gasp. I require rest and quiet in the de- 
lightful woods of the Rocks > 1 shall be there to-night, 
and shall be very prudent ; 1 am constantly thinking 

how to please you. We all supped last night at M. 
de Rennes’s ; H is nothing but feasting ; this is the land 
of good cheer ; the meat is fine, and well larded, and 

♦ He vn$ ambassador extraordinary at Rome, from whence be wau 
recalled, after having received many insults from pope Innoceht XI. 
with regard to the franchises, and other complaints of the cow^ of 
France against that of Rome. ^ 
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:he butter excellent. M. and m&diUMe de ChwdiM 
>\^uld each have written to yod, if -they had 
10 * much hurried. Madame de Chanlnes said to tne 
with tears in^her eyes, and almost choked ; At least, 
inform the beautiful countess, that I left you m good 
health She is, indeed, an excellent friend, who ad- 
quits herself admirably of the part Providence assigtiii 
her. I have now been with her six weeks, and, durks^ 
that time, her thoughts have been solely employed Id 
taking care of me, in watching over me, and gmog me 
the most unreserved proofs of her affection. Madame de 
Jarman is set out for Lower Britany ; she possesses 
soflqe of the most amiable qualities in the world ; yofa 
would love her if you knew her. Madame de Marbee^T 
is grieved at my leaving her ; though 1 ana part of the 
day upon her hands, she it loth to give me iip;.alie 
knows, however, the necessity of my going to the 
Rocks. 1 will inform you when 1 go to Nantes, and 
ivhen my son is at the head of the nobility. My wbdle 
attention is now engaged in securing the remittatipe ^ 
some bills of exchange to Beaulieu, who will take cdlNfc 
to satisfy the most covetous of them all ; lam just lika 
a ship that wants to be careened. You desire me, my 
dear child, to acquaint you with ray affairs; this istny 
present situation, and these are my designs; i have tld% 
yet dbne any thing ; I shall concert my measures tvilli 
♦he abbe Charier in regiad to Nantes. 

The chevalier will eettle tte most important of your 
affairs, before he sets out. I share in the joy you Will 
have at seeing him, and the benefit I am sure he wiH 
receive from the waters of Balaruc. M. de Grignan 
will return triumphant, and will not deserve to be 
throwm over those shattered balluslrades, w’hich have 
such convenient breaches for the execution of 
you., design. But will you always be the dupe of this 
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€X^i$h9e ? recollect that the north wind has often playec 
you the same trick. You alarmed me, for I thought it 
had carried away all the trees, and consequently all fhc 
nightingales; but it is with pleasure I find there are 
, enough left for them to sing in, and for you to know it 
|i spring by their opening verdure ; you have also gen- 
tle showers, which make you recal to mind our poor 
livri. Your couplet is very pretty; the air which 
Arcabonne * has given us, is a valuable acquisition ; it 
k played with such ease and success as are sure to 
please; I sing yours, but it is to myself. Your bro- 
ther is quite dissipated ; 1 can scarcely speak a word, 
or present your love to him ; he will be more tractable 
'‘i(t the Bocks. Madame de la Fayette informs me, that 
has seen M. d*Aix, who can talk of nothing but 
merit; she thinks you are the true bond of union 
between this prelate and all the Grignans. Adieu, my 
dear child, 1 must go; lam to enter our woods by the 
gate of Vitre ; there are ten w'^alks that you know no- 
Ibing of, and ray son is to surprise me with a parterre, 
vmd two new squares. We must quit this solitude to go 
to Nantes ; this is a melancholy necessity. 

This is the news from Brest; M. de Chateau-Renaud 
has safely landed his troops, arms, and money, in Ire- 
land. Lord Herbert attacked M. de Cabaret, whowas 
at sea with part of our fleet. M. de Chateau-R^aud, 
after having covered the convoy, for which he was ap- 
pointed, came to the assistance of M. de Cabaret ; the 
iSgfat lasted seven hours ; when the English sheered oi!^ 
much, disabled and shattered, into their ports. The 
French pursued them ; and in their return they fell 
in with seven Dutch merchantmen, which they have 

* See the monologue of Arcabonne in Amadis de Gaul, Act II. 
•cene 1. At that time an infinite number of parodies were made 
it. 
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bsought into Brest ; this capture is estihiated at a miHioa 
crpwns *. 


LETTER DCCCXCV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The RocIcb^ Wednesday, June 1, 1689. 

Paulina is too fortunate in being your secretary ; she 
learns, as I told you, to think, and express her thoughts^ 
by seeing how you express yours ; she is learning the 
French language, which most women are ignorant o^ 
but. you take the trouble of explaining words to faW 
which she would not understand ; and by instruct^ig 
her in so many subjects, you relieve your own headi^ 
mine. The tediousness of dictating, is not equal to the 
fatigue of writing ; and my mind is never at rest, bnt 
when 1 know yours is so. Persevere, then, in initnu^g 
your daughter so properly, and in affording so greats 
relief to yourself and to me. 

When you are assured of my being in perfect 
health, you do every thing that can be done, which is 
to dread its interruption. This too sometimes engages 
my thoughts, and not finding any of those little incon- 
veniences with which you are acquainted, I say with 
astonishment, 1 must, however, expect that this happy 
state will change; and I cpnclude, that 1 ought, as 
upon all other occasions, to submit to the will of God> 
and believe, that in inflicting ills upon me, he will give 
me patience; I will therefore enjoy my present lot, 

* These events are too much confounded. The landing took placs 
on the 21 St of March, and the naval engagement on the 19th of May. 

is known that king James could not support himself in Ireland for 
morw ^han a year. 
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ooadjtitd?^ has had the colic; he has passed 
two more stones. I write nonsense to him; I tell hi/n^ 
I do not lend him xny apartment for the purposes 
of lying-in; that he should be satisfied A^ith the two 
painful children he brought forth last year, to which I 
was both witness and go<!mother; and ask what he in- 
tends to do with this <‘ruel fertility, which will perhaps 
strangle its father, it' it be not mollified and managed. 

I sincerely pity the chevalier, and am delighted thrit lie 
is oojivinced of the care I would have taken of him in 
his flhtess. I do not understand how any one can hesi- 
tarte in giving the preference to the waters of Balaruc ; 
present when he wa«* advised to go thither; after 
virtues had been set forth, this was determined on. 
From hence, my dear child, he wdll pay you a visit, 
afltf this will be a great happiness to you and all his fa- 
nfifly; you will have many things to talk of, you will 
not want for conversatton. 

The idea of c<mij>aring the north wind to the chat- 
tering of the ladies of iVix, ap|)ears to me very hu- 
morous. I know bow attentive you are to this sort of 
company : I believe you are still more so to the wind ; 
and if I may judge from your manner of speaking of it, 
you \xi3h more ardently for its absence than that of the 
coart,4>f your ladies. You may be certain that your ex- 
traordinary terror arises from the unexpected fall of th^ 
tower; it was not placed there for nothing, it was a pa- 
ravent, and broke, as you say, the impetuosity of the 
storm. You are unroofed, and 1 am very uneasy 
respecting you; and, indeed, M. d'Arles might very 
well have dispensed with pulling down the towers 
^of bis forefathers. 1 did not know that he had found 


• The archbishop of Arles, whom she still euUs, from habit, the rc* 
adjutor, as he was so styled during the life of M. d’ Arles, hU uncl^ 
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Versailles so agreeable ; you tell me a thousaiul things 
J \yas ignorant of before- He will then have the honour 
of tlie civil petition. Rochon is returned, this is fortu- 
nate. Mad^e de Buries judgement with regard lo the 
business of the grand council w^as not amiss ^ she 
thought to cast us into half-yearly labyrinths, from 
whence x^e could never emerge; to involve us in 
nil the intricacies of chicanery ; wc were warned of it 
miraculously ; ever}’' thing has taken a happy turn in 
this afbtir. By the bye, the labyrinth of the Rocks is 
a very nreitv one, our walks are delightful ; my son's 
folly IS to wish for M. dc Grignan here, and to think he 
Would find amusement. We are rending the Variatioru* 
hy M. de Meaux; ah 1 how well this delightful book Is 
suited to my taste*! The time flies Kke lightning, 
though without amusement, and even in sorrow,; and it 
carries us atong with it 

It has not rained these six weeks, and has beett 
intensely hot ; now it is cold, though there has been nn 
rain, and we have fires again. I told you that aH tfte 
noldlitv of these cantons, to the number of five or six 
hundred, had chosen your brother for their chief ; this 
is considered as a very great compliment ; but it will 
octjasion a ridiculous e>j)ense. He has not yOl re- 
ceived orders for setting out ; we wish that such anxfll- 
necessary encampment niay not take place- 

• Histoire des Variations des Protestantes, by Boffuet; % 

master-piece of comroversjr, in which we often reeo^u^e the hand of 
the great oralor. But the schisms of the cl-urches, whose doctors ^i4 
not prete ’d to infullibiliiy, and who laid donn as a principle the liberty 
of ejcaminnig and interpreting, proved little against these chunhes* 
Tilts work folkiwed tlie revocation of the edict of Nantee, th^ £xpo^ '. 

sition de la Foi preceded it. The one seems a preparative to H, the other 
c justifkatiou of it. 
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LfTTER DCCCXCVJ. 

TO THE SAME. ^ 

The Rocks^ Sunday, June 5 , 1689. 

1 HATE receiTed both your letters at once; I am glad 1 
resisted the desire of making myself unhappy. Mar- 
tflfac assures me you are in perfect health ; and that no 
renieJies were ever more timely administered: they 
have at length cured you of your indispositions ; this 
alone was sufficient to bring them into repute. 1 have 
lost sight of the uneasiness which the duchess de 
dfhulnes felt in her handsome legs ; she often writes tc 
without mentioning it I have informed you, my 
dear child, of the good state of my health ; this medi- 
cine did me neither good nor harm. 1 have no vapours, 
nor do I take Jacob’s essence ; for there is no need of 
medicine when we are well : 1 no longer start in my 
sleep, and my hands are well ; in short, I cannot help 
thinking yon are guilty of ingratitude, to be so much 
concerned at my health, instead of returning thanks to 
God, and supposing I deceive you, when I tell you the 
simple truth. 1 am astonished at my own situation, 
and^ like you, anticipate evil. It is not possible, 
I tbil^k, for this state to continue long, and we must 
expect the usual indispositions attendant on human 
nature; God is the master, and 1 submit to his will. 
He commands the chevalier to seek relief at Balaruc, 
ai^ I am convinced he cannot do better: you will have 
the pleasure of seeing him at Grignan, and this pause 
will do him as much good as the waters. You will have 
a delightful society ; when jt shall please Providence to 
add your mother and your son, 1 shall return thanks as 
for a precious favour, but I dare not look so far into 
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fntarity. It is singular that madame de Bagnolsj who 
,J^t this boy an infant, shoulcl find him an established, 
resolute^ in^epid soldier, who throws his arms round her 
neck and enyoraces her: he is now perfect; he wanted 
nothing but this degree of ease and familiarity; he was 
timid, but he is no longer so ; how amiable he is, and 
what a good course he takes ! God preserve him, for to 
this we must always return. Madame de la Fayette 
will write to M. de Boufflers ; your son meets with 
friends on every side ; at first they were yours, they are 
now his. I hear that the chevalier is to set out to-day, 
at which I am highly delighted. 

God forgive me, but M. de Lavardin’s return gi^il 
Ine great joy ; 1 can comprehend all the pleasure 
receive from Avignon ; it is Providence who ^t yojp " 
this succour. I am wholly occupied with you and your 
aftairs ; 1 do not forget my own, nor to give the neces* 
sary orders; my chief object at present is to be here^ 
and remit some cash : but it is very difficult to touch 
lu this country; the troops ruin every thing. All pqt* 
siblc precautions are taken, as if the prince of Orange 
thought of nothing but us ; and probably nothing 
will be realised, but the desolation of this provinqe,^ 
My son is still with me; we tremble lest he should be 
obliged to obey M. de Chaulnes^s orders, and repmr 
immediately to head the nobility ; this is called being 
colonel of a regiment qf nobility ; it includes both that of 
Kennes and Vitre, making in the whole five or six hun* 
dred gentlemen. Our soldiers now begin to perform 
their exercise with a tolerable grace, and will soon do 
as well as the rest; every thing appears ridiculous in. 
the beginning; 1 assure you there are some Vitre 
that make a very good figure. 

Do not suppose, my dear child, that by taking up 
my abode at madame de Marbeuf ’s, I had any sort of 
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; with M. and madame cle Chanlnes; > 

jopbn^ioned it to thevh^ aftdthey wcfc very well pleased , 
b€«ides> a» madame de Oaraarawi waa with them, 1 should 
not have had a rest in that house. I was ex- 

tremely well accofhmodated at the good marchioness’s; 
and I succeeded in bringing about an accommodation 
between h^r and the duke and dochess, so that, through 
' their regarf for me, they forgot all that had past, 
ahd invited her to dinner. Her ryfFence was, having rc- 
ceive<l M. de Pontchartrain at her house, having given 
him a magniReent supper, and said, that he was consi- 
dered as the saviour and restorer oF the province. You 
guess the effects of such a speech : she denies it, 
vHhl no more is said on the subjecL I am sorry Pau- 
lina*s cold prevents her writijig for you ; I am now ac- 
customed to her writing, and think it is a relief to you, 
1 have not tormented you with mademoiselle Descartes’s 
letter, she would send it to you. You will, no doubt, 
yourself well in answering it ; it is a pretty little 
question to discuss, and you will treat it with ar^^air of 
lightness that will easily bring you off. 

If madame du Bois de la Roche’s brother had Joined 
t0 his Parisian dialect, his sister’s horse-laugh, it would 
h^e be«n impossible for you to have resisted. Larrei 
Wtfi Ve with you; he is, I believe, a son of the late M. 
Lteel;, who was attached to the late prince, and was very 
young when I used to laugh with him. How well you 
expn^ss younelf, in speaking of the haughtiness and 
confidence of youth ! We depend only on God and our 
sWord ; nothing is impossible, every thing yields, is 
^ftexiblcv and easy. In a different character, and pos- 
smijig beauty, 1 also was sensible to the charms of 
this jiftfiatiOn and its pros'penties; but, as you say, a 
time comes, when we must change our style. We find 
that we staddifi need of ail the world ; we are engaged 
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ill a IcLw^mti, we must take ifae advice of cotmtel^ 
must accommodate ourselves to all^ ittust live with tbe 
living, must cramp our genios on one side, and givoi( , 
free scope on the other : for my part, I find tteit yoar , 
knowledge m things is a thousand degrees beyond the 
extent of my capacity, and I never cease to admire it. 

It is dismal weather, it rains, the wind blows, and it , 
is very cold; .no more walks; send us some of your 
heat, some of your sun ; we thank you for your north 
wind, but he is rather too exalted a companion for ua. 


LETTER DCCCXCVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wcdticsclay, June 8, 1680» _ 
The resolution you have formed of going to yourestato 
in Avignon, i.s a very good one ; it is right that peoplo 
who so willingly give you, what they gave to the vice* 
legate, should have the gratification of seeing yoa; .a 
more convenient time could not be chosen; after 
you will be at liberty, and will have no occasion to quit 
your castle, but when it suits yourself. By the time 
\ou receive thi.s letter, you will have a tolerable good 
society ; ah ! is it possible that the chevalier can be witb^ 
you ? how happy you will both be ! When will ijny 
turn come ? ^ 

To pass as quickly as possible over the chapter of 
health, 1 assure you that the medicine 1 took, was oidy 
to chime in with the authors, who say we should nQ(^ 
and then have recourse to medicine well or iU ; and I ani , 
really so well as to be terrified at it ; it in 
to be wholly free from the complaints to 

trouble me. I know not what Providence reserves for 
me ; in the mean while 1 am economic^ of health ; 
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I am prudent in my diet, and no longer bare a wish to 
walk in the ereniog air, or to look at the moon ; 1 begin 
io correct myself of these follies, and thin.k it strange 
that even at Livri I was still as full of the n, as when I 
was twenty : but this is no longer the case/ After hav- 
ing read and talked sufficiently, we separaie ; I take a 
solitary walk in the woods, and read your delightful 
letters, with a mixture of pleasure and pain. The che- 
ralier makes me very uneasy respecting the situation of 
M. de Trouse ; pray tell me all you know of it. I 
my dear child, that this letter will find you all 
assembled at Grignan, and that you have not left Pau- 
lina at Aubenas ; 1 shall be very happy to influence 
in her favour, and to know how she stands with you : 
1 assure you that gentleness and reasoning will produce 
the greatest effect with her ; and, indeed what other 
means can succeed with a person of understanding, who 
endeavours only to correct herself and to please you } 
My son is still with us : we tremble at the dreadful man- 
date to repair into Lower Britany, there to incur great 
expense, without any other advantage than depriving 
us of the company of our indefatigable reader ; this en- 
rages us. 

I enclose you a note, which madame de Marbeuf de- 
sires me instantly to send to you, to know if it be true 
itiBt the son of M. de M**** is so rich and so well set- 
tled ; I can answer for the beauty of his house, furni- 
ture, and She wants to know the grandeur of his 

house, meaning his alliance; I say that it is very large, 
meaning literally his house ; we must pass over this, as 
well as we can, and dwell upon the rest, which is very 
good. I dbkild be very happy to serve this worthy 
wImiMms to be your friend. He appears inclin- 
ed to emigrate, and marry his son in our Britany. t 
shall do my best to effect this, and so will my son, at 
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%)on as you have answered tiiia note, and I know wlie» 
ther it will be agreeable to you. Tbu is enough for to- 
day, my'^tor countess ; you are in too good company Ho;; 
write or reaq long letters. 

LETTER DCCCXCVIIL 

FROl^ M. DE SEVIGNE TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, June 

1 WOULD rather have been the author of your leU^ to 
mademoiselle Descartes, tlian of an epic poem, or hyalf 
the works of her uncle ; I am delighted with it, and De- 
nver did Rohault*, whom you quote, speak so cleai^ 
upon the subject. With regard to myself, I can assurie' 
you, that if the inquisitor of Avignon will give yom 
leave, after you have explained your doctrine to hing^ 1 
shall hold it for orthodox, and even for the only ratiqiifl 
one we can have in a mystery of fahb. Do not sup- 
pose, however, that this letter which I so willingly praif^, 
and even admire, is without a fault ; it has one which 1 
have had a good deal of trouble to correct ; the writing 
is as difficult to decipher, as the subject upon which yqa 
reason is to be understood ; in fact, it is not writings 
bdt figures, some of one shape, some of another j it ja 
a great and beautiful variety of hieroglyphics,. 
cannot fail to please the sight, when they are no longer, 
intelligible to the understa|^ing. My Js per- 

fectly well, make yourself easy therefore upon this 
head ; she leads so quiet and regular a life, that for this 
reason it is almost irksome j but this is not worth a 
thought. I embrace you a thousand tiEl|p> |Qy , beau- 
tiful little sister; do as much for me to your ^ustrious 
spouse, and give my love to Paulina. 

* A celebrated Cartesian philosopher* 
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LETTER DCCCXCIX. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE^SAME. 

Tlie Rocks, Sunday, Jur^ 12, 16S9. 
My son is delighted with your letter ; and know that I 
bestow on it an equal share of admiration. 1 under- 
stand itjfcl assure you I understand it, and I do not* sup- 
pose ality thing more to the purpose could have been said 
on this redoubtable subject. For a long lime I said in 
my Ignorance, Is not a miracle necessary, to explain 
thfa m3^ste^y according to Aristotle’s philosophy ? if be 
rtquires one, Descartes is in the same predicament, and 
there is more sense in what he says, till we come to the 
part which destroys it all.” The good mademoiselle 
llescartes will be in raptures ; she will say nothing, she 
will admire you, only with a very amiable Cartesian, a 
friend of my son, who is truly worthy of being admit- 
ted into his confidence. Be at rest, my dear child, this 
letter will do you great honour, without occasioning 
you any uneasiness. We are here in a state of tran- 
qiiiHity, peace, and silence, somewhat different from 
yours at ATignon ; you are probably still there. It is 
a handsome city, I fancy it is now quite brilliant; you 
must have been received there with great acclamations 
of joy; I hay% accompanied you in all its festivities, for 
yOur preseddi inust have rendered the amusements per- 
petual. I long to receive your first letter from thence. 
Your compliance with M. de Grignan’s wish is very 
proper; when he is right you should not thwart him ; 
you have tak^n all your measures well. I very much 
phy M. de la Trousse, I 'am told he gives up every 
thing to his health ; he is going to Bourbon ; this is very 
far from Barege, whither he was destined. 
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^We are in the sad expectation of having poor Sevign^ 
snatclied^rom us, to go and take the command of this 
regiment m'ynr)bility, for we do not call it the arriere* 
ban. M, ana^ maJame de Chaulnes are at Rennes, they 
are going sh(j|rtly to St. Malo, we shall pay them a visit 
upon their return. M. de Chaulnes concluded a mar^ 
riage the other day, which gave me pleasure, between ^ 
the little du Gijpsclin, and a very pretty girl with a btrga; 
fortune ; when he had with great dilficehy settled tbc 
articles, he said, Let us draw up the contract the 
parties consented, and he immediately resumed^ say* 
ing, What prevents their being married 
row?’^ Every one exclaimed, Tl>ere must be wed^ 
(ting- clothes, a toilet, and linen.^^ — He laughed at tb^ 
M. de Rennes gave a dispensation of two faana#^ somI 
the next day being Sunday, one was paWisbed in 
morning, and they were married at noon j after 
the little bride danced like an angel ; |^e bad tearnad ^ 
at Paris of the duchesses master, and bad caught 
air : the next duy she was madame da ^kiescbn, aod ^ 
had saved 20,000 livres that would otherwise have lieen 
spent in the wedding. This is intended as a lessGOv fo9 
M. de Grignan, when he is disposed to make a midxdi 
in his government; both families were delighted with 
this saving. You care little about this wedding, btit, JDi 
I was present, I said, " I will give my daughter an a<?- 
count of it some day/^^ it » consistent with good senie 
to rise superior sometimes lodaifies and . Adieii> 

my beloved child ; 1 walk with you every day, though 
you do not see me; which is owing to the oenstant 
bustle of Avignon, 



112 


umrsKs OP 


LfiTTfiR DCCCC. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, Ju \e 15, 1689. 
What a difierence, my dear countess, between the 
splendid, brilliant, and dissipated life ypu lead at Avi- 
gnon, and the life we lead here, simple, plain, and so- 
litary I This is agreeable to the order of things, and the 
order of (3od; and I cannot believe that, however you 
inay be tinctured with the disposition of an anchoret, 
the^ honours, and this respect, from persons of merit 
imd rank, can be unpleasant to you ; 1 should even havvj 
some difficulty in believing it, were you to tell me so ; in 
truth, it is not in ^nature, not to like sometimes to be 
placed above the rest. of. the world. When I read in the 
life of the old^uke i^£perr|on, how grieved be felt at 
being compels to l^ve his fine government of Pro- 
TeiK:e, al} beautiful cities, says the historian, so 
great, and so considerable ; how much M. de Guise 
thought himself honoured and gratitied by the appoint- 
ment ; what a sure mark it was of a sincere peace with 
the king ; what joy he felt at being beloved and lionour- 
ed there ; I feel that, God having given you the same 
place* with all the accommodations, distinctions, and 
marks o£ cp^hdence, which you now enjoy, it cannot in 
masm atid;^||i^rity be styled* the most ridiculous and 
disagreeable in the world, I think nothing should 
gWe yon concern, but domestic aflairs and gr*;at ex- 
penses; fori in other respects, if such a place can bo 
pres i rP e d ibr our pretty little captain, I can a5surc vou 
JtwabeB my 6ne thing. I knotr your expenses are 
to great, Hat if they were long to continue, I should 
say to you at I did to madame de Cbaulaea, You seem 
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.oMne in a ferry boat with the cable cut. Bat tfccjf are 
at an you are now in your castle, where, though 
you have nOt much time to yourself, you will not be in 
such a vortex ; it could not be borne in the long run ; rest 
is necessary it all events : nevertheless if the expense 
could be ascertained in that charming city, and you 
were to pass a winter in Provence, it would be pleasant 
to be under th^rays of so brilliant a sun, M. de Cade* 
rousse has bestowed the highest eulogium upon it, by 
his recovery to life. Madame de Castries's daugh^r n 
very handsome, and madame de **** is very atxiiabfo^ 
and sings like an angel ; M. de Grignan would he in Ibve 
with her. Basset terrihes me; it is a treacherous and 
ehticing game ; a hundred pistoles are soon lost at it, 
your journey must cost you enough without this addi« 
tion. But see to what a length the rage of never ceas« 
ing to talk of Avignon, or your pander, carries me. 

My son is going to Rennes to receiva2^||k Cfaaulnei^i 
orders, to collect and put in motion Ihbte iioMe regi- 
ments. He will afterwards return, and tp^ioilile dajri 
with us ; and then, without danger, he will keep a great 
table twelve or fifteen leagues fropt hence— ihii is the 
misfortune. M. and madame de ChauJnes are going to 
St. Malo. Corbinelli has made me laugh by the re^ni 
he assigns for not having written to you ; ah extreme de- 
sire of writing to you, added to a thousand oppcrtunitiCM 
of doing so, and a strong coflvictioii that i| wps hut dut^ ; 
you must be very fastidiof^ ^eed if yottmi^hot 
to such good reasons. He infbrms me Chil M. de Shis- 
sons f attacks M. Descartes very vigoroatfy, merely 

t IVtcr'DaiiicI Ifkirr, iiishop of $oiMc«m. bUbip id 

A\niichc5, wAit otic 1 f lite n^i^t Uvmcd men of hu tiake, tad fMiMcd 
an extensive genius. T\\e i\uVe dc MoniauiAct, dl lamVi, 

dauphin of France, son of Lev* w W\ . made cW\ce d Lvm swL* 
sovcnior to that pfmee. 



MtTTBMS or 


in the hepeii^f ptessing M. ^ Montausier ; far it is sr.id 
does not understand what he eruieavours to . fsnrove. 
Mademofseile Descartes considers it as agrerc insuii, alter 
tlic infinite comp] iments she received frotn hi ^ at Paris, 
on the euloginms due to her uncle and th.' nn mortality 
of his name ^ there are people who will ^an wer him. 
** What/^ says Corbiuelli, “ a man to attnc k the judge- 
ment of a prince, and of madame de <;rign m, and M. 
d« Vardes 

I iMbrace you, my dear lore; you have been in great 
agitation, repose yourseif, I entreat you : I am in such 
perfect health, that I cannot undevM jud what God in- 
tends to do with me. I read the Trearfsc upon submis- 
sion to his wiU^, which rs always new' to me. What a 
bappineaa it is to be fuiKi of reading I I have written to 
the marquis ; every possible encomium is passed on this 
littlo gentleman. Remember me in the most friendly 
manaer to ail your circle. Are you not fatigued, cheva- 
litsv after your journey ? 

LETTER DCCCCL 

TO THK SAME. 

The Rocks, Suntky, June 19, 16S9. 

I nEARLT lore your letters from Avignon ; I read them 
over and o^er again; they cheer my imagmution and 
the silence ctf our woods. I seem to be there w ith you, 
i share your triumph, converse wdth you, entertain your 
company, and honour their nobility and their iijcrit ; in 
short, 1 enjoy your beautiful sun, the charming banks 
of your beautiful Rhone, and the mildness of your 
air ; but 1 do not play at hasset, because I am afraid 


• This is the second Treatise of Vol. 1. of Moral Essays. 
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Vf i4; ^ can understand, however, that a life of sucA. 
► continuai^^iotion may fatigue you; and 1 am uneasy 
. 'lest your wrnt of rest should make you ill. Y(H 
must have arrived at Grignan, according to my calcula- 
ion, a day so/iner than the chevalier, who was at Lyoi s 
» the llth,‘ and set out from thence on Sunday the 
wth ; so that you must have been there on Monday^ 
he on Tues(^Hy ; no^ you both arrived on the same 
tell me if I have giii-ssed rightly, ^ 

ime de Vin> lias sent my congratulatiofH M* 
(le Poinponno on her son’s rcgimeul, and M. de 
ponne has written me a very pleasing letter, so that it is 
he who writes mo word of the pleasure I take in th» 
giAent, My son has just set out for Reraies, he wiH 
turn Uvmorrow ; but in a week he wdll fix himself there 
with his iiuhility, to teach them \o form themselves into 
squadrons, and to give them a warlike air ; he is quite 
discons()lv\te at being ihos obliged to retog^ to a profeg* 
Sion which he had so cordially quitted ; he wiU keep it 
terriuc table; this is tiie tu aidefn and m bono; hi short# 
it the will of God. We .shall be alone, but vhe fine 
weather returning to our assistance, w ith goOf] books# 
W'ork, and fine walks. Do not trouble yourSv;lf, my 
dear child, to answer my old letters, I do not u-cnllfct 
them ; talk to me of yourself, and all that is at Grignan* 

I wish the chevalier a good state of health, and that he 
may find some consolation for his misfortunes, in the 
charms of your delightful society, and that of all his 
mily ; tell me his opinion of the buildings^ and if Car- 
cassonne^s is always to remain with its arms Mdtd* I 
embrace the count, Paulina, and all who wish to be re-* 
membered by me. 
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LETTER DCCCCIL 

TO THE SAME. 

\ 

The Rocks, Wednesday, Jvne 22 , 1689 . 
Ah! what a beautiful procession*! how holy! how 
magnificent! how suitable are the demonstrations of 
respect! how well adapted all the external parts cf 
1^ in comparison of your prxifanations at Aix with 
your Prince qf Love and paper horses §! What a dif- 
ference ! I am struck with the beauty of this cavalcade, 
IQ which is added military music. The perfumes scat- 
t^ed so opportunely, the noble and respectful manner 
of saluting you; M. de Grignan’s good looks, which are 
so well suited lo these occasions ; in short, the whole 
Ceremony aiEfects and pleases me. This is the place for 
the blue ribbon; this ornament is intended for persons 
of M. de Grignan^s birth and station ; and you say truly, 
that the ostentation of modest men does not offend the 
pride of others ; because it is neither ostentation nor 
pride, and justice is done to real merit. 1 own, my 
dear child, that in the midst of all this clamour, the com- 
munion surprised me : it is so short a time since Whit- 
suntide, that your public situation perhaps makes these 
demonstrations necessary ; for, otherwise, 1 should not 

^ The proceisioa at Avignon on the day of the F6te Diea. 

The indecoicj of the procession exhibited at Aix the same day, is 
sallied to cxtriTagance. This procession was instituted by Hcn^ d* Anjou, 
king of NoplM and Sicily, count de Provence, who regulated the caval- 
ca4e and ceremony. A satire upon this subject may be seen, in a little 
TAtin wtMrk, under the title of Queicla ad Gassa^dum* 

J The Fdnce of Love has for several years been omitted. 

§ Tltere Ore men in the procession, who dance about oq pasteboard 
kofset, who appear like a new species of Centaurs. 
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jppose you more pious than St. Louis, who common- 
(J 8iil^ fi^e times in a year. La Chaise* was asked* 
kith some asperity, where he met with this circom- 
tance ; he showed a manuscript of one of the almonera 
that king, which is in his majesty's library. In s)iort, 
ny child, you know your religion and your duty better 
han any one ; this is a noble science. 

• You are now at Grignan ; I hope you will sleep better 
.here than at i^ignon, where you could not find tim^ 
Tor rest. I have indeed serious fears for your health, I 
am very desirous of knowing, when the chevali(^ is to 
set out for Balaruc. M. d'Arles intends going to Forges^ 
does he still persevere in obtaining the civil petition ? 
Mj Baron, one of your judges, is dead ; this is a reaMi 
why you should not let this petition languish ; it is trOe 
that death interferes every where so indiscriminately, 
that there is no building upon any thing. You said 
well, ** Shall we never lay aside the custom of attach*^ 
ing ourselve^ to these wretched mortals Ah, it is very 
imprudent ! and yet by what chains are weiiOt rivetted I 
You have made me laugh, by talking to me in a style 1 
am perfectly acquainted with, of following madama 
Cornu el step by step, for 1 see and hear you; if health 
can furnish such hopes, I may possess them ; but God 
knows I desire nothing more than his will ; the futility 
of wishes should alwaj^^s recall us to this submission. 1 
?till lead the quiet tranquil life I have described to you, 
without restraint, in good society, and, occasionally, en- 
gaged in walking and reading ; your time at Avignon ia 
passed is a very different manner, but agreeably to the dif- 
ference of our destinies. My son will set out on Sunday 
for Rennes, where he is to keep a good table ; and this. 


Icau de la Chaise, author of a life of St. Louis, nuch cs* 
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if ibe imly warfare that will be carried Oi 
‘Jtfviknd Ofadamede Cfaauines are at St.Malo, tlyjy uisi 
wy much to we me. It seems we are n^r longer sJ 
terrified at we were at the prince o/ Orange, an{ 
ptfbtps these regiments of nobility, for we must spcal 
with propriety, will not march farther than Hennes ; s< 
that all the blows will fall upon your poor brother, j 
teeriierly embrace tny dearest countess, and think 1 arr 
eayitig a great many things to the cheviRier. Ali, he ii 
reaiijr sti Ghignan 1 he is no longer confined to that litth 
ftpartment 1 he seesyou, conTerses with you ! how happ) 
fae is inmy opinion, notwithstanding bis indisposition ! ] 
b«d written to modemoiselle de Meri on hor brother*! 
ftNMSS* ; she informs me that since the arrival of th^ 
brother de la Charite, he is much better ; that his ani< 
mal sptriU are again in motion, that he has recoverec 
hU feeling in his legs, asid that be i$ coming to Paris ir 
a Utter. 

Mademoiselle Descartes is charmed with the beauty 
tad exccUwice of yoar understanding ; she thinks Bri« 
tany unworthy of seeing your letter, except one very ami- 
ftbld*iiian, whom she calls her master, and who admires 
you beyond any thing he ever before admired. It is 
true that your letter is a perfect composition, and written 
kiartyle that does not savour of the dust of philosophy. 

LETTER DCCCCIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, June 26, 1689. 
At length, my dear child, you have left your charming 
Avignon ; if this residence has not tired you more than 
the account you have given of it has occasioned grief 

* Tlie marquii de k Trouwse. 
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VAvon trill rctaht a very ^MteeM^idei it 
ffj%at\Iesire of retarnmg» d^crlptroiHf t>f 

ive highly amtised ui, and partit|pitfy year Btoffindt# 
ho was formerly delighted, like yola, with the beidl^ 
of the situation, the mildness of the air, the fireAtilfeii 
arising from those two fine rivers* : but what you oly- 
served w irh greater attention than he, was the noble 
tiquity of t.iP ^.'hurfhes, honotired, as you say, with the 
presence and i4sfdfetice of so many popes; the beauty* 
}f the chapter, which represents so many cardinals, by 
he magnificence of the drer^sesf ; this is so ^Ugntaf, 
hat we have nothing at all like it in France. I liitn 
5eri the masquerade of the Penitents, ‘which cannot 
ly of being pleasing : but you triumph in speakhtgW 
le Jews!; I feel* pity for them, and pray, wfth the 
lurch, that God may remove the veil that pteventf 
em from seeing that Jesus Christ is come ; since the 
it rn and niadame de Bethune have not been able to 
iivince them of this truth, they must imt be persuaded 
by you. What a miserable and ridiculous repfesentatidd 
of <h:it noble temple, of that precious ark, of those 
sj)ectable laws! But whence arises that bad smeH that 
overcomes all the perfumes ? it is doubtless the nauseous 
odour ot* incredulity and ingratitude, for virtues are of a 
sweet* savour. The hatred which we bear for them i# 
exti-aord inary. Esther has however revived a pleasing 
idea of the young Jew^esses ; <Hir Christians would not 
have viewed them with horror. In short, I find myself 
disposed to repeat to you very foolishly all you have* 
related, which will probably prove tedious to you; but 

* The Rlioue, and the Durance, which empties itself intd tbs Rhone 
a. liaguc bflow Avignon. 

" choir habits of the canons of the metropolis of AvignoaeTe 
e of the cardinals. ^ 
es to the Jewish festival at Avignon* 
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^ »yrt for the affection tfiat^hac. 

iMMad yon'^o gi^uit theae descriptions, tp run awa^ 

ML. ...t. 

- cwld yott nerer take another journey to Av ignon, 
v fe ft ikit tgaia encountering the same agitations ? could 
enjoy no repose in that fine climate, nor the society 
etf'aiiy of the rational beings who inhabit it ? could you 
not sleep better? that is, sleep at ail, for you had no 
time for H. Must you always be engaged in that de- 
alructife basset? If a general revolution were to take 
place in these things, it would be delightful, and the 
chevalier would find himself much better for it: 

the air of Grignan is very diiSerent from that of 
Avignon. You have stolen all hearts; this I have no 
difficulty to believe. For myself, my dear child, 1 am 
not yet thinking of my. joimiey to Nantes ; I am per- 
secuting people there who are in my debt, though 1 am 
little disposed for such proceedings. I have a long 
i|etx»unt to settle vrith the new farmer, and, in this re- 
gfiictf the abb4 Charier will be very useful to me ; I re- 
kola yoa a thousand thanks for all you have said to him 
en my account Yx)u see plainly, my love, that what I 
of is as tiresome as what you say of yotcrseff 

k^ientertaiflmg. My son went yesterday to Rennes, to 
jifa fais regiment of nobility ; but when he is here, he 
niver sees any other pamges of your letters but those 
lifaow htm^Bueb are the terms ; so that you may give 
n^aiti4iC0i6«|it ^ yotp* exf^ses and losses at Avignon. 
1^11 it mademoiselle de Grignan is to remain any 
and whether the coadjutor will have the 
civil petition. 1 infohned him that ma- 
lif Fidnere is at Paris; it is for him to govern 
her from serving her foolish T-^end. 
Alt that interest you is so dear to me, and I m so be- 
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me 80 much information with regard to tl» af* 
Brest, that, though you may know as much aa ' 
f cannot forbear* repeating to you what he has 
me. Marshal d'Estrees was on board his ehtp^ 
all his orders were given, and everything was erabark- 
-ed, when he received a command from the king to re* 
'turn to Brest, and to remain there, on account of > the 
importance of the place, and the necessity of his pre- 
sence. M. de Seiprnelai is emb^ked : he is intrusted 
c ° . 

with the execution of this grand affair. Chateau-Re- 
naOd * is with him ; they expect the chevalier de Tour- 
villef, who is to join them, and whose fleet will com- 
Pf^se the sixty sail which constitute our force ; but there 
xare upwards of sixty ships, Dutch and English, in an 
islrf!)d nametl Ushant, eight leagues from Belleisle, 
'vhich will prevent this junction : you judge very 
tightly, my dt ar child, of the importance of this af- 
fair. M. de Seignelai appears to me like a young and 
happy Bacchus, who is going to conquer the Indies. 

It is said the pope is very much indisposed. * M. do 
Lavardm is arrived at Paris, he is afraid to return; and 
I have fears too, but of a different nature We should 
he prepared for all events ; God gives and takes away 
at ills own good pleasure. 

^ Thursday. 

These good governors received me with open arms; 
wp supped yesterday at M, de Pommereuil*s with some 
women. Revel, and olheis; we are to dine there again 
to-day, according to the regulation of the king^s com- 

* Francis-Louit) Rouaselet, count de Chateau-Renaud, since vice- 
admiral and marshal of France. 

*t* Ann-'H'darioii du Cotentin, chevalier (and afterwards count) de 
Tourvillc, vice-admiral and marshal of France. 

1 We know why madatne de S^vit^nd was apprehensive of the rceti- 
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* OfMUicii* . die Apokee to roe of you, mnd^ 

f<m 4m imt like, me to be at tlicv Rocks ; yo« may k 
liefi^ bmwever, tliiit> except ui wixter, nothing isj 
pfeasant to me^ or jo good for my beakh ; lam be 
qoite ttnfainged ffkb noiat and company, i irai gli 
to visit the Chaokieaes for a few days; md 1 skall ai 
ways come with' pleasure^ but noilifEig caw suppoit m 
except the hope of returnUig to my tranquil scene* 
This bustle can never please me ; none, in fact, please 
me but that of the hotel de Caraavalet, or the chatca 
of Grignan, if 1 am ever happy enough to hear it ; fc 
2 own that I passionately wished for the latter. Thi 
duchess says a great many kind things to you. M. d 
Chaulnes has said a thousand laughable ones to me, an* 
auch as tliey are, good or bad, pray answer them: you 
love me too much, not to assist me in paying those who 
have so much friendship for me. M. de Chaulnes has 
really much at heart what he raentiofis to you ; a jour- 
pay to Rome, to Grignan, to the king of Spain. 1 was 
so warm 1 did not hear half what he said. He will not 
dismiss the nobility so soon as was expected ; he has 
received orders to let them still remain on foot, without 
being of any utility ; 1 saw them yesterday formed into 
squadrons, they make a v«Ty good appearance. My 
son is much harassed wdth them : he has not time to 
write to you ; he returns you a thousand acknowledge* 
roents for your remembrance of him. I never lose sight 
of my dear couutess, her chateau, or its inhabitant^; 
present my compliments to them all, according to the 
frinricUhip they entertain for me ; you know how to vary 
the phraseology ; but I conjure you to embrace my 
dear Paulina. 1 often obtain these little favours f^r 
ber; love her upon my recommendation. 1 atoi ^o«irs 
more than my own, my dear ebddi tim ia a 
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mass we dress, bid each other good duy, retum^ 
janier orange- flowers, dine, and work orceadMtiU< 
Since niy soii^s absence/* I read to save his Httlmt 
i Jungs; I Jeave her at five, and retire to these 
delightful groves, with a servant who follows me: I 
take books with me, change my route, and vary mjr 
walks ; from a book of devotion, I turn to one of his -*: ; 
tpry, this creates a little change : I think of God and 
his over-ruling fyovidence, possess my soul, and reflect 
on futurity ; at length, about eight o’clock 1 hear a bell. 
This is the summons to supper ; I am sometimes at a 
good distance, I join the marchioness in her beautiful 
vn, and we are a little society to each other; we sup 
the dusk ; I return with her to the P/acc Coulang^,,^’ 
in riie midst of the orange-trees, and view with an en- 
vIou#^ye the awful gloom through the beautiful iron 
gate, which you have never seen ; I long to be there, 
but feel that it would not be prudent. I prefer this life 
inflnitcly to that of Rennes ; is it not a fit solitude for, m 
person who should think of her salvation, and who either 
is or would be a Christian ? • In short, my dearestxhild, 
there is nothing but you that I prefer to the tranquil 
repose I enjoy here ; for I own, with pleasure, that I 
would willingly pass some more time with you, if it 
pleased God. I must have the strongest conviction of 
y )ur regard, to give so much latitude to my pen in the 
recital of this melancholy life. 1 have sent part of 
your letter to my son, it belonged to him : when it is 
for Jupiter we change : this is a delightful passage i 
your mind is lively and free : your courage, strength, 
and merit, are superior to any ^ you are beloved in the 
same degree. Adieu, my best and dearest child; J 
hope you will talk to me of Paulina and the chevalier. 

I embrace the count, who « loved too well, 

c 2 
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sister, it is true ; I certainly lore i 
tf;ka,««ll I dare not telt you that I love bis son also, 
{„itiould blush with shame; I only entreat him to call 
no longer his aunt; I am so little and so delicate, 
that 1 can be only his cousin. Madame de S^vign^’s 
health is not at all like mine, it is stout and strong; I 
am ao careful of her that I should almost make you 
jealous: I must own, however, that I put no restraint 
^pon her: I let her go into the woods alone, with no 
jOther companion than books ; and she falls into them as 
l^turally as a weaael into a toad^s mouth. Though I 
the same taste and the same liberty, 1 remain in 
the lawn al* dhpetto{\n spite) of complaisance, which we 
explode from the number of virtues, when we can give 
it the proper name, and it is not our choice. You de- 
light me, my dear sister, in telling me that madamede 
^vigne loves me ; 1 have discernment enough to know 
tb^ vajlue of her regard, and to love her heartily in re- 
turn. We have taken groat interest in your triumph 
|md your grandeur; but 1 would nut have M. de be- 
yigne witness them : they would give him a disgust to a 
life of, trancjuillity, from whence he has been driven 
only by a provincial whirlwind, which will cost us hve 
jiundred pistoles. By way of consolation, allow me to 
embrace you with all my heart; I dare not say M. d« 
Grignan, for 1 have still some modesty left. 

• The pretended passion of madanie de Sdvignd’s daughtcr-in-Iaw 
for lyi. de Grignan, whom sh^had never seen, gave rne to many jesta 
SsSmuslag as they were innocent. 
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MADAME DB siviGNE CONTINUES. * ' 

much approve what my daugbter-iti-lsmr'lMii 
written to you. I have this momeoi received yoerlirt* 
er of the eighteenth* which had been detained at 
though it arrived, no doubt, with that of the sixte^th. 
This letter informs me of the arrival of the chevalier, 
looking ill, unable to stand, and with a disordered Vto*^ 
mach: do you VnoW what 1 did in reading this lettef? 
1. wept, like you; I cannot endure the idea of his ill* 
ness : 1 take as great an interest in him as if I wei^ 
really one of his family. 1 hope change of air and 
^utet will restore him : your attentions have alwayil 
t»e«n successful, and 1 sincerely wish they may be b6 
again ; pray tell him so. Let me know what room yoo 
have appropriated to him, that I may visit him. How 
1 pity Paulina and madame de Rochebonne for bkving 
been at Aubenas, while you were at Avignon f what a 
diiforence ! Do not divide your acknowledgements on the 
victory of the grand council; indeed it was entirely 
owing to the chevalier, and the respect that is paid to 
him and his friends; you were too good in allowing 
me the pleasure uf performing a part in it. I wish the 
same success to M. Aries. 1 embrace my dear count- 
ess with true afiection. 

LETTER DCCCCV. ^ 

TO THE SAKE. 

The Ri>cks, Sundaj, July 3 , 1 Ssa, 

It is nine months this third of July, reckoning from day 
to day, and from Sunday to Sunday, since I left you 
a ieluge of tears, and more than you perceived, at 
SQharenion. Such partings are grievous and bitter, par- 
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c ticularly when we have not much time to lose; 
t^irn them to our advantage, we ought to make thenrj 
period of abstinence and penance, which would biti^i 
sure means of making them salutary ; it is certain i.iav 
this holy economy is a favour from heaven, like all 
others, which we do not deserve to obtain. Wine 
months, then, have passed, in which 1 have neither 
seen nor embraced you, nor even heard the sound of 
your voice; 1 have not been ill, I have had no parti* 
Cular uneasiness. I have seen fine houses, fine coun- 
’ tries, and fine cities ; nevertheless, I must acknowledge, 
that it appears to me nine years since 1 left you. I 
bave had no letter from you this post: the delay is al- 
ways a disappointment to me. Madame de Lavar^ir. 
"tells me that she said to madame de Buri with regard 
to Chabriliand^s cause, which the last expects to gain, 
^ You have always great expectations ; but one of your 
friends, who understands these things, is not of the same 
opinion.^' Ah said she, you mean M. de Fieu- 
bet, but I do not believe him.” And madame de La- 
vardin afterwards told me, that M. d*Arle» is to bave 
the honour of the civil petition: it is he, then, who is 
io be the solicitor ; but I would not, I think, solicit wdth 
beat of drum in open court, where people are convinced 
you have already but too much credit. We lead here, 
my dear countess, the life I described to you : it is very 
fine weather; we are so perfumed at night with jessa- 
mines and orange-flowers, that in this respect 1 think 1 
aib in Provence. M. and madame de Chaulnes have 
written to me from St. Malo, and constantly mention you. 
Write to La Troche, she cannot be consoled for your 
forgetfulness of her ; 1 know not how it has hanop '^,d, 
for you are punctual : it is not possible that I 
informed you of the death Df her husband 
your answer. 






LETTER DCCCCVL 

TO THE SAME, 

The Rocks, Wednesday, July 6, 168!^« 

• f RECEIVED the two delightful packets, so essential to 
my repose, tcfgether. Your account of the chevalier 
grieves me ; I never saw him troubled with such va- 
pours, nor with so disordered a stomach. Were you not 
affected to see him carried into the house? You bring 
tears into my eyes. This has long been a subject of 
melancholy reflection to me. What a man ! at wh^t 
an age ! where is he ? where ought he to be ? what a 
reputation, what a fortune, strangled, suffocated ! what* 
a loss to your son ! These are great subjects for medi- 
tation, but to this we must add, it is the will of God 
that it should be so; there is nothing to be said to 
this : we must cast our eyes to the ground, and suffer ; • 
we are not the strongest. You seem to be reconciled 
to the word vapours, which you would not utter till it 
was explained to you. You have relaxed in favour of 
the correspondence, which must entirely have been de- 
stroyed if you had exploded this word ; it serves to 
explain a thousand things that have no name ; our ig- 
norance lays hold of it as readily as of a Pam at loo. 
Let us then treat the chevalrer^s vapours properly ; say 
nothing to him that can vex him ; let there be no alter- 
cation, no dispute : his blood is too easily agitated ; it 
catches fire, and circulates too violently ; this is the 
sole foundation of all his disorders. 

I am extremely obliged to your good company for 
^inl’ iig of, and wishing for, me. I own, 1 often wish 
Lnysel that large handsome house, w hose inhabitants 
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lam so acqaainted with. Many compli 
tbe new-comer. You hare made me Jaii^ ^ 
equipage with whifh be came inia your antc\ 
flying from the north wind, which seemed to pursue 
Inm. I imagine you only want ibis north wind to com- 
plete the budding ; what a convenience ! it will not 
fail you in time oF need : no weaker persuasions can 
prevail. Do not forget to tell me the sequel of every 
that occurs at Crignan ; this is the' stage tba* ^ 
tracts my aUeniion the most, though it be not the m . 
iwvpiertanl in Europe : but it is every thing to nu 
When 1 figure to myself the number of guests you bav' 
41 Grignan ; that this i» what is called living retired, 
tivoid other expenses ; T w^uld laugh if I could: an> « 
cay, My daughter is carried away by a vioiv 
whirlwiiid, which she, cannot elude, and which every 
where pursues her ; it is her destiny at the same time 
t comprehend that God proportions your courage to 
your fate; and yoiir conduct is so wotKlerful, that you 
' are always in the air, and yet you fly without wings* 
For my part, my dear child, 1 fall flat on the ground ; 
and when I have nothing, I have nothing. My a^irs 
at Nantes are >a a lamentable condition ; every thing 
ir turned to chicane and seizures, which are carried on 
for twenty years successively* The abbe Chasrrier 
daily offers me his services, and to come from a distance 
of fifty leagues, to settle my accounts, if necessary ; 
it fS enough for me to tell you bow much 1 am obliged 
to him. The weather i«, as i have told you, delight- 
ful ; the beat is pleasant at the Hecks; and J assure 
you, that the three hours I am alone in these woods, 
with God, myself, you, your lettets, and my book, an- 
l^ar to me only a moment* There is somethi; 
and* agheeable in this sol'rtude, this profbun 
and this liberty; there is nothing 1 prefer - 
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fijf; this is ittjr present situatssiai.: 
of Paulina, and what the cbeyalier tbinkDof hdf. 
de Sinafane de Vaareat, cm* the presnfoi^iii 
have with yott? Tel) me all this.in abnealii^ 
as well as the conduct and motions of M. d^Artes iivtte 
fourth court of inquests, without prejudice to whatEq* 
chon will tell me upon the subject. These things cod- 
• stitute my true myseif. I have been charmed again to 
hear Martil lac* speak of Avignon, and of your answer 
to the speeclies. Good Heavens! my child, what^ane 
you dreaming of? You think the king or the proviaee 
will give something to my son for maintaining and bi* 
siructing the nobility ? not a penny, I ahsnre^ 
sjioaour is all. 

Do not be uneasy about the ktter you wrote U> 
demoiselle Descartes; she admkea it in secret, 
person of senae, who knows the conse^eacea of .wch 
a confidence ; 1 answer for it tliat she wiU never men** 
tion it to any one but to a very worthy man* wbouatsho 
calls her master, and who » as prudawl as hersoiA 

* ) 

TO THE CHEVALIER DE CRIGIirAN. 

I HAVE received real pleasure, sic, notwithstandtifgi 
sorrow 1 felt for your ill state of health, from the 
of your hand-writing : 1 thank you for this courtesy; Jl 
hnd you better from your ovim account than from 
accounts my daughter has given of you» 1 had still ^is 
resource left, as you say ; the knowledge^ that she 
so much for dm indisposition of tbo$e sheloves» 
to be able ta memtion them hut in a-wv^y calculated!,^ 
convey the most naolancholy ideas. l8iin,<theise£or«^k]^ 
dined to hope that your nadve air, such good society 
Balacuc, wilk restore your health : I asauee yoiv thei^ 
, ue (am things ia die world iwish. for more* You^ g^ 
le X by ixifpriaing mo of madam do Cdgmmfi 
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gpod state of health : I rely very much on what 
ihac says, but I prefer what you say. God preser.yj 
this dear woman, who is so worthy of being \ 
and grant her the fortitude necessary to support he 
fiKte, and all the evils that her affectionate heart occa- 
sions her \ 


LETTER DCCCCVn. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, July 10, i 
I SAVE received no letter from you to-day, an^ 

> iterefore chat with you on any thing that ofiers 
do Seignelai is now at Brest; 1 am a little unea 
not being able to discover the reason, for a reason mere 
must necessarily be. I advise you to pay attention to 
nil you learn from the chevalier witli regard to the 
great preparations of our enemies upon the Rhine. The 
stbbe Bigorre does not fear them, either for himself, 
who is safe, or for his friends ; make yourself easy, my 
dear child, about the pretty little coloml, since you 
have him at your finger’s end, i believe that the che- 
talier, after what M. de Montegut has told him, will 
not dare to repeat that ridiculous expression wl^cli 
made u& laugh, I know a fool: in truth, he is neither 
a ibol nor a child ; and if his manners, which we 
ftntneTly thought too reserved, be now tinctured with 
some hoklness, and he habituates himself to conversa- 
tion, he has no fault ; in short, God preserve him: this 
is th6 bdtthen of my song. It seems, by a letter Ro- 
dion has written to me, that M. d’Arles has a great deal 
of business upon his hands. His opponents ^ 

friends t ipadajme Talon has been the means of r . .j 
her hubband protract oorr, at the instance of : .v .ar 
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iBuri ; but if this delay continues much longer. M* 

' will complain to the king. Madame de Felu^re 
•t^adversary ;* if, through her great friendship 
lor madarne de Buri, she should change her sentiments 
in favour of her friend, this prelate will easily surmount 
all difliculties ; honest Rochon entreats me to believe 
that every thing will go right. I agree that M. Gui did 
• not speak amiss to the grand council, but 1 nevertheless 
thought, W’ithout prepossession, that the simple truth^ 
app‘. much stronger in Rochon’s discourse; and 
chis is so Certain, that if the chevalier recollects, he can 
inform you that we were quite in despair at not having 
our cause tried upon the spot, before the iron was cold j 
^hiswasasign that we were then convinced that 
jud^s were well dispose^ towards us, and that we were 
afraid they would become indiftereiit the next day ; 
but God gave us the pleasure of this victory : I shall 
never forget it, and I wish M, d'Arles as complete a 
one. 

We still h ad the same life, and I reconcile mysell 
better than I ever supposed I could do, to being thr^je 
or four hours alone ; 1 was so happy with you, my be- 
loved child, and my old friends, that I had forgotten ] 
could write prose ; and 1 am highly pleased at finding 
that I succeed so well. I have begun to read a book oi 
piety, which is better than any of my productions. It 
is written by a M. Hamon*, of Port- Royal, who .was a 
real saint, and who has drawn his work from the purest 
streams : it is a Treatise on perpetual Prayer, joined ter 

• John Hamon, a celebrated physician, and one of the best writers, 
of Port- Royal, ^who died February 22, 1687. Sec his eulogium and 
epitaph in the Necrology of Port-Royal de Champs, page 19, and 
continuation. Amsterdam edition, 1723. 

He was the intimate friend of Racine, who desired 1o be buried at 
ku fe^ ki^idie burying^oaod of Port-Ho^al,. t 



OF 


o^r treotkec. Wbat I have read of it 
lot me sidaMrable ; the preface is very suitable^ r 
approbation of the three doctors is a sufficient 
Hahon this book corues into your hands, pay • u uuV 
tpeci; M. de Grignan will be highly pleased with ii. 
witreat the chevalier to tell me soinething of Pauli 
1 bo|i« be is pleased with her. How docs M de 
cassonne agree with his brother, of 
•iich peasantries? what resolution has 
regard to his building ? if he follows hb i. 
tioo, I am persuaded a third story will 8c< 

I caoaot yet refrain from laughing at the 
^^^ralier took with him to reach the ol' 
i|||| The parterre belonging to ^ 

beautiful, so well planted, sq fashionaole, and sd full 
ftowers and orange-trees, and the place CoulangM k 
so, pleasant, that you would not know it again. Your 
poor brother is still at Rennes, to his sorrow, and his 
ruin. M. and madame de Chaulnes are at St. Malo. I 
sbouki &ever conclude, my dear child, if 1 were to tell 
yoo: how affectionately I am engaged with you, your 
letters, your regard for me, ajid the desire I believe you 
kave of seeing me with you, and the consolation I have 
fiom. this reflection ; it sweetens the close of my life ; 
but we must return to the will of God, which we should 
never forget. You gave me great pleasure the other 
in telling me, that you were not inclined to be 
jieahou^ ; how just is this confidence, and how worthy of 
fbe peifect friendiship 1 entertain for you ! t entreat 
'you, not to forget to pay my compliments where they 
are due. Your sister-in-law is so far from being tired 
%t the accounts of Avignon, that three days ago she 
made me read over again^ The Procession and the 
Jews «be k yery fond of* these things^ end I of oner^ 
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My taate perfectly agrect with youra^ ki io* 
ler^ that was a pleasant day to me. 

LETTER TfCCCCVm. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlie Rocks* Wednesday, July 13, 1689*., 
r^eived two packets at once as I expc^ed^ 
rs’-*<»cied that one, of the twenty-eighth or thir- 
June, has miscarried. 1 shall be sorry if ith* 
d particularly if in this packet 1 shovd4 Ittfe 
' answer 1 expected from you respecting the 
relative to M. de for it is 

exp^^ed at Rennes : I will answer for it, that you 
not contend for any of the hae lands speciiied io-, 
memorial : it appears to me that this gentlenaao is vei^ 
rich, that he has very fine furniture, and that he i# a 
very worthy man : his son is handsome and well nmdft 
is he not ? All this is well ; if I should be hard push|^ 
as to his family, 1 should, like M* de Rocbefo^au^ 
be obliged to swallow hot peas. If your a^v^er be 
packet that is lost, repeat to me, as nearly as 
what 1 have to say, lest your silence shoukf 
pinion, like Mary- Jane of Flanders; % 
have not forgotten du Beliay^s story. . 

This ruiuy and windy weather makes me mehuach^l^; 
U interrupts my pretty walks; but I End &L NicoJievif^ 
not allow us tg^ complain of the weaihar. . 

he happy, if 1 did not often reflect on Proxiflence ; 
ia the ceosqlatioii of the melancholy of it 

ebortens all cofiapldints> seflena er^ry 
.idea ;] or r^ee, it ought, to do al^ thi#.; hu^ 
ne^mg to our bekitg wias: enough to wsdL ooBseli^ 
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and toa easily aflfected. It is my opinion, that thoS 
who never consider it^ are much more wretched i^j 
tUlp who endeavour to habituate thetnselvfv! to ^ 
^SRjl^ind Providence, then, is going to determine ou: 
petition, according to its pleasure; its will, in regart 
to the arj^t, gives me sufficient hopes as to the sequel 
the interest I take in it is as great as my affection fo 
you is strong ; it is of the same materials : resignation 
k is true, has not so complete a hold uvej it as it ough' 
to have, in every thing else it is not amiss : bnt. a'-'s 
this is a weak side. 

When 1 take into view the whole of the long ahsenci 
to which we seem condemned, I acknowledge that ] 

■ ^mble ; but when 1 consider it in detail, and t’ on’ 
day to day, I submit to it for the sake of my aliitns ; 
for my journey would avail me but httle, if I did no^ 
pass the winter here : I am certain that rnadamc dt 
Chaulnes will also remain here the same time, and i 
shall follow her destiny. You, my dear child, calcu- 
late that you can live six months out of Grignan, and 
six months in retirement at Grignan ; can you call your 
present residence there, with all the splendour which is 
inseparable from it, being in retirement ? I wish your 
son could pay you a visit, and I think I also wish that 
the chevalier would unite the two seasons for taking the 
waters, by passing a winter in Provence : am I wrong? 
would not returning in the autumn mar all he had been 
doing ? should he not give up one year to the hope of a 
cure whilst he is there ? But, my child, I talk at ran- 
dom, according to my confined intellects; I cannot 
have an ill opinion of Balaruc, after what 1 have heard 
the Capuchins say. It is true, the journey is long ; that 
is a misfortune ; but ho_w many patients go much far- 
ther ! Your account of your eldest daughter's quincey 
alarms me ; it is a disorder I dread more than any^^ yo>% say 
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jTtte will not soon get over it, which makes me extrem^- 
jij!;. uneasy. Y^u have been very much heated at Avi- 
y^ori; »yon had no sleep there ; this mode of life is ad- 
fnirably adapted to an inflammation in the throat. 
Take care of your balsam; it is an infallible remedy: 
I have told vou the elBTect it produced on madame de 
■ed her instantly : never be without this 
icnip, 1 conjure you. Paulina^s is a strange 
,‘ipoor child must be very pale; you must 
-vj cure her. I find amazing virtues in your 
Vais, which are equally good for ad disor- 
ver opposite ; if experience were not in their 
should think them worthy of a place in Mo* 
^^oiiiedy of the IMcdecins. 

^ou give me a very pleasing idea of the manner in 
which you pass your time ; what excellent company I 
you have even the pleasure of not being tempted to 
quit your beautiful terraces; this is a happiness for in* 
valids; thiy cannot reproach themselves with taking 
you from your walks, they have the pleasure of know- 
ing that they are no restraint upon you. How can your 
days seem more than moments, since they fly even in 
our Thebaide ? How goes on our Carcassonne^s taci- 
turnity ? what has he at length produced ? what has he 
pronounced ? if he has listened to the north wind, he 
must have decided ; it does not explain itself in ambi- 
guous terms, and its voice ought to be heard above all 
others. 1 do not know the terrace which is your daily 
haunt ; it must be in great request, as it is sheltered 
from the north wind. All your views are admirable, 
I am acquainted with that of Mount Ventoux ; I am 
very fond of these amphitheatres, and am persuaded, 
like you, that if heaven should be curious to view our 
acles, its inhabitants could not choose a better spot 
^ them advantageously i while, at the same timei 
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yfHi wocild wjoy the moat magnificeftt apeclade m thi 
wilboot dispota. , 

lily 80 Q is gone to St. Malo^ to pay a short visit Ip 
M. stnd madame de Cbaulnes ; he is with M. de Pom- 
VMrenih and will return to Rennes. We are in hopes 
that this regiment of nobility will soon be dismissed ; 
m case of necessity^ they can be called together in tht 
twinkling of an eye. Mv son desired me, the other 
to say a thousand kind things to yovtfrom him ; 7 
hftPe done the same for you ; his wife is very -^n-v *hat 
ylk%ehould leave your 6ne orange-trees at Avignon to 
the mercy of the winds, and that you should say vou 
did not care about them : what an expression ! she 
tegs their life at your hands, and that, you wd^'^jakc 
care of them, or send them to her, and she will shelter 
them from the tempest. I told you that we were en- 
tirely surrounded with orange-trees, jessamines, and alf 
sdrts of flowers. I ask your pardon, my love, for such 
a long unintereftting conversation ; my leisure is dan- 
gerous. The chevalier will laugh at me,, and not withr 
«t reason. 


LETTER DCCCCEX. 

TO TH® SAME. 

Tlie Bxxrks, Sunday, July 17 , 1689« 

I MOYB at Iwgth received the answer concerning 
SeMrUme ^ abe is, indeed,, liiilo too sincere, if such ae- 
Qounta were aiways givers when marriages are in ques- 
tion, there are many that would never take place. 
J)ebta ia abundaiure, lands subject to taxatLen^ movt- 
g^ed plate;, good heavens I what a situatiofli! But 
is become of all thisfbeauttfiil furniture, of thase 
iomyaw . ttewt plate*, ttet: wpeib >idgl|iaiii1t 
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w at ? I tkocrght H an fHcraion^ 

v^a^not mistaken : the sitemiien ef 
bhose of eVery other pemonV, saveera strongs 

oi iiie limes. 

It gives me pleasure to witness, in idea, my ^tear 
countess,' the life you lead ; it makes my very woods 
cheerful. What excellent company \ what a brilhaili 
* . . . .c is to sing in such society, We hear 

whistle ; well, let it whistle on I” You 
Hore patiently than 1 do the contincratioa 
• . * : but they have ceased, and I have re^mncd 

>?*f ; 4 delightful walks. What de you say, 

aid you not suffer me to have two or ^hm^ 
/ ^elf, after having been at mass, to dinii^ 
U liii uve o'clock working, or talking with my daugh- 
ter-in-law ? she would, I believe, be as much vexed at 
this as myHelf : she is a good little woman, and we 
agree wonderfully well together ; but we have a great 
taste for this liberty of partirtg and n^eting again af* 
terwards. When 1 am with you, my child, 1 own I 
never letive you but with regret and consideratioB for 
you ; witl^ every other person it is from consideraiton 
for myself. Nothing can be more just, or more natu- 
ral : it is impossible to feel for two persons what 1 feel 
for you ; leave us, therefore, a little to our sacred free- 
dom ; it agrees with me, and by the help of books the 
lime pashes, in this way, as quickly as it does at your 
brilliant castle. 1 pity those who have no taste for 
reading ; your son is yet of this number ; hut 1 hope^ 
with you, that when he discovers the fatal effects of 
ignorance, particularly to a soldier, who has so much 
to read of the glorious actions of others, he will be 
clihed to form an acquaintance with them, and remoTO 
Ihts defect. 1 am also of opinion, that by reading, wO 
;actf^to Write ; I know some oflicera of vatik, fvbeie 
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Btyle is vulgar ; it is, however, a delightful thing to bf 
able to communicate our thoughts ; J^)ut it also often ‘ 
happens that thescf people write 'as they think, and as 
they speak ; every thing is in unison, 1 believe ti.iT 
^marquis will write well ; I have long wished he would 
pay you a visit in November, and, as he will then be 
eighteen years of age, you should think of marrying 
him immediately, and when he has provided himself 
with heirs, let him return ; but do not ^^ouble yourself 
about mademoiselle d^Or**** ; her fatht- is o fool, 
whose ill manners and ill will put me in a passion. 

1 cannot help thinking that the air and mode of life 
^^Grigiian, must restore the cbevalier^s health ; he 
iKtrounded with the best society he can wish fgjr^'itt*r^ 
out being interrupted by those cruel visits, those iiuarnu 
qf caierpillars, which gave him the gout; no cold, but 
a north wind that may be called his native air, that he 
may not be frightened at it ; in short, 1 do not com* 
prebend the obstinacy and gloominess of his vapours, 
in keeping their ground against so many good things ; 
it ia, however, but too true, that he is tormented with 
them. 1 am delighted that Paulina pleases him ; I am 
sure she would please me too : there is a sweet compla- 
cency in her countenance and her pretty eyes ; ah, 
little sparklers ! methinks I see them now. And rs to 
her petulance, I will engage that it is corrected ; no- 
thing more is necessary to etlect this, than ydbr kind- 
ness to her, and her desire of pleasing you : hut to ex- 
pect this dear child to be perfect at her leaving Aubenas 
is quite ridiculous ; I embrace her tenderly. 

I weep to think that M. de Carcassonne should sit 
again with his arms folded. Ah, my dear good lord, 
one little efibrt more ! do not cross them so soon, com- 
plete your work : look at that of M. d'Arles, -see bow 
high, how great, how perfect, it is; would you#^^ield 
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.this honour to him, and leave this part of the magnHi-* t 
1 • cent seat of jyur illustrious forefathers imperfect, in 
' ruins, exposed to tlie north wind, uninhabitable, and 
H >^0 inconvenient to your elder brother, as to deprive him 
of the means of affording a stranger, or even his ser- J 
vants, a lodging? am I not right? Ah! my dear kid, 
♦at*, --nil rage, do not leave this speck upon yt>^jr tsi^- 
^ or this advantage to M. d'Arles, who, nSwith- 

his ^ittle debts, was determine^to crown the 
If M. de la Garde woulPSsupport and 
je, in bringing this matter to bear, 1 think I 
. lose no reputation in the business : but I know 
1 am with the prelate, and therefore am silent^ 
i me real pleasure in telling me I am sonM^ 
times wished for by the Grignans; will not the eldc8t> 
who writes so well, say a word to his little sister-in- 
law i 

LETTER * DCCCCX. ^ 

faOM MADAMS DE siviGNji TO THE COUNT DE BDSSt* 

The Rocks, July 17, lOsa. 

We have here a large body of the nobility of several 
prt^’inccs. I have already told you, my dear cousin, 
that rny son, to his great regret, has been chosen by 
this whole canton, to have the command. As ibis un- 
wisiied-lbr circumstance is a sort of honour to the 
individual, he could not refuse it. He is, therefore, at 
Rennes, keeping an immense table, with which he 
could very well dispense, since the sum it will cost him 
will lead to nothing further. M. de 8eignelai is at 
Brest, to expedite our armament, which will be ready 
itkfour or five days. 1 am persuaded that the nobility 
will.be dismissed when M. de Tourville has a fleet; 
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rinrii Iten^lidttf the mean’s of makhi^ thejse pretenrf-. 
^f^uamtere of the sen to'wer their flag, ^ 
rTl Mft liete in perfect •olitude ; I may perhaps take a 
ktip ta &eaaes to see the duchess de Chaulrtes^ with' 
teimn I catne intd thie count ry, arut with whom 1 shall 
WlQflii If I could Irave our dear' CorbinelU here^ I 
rf wMrid BO* be to Ike pitied ; you kmwv the taste I have 
fcr hie roinch uad his worth 5 you haVe the same for 
him^ and) as the rest of bis friends ecptaUy admire him, 
they detain bins at Parte. My dear cousik;, and -ny 
dear nieeC) adie»; tbeic is no* happiness 1 do not wish 
to yan both. 


LETTER DCCCCXI. 

nom MADAME DE SETIGWE TO TBE COUNTESS DE ukiuman* 

je Renncf, Wednesday, July QQ, 1689. 

Tim date surprise* yov, my dear child, as well as my- 
ittf for 1 did not expect to sally forth so soon from 
tho Hocks/i where 1 found myself Tery comfortable. It 
is'true, that this excursion is only for a few days ; but 
M. and madame de Chaulnes have entreated me so ear- 
nestly and so cordially to pay them a visit here, where 
they are come to see my son at the head of the nobility, 
and the cotonei^s lady being also invited, as you may 
suppose, we set out the next day, which was yesterday, 
and fl)und my son here. 1 am excellently accommo- 
dated at the marchioness de Marbeuf ‘s ; we expect the 
good governors here to-night, and to-morrow I shall 
finish my letter, and tell you some news from Brest. I 
hdust not^ apeak to you of the fine painting in the style 
of Albane, which you give me of this little Roche- 
bonne ; for it is precisely so : I can fancy 1 see hiVh, 
and 1 thank madame de Ruchebonne for having obliged 
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p you to give mte thhpGrtrmt ; k h a cbmoing 
/r%M» refreshed ra^ imagination ; lie seems to be^ieasipta 
of the three boys at Paris. la shorty these are cbacmiilg 
productions ; when orie or are cast ia this oxoiild; 
it would be a consolation for ha¥iug a doaen j if it were 
a girl, skt tmild nt ike world cm fire, w Treville joaya^ 
beauty. But this boy has tieaUy 
• ^ tvlt {t; all bis little thoughtt and argumients; 

juf enile. rhetoric, are quite out of tbe 
d ; I should not have been at aU surprkedipi 
vmg scolded him, you had Joved him so 
have been almost ready to derour him ^ 

} can we do with such a little angei ? 

l»ii‘ ’ .< speak of that wisdom * which appears td 

me perfect folly, perfect madness : it has its source hi 
a silent phrensy ; a mad dog does imt always appear 
mad, though he is so ; my dear child, this is just the 
case with him : wiio would not tliink that every thing 
was calm within ? who would not think that be was 
lighted to follow tiis first ideas, and that they ivatib 
daily strenglhuned by meiit, and even by the sequel ef 
what might hiqipeii ? what a prospect I what a cousola^ 
tion, to bcijumUli his estate thus ! 1 ask pardon of mo* 

desty, but there are two liaes of Poiyeucies that 1 
cauqot suppress : 

Aux mains du plus vaillant et du plus ho n itS t e homme, 

Qu’oit i« tem.*, et qu'dtt vu 4uatre Rome ! ‘f** 

What a plea^^ure it must be to have such an heir, or 
such heirs ! J by what right, and from what a femily^ 

* M. <le Ganl«. 

*f« Coroeille’s Poly. Aet IV. Scene IV. To-thc hands <if the wesl 
' Itant and worthy amn that the earth erar aduied, or that Rome aver 

leld. 

^ Madame de Sdvign^ here. meMit the chevalier de Grignati, and alt 
' e Grigoaos. The estate of La Gaide devolved ficom Loiw Adhemat Ae 
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dees be cast nway ^vhat he received from Chcni? h 
short, my child, I am lost; what is wisdom P a half h 
fyieadsbipi have we ever seen them under such figures r 
It li said that be is attached to his house, I do not be* 
]ieve it; that he is attached to the chevalier, 1 do not 
beHeve it, unless, as you say, he loves the chevalier as 
he loves his house, not at all ; but what then does he 
love? this is such a monstrous thought, that I am a 
thousand leagues from conceiving it : let me know the 
sequel; will it not vanish, like the marriage*? Por 
my part, I do not believe there is any man bold enougi: 
to purchase this estate ; but 1 shall never have done. 

I shall only say two words more respecting the dispute 
between you. It seems to me that you are with a do- 
zen countesses de Fit sque ; you know they never con- 
•idered small estates, where nothing grew but corn, as 
of any consequence, and they thought they had done 
a charming thing in exchanging it quickly for silver 
looking-glasses and other baubles. Such is your dispo- 
sition, messieurs de la Balustrade : this comparison is 
decisive, and 1 shall not exhaust my simple and right 
reason, to convince you that gold is more valuable than 
quicksilver, and that madame de Sarson, who is a good 
farmer, is more solid than a butterfly. 1 cannot leave 
my letter at a better period. 1 am going to visi^ the 
good Chaulneses. 

M. de Pommereuil is just gone from hence : he has 

Monteil, bwon de Grignan. See father Anselme, rol. vii. page 93o, 
edition of 1730. 

* We have already seen that the marriage of M de b. Garde (Antho- 
ny Escalin des Aimarsj did not take place. Madame de Sdvignd hopes 
that the sale of the inarquisate de la Garde vvill prove the same, which 
was the case. This estate at piesent belongs to madame de Ca>.telane, 
grand-daughter of Paulina de Grignan, marchioness de Siroiane, sole 
legatee to M. de la Garde (her uncle according to tlie ettstom in BkiU- 
py), who died in 1713. 



WY ithout exaggeration, 

Aa^r of my affection for you : you me too 
upon tfft^ subj^t to.l>eifeyo peof»ie lor# 

others, when I discover ejects that nearly retemhii^ 
hatred. ' * . 

I have spoken in confidence to madame de Marbeaf 
relative to this memorial, and she thinks the me^sore a 
• good one : she is right. 

LETTER DCCCCXII. 

TO THH SAME. 

Rennes, Sunday, July 24, 1689* 

I r was said iicre that tli'* pope was dead, and that 3Vf, ^ 
de Lnvaidin was only changing his linen, and tras 
return again: but the abbe.Bigorre will not give credit 
to this report, and positively asserts thal; he is not dead, 
’lids fortunate county is the gift and bounty of Prcuvi* 
vh uce to you, and calls forth all my gratitude. 
make a very good use of it, but you are at length turned 
T ronomist, and j^ou will find your advantage in it. i 
jMVe proper orders respecting my afiairs at Nantes, they 
take their own way; 1 shall set the abbe Charier to 
work^at a proper time; the chief thing is, I spend but 
f ttle, and I send small bills of exchange to Paris, which 
immediately devoured. If I remain a little whilu 
in this country, I shall be able to breathe, which is 
"’’more than I ilid before. I should be very sorry, my 
clear child, tq be capable of doing what I do for the 
sake of hoarding money; 1 should dread avarice, which 
is my aversion; but I am very free from this. vile pas^ 
sion ; I have more reason to think that 1 am a true vo« 

^ tar)&to the love of justice; so 1 pursue my track, with^ 
out fear or shame, in the way of righteous econoxnyv 

VOL. Vlll. U 
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Idtidixdireti wlA fiiik approbatfon ; it has not left Tn<* 
doubt nftetlier it is my spring of action — I 
bwti bist too short a tttbe in a countfy where’ 1 spena 

I'canhiot tell you with what joy and friendship these 
l^fe goyernM recei7ed me> and what gratitude they 
•xpririacd at my coming irom the Rocks to visit them; 
t- M.' de Chaulnes has reviewed the nobility j it is a fine 
Ci'^^ent^ and tolerably well disciplined. My son re- 
the compliments upon this occasion in a manner 
that gave me pleasure ; whilst 1 could not help reflect- 
ilig that 1 had not educated and launched him intoTlfe 
atid fortune for that station. But then Providence im- 
;^iltt!d1ateJy occurred to me, for without this there would 
^ be no end of retrospect ; it would be a skain we could 
unravel : here it is we meet with fortitude; God 
l^eserve me from my thing that may overthrow this 
sukitary philosophy. By the bye, 1 received a visit the 
from tbree pretty women, grand-nieces of 
^l^escMies : thehr aunt not said a word to them 
your letter, which may serve to convince you 
of her dtsetetion* They told me a thousand things they 
hud heard of their uncle, which will amuse yog ; but I 
reserve them for the Rocks. There is a M. de Ganges 
here, who adores M. de Grignan, so that he must be my 
friend ; his regiment is in this country ; I really wish 
yon could know in what estimation a man of Langue- 
doc, who, knows all the Grigitans, and who is the count^s 
jjwuticUto^Triend, is held here. 

The son of the seneschal of Rennes, who was so wild, 
lU)d has had so many adventures, danced to us the other 
day: be is perfect model for a sculptor, twenty years 
of age, and has married the daughter of the president 
d mortier of this country very precipitately, because 
the first thing she did after seeing him was U> become 
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pregnant; so she was xnarriedjr |uid 

w^eks after. She is here, and beliefroa that w{|^a 

seear shp cannot be blamed; k is time that 
when he is dancing, it is impossible not to be of ^ 
wife’s opinion* Figure to yonraelf the finest person m 
tlie world, a countenance suited to the t^ro of a ixhf 
jnance, dancing in tbf^ most noble styje, Uke P4ootti>| 
Favier,orSt. Andre*, all these masters baying told 
* SijT, we can teaph you nothing, you knoi«r mooe 
we do.” He danced the beautiful chacomesi, which 
Spaniards are so fond of; but particularly the paaa»f 
pieds with his wife, in such perfection, as no wordi 
can describe : no formal steps, nothing but just oodottees; 
with fancied attitudes, some mastorly fiourUfiji&, 
then the simple minuet-step^ sometimes slow, and theft 
with his feet scarcely touching the ground ; 1 asitiae 
you, my child, that you, who are a jjLidge of such things; 
would have been highly pleased with the htimony of 
tliese dances. Madame de Chaulnes, who was a Sm 
dancer in her time, was quite in raplui'es herself^ 
said she had never seen any thing like it. A.mad^ 
very good sense sat next to me,, and we both said all 
we could to justify the girl, and in applauding her hus« 
band’s style of dancing. 

Did you, my dear child, understand the cause of 
marslial d’Estrees’s disgust, who had reached Conqufit f ? ' 
M. de Seignelai has succeeded him, and the marshal 
has returned to Brest. There are sixty-eight of the 
enemy’s ships at Ushant. We expect the chevalier de 
Tourville, who is to join M. de Seignelai, and then our 
lleet w ill consist of sixty-eight ships. It is thought that 
the wind which brings in the ships from the Levant, 

♦ Tliree of the most celebrated opera-dancm of that time. 

small maritime town in Britany, five leagues from Brest, witli a 
L'ond port and a good mad. 
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to! 6ft imftiTOurable to those at Ushant : thus we al- 
g^ays wish success to him whom we serve. M. and 
madame de Chaulnes desire to be nem^bej|f^tf^?o yfri 
in the most friendly manner. I sometimes fancy my- 
«elf with you at Avignon; two immense tables twice 
a day, and a basset-table, that cannot be dispensed 
The country is somewhat dihercnt. Madame 
,4ft<Jbaulnes has been at Avignon, and she w^as as fond ^ 
'0F it as you are; she was very unwilling to leave it, 
baring been received there as an ambassadress ; she en- 
ters Hlto all the charms of this residence ; God preserve 
it for you. 

We shall all separate in three or four days; this 
ought -to give you pleasure, for the life that is led here 
annoys me : they make too much of me ; I cannot be 
alone ; this is death to me. All madame de Chaulnes’s 
Tisitors come here; I have not a moment to myself, 
which provokes me : do not desire them to make me 
leave my solitude; I should be ill if I were long to con- 
lilllie this mode of life. The Eocks are peaceable, and 
^ifculated to preserve your dear mother to yon, that 
she may sec you again ; here we are overwhelmed. The 
regiment of nobility is still assembled ; so that my son 
cannot return with us. I could not help thinking with 
Baptiste, in an air he made for the opera, and which 
was sung at mass, when I saw him look so handsome at 
the head of tlie troops, ** My lord, [ ask pardon, 1 did 
iKJt make him for you — gentlemen of the arriere-ban, I 
did not mkke him for you/* You have said nothing to 
me of the chevalier’s health : it was he who told me this 
little story of Baptiste. Adieu, my child ; you know 
how much I love you. What a simple and common 
expression, to explain what is so raie and so uncom- 
mon ! 
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'leIter dccccxiii. 

TO THE SAME. 

Rcnues, Monday, July <25, 1639. , 

^ 1 M \Lr. sot r^iit to-morrow at day-break with M. and 
m:»iJ.iine de Chaulnes, to make a tour for a fortnight 5 
this i.s tlic^ vvay in which it happened ; M. de Chaulne^ , 
said to me tlio other day, Madam, you should go with, 
us to Vannes, to see the first president; he has paid you, 
great atteutions, ever since you have been in the pro- 
vinge ; it is a sort of duty in a woman of quality*^V; 
did not understand him : Sir,” said I, ** I long ^ 
return to the Hocks, to be in a state of quiet, which is 
absolutely necessary after leaving this place, and which 
you alone could have induced me to quit.'^ Here it 
rested. The next day madame do Chaulnes said 
me in a low voice at table ; '* My dear gouvermm^ , 
you noj^t go \\ith us, it is but one stage between thh 
pfae<.‘ n.i'l Vkmnc's; \>e sometifiies stand in need of the * 
|i,ii liaiijent. We shall afterwards go to Auray,^ which 
is only three leagues from thence; we shall not be 
troubh'd with company, and we shall return in a fort^ 
nigijt.^^ 1 answered somewhat too carelessly, “ Madanpt, ' 
you have no occasion for me, it is only your kindness 
that make's you wi.^h for, my company. 1 know of no- 
thing that obliges me to keep in with these gendctncn ; 

I w ill retire to my solitude, which is really necessary 
to me.'' Madame de Chaulnes drew' back somevyhat 
coolly ; I immediately asked myself, \^!^hy should I re- 
fuse people to w'hom I am indebted for every proof of 
friendship and attention to me ? I make use of their car- 
riage and of themselves when it is convenient to me ; 
and I refuse to go with them a little journey, in which 
r^erhaos cn-i.-iri ----- 
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irfight defect whom they pleased, they ask this faro* 
With timidly and politeness ; and 1/ thtrjgb<cr?perfe\ 
health, arid without any substantial reason, refuse then’ 
at the very time we are desirous of having the deputa 
tion for my son, of which M. de Chaulnes will probably 
ha^e the disposal this year: all this produced a speed 3 
revolution in my mind, I found I was not doing right. 
After 1 had thus reproached myself, I said to her 
Madam, my first thoughts only regarded myself, 1 
had but very little inclination to see M. de la Faluere ; 
but h it possible that you could wish H for yourself, 
and that tty company could give you the least plea* 
j^ure?^ She binned, and said to me With an air of 
ffuth, ** You may judge.*^ " This, madam,^^ said I, is 
€mottgh, there nce^ tio more, I will go with you/* She 
^M)wed, me that she was highly pleased, embraced me, 
and left the table, saying to M. de Chaulnes, She will 
go with us/* She refused me,** said M, de Chaulnes 
" but I was in hopes she would not refuse you/* in 
ihbrt, my dear child, I am going, and I am convinced 
that 1 act right, and agreeably to the gratitude 1 owe 
tfhem for their continual friendsliip, and to sound po- 
licy ; you yourself would have advised me to it. My 
j<ort rs delighted, and thanks me for having changed my 
niiiid : here he comes. 

VKOAt At. 1>K SEVIGn£, 

Nothing is so true, my beautiful little sister. Madame 
de Chaulnes was hurt at my molher*s refusal ; she was 
^Uent, coloured, and leaned upon her hand ; and when 
my mother Jiad made her reflections, and said she was 
• to go, if it were agreeable to her, she expressed 

such unfeigned joy, as would have affected you. I aid 
not know what had passed, but I was informed of it a 

• IFlnt president of the iwiiament of Britanv, 
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time after; and independently of the idea of what 
ipe, if they have the power, it waa 
opossible To fail in this little courtesy, without at th|^ 
same time failing in all the duties of friendship and 
-propriety; so I beg you will thank them heartily, as 
I have clone, Madame de Chaulnes is so careful of her 
health, that we may be perfectly easy. 


FROM MADAMS DB siviONi; 

1 HAVE just received your letter of the 16th; itistpo 
kind, too ohurming, and too obliging. 1 laughed, ajot^^ 
at the embarratsnaent of your masons and wovk^n^^ 
1 very much like the liberty, and even liberttm8in,.of 
your life and repasts, and am pleased that the strode 
of a hammer should not be . your master. Good hea- 
vens, how happy should I be to lead for 9 l while such 
a life Ml such compaiiy I nothing, however, can deprive 
me of the hope of being vn^you som day. 
step depends upon God, I implere hhas to pf rmk it, ml 
hope he will hear my prayers. I never could hove sup- 
loosed that butter could have been mcluded in your 
luxuries; I thoBght this could oply have been^thc case 
in Britany. But I shall never forget the reason why 
you eat as much as they please, ** that you are not 
hungry.” 1 shall ear as much os </wy please, for t am 
no longer hungry ; 1 thwik you far tbk phrase, i can 
assure you that I am quite tired of great entertamments ; 
I would eat as much as they pleased, if there were ftoMhg 
to eat. This is the phrase I return you. Alas ! 1 am 
very distant frcrni the melaancholy and solitude ef the 
dusk ; I long to enjoy h again ; 1 do nothing but Inom 
ruptives of reason and policy. This is lyif irWentitm for 
passing my time with a degree of thti^or that will 
prolong my life; it is the wilt of I will be as 
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careAil noy health z$ I can; I am delighted thj 
yours is so good, and at the im prove nr-nt 
Y^lier's, My dear child, I embrace you^'and bid v' . 
a^ieiv We^ were not yet at a su/Iicjcnt distance fron 
ffcich other* Find Auray in the ninp. 


LKTIER DCCCCXIV. 

TO TlIC SAME. 


f Aniay, Saturday, July no, 10fa». 

Sipe where I am, my beloved child ; behold me on the 
southern coast, on the borders of the sea. What is be- 
qc^n^e of the time when we were in that little cabinet at 
PariMwo st^ps only from ^ch other ? It is to be hoped 
that we shall, meet there again. In the mean uhile. 
Providence has thrown me here. 1 wrote to you on 
Monday from Rennes all I thought respecting this jour- 
n^y^ we set out on Tuesday, > Nothing can equal the 
care and friendship of madame de Chaukies ; her prin- 
cipal attention is, that every thing shouW be comfort- 
able to, me; she comes herself to see how I am accom- 
modated. And as to M. de Chaulnes, be often sits next 
me at table, and I hear him say in a half-whisper, 
'^No,. madam, it will do her no harm; see how well 
ahe. is : this is an excellent melon, do not suppose Bri- 
tajny pannot boast such ; she must eat a small slice.” 
And then, when I ask him what he muttering, he 
says ho.isonly talking to you, having you always at his 
elbow, as, a monitor to take care of my health. This 
whim of his is not yet exhausted, and has made us laugh 
more than once. We were three days coming from 
Rennes to Vatmes, which is about seven leagues a day ; 
this is an easy and agreeable mode of travelling, as we 
constantly find good dinners' and suppers ready for us. 


( 
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corporations assemblefi, and receive adl thti ctitiipK- 
jd o^asi(^n all the bustle, attendant on your 


'uces, besiues troops, officers, and reviews, which make 
« charming warlike appearance. The regiment of Car- 
. man is a very fine one ; tliey are ail natives of Lower 
Eritany, tall, and better made than the rest, but do not 
understand a syllable of French, except the word of 
command; when they peyform their exercise, which 
they do with as much grace as if they were dancing 
j*assepie(!s, it is a pleasure' to see them. I believe Ber- 
irand du Guesclin meant such as these, when he said 
lie was invincible at the hoad of his Bretons. M. and 
inadame de Chaulnes, M. de Kevel, and myself ai*e in 
one carriage ; sometimes I make Revel exhaust all Sa- 
voy, which affords him a wide field for animadversion; 
lit another La whose follielS and violence are in- 

conceivable ; then comes the passage of the Rhine ; 
this we call winding up, sometimes one end of the 
skain, sometimes the other. We arrived on Thursday 
night at Vannes; we were lodged at the bishop's. Mi 
d'Argouges’s son ; this is one of the handsomest, plea- 
santest, and best-furnished houses possible ; iSi]^er was 
served up with so much magnificence, as t6 ms^e one 
die almost with bunger.^ I i^aid to Revel, 1 am fai#lshcd; 
they* helped me to a young partridge, 1 would rather 
have had some veal; to a turtle-dove, I would rather 
have had the wing of one of those fine chickens from 
Rennes. In short, I do not retract ; if yon say, " I will 
eat as much as they please, because I am not hungry 
I say, I should have the best appetite in the world, if 
there were nothing upon the table;" we must, hdweverj" 
reconcile ourselves to this fatiguing ceremony. 

de la Falu^re was civil beyond expression ; he 
looked at me earnestly, and never spoke but in a tone - 
of exclamation : What 1 is this madame de Sevigtie? 
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If Si ifae Yiastertfay he gave us a dinner oi 

Ssb» 90 chat wo ha^e seen all that the 
Sfodtfoe; ^is is the land of festivity. I cliatted free*/ 
ffftii thisfrm president; he told roe very ingenuously, 
^at he disapproved the civil petition ; for, having been 
mforroed by M. Ferrand, his brother-in-law, how una- 
bmibosly the affair was decided, he was conv'inced that 
reason and justice were on, your side. I told him a 
word or two respecting our battle in the grand council ; 
he admired our good fortuhe, and abhorred the chi- 
canery that had been employed : 1 mentioned to him 
roadame de Buri*s conduct, with regard to the endorse- 
ment of false on what she knew to be true, the money 
that this chicanery had cost, the complaint she had 
Oiade that her suit had been stifled after twenty-two 
vacations, the delicacy of her, conscience, and her ob- 
stinacy in opposition to the adyice of her best friends. 
3W. de la FaluAre ftken^ to me with attention, and 
without being tired ; I can answer for this ; his wife is 
at Paris. We afterward^ dined, the wine of St. Lau- 
rence spat^kled, a&bd your boalth was drank in a low 
voice by M. and ntadpse de Chaulnes, the bishop of 
Vannes, and me, as welt as M . de Grignan’s, the go- 
yernor of this admirable nectar ; in short, my love, you 
are talked of from one end of the world to the other. 
We saw a very pretty girl, who would do honour to 
Versailles, bat rtie is to marry M. de Huerignisignidi, a 
near nei^libour to ConquM^, and very distant from 
Trian^. .M. de Revel is set out this morning to visit 
Brest, which is now the gayest place that can be seen. 
He will find M. de Seigbeiai on board his ship, marshal 
d’Estr^es jopon the pavS des vaches-f at Brest ; he will 

* Conqutt it sitiiated at the exlreroity of Brltafiy, in a place ddled 
the World’s End, ad fines ien'ce.* It is a sca-port. 

♦f* Pavi da vaches, the cows* pavement. 
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idoiire one of the Bnest naval aroiainea^ 

impat^/qe with"wiii<^ the chevalier de T^f 
ilh is eh^^Sed/ wl)J karn o^ct oam^er W* !^^ 
nemy^s ships at the island orUsfaabt ; and 
in four days, Jiaving gratified his curiosity, to' 
all he has learned ; this will be winding Dp the c^oe^ \ 
Madame de Chaalnes is just gene out ; abe 
to write to you. Besides the pleasure I give her, e^ 
has that of believing, that she communicates ^ very 
sensible one to you, in tal^g me away from the 
which you represented to her very difiewnt ^roin what 
they are ; for the air, which you woul^ believe bad, is^ 
in fact, very good; it is a spot 1 am partial to, the 
walks are charming, and the mode of living the^ agreea 
with me, and pleases me. It is true, I was somewhat 
indisposed there ; but I should have been worse in any* 
other place. The duchess c<mstant1y tells me that tlm 
beautiful countess will be delighted to find that she has 
taken me from the bad air (>f the Bocks; this, being 
once said, is established. In fborh my d^r ebdd, yoo 
have been the cause of my luakii^g ibis campaign f it 
is also the will of Providence. I accommodate myself 
to it, because 1 am of an easy disposition, and love and 
ought to love M. and madame de Chaulnea; but w>^en, 
it ehall please God to let me return to the Bocks, wbkjl ^ 
you so unjustly decry, I assure you, 1 shall be perfectly j 
satisfied. ^ . r 

Inform me whether, m Provence, fkya 

the same respeot to the lieutenant- ^ to the , 
governor ; and whether the two prett^OoU ai:^(| w cdun- 
sellors are deputed, to ineot, M. de"Qrignan^,,i^ ies|^ 
from Aix, wlien he arrives there *. ^ Ibst pre^o 

' . 40 - frP 

<> * Tlili ceremony is observed only once^ tto when the go- 
vernor or lieutenant-governor comes to bp that quality. 

Neatly th^ same order U afterwardi observed ail IwBriteny. 
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waits upon the governor on hw arrival, with an- 
ther prt^iden^ and six counsellors ; and the 
4:^rD8 thd^ visit. It is impossible to be rfec^^^vS with 
politeness than I am every where ; I every where 
nephews of i/our father Descartes. I have just re- 
ceived your letter of the 10th. It is a pleasant thing 
to be with these governors : they send their guards, 
and have their letters sooner than others. I am de- 
lighted at receiving yours; it is excellent, being full oi 
the remembrance and writing of all the Grignaiis, whoir 
I leva and honour, as you know. 

LElTIiR DCCCCXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

4 J ^ Auray, Tuesday, August 2, 1689. 

Whilst waiting for your letter, 1 always begin to cha 
' with you. M. de Chaulues greatly repents of having 
^ mentioned to you a journey to Rome, and of niakin* 
peace with the pope ; he did not know what you do 
rived from this quarrel with, the holy see : he is charme( 
with, and enters into, all your opinions, and now repeat 
no other orison than''your8, God 'preserve the pope, II 
you are hi^gOod Genius, that he is continualb 
talking, to yau,'tfj??od that he hears you. The other d'a^ 
said to me: “ Why do you put your hand to you 
head* mother ? does it ache I heard him, and repliec 
daughter* not at This is a sort of game t 

\ tis, and t^pojtfently reminds us of your love for me. 
am opi^uofaj nfy . dear child, that in jesting with th 
dukn^nj^Mhis Genius, which is always conversmg wit 
I him, him if it has not said a word to hii 

respecting jt^ur^.brother^s deputation, which you wis 
and hope fonS^^llbecause this is precisely the year th? 
he can do him ? J^dhess: you will give a better tur 
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> this, my dear child, than I cnn, and I am persnaded^i 
solicitation will produce great effett. 
you fevf^ruth, it is his right: if he is the mastM^ 
and this the festival of the nobility of Brjtany, 
a[)pears to be, and not of a courtier, it falls directly^, 
upon my son. 

Nothing can equal the care these good governors take 
of my health, nor the marks of esteem and distinction 
I receive from them, which sometimes embarrass me; ^ 
I’he happy arrival of the chevalier deTourville at Bresti -^ 
v\ ill make us return straight to the Rocks ; I oWiiitoyou 
that I ardently wish it, and that, if my health were not 
proof, it would be shaken by this sort of agitation. 
Afler having been terrified at the solitude of the Rocks, 
and been tlie cause of tearing me from them, you should ^ 
be the means of replacing me there, to pass the 
maiuder of the summer, which is the beautiful season 
for these woods, and where, according to all appear- 
anccs, I shall never pass another. All this should be 
said in jest ; but dwell more particularly upon your gra- 
titude for tlieir attention to me : I admire your govern?* 
ing me at the distance of two hundred leagues.— Let us 
leave Britany and talk of the Grignans, of the brothers 
who always return to their form ; what astonished me 
that Carcassonne should have left it ; this ang^ . 
w^as childish, and made him say things that our marquis . 
would not have uttered : the chevalier listened to them, " 
and read them too with < much pleasantry. This then, 
may be called (how do you express it, my dear child ?) ^ 
effervescences of humour; this is a word I never met with 
before, but it comes from your father Descartes, and I 
honour him on your account. We meet of his 

nephews and nieces here every . to all 

very civil and very amiable. 

This humour, then, is not ve** t 


dlowa 
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to eome into play; and tbe some heart that 

;€Oald treat his owa brother like a foe, 

Upr to take him to Balaruc, at an expenWs^^S^ 
iidie the foor wanting to his building; but he is in^ 
||6Dd humour. May he remain so, may he love and 
^teem him, and, above all, may he Follow his advice, 
mB if the tu aviem: I will believe that the heart is re- 
tifoed, and reason along with it ; every thing will go 
wbeiter; otherwise 1 laugh at these moments of friend* 
$hip» which give no credit to those we love. 1 was de- 
lighted at M. da Carcassonne^s remembrance of me, I 
never doubted that a little reflection would restore me 
to his good opinion ; it will be quite another thing 
^hen VK meet. 

As to M. dc Grignan, I defy him not to love me, 
and his dear wife also; all the things which occupy his 
mind, create in me no apprehensions ; and as it still is 
in our power, as he acknowledges through my daugh- 
ter-in- law, and as he loves my son as if he did him . 
RO injury, 1 assure him also, that I love him as if he 
loved me very much ; and that I long as much to go 
some day to Grignan, as if he passionately longed to 
see me there. What says he of his master's good for- 
tune, that grand affair which attracted the attention of 
all Europe ? The twenty-two ships of the chevalier de 
Tourville, which were to be attacked in coming to join 
oar fleet, entered Brest, Saturday the 3Dth of July, at 
o'clock in the afternoon, without having seen a 
lingle Dutch ship : the great armament which was to 
have prevented this junction, and which was at an island 
very near Belleisle, disappeared, and no one knows 
what is become of it ; 1 think, for my part, that it has 
formed itself into one of those dark clouds w^hicb we 
frequentl}^ see in the heavens. 

I am very uueasy about ‘M. de Grignan's journey; 
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utt a shell thrown into the nidst of jm «11 and 
.a^'VjHty ! I pit^ him, on aecouitt of the heftt;^k^ 

^ son ; when I reflect on the 

niences we ha«re experienced m this coki oointry^ oep 
pared with yonra, I sweat at the thought of the goUI| 
islands*. In truth, tho king deserves all tbait ia d(^ 
fot him, but it mutt also be owned, that he is very p|i 
served ; this ialhe idea we should have of serving^iM 
or rather this is the way in which w^vougl^^e^ 
him. 1 shaH not be at yo« inform me of M. i 

Grignan^s safe return. Alas 1 you tajip^ly, tppt Pci 
vidence, of which we talk so well, p^ls tv Stile i 
things which we have sensibly at heai^^ we are t 
blame, and our jveakneas is but too apparent upon evei] 
occasion. 

• Madame de la Fayette informs me, the has written 4 
you, to enquire after your health, the chevalier's^ an 
Paulina's; her son is very well at ^'est. There hi 
been a foolish affair in the army of marshal (FHomidfie 
in which Kogaret has been dangeiH^usly wounded t. i 
he dies, 1 should like to renew the ancieBt alliance o 
that side, by a marriage between the marquis and th 
pretty heiress. M. d'Arles is at Forges ; I believe, wit 

Tiiese islands are lituatcd upon the coast of Provence, and are ctxak" 
monly unown by die appellation of the islands of Hieres. 

f Marsbaf d’Humi^res, more of a courtier than a general, and more, 
conlidcnt than shilfid, wished to carry by storoft a small castle in Plan- 
den, culletl ValcQurt, and was repulsed with CfliHid liable loss. iLomriC^ 
who began to faar biin, 4ook advanu^ of the circamstaQoa to get htin 
recalled ; but he was the dupe of bis own malice. The king sent mlr^ 
shal de Luxembourg, whom he bated and feared much more. Matelir 
d’Humi^res is also known as tlie ^nrt who introduced luxury into t|ie 
camp. Gountlle waa astonished in 1654, to aee hid table iti the tna| 
^ spread with plate, and eveu as many dishes and aa fine a dessert ea at 
Paris. 
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wholly occupied in'j^our affairs ; 
j^t can he tell us so^without laughing ? . 

fou did not, say a word to me in your Ifet, respeg^- 
tfae ch^alier^ I thought he would drink the waters 
^he autumn and spring, and pass the winter in your 
climate ; but if he does not, I shall still think he 
For ray part, I know not whether a desire of 
you this winter at Paris, would have made me 
nt impossibilities; but I can assure you, tliat 
hese would have been precisely what 1 should have had 
to. encounter ; no money to be obtained but by sword in 
dhand, trifling creditors who stiU strangle me, coach 
horses to purchase ; so that 1 know not what 1 could have 
djDOe to have avoided ever after the inconveniences arising 
fram this derangement; whereas, by following your* 
example, and passing the winter in this country, like 
you in Provence, I shall have time to breathe ; I con- 
sider this regimen as good for you as for me. The post 
is j^ing; no courier is yet arrived from Brest, but the 
news is confirmed by persons from thence ; you will 
hear it front. Paris^ 


LETTER DCCCCXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Auray, Saturday, Aug\ist 6, 1689. 
Evbey thing sparkles with joy in this province upon the 
arrival of the chevalier de Tourville at Brest: M. de 
Revel has witnessed this happy moment. Tourville^s 
squadron was so little expected, that it was thought to 
be the enemy's; and when he made himself known, it 
afforded universal and agreeable surprise. He formed 
his plan with gres^t judgement and courage ; he suppos- 
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" the wind which would bring him to Brest, wott!^ 
. th^^ships at Ushant to quiflheir station, as fl 
otherwise drive them ufion the tslami. This 
so true, that they came out to'gain the open l^a benmp 
.where they were so far from being aWe to incommo^ 
us, that the chevalier de TourtillO passed by the sai^ 
place which they had been obliged to leave, and 
what was become of them ; he came full sail inta 
Ii arbour, where he has received alihousand 
for having judged and profited so well by the wihd. M, 
de Seigntlai is on board his Hiip,' living in great^is^le j 
tlie count d'Estrees is his friend, and.ifis^U^ly^ndi 
him provisions ; but th^ marshal sddoHrfceSi“Wlil|'l®ij 
on shore, receiving the Second visits, attB keepih^itabt^ 
that is seldom filled ^ there is nothing to be said upon it 
strange a situation*. The regiments of^La Fere ahil 
d’Antin have orders to march into Normandy ; 
man’s, and two others of this province, are 
Brest; and two regiments of d^gooAli wil) ferarli in 
lV)itou. The noblesse are to be dtshknded; so t^ 
tilings wear a more peaceable iappearaffco. • We shdil 


go for a day to Port Louis, and then to Vannes, because 
the first president is desirous of seeing M. de Chaulnei 
in parliament ; from thence we shall return to RenneSj 
about the 20th or 22d, and then to the tranquil Rocks. 
Til is is our plan, my dear child ; I am glad that I hav« 
given this proof of friendship, aud complaisance to the 
governors ; it was what I owed them, and they have re- 


• Tile Memoires de la Fayette contain curious cUtails on the displea- 
sure the arrival of Seignelai gave to marllul d*Estr^6s. Besides the &• 
vour of madame de Maintenon, this minister eniertaineii for' him mi 
much iiatrcd as she bore to Louvois. At lengih, Lauzuti believed it tc 
be his interest to lake away from the latter the management of king 
James’s affairs, and he effected it by the intervention of the queen of 
England. This, with the choice of marshal de Liute'jibourg, proves that 
Louis XIV. was already dissatisfied with Louvois. 
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id me twofold* M. and madame de Soubise are gone ^ 
itteet tbeitaon^/ who, it is said, ixjtust have a leg^am- 
knew upon what a foolish occasion. 
myatp^nspkes mpecting the cafnp of Boufflers ; 1 
tfkk of noUiifig elle. . preserve qut dear child ; our , 

^ Brest miikes us judge favourably of all the 
my dear countess; I embrace you affcc- 
lp]y|| You dripk cof]^ and chocolate in a burning 
piipi Jf the of dog-dayi: be careful of 

of me; for, i&tked, at suck a distance, 
nneasifiiik and presorve ouiMves for 
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\ feat ii^ beat M. de Grignan 

must be intense, since it is extremely hot here, 
^ we|upe 00 near the tea. In good earnest, these 

ti^ none of the dog-days of Livri, which we thought so 
r^iculoi:^; ^beseare without rain ; we are in a state of 
^^^oidtion a}f 4^ ^ excellent for 

our health. M^e go to-morrow to Port Louis. 1 shall 
l^ve your letter to M. de Cbaulnes, but not before 
^o-morrow, for to-day he is quite overwhelmed. The 
whimsical idea of the Genius which prompts him to take 
care of my health, makes us laugh still ; your solicitude 
imd attention' to the preservation of my person, have 
made such an impression on him, that the recollection 
of it gives us pleasure, and keeps up a continual corre- 
spondence with you. He says, when I eat prudently, 

* Louifl, prince ^ Robin, wu ^rounded on the mb of July, in the 
same iHkir a» M. ^ Nogvet. 
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’ divickd betweea the' ^leai^ of being Oo 
3y,health, sltA tbo palri*^^^our jr * 

^ > him; a ragoa^ 

IS cucumber^ nuts, and such tilings, _ ^ Cfbti 
*ion with you, which, ho#^er 
able to him. He consultl you lb 

• He thought the other day that you wMmd hi 
turn to Rennes ; I gave Wm leave fitote ytiiU ^ 1 ^ 
till the 18th. In shoit» all this 
haunted nor become insipid* " , 5- 

You are acquwmed with afiPoar 3 

that we have only three regiments of 
tenance marshal d^Estrdes there, 
him to take of this place wbm oUr fleet has set^iaih 
sembies TrivelMa scrap of paper, which coijaa^ 
hundred pistoles. The wond^ of this atkkp U iw 
knee and prudence of rnadame if Sstf4es\ 
himself is so mach surpris^ at if, tb^ lie 
mented her upon the subject, told pfdiwd \kt 
manner as to oblige her to perserere Ur her OotH 
M. de Seignelai enjoyed himself highly at Breet, Wh 
Revel was there; he loves the count d^Estriesf, fl 
says that the count was very willing to be hU frtei 
but,that the marshal rejected his friendlhlp^ No 
are yet received for the sailing of the fleet ; we hi 
that the siege of Mentz is raised ; we expect prosper 
on every side. An epigram of four tineh has been m« 
upon the pope, which ends in wishing for bis relh 
you know what I w^ish him. 

The son of M. de Soubise, and Nogaret, are recovt. 
ed of their wounds ; you know all this, my love, and ma 


^ Maiy Maigaret Morin, wife of maishal d'Estr^. 
f \ 11 tor Mary count d'Estr^s, afterwards vice-admiral and mmli. 
ol Fia ice, AS was then Jolin count d’Eslr^, his fallxer. 
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|e<jua!ly pres^i^ our dear chili I shall make your 


p^plioiieiitfl to miai^e deLivardin ; b^a word from 
^ood wi^an would be very seasonable, 
should lose her daughter-in-law, who 
i andltfso her grandson and grand-daugh-^ 

“ ]?rhp were all witli the measles in a dread- 

I amaatistted with the memorial respecting 
5 1 would not have had you other\vifc« 

: l^uld wish that be had not so many debts> 
I beautiful farniti|re was not so often in pawn ; 
(le whom I Tfeparted all these truths, is not 

and still thinks it the best possible 
T/elodon, so that this sincerity null spoil 
bhi|^ 1 iong^ know how M. de Grignan does. Is 
^.th&t^vaUer at Balarue ? 

- yon gifo ine a good idea of. Paalina^s economy, to 
more ; it is pleasant tp see her act naturally as to 
tlp^^seiovVaUoD of her little pleasures ; there is nothing 
feared in that respect frOm the name she bears. I 
however, exempt love from this tenacious hook, 
that cai^itet with it an arr of duty, and paints avarice 
without advantage ; for such a hook must always be 
decreed, and all we gain by it, is the appearance of 
h^g too jiuicfa attached to it. 1 have long been at 
with these miseries,' for it is the only prevailing 
pauion here. I love Paulina; every thing you tell me 
oC.^eri gives me pleasure; I hope she will have her 
he<Mth, and that the waters will restore it, as well as 
Martillac's, Adieu, my child ; I am very far from you, 
imd^veryviear you ; I wdll not undertake to tell you how 
tenderly I love you r,you may really guess it, not only 
from my affection for your mind and your person, but 
also from the esteem and admiration I entertain for yo«r 
heart, in which f hold so valuable a place. 



LETTER DCCCCXW., 

• # 

TO THE 


Auiay, Satoriiiqr, At^ IE# ion* 
The packet which I copfiderefl aa^lwt, is arrived "at 
destination : I had great reason to rapo^ it, 

*tains particulars that interest me 
should be sorry not be informed of all the 
build, and of the names which are so well suited to^ia 
We shall be at Rennes oa Tuesday: oar,iP^imi 
tened two or three days, owdng to the ai*rival 
rier, summoning M. de Chaulnes to Paris; his di^lofc 
are said to relate to the alfuirs of the stateS;^ we sbjH Be 
but, at all events, he sets off immediate^.; ® 

quaint you with ray destiny, and the day I rcturii to ii 
tranquillity at the Rocks. My son and his wife ^ 
Rennes; we have within these tbcee days take^^cnie 
tile prettiest excursions in .the worlds to Port Louis, 
beautiful place, whose situation is not nnknowm to y( 
You liave always that fine extensive sea before y( 
eyes ; w ere you to turn them aside, you would beh< 
if)e frightful countenance of M. de Mazarin^ : ^ut 
• .> many places he might have commanded, he 1 


fixed upon one where he is not the master, but bis sa 
and whicii is besides in the government of M* ' 
Chaulnes. There is no accouming for the exirhi 
gance of this man ; he is mad, and dresreslike abe^ 
religion has turned bis brain. We wanted to persm 
him to send for his wife from England where she 


• Armand-Charlcs de la Porte, duke de Mazarin, was high-bailiff of 
Hagueuau, governor of Upper and Lower Alsace, and the city and cuiilt 
of Hi'isack, &c. 

f Horterisia Mancini, duchess of Mazarin, and niece to the minUtef 
and cardinal of that name, died in England, July 2, 1691). 




^ being ^ perhaps perverted, and « 

^^pemam^|ith the kiog^S enemies. Ht alvrays . 

good heavens ! let 
£yreii||j||||^^ that she is excused from 
and that we^see her justification, in see - 
M. (fe Mflbarin. , 

?7e ilent the day, which was Thursday, to a 
ia C |p hMl which advances a league into 

SMt^bere tM'i^rchaoU and merchandise from the 
tt^P^JPeceived. A M. le Bret, who is just arrived 
MiAimu ,;aDd who has thejonre of this trade, and bit 
»W|^l^COine from and displays more mag- 
|herethan be seen at Versailles, entertained 
^ ma^e her husband give us an account ( 
^ nrtdch was very^amusing. We saw a great 
china, and stuffs, that pleased us highly, 
you the queen of the IV|editerraneaD, I would 

TO endeavoured to have got you a pretty stuff for a 
riaufl|^^gDwii ^ but 1 should have thought it an in- 
It. ^i^^feturned n^ night with the tide and fine vvea- 
IT, at|d dept at Hennebon ; your map will show you 
B aituatioa of these places : it was yesterday, as w e 
>re setting oat from thence, that the courier arrived, 
lom you will bear spoken of. To conclude, I fully 
tderstondjtbe advantages you derive from thisoarldom, 
pleasure you send money to Paris; this 
to preserve the pope’s health. I tremble 


thU epocha was in reality nothing more than an accom- 
Mktiothhkbonr for commercial veiscls. It did not become a town till 
vsrds-tbe jmr 1720, when all the di&rent companies of maritime com- 
pree were united in one, wliich the fictitious Tiches created by the sys- 
n rendered powerful in A moment. The India company liad existed for 
^ty-five yearsjrat the period at which madame<le Sdrignd wrote. But 
had made veiy little progress and the war which then broke out 
lolly destroyed it ; this, however, did not prevent its director from dls- 
lying the greatest magnificenoe, and at the «ame liinc^perhaps, render- 
1 him more opulent. 



very time a courier atriines : if ^k>d irould 
vour of his providence for a this ^ ~ 

mEfli 


grace indeed. Adietu tt>y chiid^ 
filMturbed with noise: I will to yon^ 
and answer both your jettersr 
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TO THE SAME. 

RentMiy IVedhcsday^ < 

Indeed, ray dear child, 1 have many i 

and many to reply to. I shall resunle 
the courier came to meet M. de Chauln^^lReniiebq 
He brought a letter from the king, which I i 
containing such orders as mUst command dbedtiticie, ' 
gilance, and even impossibilities. The dvckdve styld 
and manner of M. de Louvots were easily i^eojgniMN^^’ 
which do not ask, Can you take a journey to 
He will neither allow delay nor excuS^, hfe’l 
every thing. The king says, that he haS res^iB 
send M. de Chaulnes to Rome, because he is the ohly 
man whom he thinks capable of effecting the g^afest 
thing in Europe, by giving to the church a chief who 
may equally govern the church, content all the worldi- 
and France in paiticular; that he is informed thatt^^^ 
pope cannot live long; that the satisfaction he receivetf^ 
from the two other exaltations made by M.deCbauMe^i 
answers for the success of this, which is the mmrt 
portant; that M. de Chaulnes must therefore set cat. 
immediately to receive his orders; that the Frenclf car- 
dinals will hold themselves in readiness ; that marshal 
ci’Esirees will be invested with the command of Britany ; 


* This vfae M. dc Cbsulnes's third embassy to Eome, 



Cfaauljf»e»^s absence w® not be of long du-^ 
jrill recall hfm as soon as there 
l^oiasi adis^o all this, that the 
the success of an event of VFhich ]M 
oe i« to be the negociator; that his majesty, 

Iraowing that his affairs are not in good condition, will 
whttt is necaiiiny for so sodden and important a 
tlu^ baii|usi come; that the journey will be 
to much to his honour that , be is convinced 
t CSsaulnei will joyfully obey : he is not however 
ID i^ntion it yet/^ Our little corps is now therefore m 
cieot motion ; M. de Revel and I are confidants, en* 
wcrecy ; ’M. de Chaulnes divided between the 
sure offeeli^g his vanity gratified by the preference 
||hown Idm in thbf commission, which he issentfor from 
utmost extremity of Britany to execute, and which 
'^ves him the honour of a brilliant embassy ; and the 
^gret of quitting the states, where there will be busi- 
Ineas of great importance, and where he might equally 
have the hing and the province, Madame de 

HCfaaqhi^sets no bounds to her sighs and tears; absence, 
journey^ advanced age, she sings only a dole- 
ful ditty of these evils, without taking account of the 
greater evil, that they are penny less. Our return to 
, Rennes la hastened two or three days ; it is said that the 
wishes M. de Chaulnes to be at court before the 
;^tc8,; those who have a good scent, smell out the drift 
jQuniey to Rome. We slept at Auray, and dined 
day at Vannes. M. de Chaulnes appeared in 
^rUament, as 1 told you, in compliment to the first 
president. Scarcely was he alighted from his carriage 
at the bishop’s, before the prelate said to him, ** Sir, : 
ask ypu for my bulls.’^* The others said, ** Sir, wi 

• pops iDDoeent XI, aftw his quarrel with France, had refused bull 
U> all the iww biahops, without which the^ could not exerciae their prin 



'#re both rejoiced and afflictcA" He reply 

^at pressed himself in blacky and to ^ 

^ment ; the 6rst preevdent, in the compliment "w; 
Hrlm, bbliquely hinted at the bonoarabl^gaeg^at^i 
was going to undertake; the duke Ws^emt ' 

•and made an answer foreign to the subject; ijt* lei 
he returned^ undressed^ and dined. Madame de 
is overwhelmed with compliments: she eonstabl^l 
swers, that she knows nothing of the matter^ 
king is his own roaster; so that we find our poor^^Ori^ 
bandied about every where. We dined at the Msbop*^ 
where there was one of the finest and most sun^t^lfi^ 
entertainments I ever beheld ; we set out after dhii^ 
which was Saturday ; slept on Sunday six leagues 
hence ; and on Monday, the better day; the bett^ 
deed, we arrived at Rennes. I undertook, upon the rof^ 
to set forth to madame de Chaulnei the agreeable aide 
of this embassy ; and suppressed, or endeavouredM^ 
suppress, all other considerations ; I believe I aucceedi** 
cd. We made M. de Chaulnes give an acdouht of hia 
different journeys to Rome, and found him to pmem]ilSi 
great a share of understanding, so well adapt^ te ue* 
gociation in that country, where he U still adored,'Att we 
applauded his majesty nomination. He said, that if it 
had^ been to make peace with the pope, he would have 
refused, knowing what an injury it would have been to 
you ; but that he woutd entreat you to consider, thiA 
l)e would not work against you, till death had worked 
against the pope ; so that it would be death, and not 
he, that would do ail the harm ; that he would see you; 


< .Hu} functions. learned Huet, named at this time biihop of 
Avranebes, was by this means long deprived of the eqjojment of hia dig- 
nity. Coulanges, being at Rome a short time after, wrote a song upoii 
tiiSse bulls, wliich was admired bj ererjr body except the pope, who ap« 
pnsed him that ha could not endure riiUef^ upon inch a suljeet. 
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he was delighted to think that, after all the follies^, 
told you respecting his journey to Rome, it s^out"^ 
reitlly take place ; this was a long and cheerful dissert:^ r * 
tioiu Madame de Chaulnes is to set out two days aftr: 

I believe his departure is fixed for to-morrow. The 
dttchess wants to take me with her, she says you wish 
it; ; she is really sorry to leave me ; we make reflections 
Utpon the unexpected dispositions of Providence. We 
were to have passed the winter here ; 1 was to return 
for a month to the Rocks. I promised to go in the be- 
ginning of October to St. Malo, then to the States, then 
ii^in for a short time to the Rocks, then to Rennes from 
jCent till after Easter; and instead of this, in four days 
M. and madame de Chaulnes will have left the country ; 

I shall go to the Rocks with your brother and his wile, 
and shall spend the winter there more agreeably than 
any where else, being deprived of the company of these 
gpod g >vernors. I have sent, and shall again send, a 
little money to Paiis; this retreat to the Ih^cks is n;y 
county, and this just payment of niy dtb's shall con ..i- 
tiOte my happiness. I shall have the pleubhig prospect 
of meeting you next year at Tatis: this is my hep(‘, mid 
it is all I implore of Heaven ; lor I am iiinkravid v/rli 
regard to the schemes of man. i am convnu ed that M. 
de Chaulnes, in speaking to the king of Ti Itary, w ill pro- 
pose ray son for the deputation, and I do not Relieve 
this post will be re fuse. 1 him ; 1 know lie wishes to | ro- 
cure us this pleasure, he loves to surprise agreeably. 
Madame de Chaulnes is as desirous of It as 1 am. 1 
will some day relate to you luw handsomely and ho.v 
afifectlonately she has behaved to me; but this is at an 
end, and it is happy for me that I am partial to the 
Hocks, to those to whom they belong, and to the life 
they lead there. I find myself in my natural state 
which 1 will never quitiiut for you. 
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ve your letter to M. <le Chaulnes, who showed il 
it is excellent : and 1 do not comprehend how a 
who praises mc^ for answ^ering^ trifles so weii> can 
think her answers to those of the duke should be either 
dull or insipid. I tell you that you judge wrong, for 
you treat these things in the oitly proper way, and with 
the greatest possible sprightliness. Revel was greatly 
astonished at your style. 

If M. de Lavardin's * countenance alarms you, many 
are alfected by it in the same manner ; he does not, 
you find, return to Rome. He will not hold the states, 
because he w'ould not be under the command of M* 
d’Estrecs ; he acknowledges only the governor; so ^ 
that probably M. de Revel will supply his place under 
the marshal. 

If you see M. de Chaulnes either at Grignan or at 
Avignon, I reauest you, my beloved child, to make 
him some acknowledgements of friendship and grati'* 
tude, for a!i he lias done for me; it is thus I beg you 
to pay iir, debis. M. de Crignan w ill be delighted to 
do him Vw hononrp of his government; I am sensible 
you know what to do and to say, when you please ; so 
that, in adding my prayer, my mind is at rest. 

♦ INf, Uc LaViii’Jin was Ilcutcnanl-geiiural iu the government of Bri- 

Uiiy. 
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LETTER DCCGCXX. 

TO THE SAME, 

Tde Rockf, Sunday^ Auguit 21, 168<>. 

Here I am, then, once more at the Rocks you so much 
dread, and which have nothing formidable in them. 
There is no longer a duke or duchess de Chaulnes in 
ibis country : they left me with great regret ; the/ 
wanted to set me down at the place where they took me 
up*, and I did violence to myself in refusing them ; 
but my journey would have been useless, if it had been 
so short, and I endeavour to render it otherwise now I 
am here : upon such occasions, the heart declares for 
Pai'is, and reason for Britan^, At length, my child, the 
struggle is over ; it cost me some tears to see this go^ 
duchess set out. She would not, however, bid md 
adieu ; but I was awake, and 1 was touched with th^ 
situation in which I left her ; for the brilliancy of this 
preference, and this embassy, which she is perfectly 
acquainted with, does not prevent her from being un- 
easy lest this long journey should prove fatal to her 
husband ; he has been twice at Rome, but he is now 
twenty-three years older than when he last returned 
from thence. She is a woman of the greatest sensibiiityj 
notwithstanding the air of indifference she assumes, and 
which you are so well acquainted with. You may hence 
. conclude, ray dear child, that there was nothing to be 
seen or heard but tears and sighs, in quitting Rennet 
last Friday, and all the night she was here, whithei 
M. de Revel accompanied her : she set out very early 
yesterday morning ^ and makes long stages, because she 

• At Parii. 
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to meet M. de Chauincs again^ who will be al' 
U^^illes to-day ; so that this journey will, in erery 
ifeS^ct, be fatiguing ‘to her. When she is at Paris, 
new objects, business, and friends, may console her; 
but she was quite overwhelmed here. I must tell you, 
by the bye, that T{eve||^ who, is a connoisseur, is de- 
lighted with this desert, and the variety of its walks. 
He set out this morning. M. de Chaulnes told my son, 
that the deputation would perhaps be more certain, by 
the audience the king would give him for Britany, than ^ 
if he had remained here to hold the states. We there-' 
fore expect to hear from* him ; if he sends us good, 
news, which he wishes as much as we do, my son will 
accompany me to Paris next spring : I impart thesef 
ideas to you as they have been imparted to us, and by 
Gnd Especially. When we return to marshal crEstrei-sf, 
who remains at Brest, and who was compelled to retire 
the fleet in which he was stationed, and see it 
s5il under the command of M. de Seignelai, I must ac- 
knowledge, that the most rcfineil policy would pro- 
nounce the agitations of the marshars mind to have been' 
the highest disgust a man of that dignity could express. 
But the king, who was acquainted with the destiny of 
M. de Chauincs, might think of consoling the marshal 
by the command of the place in the absence of the 
governor ; as it was impossible, however, that M. de 
Chaulnes could, at the same time, command at Brest 
and in the other parts of Britany, marshal d’EstrEes 
was very naturally with his ships and the garrisons of 
tile two bishoprics, where he had two regiments under 
his command. This bad not the air of Superseding the 
governor ; the service required his acting thus ; it was 
never intended to mortify M. de Chaulnes, during his 
staiy in Britany; and if the marshal had waited, a ge- 
aeral ofiicer would have been left at Brest, with the 
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cprnmand of the ships that are always in the 
fuch as might come in ; which will ho ih^ crrc fi lfljj 
the marshal commands in Britanr, am] hrh.'.> Ihe 
and M, de Revel under him. I have aljcady tild yon. 
that IM, de Lavaidin is, at present, invested with r.c 
other post than that of co.nrimaiillant, in the room of 
de Chaulncs. c liave heard that the capricious hu- 
mour of the mars aal, of which the king was informed, 
and whicli ocea ..oncvi a misunderstanding wath all sub- 
ordinate to him, was the real cause of the order he re- 
ceived in the king’s own hand to remain at Brest. M. 
de Pommcj;e^uil has, perhaps undesignedly, contributed 
to this, in giving an exact account of what he had seen ; 
the dep'cU’tr.re of our governors has thrown him into de- 
spair; he ioved them, and was on very good terms with 
them : the case is different with the marshal. They 
none of them knew the manceuvre of the states ; it is, 
tlierefore, to be hoped, that M. de Chaulnes will hold 
them with the king and his ministers at Versailles, and 
will send them back with all due regulations. This is 
the way we reason in the country, M. de Pommereuil, 
who is temporary judge-advocaie for the troops, will be 
invested with a particular commission fur the siates; 
his son-in-law is second commissary ; there are always 
two of this kind while the states are held. 1 think,imy 
dear child, that 1 have said more upon this subject than 
is necessary or desirable ; this inundation of words is 
occasioned by my not having received your letter. Do 
not fear that I shall turn hermit ; ray son would prevent 
this, as well as a thousand visitors he will havu; •rho 
are, perhaps, loo ll is the finest weatlicr 

imaginable, and I am going to resume my avocation^, 
niy reading, my walks, but no evening dews ; ir.ake 
your'jelf easy respecting your dear nianima, wiio pre- 
serves herself for you; presTirve yourself fer her. (iixe 
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mpliments to the chrvalier, upon the nett^ dignfty 
ed on M.de Boauviiliers ; the king has entirely 
i^pted the chevalier^s sentiments upon this occasion. 
Thus his majesty makes three messieurs de Beauviliici*s 
)f a single man; this is just what ought to have been 
lone ; St. Louis himself coukl not have made a better 
choice. The abbe deFenelon is another extraordinary 
personage, for talents, knowledge, and piety, I hear- 
tily rejoice with the chevalier, whom I suppose to be at 
Balaruc. Do the waters continue to benefit Paulina^ 
and Martillac ? and is fortune still favourable to the 
India company, in letting them play a w'’;4.ing game ? 


LETTER DCCCCXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 


The Roi'ks, Wcclaesdny, August 24, 

We hear from Paris, that M. de Ciiaulnes was expect- 
ed with impatience j he ought to have arrived there on 
Sunday the 2 1st of this month. The pope, our dear 
holy father, wlio left us that lucky county, was, ac- 
cording to the last advices, at the point of death ; so 
that you will have M. de Chaulncs with you soon. Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes, who travels very hist, and makes 
long stages, notwithstanding the intense heat of the 
weather, hurries in vain, for she will arrive too late. 
It was said, that cardinals dc Bouillon and Le Camus f 

* Paul, duke de BettuvUIien, was nametl at that time gofernor tO 
the three piinces, sona of (he* king’s brother. Francis de Salignac de 
la Motte-Fdu(;lon was appointed their pieccpior, and .'ifiervMurdfr created 
archbishop of Cambray. 

f Cardinal de Bouillon, Turenne’s nejdirw, was •till in eSiilc, as 
been seen elsewlicic; and as to cartlinal (^uinus, 1 conceive he was tie- 
ver thought of, as he owed his lut to the tavour of Innocent XI, 
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not be of the journey ; but this news . - 

^ppesr to me to be well founded. t. 

^ it certain that M. de Lavardfn is coming to hoTd 
the states j I am d^ighied at this for his mpther^s sake, 
who seemed more affected than himself at his receiving 
no favour } here, thank Giod, is an excellent appoint- 
xn^t for him, at which all Britany will rejoice. In 
Kthis Case, marshal d^Estrees will have the command, 

' with the exception of the states, so that I see no place 
foV M. de Revel. I must own, that we have been very 
much exposed to the merit of the latter ; but we have 
'^hot fallen a ^crifxce to his figure ; all we have done in 
his favour, is to comprehend that he has been beloved 
by a variety of women, and We are contented with be- 
ing his confidants. His eloquence has not seduced, it 
has only amused, us ; wc could not help sometimes ad- 
miring the lingular hOrmonyof his periods, with a voice 
as hoarse as the braying of an ass ; the rage of Le R. 
like that ot Medea, is admirable; the manoeuvres of 
Champmifelee, to preserve all her lovers without depre- 
ciating the parts of Atalide, Berenice, or Phedra, made 
us travel over thirty leagues very pleasantly ; war came 
in its turn, the passage of the Rhine, the battle of Se- 
nef, campaigns with M. de Turenne, without reckoning 
the whole extent of Savoy. Here, yon sec, are plenty 
of materials; but 1 must now praise him, because, in all 
bis recitals, we have never found him swerve from 
truth, to raise an altar to his vanity ; so that we have 
still to ask whether he has a good reputation for cou- 
rage, this being a chord he has never touched upon + ; 

• See the note in the Letter of the ai«t S^ember following. 

Courege U like hirth j those who are constantly boasting of the 
. , one or the other are naturally suspected of imposition. Those, on the 
•ontrary, in whom valour or nobility is not equivocal, not only Irse 
nothing by their silence, but gain by leaving to others the charge of 
doing honenir to truth. 
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ifl 

f 

f the chevalier de Grignan wishes to tell me wltaX 
thinks upon this, subject, I am still reddy to teke 
whatever impression he may choose to give me. The 
marquis and I have agreed to attend to the chevali^^ 
with regard to the reputation of courtiersi as to an ora- 
cle ; and to bestow our esteem, or the contrary, ac*- 
cording to his decision. I am still of the same way of 
thinking, and so I believe is the marquis ; 1 entreak^ 
him, therefore, to tell me how I should consider M. d# 
Revel*. My opinion seems to be perfectly Bxed, witiT; 
regard to the marquises merit, hU industry and emular i 
tion are his vouchers. Never wiss there such a happy 
presage; God preserve liim^ God preserpe him, 

1 should be delighted to have a picture of Paulina ; 
bring one with you ; I am sure she will please me. I 
have a tolerably good idea of her; I take a little of the ’ 
count (les Chapelles, a little of the Grignan beauty, and ^ 
with these compose a very pretty personage, with^ a 
noble air, with a. hne understanding, and an und^r- , 
standing which sits well upon her; and I caress and 
embrace her cordially. Preserve yourself, m^dear 
countess, for your family, your son, and your mother. 

I do not prohibit your eating melons, since you have 
such good wine to mellow them. M. de Chaulnes for^ 
ba3e them to me in your name, and I submitted, be- 
cause they were not good but he was obliged to let 
me perspire ; and I returned at night to Auray, aftev a 
moderate walk, just as if I had come from playing 

• Charles- Amadeus de Broglio, count de Revel, lieutenant-general 
of the king’s armies, afterwards knight of his orders. He was the bro- 
tiier of Victor-Maurice count de BrogUo, xnarthal of France, and uncle 
of Francis duke marshal de Broglio. 

ff was he who, in the campugn of 1702, saved Cremona, and retooV* 
it from prince Eugene, at the very moment in which the latter liad taken 
U by ivirprisc, with Lii presumpiuous general, marshal de Villtroi. 

I 5 
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game at tennis. I changed my dress, and came to 
per cool and refreshed ; I laughed at myself the 
that others might not laugh at me ; and with this I am 
in perfect health. It was very hot, and I have always 
been subject to perspiration ; and I think it best, not to 
seek to change one^s constitution ; I do not think this 
should be styled an effervesctnce ; my pot did not boil 
more fiercely, and there was no occasion to scum it 
pftener than usual. I think I told you that M. de 
uulnes spoke to us several times very kindly about 
deputation, saying it was his business, and I expect 
td hear some news respecting^ it shortly. My son is 
gone upon a visit of pleasure four leagues from Hennes. 
He read that part of your letter the other day, where 
you say, you wish me with you. “ Yes, doubtless, I 
wish it; I have as much right to her as the rest. 
Akdieu to the rest.^* This appeared to him so humor- 
ous, that he laughed most heartily. As the rest 
^peared dry, and then came ad/cu to the rest. 

I ardently wish that M. de Grignan’s disorder may 
have left him. I peiceive your uneasiness, which is 
aot trifling, and it is a miracle that your health can 
Wpport it. The mate h between mademoiselle Le Camus 
and qiadame de Maison^s son, appears to me a y^ry 
propCT one : M d’Arles will be present at this wedding, 
upon his return from the waters. 
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LETTER DCCCCXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

‘ The' Rocks, Supday, Angiftt as, 16«9. 

I HAVE not received your letter, and I shall receive tw9' 
at once to morrow ; 1 know not what to da with tlw. 
interruption, which ofien happens. It is unfortunate 
that It should occur when I was waiting with so AUCk 
impatience for news of M. de Grignan, whese^ 

Mill, I hope, be attended with no dangereus Con«^ ^ 
qiiences ; 1 cannot, however, help being very 
respecting him : the time seems long from Frids 
t(f Monday noon. I have just received a letter from 
the marquis, who is a wing or a/oot of you, which liaf 
given me pleasure. The dear little- captain tells 
he remembers that it is an age since he wrote to 
He gives me his reasons for not writing so often hft 
c<»uld wisli to do; mentions M. de BotaftlersV* firiend^^ 
ship for him, and maintains that he is indebted for it to ' 
me. lie tells me the news of his camp, their "hopes of 
finishing the campaign by joining some array ; seiadsc o 
thousand remembrances to his uncle and aunt : his styto 
begins to be formed, and so much good sense appeam 
throughout his letter, that, I say more than ever, liko^ 
flint ^nd steel, his genius only wants to be struck^, 
to produce every desirable spark. And see how brigilff 
his militar^^ disposition has shone, etrly as it was struck r 
could we ever have supposed that so laboricms a pro^ 
fesslon would suit bis taste ? He has displayed appU* 
cation, vigilance, emulation, courage, in short, every 
thjng ; it seems to be bis destined vocation ; he is 

* Louls-FrancLi, marquis, (slnae dukc}de BoufBeis, peer and manba! 
•f France. 




amiable child. God preserve him, for I can n^ir’ 
'conclude in any other way. •*{ 

But, my dear child, God has not* preserved this pope, 
who was so essential to your life and to your comfort : 
4>Tignon, whose good fruits you bad just begun to taste, 
11 going tb disappear. I think of nothing but your in- 
Ippst ; for 1 set Europe and politics out of the question, 
thought, if the holy father^s days had been prolong- 
i^ j^.|]QUch as those of M. d’Arles, it would have been 
gitiat blessing: but we are not the disposers of 
ts ; this we feel every instant ; and we must bow 
to .Ihe hand of Omnipotence. M. dc Chauliies 
^“^ed on Sunday the 2l3t at Versailles, where, I 
1 , he met with a very gracious reception from every 
body, the king having set the example. I know not 
whether he has had time to enter upon the alVairs of 
^itany, and the deputation ; it was his intention, and 
it jp his business, since, if my son is appointed, it will 
be seen that he is the master ; if not, the contrary will 
be equally evident, and this cannot be a matter of in* 
difference to him : he has always spoken to us unreserv- 
edly in these terms; with us he displays neither the 
j^vemor nor the ambassador. We expect news of this 
l^k^utation, however, with less impatience than that of 
11. de Grignan’s health. Madame de Cbaulnes must 
^ve arrived yesterday at Paris ; and it must have been 
precisely to-day, or yesterday (Saturday), that M, de 
.{Quines must have set out; this is keeping time very 
nicely. The king has given him 50,000 livres to de- 
^^ay the expenses of his journey, which is very hand- 
some ; we did not expect so much. Coulanges accom- 
panies him to Rome; he has written me a long parting 
letter, in which he talks much of you. This must be 
a pleasant journey in so fine a season of the year. The 
good pope died on the 12tb, >the king has received ofll- 
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?lhl notification of the event : the question now is/ th 
’Ambassador and the cardinals are expected. This seem 
to me the epochal which Will terminate cardinal A 
Bouillon's misfortunes; but cardinal Le Camus d^n^ 
go; how comes this? My dear child, I am sorry or 
account of his brothers, wlvom we love, and who low 
us. M. de Lavardin holds the states ; he would notlji^E 
aorry to give us this deputation. I know not w’hatmaT^ 
shal d’Estrees will do during the meeting of the states^ 
this is the finest part of his command. Adieu, my b|^ 
loved ; 1 do not pretend to tell you news, I merely 
talk of what occurs. M. de la Garde is so well infdiSj^ 
ed by the marchioness d'Huxelles*, that you know*^ nH||| 
than those at Paris. The marquis d'Huxelles 
great post at Mentz f. We expect intelligence httjk 
of our fleet ; it has been a long time at sea. ' 

I no longer know where I am at Grignan ; I coum 
not play at blind man's- buff* there, I know not whom I 
have to deal with. Has M. de Carcassonne taken 
chevalier to Balaruc ? Is M. de la Garde at homd^i 
You will pay my compliments to all, as you see occa<- 
sion, I always embrace M. de Grignan, and wish hftn 
perfect health. I do not tell you, my child, all I wkh 
you, I should be lost in a labyrinth of different wisbei^l 
I*am not less terrified than yourself at our long separa* 
tion ; but it is the will of God, and our business requirii| 
it. My son, his wife, this pleasant habitation, company 
sometimes, books, conversation, walks; and at Rennes 

* Maiyde Btfilleul, tnarckioness d'Huxelles, w«s mother of Ni<kcK 
las da Bl^, mar(\uis and afterwards marshal d’Huxelles. 

The city of Mentz was besieged by prince Charles of Lorrain. It 
was invested on the thirtieth of May, and the trenches were opened on 
^he twenty-second of J une. The marquis d^Huxelles had the command, 
but, after making a vigorous defence, he was obliged to capitulate da 
the ith of September following, for want of powder and muskets. 
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in Lent : all this will have passed, and a portion of life 
with it ; which m a painful reflection to those who hav^e 
lived long ; but w^e must have fortitude, and make a 
Blent the impossibility of doing better. 


LETTER DCCCCXXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 


The Rocks, Wednesday, August 51, 1689, 

^“OUil chateau seems to me to make the fiijcst ajjpenr- 
.Mce possible ; two tables served at the same moment, 
me a high opinion of Flame he is at least ano- 
ther llonore f. These abilities are a great relief to the 
mind of the mistress of a house : but this niagnHicenec 
Is very destructive ; it is not a trifle, to suppe^t sucli a 
j^lendid and elegant style, in such a heuse as yours. I 
Iratire just seen a representation of it, in the stioke of a 
wand, flourished by Honore, which makes every thing 
be pleases rise out of the earth at his command. I 
know the charms, and even the necessity, of such man- 
ors, but 1 likewise see the consetjuences, and so do 
you. You remind me of our poor abbe de Pontcarre, 
m speaking of Champigny : he seems to me to be re- 
nted to him in every respect, except that he did not 
2at 80 much ; for the Trojan and the Papoul are not 
^ all wiser, and our Pontcarre seemed to think of no- 
ting but feasting. I formerly said of the late M. de 
Rennes^, that he marked the leaves of his breviary 

• M. dc Crignan's steward. 

*f* M. de Cltauines'a steward. 

t Ckirles'Fraucis ds la Vieuvtll«, bishop ofRcanef, died tltt 29 th 
^January, X67^ 
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wAh slices of bam ; your Valence * would not deapim 
[ th is kind of signet indeed his face was a perfect lumb 
, nary of the church, and, as soon as twelve struck^ 
* nonsdgneur laid aside all business. M. de Grignas 
will be pleased to see his old friend Canaples at hh 
louse, who is going to the vVaters of Vais, because be 
s at Paris ; and i\I. d^Arles is going to Forges^ because 
lie is ill the neighbourhood of VaN ; so true it is, eyet;; 
to these very fountains, that no one is a ptophet in his 
oicn country ; I adcire‘«s this to M. d’Arles. I like wb^ 
you said upon first seeing LaiTci, " Is it you }** and 
ready answer, “ No, madam, it is not 1 /* if sucb,% 
specimen of vivacity, as shows him to be hts fatbei^fL 
own son, who had a great share of wit, 80iaewh%| 
coarse, indeed, but lively and pi e^ant. 

But to return to the good de Chaolnes. I related ItE 
you the sequel of the courier's arrival at Henneboni, 
that the king did not wish the affair to be made pubti^ 
and that ev^ry one at Vannes complimented the dttl|K 
and duc hess on the occasion. We made the duke rth^: 
to US, in his carriage, all the particulars of his formi^' 
journeys to Rome ; yon would have been very mttcfi* 
amu‘<ed. No one is mcM*e endowed with the true spirU^ 
of negociation ; the mezzo termine never fail him. J 
desired him to write an account of all these details, and 
said to him, ** O iiow well judged it is to send you 
this embassy !” We returned to Rennes on the 1 dth» 
and he set out on the 1 Stb, in a chaise, and arrived on 
Sunday the ‘i I St at Versailles: the king sent fEur hiii4 
though covered with dust, and conferred with him for 
half an hour in his clo*^et. Heaven knows how all the 
courtiers embraced him, and even M, de Rbeims (Le- 
teliier) ; a man that is going to Rome, can no longer 

• William Bochard de Champigny, nominated bishop of Valence in 
1687, and consecrated in November 1699, 





tEtTEluf tff 


be indifTerent to him. He set out on Saturday tfie 27lh^ 
and will go by 4ay of your Rhone, so that you might 
M him with a good telescope. The cg^dinals are to 
him at Lyons; there are twenty -^Sght galleys at 
Toulon, which are to take them to Leghorn. Cou- 
Ifi^es is of the party. Y<ju have done well, to write to 
these good governors ; I am delighted to think you iin- 
the opportunity, and I thank you ; it is thus I 
their friendship. They wanted to take me with 
at air events ; madame de Chaulnes entreated me 
^ftiich a manner as to make a refusal embarrassing to 
bat Chaulnes is not like the Rocks, where I am 
SSng my affairs ; besides, she will not remain there 
she must necessarily enjoy the pleasure of a gra- 
reception at Versailles. The king and his mini- 
i look with pleasure on the wife of a man who is ne- 
ciafing the most in^ortant business in which it is 
$ible to engage, who is- no longer young, and yet 
d'iQ execute hi$ .commission as he did twenty- three 
lis^before. A person is of some consequence at Ver- 
. upon such occasions as these ; M. de Chaulnes 
her earnestly not to absent herself. The good 
j&hess reached Paris in six days ; she and her horses 
imd like to have perished by the heat : 1 find it intense 
only in this part of the world ; your north wind tempers 
dog-days. Madame de Chaulnes arrived two days 
l^lbre her husband^s departure ; she writes to me with 

S eat friendliness; she will inform me what M. de 
lauines %as done respecting the deputation : I am 
Convinced' that they are both more anxious about it 
ttian 1 am ; it is their business, and they feel that it is 
, 80. I will some day give you an instance of the du- 
rc^ss*s friendship, which will please you. You are a 

• There was an iiitenral of twenty-three yean between M.. de 
"ChaulncB*s second embassy to Rome and this third. 
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able genius for haying written to SI. 8e 
x'our brother returns you a ^usand 
ad embraces ^u a thousand times. This is sayings 
^d deal upojP^e same subject^ I aak your pardon 
reason is^^tbat in retirement things of this km|i) 
ake a deep impression. • 

^ We had, however, a visit on Monday, from M. 
Faleere, his wife, daughter, and son i they supped ^ 
slept here, and were delighted with our walks* I ki^ 
not what to tell you respecting ofxr fleet ; we h^e 1 
nothing of it, since the succour you Sent lu, am} sm 
this armament has been at sea* A man of wit said/' 
other day, at Renn^, that be had never seen ^ 
of a complete naval victory, since tho l>attje 
and "that all enga^ments col^bt Op 

in dispersing the ^ps, 
and which appear again 
seemed to us to be the trutti. "Safv^S^ 
command in firitany, wbrcb‘Qu|ht to’con^^1^ii 
d’Estrc'es, notwitlistanding 
clrcumslancc of hdWl«gtEis*l^eS^ rpset 

Al. de Lavardin ? This situation Was jiuh to'j^ 
because it is right that eyerjp one should fa'av^ ^ ^ 
You do not thijik M* de Lavs^in will be ngalast^/^ 
woiobtain the deputation. I understwad that the' 
slial^s lady gives herself very little trouble about 
trifles, provided she can be at Marli or Trianon* Adiec 
then, my beloved child ; l am persuaded that you will 
entertain our good duke very handsomely, upon his rc« 
turn from Rome. I lament the pope, I lament Avignott 
Vod gave it, and God has taken it away, Kemembei 
me in the most friendly manner to those around you : 

I imagine two of the Grignans are at Balaruj^ GockI 
heavens ! what a translation of madame de Noaillcs U 



M# de Lavardin irai daligfated at baviog this / 
Jtofii and an op|>oi!tanil]^ of obliging my son ; it i 
^lobablc tbttt M, de Ohanlaes bad apprised tbe king oi 
St, aa be spokf so freely to M. de Lafirdin. But the 
^iHVrshid wrote to his majesty to complain that he was 
of the principal function of his commai^ 
*t|ffdabrWas wn specified in hb commission. The kin^ 
de Croiisii that bis intention was not to hare 
'HnWed in^k the states ; M* de Croissi acknowledged 
jjIblLt/be^md made no distinction : the king seemed au>« 
Ipryi but finding tbe marshal was not in the wrong, he 
ipy* Tbe marshal then ipust be informed that he is 
^ bold them, and M. de Larardin must be told that he 
The latter, like a good coartiep, submitted 
to bis maaterii will, Thk is what madama 
ii^^formi M# accompanied with a thousand 
iMHtd’iwjppeli that h«r aoo hat it not 
Mmr-ntine. Madame de la Fay«tte> 
me eUtteiP fov marabal d'Ettreeij^ ta 
}*she eoftreiits biin« with all the earnestness pOO 
to gnre. tbia doputatioa to my son, of whom she 
a Aousaad kind things i she adds, that her friend- 
^ , for dftwmakes her bake as great an interest in this 
libir, -as tf ^e pleaded for her own son. 1 hare ac- 
b>m pan icd this letter with miother, and so hasSevigoe: 

see what all these engines will produce, Ma- 
dame de la Fayette tells me, that madame de Chaulnes 
js fiw frons being dormant upon this occasion y so tliat 
I imagine, if M. de Chaulnes has obtained the king’s 
approbation of his choice in favour of my son, the good 
duchess will prevail upon M,de Croissi to write to mar- 
shal d’£str4es, and it will be finished. This is a long 
harangue, your friendship exposes you to sucli tremen- 
dous details; I have not iiad time to shorten U, 




says 'batag'jroa wish to knoir e^ry tfatng^ 
the state of affarfj with and ^ are more re**' 
to Pro^dence m tbekev^ matters than yon 
issibly imagirrn^ This is not the case with regard to; 
mr loss of Avignon, and your fine county; what rf* 
Rightful residence! how pleasant to pass the W^ntei 
ere ! what a blessing was this ineoeae, whicli 
roperly applied ! what a^oA ! what^ a mkreiBktifiih^t ' 
* am sorely grieved at it ; Genius will often cempti^ : 
1 the good duke de Chaulnes, in proporticm as^^l^ 
ocommodates matters, and thereby deprives you e# ^ 
vignon. Nothing is so striUge as this sudden chaOg#^ 
r climate, which makes him take a leap from Auray 
ithin two leagues of Grignan ; for he is upon 
Khonei^fcom thence he goes to Rome> tUtd will certaill^^' 
Jy not return from that city without visiting you ; 4*6^5 
thing less can console him for the interraptiDil of htl l 
rntercoursl^with the amiable Genius. ^ Nodibg 
clearly proves that people must meet ; it is x 5 iw 
turn to tell me some news of M. do Chaulnes. I nnt^' 
say a word or two of my dear Paulina ; was I 
right in my predictions, that the desire of pleaifing 
would make her amiable? She should not he dril*itf^ 
roughly, you find how^entleness operates ^uposa l^; 
mind ; it gives me real joy, as well upon her nccdUmi 
as yours, for you cannot but love this little child, wlrif 
will be an agreeable companion for you. Adieu, my' 
child ; I love you for many reasons, but particulariy^ 
because you love me ; this is a very cogent one, and OM 
that will not loose its prey. ^ 

* At the end of the sixteenth of the Lettrei Prof incUks, Puoil layi ! 

I have only made this longer than tlie reit, because 1 bare not bail 
time to shorten it.** 
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TO THE SAME. 

The Roclc^, Wednesday, Sepicmber 7 > 
{Madams de la Fayette has written again to marsliiil 
ifJSstr^es, to desire him not lo engage himself, telling 
hiin> these are not mere words of course; that she is 
snore solicitous to obtain for us what she requests of him 
than if it were for her own son ; and that every measure 
was taken at court to cfown the business in question 
with success : she acts according to the advice of ma-. 
^me de Chaulnes this second time. Nothing can equal 
the good duchesses friendship for me, nor the pains she 
takes to oblige me; she is a true and active friend. 
Madame de Ja Fayette is delighted with her conduct, 
Wfcdame de Lavardin cordially unites her forces; so 
that I can do nothing but thank these three people. 

I will acquaint you with the event. 

I am convinced that you have had, at least, one letter 
From M. de Chaulnes ; he Hies as swiftly as a bird. His 
majesty gave him 50,000 livres for this purpose : I 
heartily wish ycu had as mu#h to console you for tiie 
death of the pope. Our fleet is returned peaceably to 
Belleisle, and M. de Seignelai has flown back to Ver- 
sailles; for he is a bird loo, but of smaller size than the 
Juke de Chaulnes. You find that our wit was in the 
right, in saying there had been no sea-fights since the 
battle of Actiuin. Marshal d’Humieres should not have 
sndeavoured to take Valcourt at the first onset*; if 
ihese gentlemen are not successful, the world is vuiy 
apt to condemn tbclr conduct. It is .. .u . .narshal^s 

* Matilul d’Humleres wudiin" t”. forcf ibe post of Valcourt, on the 
27 th August, lo'-t ma: y men, unti v.as olHgv.d io retire. 
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;ut tiiat the friends her husband has *\jau 

casion, prevent her from enjoying his vic^ 
Boufflers h^s performed a brilliant action *; 
^believe our marquis was concerned; he is very well, 
o that vve have nothing to do but to thank God. What 
motion I feel, vi hen I hear the name of M. de Bouf- 
le^ M. de Revel is here vrith two beauties from 
^tonnes, one of whom he is said to be in love with; 
liis vi’oman understands raillery, I do not believe she 
3 in earnest with our passing hero : it is a great amuse-» 
ment to us ; they will stay hejpe three or four days. I 
not Jove dealing in contraband goods ; but if I chose, 
believe I could be useful in the conversation. The 
)oor marchioness de Marbeuf is laid up at Rennes with 
T. violent cold ; for my part, my health is so good, that 
f am sometimes astonished at it ; I have none of the 
ittle aches or pains that are so common ; I seem to be 
.no fortunate in this respect, and I receive it at the 
hand of Providence in the same manner as I should the 
cort iiry, were it so ordained. And are you, my chilj^ 4; 
no longer troubled wirli those nervous affections, head»'^ : 
nches, and pains in yoUr legs? is your beautiful machine 
in good order? Madame de Coulanges informs me that 
s!ie has repaired iiers by bathing; she is going back to 
Brevancs with a love for solitude, which even she her* 
self is at a loss to comprehend; she complains that you 
have been the fust to break olF a correspondence that 
gave her so much pleasure ; nothing can afford her 
comfort ill this respect, but the hope of your renewing 
it when \ (/U are together, for she has observed, with 
gi’ef, that yoar retuni%ill absolutely destroy this cor- 
H spondence, v.hich always afiliets her ; in short, she is 
all politeness. 

^ The marquis dc Boufflers attackfd Kocheim upon the Moselle, 

‘ lEt i2('3 and carried it by assault. 



event bes taken place. The 
^e^out this moni|if|( at day •break; he 
only one day. The Mies are astonished, and will no«v < 
&nd tl;ie tiipe hang heavy on their hands. He gave m/ 
eim serielis reasons for hts precipitancy ; he said he was 
net willing to mortify a certain lady; this mad^,.u3 
laugh : generally speaking, women are str^ge crea* 
as M. de Boehefoucanlt well knew. i 

Adieu, my best and dearest child : it is supposed that 
our parliament will return to Rennes, and no doubt that 
of Guyenne to Bourdeau&^ traffic and barter are al wa^ t 
" up{]«nnost; money does every thing. I roust kiss Pau- 
' lina, and itgoice fhat she is worthy of your love. 


LETTER DCCCCXXVL 

TO TfiE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, September 11, 1089. 
i I# I had been with you the day you wrote to me, oP 
[ my Genius had been at Grignan as yours was at Auray; 
I would have said to you, " Daughter, you are jesting, 
to expect M. de Chaulnes to-day or to-morrow : he is 
still at Paris, and will not set out till the twenty-eighth, 
so that he cannot be with you till the third of Sejitem- 
ber but my Genius docs not travel like yours ; and 
our good duke, who so well knew how to converse 
with, and answer it, would not take the same care of 
snine. 1 own, 1 should be charmed at your seeing him : 
and how droll a circumstance it would have been, if you 
had received in his presence letM[« written by me from 
Britany when I was in his house, and in which 1 speak 
of him ! for he has long been the principal subject of 
my letters. In short, my dear, we shall see what will 
happen from bis passing so near you : I cannot help 
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there will be at least some little Coulcmgcit, 
^V^Mter, some compliment, some notice, or some 
remembrance. The ^ood duchess always says: As 
to the beautiful countess, M. de Chaulnes loves her 
dearly ; he esteems her, and is quite happy when he 
is with her.^^ We shall see what this will produce: ! 
sincerelyHvish that the interest he took^n my son, by 
desiring M. de Lavardin to give hitn^he deputation, 
may be approved by his majesty ; for as to marshal 
d'Estrees, he certainly wdll not refuse madame de la 
Fayette. Do you not wonder at this sudden and sur- 
prising change, which seems exactly calculated to de- 
range all our plans? We cannot yet comprehend hqW 
the c!ul:o could have spoken in the way lie did to I\L 
do f/avardin, if he had not said a word to the king ; but 
this is still a mystery. We have written to madame de 
la Fayette, that we thought it natural for M. de Lavar- 
flin to inform his majesty of what IM. de Chaulnes had 
said to liiin, when he believed ?»!. ch’ J.avrrdin was to 
hold the states; that I\J. de Ke\el thought the sa 
and that we sent the idea to her for improvemeiit, I ^ 
am convinced that madame de Cliaidnes will do all in 
lier power; so that I sleep, and leave this to be unra- 
velled you know w’here. 

I not quite so easy with respect to diir poor mar- 
qni-! ; the army is every where so much in motion, (hat 
we may lieliove the flying camp of BoutHers will not 
rern:>in iudclive. Thev pel formed a vei*y brilliant ac- 
tion, wliilc mm dial d'ilumieres suQered tHmself to be 
beaten at Vakeurt. This monkey'*^* to eiAtr sword in 
hand, force the castle, and kill or carry off eleven or 
twelve hundred m(*n ! Figure to yourself this intant be- 
come a man, a soldier, a firebrand; my child, there 


* I'lie marquis de Gi ouxu, 
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^Lwould be no supporting these reflections^ if i 
at the same time considerj that God will presen>i,_ 
imd that be whom He protects is well protected. In- 

k ed, you are right in saying, I am neither indifferent 
this child> nor to your affairs; 1 not only interest 
myselfj and lake my part in them, but I am over head 
and eairs in them ; and how can it be otherwise ? This 
it is that occupies me, that sets me in motion, and makes* 
me sensible that I am still too much alive* 

Corbinelli has been quite kneaded into mysticism for 
more than a year; I am in the secret; all the outworks 
of the place are so invested, that he can endure no other 
reading. He has got a Malaval * that delights him ; 
he has found out that my grandmother, and the love of 
God of my grandfatJher St. Francis de Sales, were as spi- 
ritual as St. Theresa. He has extracted from all these 
books five hundred bcautifu (maxims ; he every day vi- 
sits roadame le Maigre, a ver}^ pretty woman ; nothing 
is spoken of but God, Christian morality, the Evange- 
list of the day ; these are called holy conversations, 
they charm him, and be shines in them ; be is insen- 
sible to every thing else. He, however, answers M. de 
Soissonst a Uule in behalf of M. Descartes: he shows 
all he does to madam® de Coulanges, who is very much 
pleased with it: several Cartesians desire him to^ con- 
tinue, but he will not: you know him well; he burns 
every thing he has scribbled ; always full of others and 
destitute of himself, bis selfdove is akin to their pride, 

* Francis Malaval, author of se%’eral works added to the Index at 
Home, as suspected of being too spiritually refined. Tlu- article of Ma- 
Uval in Mureri's HiNtoiual Dictionajy, is a very curious one. Who 
wrould believe that a man blind from the age of nine niontlis, shtmltl 
attain so much crudidon and knowledge as is ascril^cd to him ? 

+ Peter-Danirl lluet, bishop of Soissonsjund aftenvards of Avran"'^ 
wrote against the philosophy of Descartes. 
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he gives no ofTence ; 1 am not surprised that the* 
of police is pleased with him* I know not 
vbether he had a hstnd in that marriage but it is 
)rokcn off; the mother is inconsolable: the father does 
lot care about it, he says, and the daughter shows great 
ndiflerence on this unpleasant occasion. Corbkielli 
ioes not j^rite to me, he has no time ; I know not iSdnrt 
[ would not give to see the body of the place as welt 
taken as the outworks, and to see how real devotion 
would operate upon so lively and extensive an under- 
standing ; if 1 were worthy of asking such a favour of 
God, I would do it with all my heart. 

You talk to me of M. de Beauvilliers, and M. de 
Fenelon, and of the propriety of the choice that has 
been made of them. As I have already told you, they 
are both excellent. 1 congratukte the chevalier most 
sincerely upon the occasion ; M. de Beauvilliers is very 
worthy of being his friend. 

I informed you of the negociations that were carry- 
ing on for the return of the parliament. My son has 
taken a trip to Renne?, to visit M. de PommereuiFs sdm 
who is arrived from Alenpon, of which place He is ijii 
tendant; his lovely wife is with him: she would set m 
Rennes on fire, if she were to remain here four days. 
Our 4aclies are still here three days after (he departure 
of the faithless and perfidious M. c!e Revel ; tliis was an 
event that gave no pleasure, though thc}^ pretend not 
to care about it. T'he weather to-day is dreadful ; it- 
seems as if winter were already disposed to take place^ 

I think, by way of drying myself, of vour fine sujishine 
at Avigiion. Ah, good heavens! tell it not in Gath; 
it is the duke that will deprive you of this beautiful 

♦ Tiie njLrriafre of loaJaine le Camus with M, de Soissoiis, which 
did not take place. In 1690 she married M, dc Nicolas, hrst presid* pi 
of chamber of accounts at Pans. 



coqjjjpf Jie deserves to be scoWed ; I dare not thinl 
the ^enue you derived from it, nor what 
without this resource. Be carufui of yourself, my uear 
child ; let me hope to see you again in good health ; 
mine continues excellent. My daughter-in-law desires 
to be remembered to you aliectionately ; we have been 
alone, we have taken courage, and we are ’*iow very 
well able to bear my son^s absence. 

LETTER DCCCCXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ike Rocks, Wednesday, September 14 , 1689 . 

I AM always unhappy when any of your letters mis- 
carry ; it makes me lose the thread of a conversation 
that was perfectly connected, and which constitutes my 
happiness and my amusement. When \vc belong to a 
society, as I do to that of Grignan, are interested in it, 
and attentive to it, the loss of a lettc r is not a trifle ; 
bat what is to be done in this case ? arm on. St Ives with 
gatience, endure thef^o lesser evils tlrat are atiached to 
ater, and cu(lcav(;ur, if it jdeascs God, to see one 
nother again, and iiut adupt suc:h violent measures as 
little Ilochebnnnc c must ^epaiMie, jad neveHovo 
agri ’ this a violent iitile f-llnw, Vvl.o can beiir no- 
thing. I’or my part, 1 snail siy, “we ini!>t always love 
one another, though wc should be obliged to separated^ 

I like the idea you have given me of that d ar child. 

But let us talk of our good duke de Chaulnes. 
then he has called at Grignan. Your chateau has an air 
of such grandeur; it is so well furnished, your chapter 


* M. dc Cbaicauncur de llcHl’.cbonnc, nepliriv of I\I. dc Ct' 
killed September i i, 1709> at the. battle of Malplat^uct. 
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15 SO noble, vour terraces so prciul and so superior to 
that the duke uill easily comprehend that 
Boreas is not always in a humour t > sulFer these heights, 
which seem to brave and dety him. \ ou must inform 
me ^ what passed at this visit; i am persuaded that 
you mll^ have had Coulanges anJ the truant Capuchin 
with yo» I wish the latter could cure tiic colic. How, 

• my cly m, is this ? M. de Grignan, who never was af- 
flicted with this complaint, to be thus disordered by it! , 
but we have no choice, and we uHK.t submit. God lia^ 
not yet pointed out to me the path of iny decay ; I ex- 
pect it with a resignation that will make me endure it 
patiently, for the one seldom conics witliout the other/ 
I am sure you have received the duke in the most 
courteous and hospitable manner, notwithstanding the 
ill office he is going to render you. I dare say he did 
not amuse himself with answering my genius, as be con- 
ferred with yours in Lower Britany ; he must have ha 4 
too much pleasure in conversing with you personally,- 
and too much business ; this, in my opinion, is the most 
desirable ^rt of his embassy. You must have men- 
tioned your poor mamma, and he must have explained 
to you what he has done for our deputation ; you will 
be astonished that w e know nothing respecting it ; after 
he said to M. de Lavardin to desire him to give 
the dc[)utation to M. de Sevigne, a silence has taken 
place, which I cannot comprehend. But as it is the 
duke’s business to name the deputy, I have no reason 
to doubt his good-will hitherto, arfd still less the friend- 
ly zeal of inadame de Chaulnts; on the contrary, I have 
reason to be convinced of it. The pailianient is sent 

♦ Tlie physriin ?»1. dt* Clunlnrs took with lilm, and one oftlie luo 
capuchins of the Louvro j mad.ijrc de olieu mention^ in 

hei’ leticrs. 
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back to Rennes this gives incredible joy; the fity 
furnishes the king with 50,000 livres. M. 

t has been canvassing in this affair, and I am per* 
suaded tliat it is he who has thrown the stumbiing^ 
blocks in our way throogh M. de Oavoie : I ^havc 
nothing to say, and therefore say nothing^-^ ^except 
that we are unfortunate, owing to the death a pope, 
at a stated period; the complaints of marshal 
which prevented M. de Lavardin from holding the 
SUtes, as he would otherwise hare done ; the return oi 
the pariiament at this juncture, and a presmt of 50/300 
livres; this succession and concitteiiabcRn of wafbriseen 
events, hare produced what you view in the same light 
that I do. But, nsy dear c^td, be not more ^grieved 
than we are: we tmve still some fortttude left, these 
things do not affect the heart. Marshal d’Estr^ refers 
me to madame^e la Fayette^ to loam bis sentiments ; 
we shs£ at length know the aequel, and the curious sn- 
^iatettiag of this intrigue. My son will console himsalf 
wMi 4b6 resolution he has taken of excusing hhnaelf 
" £nm ike arriere^n, which be was obliged to accept, 
prevkig the expense he incurred atthe head of the 
Mobility. I have already gone too far ; 1 cannot help 
wondering at the swiftness of my pen, which goes far- 
ther than 1 intend it should. > 

According to the idea 1 have formed to myself of 
Paulina’s person and understanding, 1 think she must 
be very striking and interesting, and a thousand times 
more so than beaut’tdl who have not these attractions. I 

• Tlie parliament of Rennes had been moved to Vannes in 167i, or 
account of a sedition that happenetl that year at Rennes. 

f Reud-Hyacinth, marquis de CoCtlogon, was governor of Rennes, 
and brother-in-law of Louis d’Oger, inarquio de Cavoie, grand marshal 
of the king’s household. 
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iiiso imigine that the duke considered her as she ajid 
child, as you are; I am not uneasy about 
your beauty, while you preserve your health. I hare 
t(^d madame de la Fayette that her son should shudder 
at Carrying mademoiselle de Marillac, with whom our 
marq^ was in love : this m^riage is highly approved, 
it is a aod t'amih , the alliance is desirable, and all the 
Lam^i^ons have 200,000 livres for ever. Madame de 
la Fayette insures them ail her property, reserving only 
the ne and profits ; is not this enough ? she is very 
welt satisfied; the marriage will not take place till the 
end of tbe campaign. 

M. d'Arlet ha| written me a very loving letter; ho 
is pleased with Swges; he informs me that madame de 
Vius has gained her cause, and I have written to him 
to congratiHite her npon the occasion. My son sends 
bis kindest remembrances to yoa,. and desires me, to 
tell you what 1 have already told you; be smr.M. de 
fommereuil’s beautiful daagbter-in>]aw at Rennes; she 
stammers so much as to be unable to utter a fettlenee 
distinctly; but we must say witbM<riiiere, '* WhmW'ia 
the foolish husband who would be sorry that his wifo' 
were dumb * In good truth, I neither stammer nor 
am .dumb; this is a misfortune for you. I must tell 
you once more, that 1 am sorry your farmers begin to 
pay as badly as ours do; this, joined to the loss of Avi* 

gnon, But let us not talk qf this, nor of the ravages 

committed by time upon our poor persons, and at 
length upon our lives. 1 ought to conclude in a less 
gloomy strain, but 1 know not what to say ; dixi. 


* See Act 11. Scene IV. of the Medecin nslgrd Lui. 
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LriTEE DCCCCXXViri, 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlic Kocks, Sunday, Si jncmbor 18^^^ 9.* 

Youn letter of the first of September is at lenglp arriv- 
ed, after having travelled to Rennes ; this is a^^urnc^ 
my letters sorneiirnes take, by being put into the wropg 
tjag: how is this to be redressed ? but here it is; I should 
fewe been very sorry to have lost it; it carries on a' 
t^ain of conversation, which informs me of every thing 
that had escaped me, Let us pass over the account of 
Uie good duke de Chaulnes^s visit ; of the magnificent 
and friendly reception you gave him ; the elegance of 
your house ; excellent fare ; two tables, like his in Bri- 
imy, sirmptuously served ; a noble company, without 
: the presence of Boreas ; be wrould have stunned you, 
would not have been able to hear each other speak, 
sbd be&ides you had guests enough without him. blame 
seema to know his business well; no confusion, and 
gi^at taste ; 1 figure all this to myself, with greater plea- 
sure than I can possibly express to you. I wished you 
to be seen in all your glory, at least your country glory, 
for that of Aix is still greater ; and that M. de Chaulncs 
should find something better to eat than our chicken 
and bacon. He now knows what you can do ; you liave 
shown enough to do as you please at Paris ; he has seen 
your fish and flesh repasts, the mutton-pasty, and t’ 
pigeon-pie. Coulanges played his part also very well, 
his spirits are not yet lowered. I dread this change in 
him ; for gaiety constitutes a great part of his merit. I 
have no doubt that his heart overflowed with joy at so 
handsome a reception, and that he \vas in ra})tures at 
Paulina’s perfections. You always accuse her of n 
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eable, except with dukes and peers: I ha?ex 
3 oweyer^ seen her v€^y entertaining only with us; anc 
u gf??^ne an account^ when I was here five yearf 
igflk of some very amusing sup[)ers. M. de Chaulnes 
hiis^:^dUea to me; enclosed is his letter: you will see 
wheth^he is satisfied with you all, and the manner ii? 
whichj^u do the honours of your house. He made yott 
laugh at the Genius; mine did not make its appearance at 
Grignan, better company was to be found ; you knew 
nearly what it w'ould have said, and you have done too 
much honour to my memory ; you have mentioned mo 
several times, and drank my health, Coulanges climb-» 
ed upon his chair; this, 1 think, was a dangerous atr 
tempt for a little man, as round as a bowl, and not very 
alert, I am glad he did not meet with a fall in solemi^ 
izing my health, and am very anxiouvS for a letter from 
h'ln. The dinner, which you ordered to rise at tM 
Flame’s wand, in Noah^s ark, which you describe 
pleasantly, must have been both elegant and eiiehau^tr 
ing. The music was quite new ; it must have brought 
to mind the menagerie at Versailles, Jn short, youafi 
very generous, as you say, to give such a reception fcc 
an ambassador who is going to do you so much harmf 
I convinced tliat he is very sorry for it. Madame 
de Chaulnes tclis me that it is thought many difiicultiei 
will be started in the conclave, and afterwards upon the 
cruel affair of the franchises; so much the batter, say I: 

Rome SC) (If du mviic, tin pen plus lard rmlnc"^. 

That county, that charming Avignon, will remain tc 
us, whilst the II'>!y Gho,:t is choosing a pope, and the 
negociations continue. You are right, my child; it is 
like the day you were at the ball at the Louvre, bril- 


♦ Rome Wil\ at Uast, Ic siiri\*u^Icred eouiewhat Utcr, 
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. jewels which you wew to ircbrn 
3ty : but wliat you !<etained was betleir ; aud you 
hatfdsotner on' the next day, ttwm from all 
ybur tticome will be. I say on this subject^ as yoj v 
it! Jfwur funeral orations, ** Tell it not in Gaity^ i 
<40^, there was no appearance of it at GrignM, whei 
^yoo received bis excellency : I know not how con- 
trive it, or how people can run without legs ; it is a mi- 
fade, which I pray God may always continue. Th< 
^cbess de Chauines sent me the letter you wrote tc 
her { no onecati say what is necessary, and no more, sc 
-well as you ; every thought seems placed in its propel 
niche. In short, what shall I say to you ? 1 share in al 
you do ; self-love, friendship, and gratitude, all are sa- 
tisfied. 1 suppose that your brothers did not set out til 
they had assisted you in doing the honours of youi 
IlOQse. 1 shall say nothing to you respecting the depu 
tatioii ; every thing relating to it, has been too 
and too long in hand ; we will talk of it another tidte. 

Your dear son is well ; you know that he was e\eri 
/^^where, sword in hand, with M. Foufflers; this littl 
Itionkey, ray dear child! God praerve him, I shall ru^ve 
alter my prayer. Mentz has surrendered*: this new 

' ♦ Mentz sunfendcred at the end of seven works, for want of powde 

d’Huxelles had made twenty-two sallu s, in which he had killed fiv 
thousand of the enemy's men. But his noble tiefenre was very uuf 
TOurahly judged at Paris j “ thus immense city,” said Voltaiie, “ in 
of indolent people, w ho must judge of every thing, and v.ho have ca 
and tongues, but no eyes.” M. d'Huxelles was h(M)t(d at tbcrc in 
crowded theatre. But I^wis XIV. reeelvevl him well; it is aRiiund thii 
he said to him, “ You defended yourself hke a nuui ol courage, and sui- 
rendered like a man of sense.” What in some degiee t\eiued the injus- 
tice of the public, was, that this officer was the devoted or iiure of Ix;)U- 
vois ; and as he surrendered Aleirtz at the moment it was going to he re- 
infaced, he was suspected of having done so, to favt)ur the nonit>ter; 
for the latter, daily perceiting the king's aversion to him, feared, it it= 
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015 lufpruod fli ; WB were so easy respectingihis 
tha/T always iaeg^ed at M; de Lorrakie. is im 

S .'r!an|uis d^Huxelles bis retired with the esteem 
is and ibes* I tremble lest the dean’s brotbee 
>e among the namber of ^lled or wounded ; 
his bra^ brothers will attain grey hairs: of this 
''vinced at least, if we may judge by the hasty 
manner in which he listened to M* Prat ;, 
accustomed to such news. I am in pain for poor ]V1ar«> 
tillac : what can be done with one leg, in a city talff^ 
by assault * ? what noise, what confusion, what an Jg' 
fernal region ! I am very uneasy* I pity M* de Ja 
Trousse ; we said truly, in seeing him repair his hou^ : 

The worst that can happen to him, is to enjoy the e^* 
pense he is incurring there this was indeed too tru^ 
Do you wish to know what sort of life we lead, Joy 
dear child ? 1 will describe it to you. We rise aipig|^ 
go to mass at nine; walk or not, according to the, 
ther, sometimes different ways ; we dine com fortah^ 
neighbour arrives, we talk of the new's ; after dim 
work, my daughter-in-law upon a hundred 
things, I upon two pieces of tapestry which madame 
de Carman gave me at Chaulnes ; at five we separate, 
and walk alone or together; meet at a very pretty spot; 

1 either take a book, pray, or think of my dear child, 
build castles in the air, and am sometimes cheerful, and 
sometimes melauchol3% My son reads entertaining and 
good books; we have some devotional, and some histo- - 
rical ; this amuses and employs us, we make our remarka 
upon what we read ; my son is indefatigable, he would, 

said, evo-y d«"oifcive event, which, bj effecting a peace, would have reo- 
dered hiju less necessary. 

* Madame de ,S<5\ign»5 was not Ignorant tliat Mentz liad capitulated ; 
hut sl.f meant to si>cak of tlie attack of the covered way, which was very 
vi;rorous and bloiKly. 
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lad <t)r five hours successively if we woult 
Ve receive letters and answer them, which 
mail portion of our time, at least of mi 
lad company, and we shall have more, \ 
lOt wish it; whe^ visitors arrive, we 
>erfi?ctly easy* My son has w^orkmen \ 
irees as they say here, and gravelling the partei^ 
dtort, my^hiid, it is a strange thing, that in pnfiuing 
this ihsipid, and in some degree, melancholy life, the 
days should glide and fly from us ; God knows what is 
flying from us at the same time ; but tell it not in Gath; 
I cannot, however, help thinking of it. We sup at eight ; 
Sevigne reads after supper, but only books of amuse- 
ment, for fear of falling asleep ; they retire at ten, buw 
I Seldom go to bed till twelve ; such nearly are the rules 
of our convent ; over the door is inscribed, Sacred libei'ty, 
aXi I)o as you please I infinitely prefer this life to that 
' mnes ; it will be sufficient to pass Lent there, for 
enefit of soul and body. 

Plessis has written me word, that his whim has 
^"olily yet displayed the end of its nose; that it is not 
^ fully come forth ; but that he is married to a person per- 
fectly suited to his taste, of sense and beauty, of a j^ood 
1/ family, and who has secured him from all future want; 
this is what you make me doubt : be seems still, how- 
-^er, to listen to madame de Vins. In short, these are 
his words, I love this wife a great deal better than the 
^^last f this agrees with the grief he displayed at her 
loss: have you forgotten it? 

• This Is wbat Rabelais says of the abbey de Tlicy bc.d 

fliis single role ; Faif ce qtie ta voudras,— Po as you pleatc* 
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.TIER DCCCCXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

■■ . > 

Tlie Rocks, Wedne&da^^lScpteinber 21, t* 
L read your letters with pleasure, bat| 

m over again with an affection that interests 

and gives a relish to my solitary walks ; these letters 
have greater charms, and are better written, than yott 
imagine ; you are not aware of the turn and harmony 
you give to them. 1 must tell you, my dear countess^ 
that M. de Chauliies, after so many professions of friend- 
ship, has forgo! ten us a little at Paris. He received 
your letter at Versailles; it was calculated to rouse 
him ; nevertheless, in a week\s residence there, and 
llirec conferences with the king, he could not find one 
moment to say a in favour of my son, not even 
M. de Croissi ; he was contented with saying to M. ^ 
Lavardin, who was to have held the states; Sir, I 
treat you to appoint M. de Sevigne deputy.^^ And the 
next day, upon marshal d’Estrees’s remonstrances, aft 
alteration took place; so that these words were lost in 
air. Madame de Chaulnes is to speak about it to JVI. 4^ 
Croissi, but it will certainly be too late; they are 
who are not dormant, and this is our situation. If 
business depended upon marshal d’Ealrees, it w'ould be 
very certain: madame de la Fayette has written him 
two very forcible letters ; he oni}^ requires at this mo- 
ment of interregnum, to discover what would be agree- 
able at court, and he himself points out the way to ma- 
dame de la Fayette, who on her part impels the duchess, 
and places the abbe Tetu between her and M. de Croissi : 
she ceitainly docs wonders, and we wait the effect of her 
tfxerlious with tolerable tranquillity, with regard to the 
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ibj^ itMlf, but hurt at the coldoess and silenc^i{|f tha^ 
luke^ whose friendship for me ^nd my son, who»e\ 
lews, advice, manners, all convinced us, aiid .he whoL 
province, that he considered us with peculiar disturc- 
ion. This, betV||||Ki you and me, so greatly a^incts 
^Qd surprises us, mit com|iaring what has pass^ since 
dmr departure, with what passed before, we age our 
and can in no way account for this sad^ffer- 
aiice; we think it ail a dream, one of those disagreeable 
dreams from which we are delighted to awake, and to 
diicover that it was an iUusion. We will inform you of 
tbe sequel ; but be assured that we are highly pleased 
with the marshal : he has even written to us, without 
aayiog so much to madame de la Fayette, in tbe most 
obliging manner possible. As to M. de Lavardin, it 
Wtust be owned that tbe holding tbe states would have 
heen a very pretty appointment for him ; but this was 
jMddng the finest feather out of marshal’s cap : his 
S«^sty< may compensate M. de Lavardin when he 
{deases. 

What say you to Mentz ? The marquis d’Huxelles was 
in want of powder and muskets; it seemed to ui likewise 
lhat they were somewhat tardy in sending reinforce- 
. ^meiits : in short, it was the will of God, as it is that 
your son should be in perfect health. The dear marquis 
rhas written me a very pretty letter; he rallies with me, 
calls my daughter-in-law his cousin; he says they 
viave done nothing yet, but highly praises M. de Bouf- 
' flers ; in short, no one can answer better to the fire of 
courage and valour than he does. God preserve him, 
Coulariges appears to me delighted with your magnifi- 
cence, your entertainments, your gooil taste, and with 
Paulina: you are wicked, you think he is compelled ly 
virtue of witchcraft; I believe him ; but without being 
ukes , you display more splendour than is necessary to 
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a. Your company was select, and 3Wir covft 
.eiiteel ; nothing could add to the grandeur of 
.‘on. 

seau is mad with his tnadame de la Eiviere^ 
•akes a constellation ; it il^ne of their dreams 
y and extraordinary, to which they give so much 

• they have been almost bewildered by them; 
for they took all the phantoms of their imagination for 
serious troths. But I am not dreaming when I tell yod^ 
that one of my letters is either lost or missent. * 1 did 
iwt wait from the seventeenth to the twenty-fourth to' 
write to my dear child ; 1 wrote to yon from benc^ 
where I arrived with madame de Chaulnes and M. do 
Revel : she set out on Saturday the twentieth, at ftpttt 
in the morning, and 1 wrote to you the next day. An* 
gust the twenty-first. It is only to scold the postman^ 
that I am so exact ; I do not, however, complain, as I 
receive your letters very regularly. You praise Rovd; 
for the same reason I did, in saying that I had fodl^ 
him u man of veracity, and so little tinctured with vi|^; 
nity, that afler having related to me the passages of tfss; 
Rhine and Senef, and other circumstances of his cam- 
paigns, 1 did not know whether lie deserved praii>e or 
censure. He told us that at first he fell into the Rbtnair, 
and was dragged out by his^iair; that his horse suidt 
)nto a hole ; in short, he related all this ki such a mai^' 
ner, that 1 concluded he was drowned ; it seems, hovr- 
ever, that he mounted very expeditiously, though drip-, 
ping wet, upon another horse, and went very prettily 
to charge the enemy, and disengage the prince, who 
liad just been w'ounded*. 1 was, nevertheless, in great 
want of this decision from the higher council, which 
the chevalier sends me, for his is really so to me. I am 

♦ 'rUe count fie Revel commanded the cuirasblcrs at the passage of 
the Rliiuc, June 12, 1072. 
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anj ffS the vepaUtion of the chevalier. 


rtStU M. t}> BEVlONi. 

iip|l^, however, assnred tny mother, that no oii^oald 
.4>e more esteemed for valour and evet> probity than 
bat this was only a trifling semence, from an in- 
^lor jndgo/ in. coniparison of the decision of coun« 
Which has just been delivered by the knight of 
wtyt Now we are upon the subject of Revel, I wtn 
jUlpL you a little anecdote, Vrhich will appear /wor di 
jHmifa (inapplicable). I once saw La * j at nia- 
de Louvois's playir^g at basset ; she lost consifler-» 
; at length, piqued at her ill luck, she made an 
|B^0n§, saying these beautiful words, “If 1 lose this 
l^non, I will say the most disgraceful thing of myself 
iPIt can possibly be uttered.^^ She lost it, and to keep 
word, she told the company that she had that very 
morning taken a clyster that^d been brought her the 
preceding evening, from pur^varice, not being willing 
incur an unnecessary expense. This is the anecdote : 
ji^W, my dear little sister, for the application. I am 
piqued at havjog lost the deputation, which 1 was led 
'^.expect, whether I would or not ; and, in revenge, 1 

T1\e chevalier de Grignan Ijad greatly dUtinguIslied hhn'^eU .it tl.e 
bailie of Altcnlieim, wlfuh happened August 2, 1675. 

J The tame mentioned by M. de Revel, in the Letter of the 2<lth 
Augnat. Those who wish lo know who is meant by this iniiiid, may 
choose between madame de Ramhures and mudame de Royan, two per- 
sons of such distinguished rank, and such ill manncis, that we usk 
little in giving them credit for every thing of this kind we iria;y ihli L 
proper. 

§ A term at the game of laasct, fynonymoua to that of pr ic-h u 
pharo. 



tell youa disgraceAil thir]^ of myself, more 
* It is thit; ttotwilhstanding all |»y 
ct'nn> and ihe philosophy vrhich solitude^ 

- Ji 4 ,ni i W I have found myself so much nettlc< 

iii ( ulnes’s neglect and indolence, at the dia 
' ><>/ . reatcs in the province, wd the joy witl 
has inspired M. de* Chautnes’s enemies, am 
^|io hate me on his account, -that it it with tU 
greatest difficulty in the world, I have got the better o 
it. I have therefore carefully avoided every thing tha 
►could recall my thoughts to it ; and as your letters wetj 
lulled with the most friendly sentiments towards me,S3!¥ii 
the interest you took in this little distinction, I wow| 
rather have suffered death than have read them ; th«3 
were poison to my mind. Can I, my dear littlf^,s!4# 
give you a greater proof of confidence, than in relaii^ 
to you such a feeling, after six years of refleeftiofi, a1^ 
gdod sense i^ut tell me, at the same time, if there^i^a^ 
be a comparison between the friendship and zeal/Wtf 
ed by M. de Chaulnes for two years, to do usihtilM 
vice, and the uncommon lethargy he displays at pre 
and the profound silence tfe observes, after so many 
lemn asseverations, that the only pleasure he had in leaVr 
ing Britany, was in going to put the finishing stroke fc 
this afihir. How could he approach you after this? how 
could he write to my mother ? how, in short, can h^ 
justify himself for having failed in one of the most essem 
tiul duties of friendship? Could it ever have been sup- 
posed that M. and niadamede Chaulues would have be- 
come useless to us with regard to the deputation of Bri- 
tany ; and that niadanie de la Fayette and marshal d^Es^ 
trees should be the only persons that would have pro- 
cured it for us, had measures been taken in time? I 
^"^in to give up all thoughts of it; and now that all 
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hope is at an end, 1 find myself like the mani ^f 1 
whose story M. de Ormesaon has often relai dV) us : i 
was upon the wheel; be said to»his ' l^'i 

tny mind has not been so composed for a tun^ time. 
It is certain that I am much more tr.iir^uil than 1 w; 
a month ago, when 1 expected lejtt rs from M. d 
Chaulnes by every post ; my moilu • vili acquaint yr 
with my sentiments upon this subject* i am |:ir?auad( 
that it is love who has played us thi<% trick ; and thk 
the only apology that can be offered for such condoc 
ibr who does not know that every thing should yiftU t 
power of love ? U is only to be lamented that we ma 
|p(Uribute ittothatiiitieiretfulsneei'eoduBoisdetaBochi 
I idready Jenow wliere in future, to meet with more coi 
IfUl&tioa than at the Bocks ; I mean with you and A 
I^ Grignan in your magnificent ch&teau: if God pn 
the health of all th^ Grignans, and if nothin 
uge upon tbisacore either, in. my owdUiouse or m: 
de l^auron's, l ean foresee nothing to prevent, m 
' ywi at Grignan, under pretence of going to tali 


^ waters; Imt, in fact, to avoid the arriere-ban, froi 
iriiich I could not excuse myself this year, on accoux 
of the way in which it was offered to me, and becaus 
M. de Chaulnes advised me to accept of it, in the view 
he assured me he bad for me. In ail human prubabiht 
therefore, it will be towards the spring, or rather towarc 
the lummer, when 1 shall see you, my dearest sistei 
My only fear is, that M. de Grignan may at that tim 
1:^ obliged to visit the coast, and that 1 shall nut hav 
so much of his company as I wish* 1 am delighted th: 
Paulina begins to make conquests; little Coulangc 
seems to praise her most heartily and sincerely. You 
son tells me very prettily, that after having been at th 
taking of three or four cities, he has a great inclinatio 
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k himself to the air of the Rocks. Adieu, my 
.y tittle sister ; I salute and embrace all the illu- 
IjrigP'^s, without forgeltmg M« de la Oarde. 


MADAME DE SEVIGHE CONTIKVSS* 

All this must have vent: k is a relief to him. You 
nray wel* suppose that if 1 him set out for Bouibon 
and Gngdan, I shall request a place in his carriage. It 
wilt be found, in the end, that I, who do not keep a 
•jjhildsopherN shop, have more philosophy than all of 
V thdih. Providence assists me wonderfully upon these 
^^ionli; it was by submitting to its decrees, that 
tnadenioftelle le Camus heroically endured the breakti^ 
tUff of her marriage ; I am inclined to think, tha^l^ 
cardinal (£e Camus did not bear the shock wimib 
thuch fortitude. I fancy his eminence seeks only 
rosa) to paradise, and that he will not di»eit the- 
mdb. I cannot believe that people of really good i 
can carry on the farce long ^ it is assuming too i 
1 feel the mortification of this family. It is stiH^ 
lieved that the afikir of the parliament of Bennef^^ 
determined. 


LETTER DCCCCXXX. : 

TO THE SAME. / 

Thti Racks, Sunday, September S5, 1680. 

I RECONCILE myself very badly to the restraint laid 
upon me by M. de Grignan ; he keeps a constant watch 
over my actions ; he is afraid 1 shall give him a father- 
in-law : this captivity will drive me to some rash advent 

A prelate who piqued himself so much upon his high birth, that 
liing one day to tlie people of iui 4iocese, he styled them tkt 

turn ^n'jK 





tSi«, bat it will not be with mow.*' cz/r le coniie 

yes, mmsieiir, for be ia.not only monsieur, but monsit ^ 

Iccomtede Revel; we are quite 

the custom of giving a title to a ptn-or. v*, h ^ h;is no right 
toJt+ ; we nevertheless soinetitYies torg 1 ourselv rs, and 
C?tll hipa Revel, but this is uin.kr the ro'c, I will not 
rparry him, so make yourself easy, he is too gaiiant ; 
Uiis will excite your curiosity to know who are his Chi* 
mencLS: you mention two who arc true Lretonnes, but 
there are three others ; a youag senechale who was, hern, 
but not related to the one you have seen; mademoiseUe < 
K****, who is very pretty, and who was at Renpes; 
apd to crown all, a little madame de M. C. your 7ii€ce, 
^ she is grand- daughter to yoitr father Descartes; she 
a great deal ot wit, and seems to think that fire is 
and that she may burn and be burna||lll^ All this> 
is carried on much decep^'^ that their 

lover seems h^ffp^y tired of Rwbes ; he told 
>^^dejfeouvois the otk^r day, that if he ^4mted the most 
^1^;^ .^for in the #orld for a wintei^ campaign, he 
%^idd’*think of him. 

|lv hs my child, talk of the chevalier's pfeju- 
;^Kce ; doesTriendship blind us so far ? I think I am as 
well acquainted with it as any one, but it should seem 
to me that it would never err against conviction ; we do 
ito^ love those lesd who are in the wrong, but vve per- 
ceive their error. WhatJ shall an unknown personage, 
called Reason, supported by Truth, knock at the door, 
and shall she be driven away, as from the university of 
Paris (you have seen that charming work of DespreauxJ},. 

•f M; de Coulan};;es said that the children of the* Toembos of the par- 
liatuent of Rennes weie all bom marquises and cenints. 

X bee the builcsque dcchion ir'iven in the lu^b chainber e>f Parii i- 
Sus, in favour of ihe miisters of arts, for the siqiport of tb«' do ctune of 
AiUtotle. 
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^ beard, though accompanied by justifita* 

! do two and two no longer make four ? A 
nation gjrcn by* marshal de Meillaraie, of -a hun« 
dred crowns every two years, which was never a settled 
pension, and which was not known, cannot be discon* 
tinued without a crime; for they say, ''Sir, we must 
see at the next meeting of the states ; if I am deceived^ 
it will be easily rectified/' For, with regard to the laW 
gratification erased and given to the states of seventy^' 
one, Cpetlogon does not disagree to it/ Is it possible t<y^ 
l>e^ the wrong, when all these things arc sd clearly 
proved ? If the chevalier had so good a cause in hand/ 
with tl)at warm blood that creates heroes and the go^^^ 
le would know how to support it better than I do. But?; 
can a person with so much good sense, shut his eyl^ 
iml his judgement to this poor truth ? No, surely, mff 
lear countess, no surely; the duke de Chaulnes 
not to blame here; this is his master-piece of friend** 
ship; here he fulfilled nil its duties, and even surpass^y 
them ; it is with regard to us that he was to blame, 
his conduct is wholly incomprehensible: such is the 
serable state of man ; every thing is cut diamond-wdse/| 
every thing is true, and this is the world. The good' 
duke has written to me again from Toulon; he is con* 
stautly thinking of me, without having once thought of 
me for a single moment during a weel/s stay at Paris:*; 
not one word to the king respecting the deputation SO 
often promised, in a manner which gave us reason to 
think he would make it his own business; not a word to 
M. de Crois^i, whose son he took with him, and who 
would have ap[)ointed your brother; he said a flying 
word to de Lavardin, but could he suppose that he 
iiad more power than himself to create a deputy? We 
hacf j)crsuaded ourselves that this was after he had men* 
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tioat^d it to the king* At length he sets out, 
that Lavardin is not to hold the states, it was therefon 
necessary to write. He goes to Grigna!?,^ you talk ^ 
him oo the subject, he seems to be inclined to write 
and this iaall ; he writes to me from Grignan and Tou 
Ion, but saj^s not a syllable respecting it. Madame 
Canines is to speak to M. de Croissi about it, but i 
irifl be too late, the place will be taken by M. de Coet 
logon. Astomar^al d^Estr^es, he has joyfully engager 
himself to madame de la Fayette, provided the^.^our 
leaTes him master of the nominatioB : we were but t04 
happy on this quarter ; but we think no more of it^ M 
de Cavote .will have the deputation for bis brother»in 
law^ and will be in the right. The good duchess ha 
lest too mudt time ; she is timid, and will irnd the pas 
sage blocked up ; it is not every one who knows how t( 
apeak. 1 know not how to reconcile this Lethargic con 
^ct with a friendsbip 1 cannot doubt; I am as much a 
l^iss tq comprehend it as my son ; but we arc resolve 
Whave the glmy of not complaining; this would 
duke's enemies too much pleasure, andaerve thee 
ijEcnr a triumph. We are ae^sed in these woods, and i 
is easy for us to be sileni^thanges may take place ii 
another year, so that we ai||^ry well pleased you gav 
him such a magnificent reeippon ; we shall not discan 
linue our correspondence with him ; I shall only stat 
the fact, and ask his excellency how he could constant! 
tlnnk of us, and yet forget both us and himself? We sha 
not go to the meeting of the states, and shall laugli a* 
the arriere-ban, which has given us nothing but uneasi- 
ness. These are our wise resolutions ; if you approve 
them, we shall ihink them still butler. We are, how- 


ever, senr/ible to the loss you null sustain in your charm- 
ing county ; we cannot too much regret so many fine 
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) 'V ^ ;iich flrjwed from it. I feel this bio# 

: . < . and perhapg more ; for you ar« tub- 
'hme, and 1 anynot sdl 

J propos of sublime: it seems to ttie that M, de Ma« 
rillac ^ does not act amiss. La Fayette is handsome, 
and has no bad qualities; he has^a good name, ha ito ki the 
path of glory, and has all his mother’s friends, wb6 
inhnitejn number; his mother is a woman of distfai^’i 
fished merit ; she entails all her estate Qpoit himi ib' 
does also the abbe f. He will some day be in posses- 
blotTof SOftfX) livres a year: he does not owe asmgia 
pistole; these are not mere words of course. Whomcan 
you find preferable to him, when law is out of tfae^ues* 
tion ? J'h|^ady has 200,000 livres; could madamt de tO' 
Fayette ei^ct less ? Give me your opinion, for I tetl 
you nothing but the truth. M..de Lamoignon is the 
pusitory of the 'articles, which were signed four dayS' 
ag<v between M. de Lamoignon, the Meatenant of pO* 
lice, andraadame de Lavardin, who made the tnateh;^ 
But what say you to all these changes in the 
stracy ? 1 am quite grieved that our M. de Lamoigni^ 
should not have been one of the number ; both he and w 
fr iends are hurt at it. Your M, de Torci J was certainly^ 
born with a caul on bia head: ah, would you had 
made him write with good ink ! But it was not decreed 
that we should profit by the ardour of his friendship; it 

• Rcn^ de MarilUr, dean of the counsellors of state, married Mtria* 
Mfgiialen d<' Marsillac, his daughter, to Rertd-Arhiand Motier, count 
de la F.i^ette, younger son of .^ >agdelaQ Pioche de la Vergne countcia 
dc la Fayette, and colonel of the regiment de la Fere. 

t Lonu Motier, abbd de la Fayeue, eldest son of madame de Is 
Fayette. 

X John Baptist Colbert, marquis dc Torci, appointed secretary oi 
state upon tlie death of Charles Colbert, marquis dc Torci, his father. 
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the wift of Obi^'tMf ii evHefit^ «id 
Jio^oce of it* JMLj de Bc^tehartHdft is appohibed ooflP- 
trollcr-goaeral ; I expACted this/ but n'tst «o soon ; ^ 
are going to write him : you wiM not fail to do the 
aame^ as well a£.4o niadame de Money ; she is now 
j^%o the first president V hut she will not be vain of 
:: diSlinctiGO, 

How happy Paulina is^ t© be with you ! you will nevr- 
^anodel her; it is a good sign when she approves the 
praises you heatow on madame de Dangeau* This dear 
child is capable and deserving of all that you can teach 
her; I have always thought so since you told me she 
had sense, and v.as desirous of pleasing you. Once 
more I say, ho\v happy she is, to be with you, and 
to sec and hear you! Coiilungos scorns drnghled with 
her, as well as with you and M. de Grignan, your cha- 
teau and your splendour : your manner of doing the ho- 
nours of the house seems to have made a very deep im- 
pression upon Ins br^in ; he at least, acknowledge 
you for the duke and duch-^'i of the cawpo basso -f. In 
short, niy dear countess, what can you not do when 
you please ? and with w hat an air, and what a grace ! My 
son has read what you iiave written him with pleasure ; 
he has lately communicated his thoughts to you ; he de- 
sires you will be convinced that 1 am in ; crfect heivlth, 
and that th.e air of tin* ib;cks is eACidlont. IM. d'Aix 
has scarcely acted civilly in not [>aying you a visit; 
what fojly, to wish to be first president % ! Put the truth 
IS, he is mad ; lackily those on whom it depends, aie not 
so : if, uotwdtlistandnig your endeavours to live upon 
good terms with him, his conduct should give you of- 
feni e, I advise you to wndte to madcime de la layette ; 


* ^fh^^c£ de TJaiUi, 'I* T\ie loner camp. 

X Ui che RirlUaiem of AIx. 
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MADAMS f>B ^ifnOvL 

ihtt convinced that be can be in tbe right be 
•Cjjposes "you, and there are few tkidgs he dreads more 
chan to appeal ridicllous in her eyes* I am aware of 
the contempt in which your parliatnent is held^ in leav- 
ing them such a leader as we are ac<|«amted with : at- 
tend a little to what has been the fate of those to wtem 
that province has been given, ]V|. d^A.rgoagesy PoM* 
chartrain, Boucherat ; these ere men, and not sea^horw 
,Y)rho neigh and commit a thousand extravagances, 
shall also mention La Faluere, with whom every body is 
satisfied. Adieu, my child, I embrace you with infi^ 
nite ^fTectioo. 

LETTER DCCCCXX^a. 

TO TKE SAME. 

TheRocks) WedUiesda^, September SS, 1680 - 
You astonish me by the account you give me of t|#. 
illness of M. de la Trousse. I was informed that a IdM 
of palsy had seized him from the hips downw^ards ; tfat# 
is a shocking circumstance, and deprives him of the 
power of enjoying society, and consequently of receiv- 
ing consolation. 1 do not comprehend bow this 
lady can be cured by the waters of Bourbon ; how can 
it be supposed that waters which are only cathartic 
should be fit to restore strength and vigour to relaxed 
and insensible parts? In short, my child, this is a 
most extraordinary illness ; I pity M. de la Trousse, 
more than he would pity me. I hope that the cheva- 
lier will find as much bene&t from the waters as he is 
led to expect. They must surely have great efficacy, 
or people would not repair from one end of the world to 
. the other, to bathe an hour and a half in three days, 
. the only way in which they are used, for they are not 
VOL, Tin. L 
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Let Icnovr tjieir eflfect, and partic , 
iher the chevalier has been relieved by them, inis 
journey cannot be long^ if they only bathe three days*- 
if, after this, tbe chevalier should be able to serve, you 
would alt have great reason to wish the campaign in 
Xtoupbiny fell to his lot,* as your fine chateau would 

his retreat l|rid resting-place. Enclosed is a 
i^ter from Coulanges ; you will find that he is still full 
^ yoar magnificent reception and of Paulina. 

Madame de Chaulnes informs me that she has spoken 
to M. de Croissi, who will do his best, and that a letter 
shall be sent from the duke de Chaulnes to M. de Pom- 
mereuil; all this hangs together so badly, that 1 have 
ItO'further hopes of it. M. de Pommereui] a Tid* mar- 
shal d’Estr^es are entirely devoted to us; the last wishes 
only for a hint to name my son : this is what M. de 
Oiaulnes should do, or madame de Chaulnes aftei her 
husband’s departure ; this is what he should have writ- 
after he had learned at Lyons that M, de Lavardin 
tims not to hold the stales. In short, I shall never 
^MMfwprehejfid this lethargy, after their long- continued 
fiiandship, having said to us a hundred times, " This is 
t^ve our business than yours.” I can only conjecture 
tl^t they did not choose to oppose M, de la Coetlogon, 
whose assiduity the return of the parliament is an.ri- 
huted, ajid the present given by llie city of Kenner ; 
t^pugh in fact he had nothing to do with it, for it was 
voluntary : but as he is governor of Rennes, he puts on 
an air of importunity, and they were a good deal em- 
barrassed in acquainting rap with this disagreeable cir- 
cumstance^ But why then did they recommend my 
son to M* de Lavardin ? this is what puzzles me; but 1 
Vi?ill ptH-plex myself no more with it, though I cannot, 
however, believe that thpy have no longer any regard 
iox me ; it must be scribed to timidity, rather thar 
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and I find that thii good d^hcfS- w 
-»'nelnitvH35v»th renior§e. Bid I not infonn you that her 
husband wrote^o mcpfrom Toulon ? I shall answer him 
at Rome, when I shall be more certain of what I have 
to tell him: but 1 will not complain ; would be 
acting an ill part : every thing is con^jpinded and con- 
cealed in the journey to Rome; ivc have s«flere<t^ 
humiliation of any kind^ with regard to the public ; 

^ my heart justifies them, not doubtin^^ that they lore 
belter than IVl. de Coetlogon. ' J 

There is an abbe of Francheviile here, who haaa great 
deal of wit, and is agi^^adile, unaffected, and feame^ 
without ostentation ; Mbntreuil is acquainted hins^^ 
lie has jpassed his life at Parin, has seen you twicc> ai^ 
you have made an impression on his brain like a ditf* 
nity. He is a gioat Carh sion, and is mademoi?ellc Pes- 
carles’s tutor; she showed him your letter ; be admired 
that, and your enlightened understanding. His wit 
pleases and amuses m*" infimUdy; it is a long 
sinco I have been in such good company. He 
niy son naic dctiy and he thinks me also a divinity, jsdlt 
of la pkhc aVg/i for my part, I consider tiiysetf 

only as a sylvan divinity ; but to satisfy IM. de Grignan^ 
who may be apprehensive that I shall marry him, I 
ha^e to inform him that another widow, young, rich, 
and of a good famil^^ struck witn his wit and merit, has 
been married to him for these two years, after having 
refused presidents a moriier: what more need be said? 
and he, sought after by this widow whom he ought him- 
self to have sought after, yielded, at length, at the age 
of sixty, quitted his abbey, to have no other employ- 
ment than that of a Christian and Cartesian philosopher, 

<* ♦' The plebeian godn : a rptota'/von fiOin Tasso's Aniinta, The wor(l^ 
$uitc dcu are from Vir^iVs Enod 
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and of being the wisest man in this provin 
always at home*, ^nd his.w^fi^ who is a yooii^ - 
gant woman^ is rfever hitppj^ butwh^ri Ae is wiin mm. 
He has visited my son and .and^ if we are pleased 
with his conversation^ he seems delighted with ours. 
Yon would certainly like this man: his name is M. de 
Oijidbriac^; he came fourteen leagues to see ns, abd the 
he has of you gives me great. pleasure;* 1 should 
!bt be, satisfied v^ith any merit that was sgnomnt of 
y^rs. ^ 

* My dear Paulina, I was charmed to see your writing 
once more; I was fearful you would have forgotten me 
Is yoor prosperity ; it is so great a one for you to be 
ell good terms with your dear mamma, and tq^be w^or^ 
4by of her esteem, that a little head like yours r^tight 
easily be turned by it. I advise you to continue the 
exerciae of all your little perfections, which will secure 
your mammals love for you, and at the same time the 
esteem of all the world. — I am, indeed, very glad, my 
dear child, that for your amusement, and the honour 
of my prophecy, Paulina is become amiable and gentle, 
as you wished her to be. 

I cannot comprehend why an alliance with mademoi- 
selle dc Camus should be less desirable, than if her 
qncle bad gone to Rome ; what a jest ! Was she consi* 
dered as the niece of a minister of state? He was no- 
thing more than a cardinal of great merit, and a pious 
man: he is so still. 
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J^ETTPR I)^ppjCX2CXlI. 

TO TBE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, October Hr 16S9. ^ ' 
It will be a year to*morrow ^ince 1 saw yoo, erabr^kSitf 
you, heu.rd you speak, and left you at Charentot^ 
Good heavens, what a lively remembrance I have 
that day ; and how I long for another, that may 
stinguished by seeing you again, embracing you^ .and 
clinging to you for ever! Why cannot I thus 
life witji the person who has wholly occupied it? 'Thj# 
is whatj feel, and what I tel! you, my dear child, wit)if^ 
out intending it, to commemosate the end of this y^^ 
of separation. ' 

After thisj I must tell you, that your last letter isxio 
gay, so sprightly, has so much of tlie currents calamo 
It, that it charms me, because it is impossible to thin* 
and \\ rite t-o pleasantly, without being in gooil spirits 
in good health. Let us first talk of tlie chevalier; I think 
his situation must be much improved since I saw him. 
What! 1 might see him stamp with his right foot! As 
to the left, it still kept the field with glory, though it 
was sometimes humbled by the state of its colleague^ 
which mortified us eijunlly. In truth, nothing but * 
miracle could have restored him the use of his right 
foot; for he was almost as lame as M. de la 
foucault, which was quite deplorable; and this change 
is effected by three quarters of an hour's bathing for 
three successive days, in tliese salutary waters: neither 
INIorit-d’or nor Barege could liavo done as much. In 
three days, then, we are free. Assure the chevalier 
the sincere joy 1 feci, fiom the relief he has de- 
rived from these charming waters, till wc can pro- 
bounce the word ctr^'^iL You pay a h;c:li tomph- 
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meat to M. de Carcassonne’s solicitude, 
it with yours for roe; I can easily taat uuue 

can be more affectionate or consolatory. The cheva- 
lier, then, thinks madatnc de Ganges* greatly altered; 
this is odd; she was really much to blame, not to an* 
swer to the idea he had formed of her ; I have some- 
ti.oies seen a likeness to that beautiful model, but a 
hundred thousand degrees below it ; for besides her 
features, so many things are wanting, with respect to 
manner, grace, and what constitutes beauty, that the 
resemblance dwindles to nolliing. If I had known she 
had been the wife of my Ganges, whom I have so often 
seen, I should have viewed her, perhaps, through a 
different medium ; but the deed is done. 

Let us talk of giadame de Montbiun; good lic'a\en», 
with what spiiit do 3 ou paint this woman ! Yeur bro- 
ther is delighted with the portrait, but he will not tell 
you so, he only embrares you. lie is with his honest 
^friend; and it is 1 v\b'^' have to thank you for having 
left every thing, and iiown with such imj>etuos!ty to 
describe this woman, who is really an original : full of 
her noble ancestry, which she traces as far back as the 
Flood, and which occupies her mind entirely ; all lier 
Guelph and Gibelin relations, friends and enemies, with 
whom you fill your page inimitably, with the greatest 
humour and drollery ; her reveries, in calling the mar* 
quis d’Huxelles her enemies, when she certainl}' means 
the Germans ; the crowns with w hich she decorates and 
intrenches herself; her astonishment at seeing your 
natural complexion ; her fanc3dng you have neglected 
yourself, in show ing the natural colour of your veins 
'tod skin; that you ought to paint your face ; and be- 

♦ Sister-in-law of the unfortunate madame <le Ganges. The name 
i>f this lady was Gevaudan. 
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you display the complexion God has gitlstl you, 
%you appeal to her quite neglected and undressed, 
sieurs de Grignan are very clever in thinking bet's A 
natural complexion : this shows the disceintiment Of 
wen, they neither know what they see nor What they 
say; I have met with those who have even admired 
inferior beauties. 

You have taken a pretty trip to Saint S^rit; 
have seen M. de Baville, the terror of Languedoc; 
have also seen M. de Broglie *. I consider out R^l 
as the Cesar, and Broglio the Tieglected Laridonf, HuA 
not the chevalier seen them both in the chains of ma- 
demoiselle de Bouchet ? Broglio was so furious a lover, 
that h) was one cause of her throwing herself into the 
Carmelites. 

I must add, my dear child, that we are no longer 
angry with our good governors, at which I am delight- 
ed ; I was almost in despajr in thinking them to blame. 
It is certain, and all our Iriends agree, that the duko 
could not say a syllable to the king, neither on tll« 
subject of Britany nor the deputation, Without great im- 
propriety ; Rome occupied every thing. He spoke td 
M. de Lavardin, and wrote to marshal d’Estrecs : 
dame de Chaulnes has said all that could be said t<i 
de Croissi ; and nothing can be more evident, than 
the pleasure they would liave had in succeeding ; but 
we think no more of it, and if by accident w^e should 
obtain it, We shall consider it os a miracle. This is not 
the greatest evil that arises to me from the death of the 
pope; I am really grieVed when I reflect upon the loiE 
you will sustain by this ev^nt. 

* V ictor Miiurice, count clc commanded in Languedoc ; h- 

jji'as brother of (Miailcs Amcdciis dc Iboglio, count de Revci, 

f Soe La Fontaute*5 Fable upon FJucaUon, Fab. 165, 
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I thaiA you, my child, for making. ^ . * 

one ^ the tnemhers of your society, by iiiioiiu.^ 
of what passes in it : nothing is so dear v j me^ as wbal 
cothes froin you and your family. I recommend to 
ytml the care of your health, and the preservation oi 
your youth, and not without reason. ] laugh with you 
at M. de Grignan^s gout : tliis is a fine cons )Iation to a 
iitl^ fn pain; but every thing is preferable to the co* 
bless you ail ; my compliments, remembrances, 
m Caresses, where they are due : you know your own 
tbisre, my dear child ; it is my entire self* 

I.ETTER DCCCCXXXIII. 

TO THE SAME, 

The Rocks, Wednesday, October 5, 1689. 
It! had never entered my brain to accuse certain iron 
wires in the head-dress of bt ing the cause of long faces ; 
this hint would be very useful to certain persons of our 
acquaintance* I had heard they were very friendly ; 
but no, quite the contrary : these two little wires press 
against the temples, prevent the circulation of the blood, 
and cause abscesses; some die in consequence; they 
may consider themselves forlunale, whose faces are only 
lengthened an ell, and who become pale as death ; but 
yawing people, who are more hardy, may recover in 
time. I am very much inclined to place this story iu 
the class with some others formerly related to me by 
the good princess de Tarente ; however, it is not amiss 
to know every thing. ^ 

I do not in the least doubt that M. de la Garde, w ho 
never refused a remedy, will avail himself of that of the 
lady you mention. You vyill see him with his head upon 
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have sore eyes; I ^iave*'nothirig to give you in, return 
for yotir aecoufnt of this visit. 

' Wh have hstd a very worthy^, sensible, , agree able^^i^r 
aifected, learned, and every way desirable, yisitor 
a man of great endowments, and capable qf 
ii^upon every subject of conversation: he hasbg^ 
here for a week. One of his brothers-in-law is arriv|e|^i 
the abbe de Marbeuf, who spoils nothing; and a bro- 
ther-in-law of the count de Lis, who would spoil every 
thing if he opened his lips ; this is a secret misanthro- 
pist, for he keeps his chagrin to himself ; he is very 
well made, and sings so much like Beaumaviel, that he 
might be mistaken for him. When our worthy friend 
departed, every thing was comparatively flat and in- 
sipid ; we renewed the just observations we made ia^ 
this country with you, on pleasant and disagreeab^^ 
fornpaiiy ; and fixed that the disagreeable was the most 
de'-’irable: their absence is a relief; whereas pleasant 
society leaves us dull and dejected, we cannot easily 
pursue the old track ; in short, it is a great misfortune 
to associate with sensible people, but it is a misfortune 
that does not often happen to us. 

You ask me for news of our deputation; we wish to,, 
think no more of it. Madame de Chaulnes has twic0 , 
spoken very well to M. de Croissi on the subject. The^ 
abb^ Tetu is animated by inadame de la Fayette to re-, 
mind the minister, and passes so well in review all that 
madame de Chaulnes had represented, that every thing 
IS to be hoped from his zeal and earnest endeavour to^ 


* It has already been observed that this was a fatourite cxpre slun 
I. de Id Garde. 





acconlplij-h what he iindeitakes. Madai 
has intmstod him wiili tiie charge of thl Hi.n, . 
is not always at Versailles; inadafTie de'^la Fayette does 
wonders; the duke de Chaulnes has written to marshal 
d’Estrees, who desires nothing better than to serve us ; 
such is our situation. For my part, I believe M. de 
Coetlogon will carry it, for the reasons I gave you tlie 
other day. The other candidates are M. de Lan ion, 
and M. de Chateau-Renaud ; we wait for the uiira^l- 
ling of all this with a tranquil look, and an undisturbed 
mind. J thank you for having prevented the chevalier 
from writing to M. de Cavtie* on this alihir; it would 
have been wrong. 

My son laughed immoderately at your niadame ; he 
has heard of a certain long visage at Rennc s ^^nd wants 
to know how it has been acquired ; lie is gone to pay a 
visit to marshal d’F>slrc*es at Fennes. You ad: ^\ hat we 
have done with our thirty ships. Alas! wliat we a!wa%s 
do with them. We were delighted tn r-?c( ive tln.ni a'- 
Brest ; this was one of the most iinportmt aifairs in the 
W’orld ; they all set sail together, .steered as lar ns the 
island of Ushant, and then returned to Belleisle, from 
thence to Brest, and there it ended. You find that 
the person who said there had been no decisive action 
at sea since the battle of Actium, was quite in the right, 
Madame de Lamoignon has been brougiit to bed of a 
json at Baville; in his way to Paris, the coachman over- 
turned the carriage, and killed the poor child : what 
say you to having or not having a good coachman r 
You are right to be pleased with the diversion the gout 
affords to M. de Grignan's intestines : God preserve the 
interior of this place, and prevent the outworks from 
feeing so dreadfully insulted ; for whatever comes under 


^ BfOthir-in-Ia'v of M r<’ct!o?;on. 
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I .nomination of pain is hard to bear; the chevalier 
contradict rue. Let me know constantly how 
the waters of EfalartSc agree with him, and at wha; time 
your states of Languedoc are to meet; ours will be 
convened on the 20th of this month at Rennes. Adieu, 
my dearest child ; oh, how glad I should be to walk 
with your all upon that beautiful terrace I 


LETTER DCCCCXXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

*^016 Rocks, Sunday, Octobfr 9, 1689. 
\o letter, my dear child ; I am quite unhappy when I 
lose this pleasure; to-morrow I shall have two at once: 
I must accustom myself to these disappointments, for 
complaint is useless. 1 am here alone ; my son is gone 
to Rennes to visit marshal d’Estrees, and my daughter- 
in-law fo sec her mother. I shall have a lady from 
Vitre with me to-morrevv, whom 1 like tolerably well, 
so that 1 shall not be quite alone. M. de Poramereuil 
iias given marshal d'Estrees the duke de Chaulnes’s 
letter. Madame de Chaulnes has conferred i\i ice, with 
all lier eloquence, with M. de Croissi ; the abbe Tfitu 
has a high opinion of the duchess’s weight with the mi- 
nister : if, after this, we lose the deputation, I shall say 
it is because M, de Chaulnes is at Rome ; because M. 
de Lavardin did not hold the states ; because M. do 
Citalcau-Renaud, and M. de Coetlogon, who are in the 
ycrvice, are preferred ; in short, because it was not 
the will of God, for we have, on our part, exceeds 
ed the utmost of our little abilities; and I shall not 
take the pains to hate persons, who, I am persuaded, 
a?o as much vexed at it as myself. Here ends tht 
t hapten 
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you to M. de. Seig^laj, a 
age of six ai\d thirty * i Madame de j 
me wonders of inadame de Mouci^and "her brother f, 
who has forbidden his secretary, in a way to enforce 
obedience, to take any thing whatever, either directly 
or indirectly; and the belter to dispose him to this, he 
has given him 2000 crowns to begin with, and has dou- 
bled his salary from eight to sixteen thousand livres:^ 
tile wages of the other servants are raised in propor- 
tion, to secure them from every kind of lempt/*dion- 
You will agree that this is a great and noble asteralioii, 
and very flattering to a soul like this magistrate’s. Ma- 
dame de Mouci, his worthy sister, finding his tal^e and 
txpenses increased, gave him the other day 12,000 livres 
worth of new plate, and will not even allow her brother 
to thank her for it, saying it was i]uite useless to her, 
a mere trifle. To speak candidly, I envy such 
^aetions as these ; it affects me to the heart, to find souls 
of this stamp ; this is making a proper use of riches, 
and placing virtue in the foremost rank : 1 thought you 
would be pleased with this anecdote of a family you 
love. I also wrote to raadamede Mouci, that the king, 
the parliament, France, and all the pleaders, ought to 
be congratulated on the apjmintment of such a man to 
such a place. I am sure my letter did not displease* 
tier; but it is evident that she docs not intend to an- 
swer it, and that she will not indulge herself in raillery ; 
God bless, and guide her, for she will be in paradise 
even in this world; she is no longer with us, and is 
very happy. 

* Madame Cornutl revurr.in,'; from Versailles at this time, was asktd 
what she had seen there. “ borne very curioas tilings,’* she replied , 
»< love in tlie grave, and ministers lu the eratllc.” 

■\ Aehillcfci de Horlui wjls juoi appointed first jiresldcLt of ih' ' 
mcnt i f Fajifc; wlierc he was before uttofney-gentr J, 
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been inforrtted thrftV tbe marquis tl’iliikelles 
very weM received at courts that the dourt is 
at Fontainhleau, and that the duke of Burgundy and 
^ ' his governor* have both an intermitting fever: all this 
you know, my dear countess. Had I received your 
letter I would have answe»*ed it, and would not thus 
ridiculously waste my time in beating the bushes. 
y;lf I had received a vi.Mt from madanae de Montbrtm, I 
%^i]d liave written volumes; but every thing hertf is 
S(»^»;^iform, tliat materials fail. I believe that the 
states \^li not be convened till the 25th at Rennes. ' 
do not know ihc precise time that the parliament v^ifl 
rbtnrn thither. A presidient and four counsellors have 
been created : it is, perhaps, expected that these poslls 
will be filled. M. de Bailleul has resigned his post in 
favour of his son; M. de Memes officiates for himself: 
here I am a gazertcer again. Let us talk of Grigna#; 
how is, the poor count? where are the enemies, withhl 
or without^ he iniut allow us to wish him pains in bis 
arms, tliat his intestines may escape; but we wish the 
whole place w'ere in good condition. Does the chevalier 
return to Balarucr it would be laying in a good winter 
stock of health. Where is M. de Carcassonne ? is M, 
de la Gardens head still on the ground, and his heels ih 
#t]?e air? w'as Paulina Imrn with a caul, or is this a rai*e 
instance? and you, my child, are you handsome, dirli^ 
other words, are you well? I constantly think of Gll- 
gnan, of vou all, ot your terraces, your fine and glo- 
rious prospect ; J leave my woods to walk wdth yoU ; 
but ill this multitude of ideas, some occur that make me 
almost shiver with terror, w^hen 1 reflect on the negocia- 
tion that is at this very instant carrying on to dispossess 
^ou of Avignon. Ah! tc// it not in Gath, Embrace me. 


* M. Uc bt'ciiviUicrt. 
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love me, believe me entirely yours, and reflect tr'^t ri^ 
is now a year, a whole year, since I liave seen or / 
you. ^ ^ 

LETTER -DCCCCXXXV. 

FROM MADAME DE LA PAYETTE TO MADAME DE SEVICNE, 

Paris, October 8 , 1689, 

Mt Style will be laconic ; I have no head ; I have ly»<J 
m fever; I have commissioned M. du Bois to tell ^'ou 

to. 

The business of the deputation has completely failed; 
winders were performed on all sides; I doubt whether 
M. de Cbaulnes liimself, in person, could have obtained 
it. The king expressed no dislike to M. de Sevigne, 
but he had long promised it, as he said, to those who 
were candidates for the office. We must lay aside our 
hopes till the next assembly of the states : w'e know not 
who is the person in (juostion, but this, my dear ti ipnd, 
we know is in question, that you must, on no considera- 
tion whatever, spend the winter in Britany. You aie 
old ; the Rocks are surrounded with woods ; colds and 
coughs will destroy you ; you will grow dull, your mind 
will lose its energy, and will decay : all this is certain, 
and worldly affairs are nothing in comparison of what. 

I tell you. Talk to me not of money, nor of debts ; 

1 put my hand upon your lips on this subject. M. de 
S4vign4 will send you to Malicorne in his carriage, 
where M. de Chaulnes's carriage will meet you ; you 
then reach Paris ; you will alight at M. de Chau!nes\ 
for your own house will not be prepared to receive 
you; you will have no horses; this w^ill be merely 
a temporary residence, you will return home at your 
leisure. But to come to the -point. You now pay M. v 
de Sevigmi for your board, and are keeping house here : ^ 
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hese together, and yoa yviU find that you are living 
ji greater expense than you suppose, for your house 
It still goes'on. "You will say, ** But I am in debt, and 
hall be free by this means/* Take this into consider- 
ai, that you will here find a thousand crowns, with 
which you may pay otF your iieaviest debts ; this sum 
lent you without interest, and you may repay it by 
ni>talnients as suits your conA cnicnce : ask me not whence 
K;;* comes, nor from whom, you will never know; Imtit 
is persons who are )iot afraid of losing their money* 
No nr^ifments upon the subject; words and letters will 
be unavailing: 1 will not even read what you write: in 
short,- my dear, you must either come, or renounce my 
tnendship, madaine <le Cliauines’s, and madame de 
vardin’s, for ever: we will not have a fiiend who is de* 
tennined to grow old and kdl herself l>y her own fauiti 
your conduct is foolish and weak; you must c am^ a* 
soon as the weather is fine. 


“¥ 
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Kl'.OM MAflAME DE SEV1C.NE TO THE COUNTESS DE CRICNAN. 


The Rocks, Wednesday, October 12, 1689. 


^ llEun they are both ; but, good heavens ! how miserable 
the first w^ouid have made me if I had received it wUh^ 
out the second, which informs me that the chevalier’s 
fever lia^^ abated, and afforded him a day’lf rest! This 
lakes away the horror of a contin^ially increasing fever^ 
accompanied with suffocation, delirium, and drowsiness^ 
w hich all together form a dreadful disorder. 7^he bloody 
the constitution, the gout, must all combine in this* 
What a pity it is that such high blood, capable of per* 
^ ling the most brilliant actions, should sometime* 
‘orni such ill offices, ami render the others useless! 


;r 
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la sboft^ this is ft v^iy ineknthoiy aflfair For all, aii\i*fi>p 
yoain particular, whose %tndnofts o f heart leads yod 
be the nurse of all you love. Now I am more than ever 
at Orignan, though; I was fre<|»ent]y tliere beforo, from 
the double intercht I take in what passes since this ill- 
ness. Distance exposes us write many absurdities ; 
at least, they become so by arriving out of season: you 
are xnelancholy, busy, or uneasy; a letter from Bri- 
taay appears, full of^ gaiety trifles: I am ashanr .j 
of it, but I have told you a hundred times, these arcahe 

effects of distance. 

informed you that I am rfo longer displeased 
M. and inadame de Cliaulnes. It is certain, and 
h|||||iends have told me, that he could not, with any 
degree of propriety, have mentioned the affairs of Bri- 
tany. He recommended my son to M. de Lavardin, 
thy^ing he would have the same desire to serve him 
d^phe had ; and this was true. He has since written 
^ffiftarshal (fEstrees, and his letter uould have Had a 
proper effect, if the king had not publicly declared to all 
the candidates for the depuiailoii, that it had long been 
promised ; madame de ia rayclie tells me this, without 
saying to whom, but it will shortly be known; she adds 
that M. tie Croissi mentioned my son to the king, who 
seemed to have no dislike to iiim ; but that the same 
day his majesty declared himself; and tins the marshal 
expected, who cares very little that the governor of Bri- 
tany loses, ithis noble pri\ilege, provided he pays his 
court. Madame de fa Fay cite has freed him from all 
his engagements, and thus the business has ended. My 
son Is at Rennes; the marshal, with whom he is well 
acquainted, having seen him a hundred times at the 
marehionebs d'HuxelWs, boldly contending with Rou- 
ville, is much pleased with his visit : he plays every 
night with him at backgammon ; he waits fer the or- 
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de la TromoniHe to poy iin respects 
tur of h^ c with his wtle : this is the best' 
pisn ne can pursue. I am siill alone* but find no incolS* 
^ venience from it: the lady from Vilr^ will be with me 
to-morrow, she has been detained by business. 1 must 
tell you what madame de ia,Fayelte writes, in the style 
a decision of the higher powers, first from heieelfi 
then from madame de Chaulnes and madame de Lanur« 
dm. threatening to love me no longer if I refuse 
turn\mmediately to Paris; saying that I shall be ill' 
here, I- shall die^ that my mind will decay, that, in 
short, I must make no opposition but come, and that 
she will not even read my frivolous reatjons to the con- 
trary. There is a vivacity and friendship in this, my 
dear, that pleases me. These are the plans she proposes 
to me : I am to co Malicorne In my ‘son's carriage^- 
madame ' ilnes is to dispatch the duke's there *6 

meet rr .... .j take up rny abode with her at 
1 am . y no hoi-es till the spring; and the best of ail " 
is, I am to find a thousand crowns in niy coffer, from a 
person who has no occasion for the money, who will 
lend it without interest, and will not hurry me to repay 
it ; and that 1 must set out immediately. This is a lon|; 
letter for a person just recovered from a fever; l ail^ 
spered it in the same way with gratitude, but treating 
it as a jest, assuring her that the company of my sonatid^ 
his wife, books, and tlie hope of returning to Parift ill 
the summer, without lodging out of my own' house, or 
being in want of an equipage, as I shall then have one, 
will not be irksome to me ; and I shall not tlien owe 
a thousand crowns to a generous friend, w hose noble 
and magnanimous conduct would distress me more than 


all the bailiffs in Christendom. 1 added, that 1 gave her 
word I would not be ill, would not grow old, nor' 
/ foolislu and, that she would still love me notw'itlistand* 
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^tog her threat ; this hi the way in which I answe^ecl mj 
g<K>d friends* I will, some show-yoi, : 

Mme de la Fayette's letter. Good heavens, what c 
proposal ! to be out of my own house, to be dependent: 
to have no carriage, and to be a thousand crowns in 
debt ! Indeed, iny dear child, I would infinitely rathei 
be here: the horrors of a winter in the country, are 
worse in prr>»pect than reality. Tell me whether u 
approve my conduct ; were you at Paris, ah! that n^ ghi 
indeed shake my resolution ; but this is not the 5^ >e. I 
bave taken my time, and concerted riy inej?rM.*.s accord- 
ing]y« and were you now to fly there like a bird, 1 know 
not whether my reason would not entreat yours, with 
the permission of our friendshi[>, to let me complete err* 
tain little payments this winter, wliich will constitute the 
repose of rny life. 1 could not refrain ironi r* lalmg tliis 
trifie to you, hoping it will not come un^eason.iblr, 
aild that the chevalier will enjoy as goo 1 a stale of 
health as 1 \vi>h him. 

You astonish me in what j^ou say of M. de Chaulnes. 
I assure you that during our journey it v^as jmf)OSBible 
to be more agreeable than he made himself; I know 
not whether your Genius inspired him with vivacity, but 
you would certainly have found him as I described him. 
I no longer trace a resemblance to him in the por- 
trait you have diaw'ii. My son imagined, that the 
aheering woman he mentioned, had desired him not to 
speak in his behalf, but l.e now finds he was mistaken. 

Your dream has surprised me ; you think it a false 
one^ because you did not perceive a single tree before 
the door ; but you wdll laugh to hear that it is true : your 
brother cut down all the trees two years ago ; he piques 
bimself upon having a fine prospect, according to your 
dream, and carries his passion to such a height, thariie 
is going to build a low wall round the lawn, and to turn 
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jmis-court into a bo wling^greBO ; so that there will 
Bu-ihothing hct?rtnm the road but a ha-ha. It is tnie^ 
that when this is finished it will be a great improvement, 
and add much to the beauty of the lawn ; it is planned 
after a design of M. de Notre% and the place Coulanges 
is planted with orange-trees/ The future, as well as the 
oast, should have displayed itself to you in this dream. 
A^preserve your letters and your dream for my son and 
his\ife, who will be charmed with your remembrancea* 

I ^^,Jar from beingjipon ill terms with M. and 
dame de Polrtchaftraiji * ; I saw them at Paris sinc6 
your departure; I have written to them both. Thoft 
[gentleman has already answered mine and my sotft 
etter very agreeably; there* is nothing particular in 
iiy manners towarch them, for it is no crime to be out 
;overnor^s friend. I return my dear count^s friendtjr 
'cgrirds doi^efold, I honour and salute the sage 
[IaKlc,^^ive a kiss to Paulina, and my heart to my 
Ic-ar child. God restore the chevalier, and may this 
eUcr find yon all in health and happiness. Tell tne 
vhich is the chevalier's apartment, that I may be there 
vith you. The abb6 Bigorr6 informs me that M. de 
'^iel fell down the other day in the king's chamber, by 
vhich he received a contusion ; Felix bled him, and cat 
he artery, and it was necessary to perform the grand 
poration upon him immediately : what say you to this, 
d.de Grignan? I know not which I pity the most; him 


* Louis ITiilipcaux, count <k* Ponlchartrain, succeeded in September 
t)89 to M. Pelletier, as comptroller-general of the finances, upmi hi* 
rcdeccssor desiring leave to retire. M.cle Poiuch.irtraln had been first 
resident of the parliament of Britany, and had for time officiated 
5 iiitendantof that province, ll was at this time that he had 'OnicmU- 
nfJ^rrstandiiig with the duke dc Chaulnes. He was afters aids minister 
id sc^crctary of *6te in the znartne department, and then chaiKcllor of 
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artery, 


Bofiefed, or the king’s first surgeon^ 


LETTEil DCCCCXXXVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Ilo<l<s, SunfU}^, October 3 6, 3 689-)^ 
fiow happy I am, my dear child, that the bark has^prcr 
duced its usual effect! I trembled, I own, when M>pen- 
ed your letter, for every thing is to 'be fev’riSO Trr'm such 
a constitution as the chevalier^s. How fortunate that so 
healing a medicine should a^rce wi.h the heat of iiis 
blood! You have great reason to believe that 1 waa un- 
commonly interested in the event of this disorder. But 
as you are the centre of al' proceed. ngs, and the source 
of all health, I congratulate you on \"our\succcss. But 
ytitn still more astonished that the gout s».“’dd have 
efured M. de Grignan's colic, ami that llie fine wealiicr 
has driven away tile gout, iliiiii thai liie baik should 
havie cured a fever. You may then, take to yourself the 
ci^it of the rice diet, which is so softening, and which 
may have wrought all these miracles. .1 take care noi 
to be absent from Grignan, now you have the pleasure 
of seeing all your Grigiians in such good liedltii j 1 am 
too deeply interested. I cannot now go to Pails, lest I 
should be absent from thence : madame de Lavardin’s 
nianner^<if pressing me, and of facilitating iny journey, 
and madame de Chaulnes’s style, are very amusing. Slie 
seemA to consider herself governess of Britany, but I 
shall show her that madame d^Estrees is tl^e present, 
governess'*, and that 1 am no longer undei^' her laws. 
Indeed, they are excellent friends; 1 do not Uiiii*; it 

* Marshal d’Ks'rdcs commanded in Britanv in the u^vseiue oi 
Chtiilues. 
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one more forcible argamen»% or to devise 
.. ^ exp^Vffehts ; and dU this because they feat; my 

- ^iiuAiioiTTTMulb that I shall be ilb that my 
mind will lose its activity, and, in short, that I shall 
die ; so they ^;ant to see me, Iceep me, anti govern me. 
M. du Bois is also an accomplice : this is a pleasing 
conspiracy; I like it, and am obliged to them for it, 
^ithout being at all mo^fci. I will keep their letters for 
; you will see whether friendship and truth do not 
shin\in them. 

I hecitvLbat M. de CIoii4^on is to have the deputation : 

I never" 3oubieci it ; neither do 1 think that M. de 
Chaulnes doubted it. He is not without discernment: 
he foresaw the return of the parliament, the present of 
the city of Rennes, and the share JVI. de Coetlogon seemed 
to have in all this, as governor of the city where the 
states are held« Every thing is in his favour; he is at 
an enormojj; 0 ^*^xpense ; it is fortunate that the jotumey 
to Hom/^onfuses this affair; 1 question whether this 
good duke could with all his might and main have* 
obtained Jt ; so God orders every thing for the best# 
But when I accused M. de Chaulnes of negligence, 1 was 
not for depriving him of the means of justification# 
What, my child! shall I find you, a strict Cartesian,* 
reasonable and just as your ideas are, condemning him. 
as guilty w hen he is not so, because he has been deh«^ 
cient in activity upon another occasion ? could this pre^ 
vent you from seeing other objects in their tipaejigbt?’ 
This is a strange sort of justice ; you would have been^ 
sorry if the fourth court of inquests had judged your 
cause thus : I, with all my weakness, felt, in this re^ 
spect, as if we had obtained the deputation. 1 express** 
ed nu^self, however, as being hurt when I wrote upciji^ 
the*iubicct; thought he would have found a pass* 



^ort with you, aj[^ that you would have recollected 
^hat I often repeat, What is good, in go(jd^^ a^id 
what is true, is true/* This shoukl’^'TilA'ays be viewed 
in the same light; if there be many [mints of reflection 
in other respects, they should not be confounded here, 
any more than certain waters with other certain rivers. 
1 thought too you would recollect that ingratitude was 
the object of my greatest aveiCon ; indeed, I detest i^ 
aod 1 chase it wherever I find it: but I see you bar^e 
forgotten all this, since you supposed there was ssme- 
thing forced in what 1 said to it, J;>’^c'*spa^o 

^e, at least, the thought of having 'uVo-KeS to'display 
such ridiculous provincial generosity ; 1 should be sorry 
if you thought me so changed. This pretty sentiment 
flowed so naturally from my pen, that I resume the 
subject again very frankly, and conjure you to be ton- 
■vinced, with the same justice, that if tardiness and ne- 
gligence appeared on the late occasion, t^'Justification 
i« not less ^ue, nor ungrateful people less ung ateful ; 
in truth, these things should not be confounded ; and 
you now find that the good governors were not to 
blame. 

I am not recovered from my surprise, respecting the 
alteration you told me you had found in M. dc Chaulnes^s 
understanding. Indeed 1 do not know him again; he 
wai quite a difierent man duiing our little journey ; n 
was your Genius that animated him: your presence, 
added to the business of Rome, was too much; they 
overcame him. There is a Venetian cardinal of the 
name of Barbarigo, bishop of Padua, who had more 
ViUes than were necessary for his being elected pope; 
but the acceshU'^ spoiled all. I know not what this means ; 

* The arrival of the duke de Ckaulnes at Rome >viih a large t rm of 
money. 
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can learn is, that it prevents the -election of a pope; 

wi|l be one too soon t this melancholy re* 
Uectioii is ottc n the companion of ray walks. 

I am p!»-a«ietl with Coulanges's praise of Paulina; it 
is well applied, and niake'^ me understand what sort of 
charms she po^ises^es, curbed, liowever by persons who 
i^ve not give!) her the best nose* in the world. If tho 
» tint had given hei his hue eyes and fine person, and 
li he rest to you, Paulina would have set the wor!4 
oj • die wouh ’ be' ' rresislihle : this pretty 
m :*r, and must certainly 

fu nn a ly ^ per^. Her spriglitliness re« 

sfinhle ^ youi s ; your wii always bore away the palm, as 
you vay of hers; I like this panegyric. She will soon 
leaiii Itali. u, wd h the assistance of a better mistress than 
you hud. You deserve as excellent a daughter as mine 
has been. 1 ^^Id you, that you might do w'hat you 
wi'^hed w'^’r' youis, fjom her disposition to please 
you ; sh^ appears to me worihv'^ of your love. 1 ant 
<^|uitc alone; iny sun and his wife are still at Rennes ; 
my vis-tor from Vitre is returned ; I am very well, so do 
not pity me. IVIy Non waits the anival of M. de la Trc- 
iiiouirie, who is hourly expected. He is wdth marshal 
d^Estrecs a.s with one of his acquaintance, and plays 
e^ery evening witli him at backgammon. Every coun- 
tenance at Rennes is lighted w itli joy, upon the relura 
of the pailiainent, which will take place on the first 
of December ; the states will meet on the C2d of this 
nmntb; tlie mar.shal is very polite and agreeable; the 
Bretons are not displeased at the change; this, my 
dear child, is all the news I can tell you. Be not un- 
easy about my solitude, I do not dislike it ; my daugh- 

nosp resembled her £;randmother’s. 
s was aa^pri'ssion applied b> M. de Treville to madame de Gti- 
-ieir, wj/Kii she appeared at covut in the z«uUh ol‘ her beauty. 
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will sotm return. I take care of my health, 
I should not like to be il\ here; whenjt is 
when it is wet or foggy, I do not stir ; I have learned 
wisdom. But you who arc the queen and the efficient 
cause of health in others, be careful of your own, and 
consider that your preservation is a still greater blessing 
than that you have already bestowed on them. 

Madame de Mouci has made another present to hCr 
brother of a beautiful piece of Bellievres tapestry; the 
aobject is, the beheading of St. John : it is worth 2000 
pistoles. How-fh^Ppy she za, to be able io »'^ake ^uch 
pretty presents! I think M. deGrignan issues very good 
orders against tlie half’^converted. I find, you are to have 
M. de Vins in your neighbourhood; bis grandfather* 
made a great figure there formerly. It is said here that 
the king of England has defeated i\I. de Schomberg : I 
riiall not give credit to this, till the n<^vs reaches St. 
Germain. 


LETTER DCCCCXXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, October 19, 1689. 
You may be angpy with M. de Chaulnes if you please ; 
for my part, I cannot; you have justified him to me, 
your words have produced their efiect upon my mind. I 
shali not change my opinion, more particularly as the 
constant remembrance of him, of Grignan, Toulon, and 
Rome, from whence he wrote to me on the fourth, act 
upon my heart, as if be had really done me a kindness : 
I can discover nothing but pleasing attentions ; and the 
most 1 said at first was, that 1 never knew a porsaT re* 

• Hubert de Vins made himself respected by th^League pt-ty !■ 
Proveoce and in Dauphiny. 



had, forg^en. ,^ut 
, and 1 do nut cumpdv^enitbow you 

who are courtiers, particularly llu goveraoc 
o. i.vMviice, Ciui think it strange, that knowing, as he 
did before we could hear it, that for various reasons this 
deputation w'ould fail to M. de C'^eJogoids lot, heslwuld 
coiitent himself with simply menrioning his intention to 
T/I. de Lavardin on his departure, and with writing to 
marshal d’Estrecs. It may easily be conceived that he 
was not willim' ' lay himself open, nor to take oiience 
avhjiviiv^ i* ‘ ; power t^ame a deputy^ 

when I. je able to conceal the go* 

vernor oi jojit.my be. llic ambassador of Rome, aili|r 
to puzzle all inejuiry by (us absence. Ii is a fortunawr 
circnrnstanr diat it falls to M. <3e Coetlogon’s lot, as he 
had no .‘•d die appointment ; if ho could not have 

succec'' j ning it, he would have had a bitter 

' ’Se ..nd I say too, that if lie had not been 

I, 1 think, in good policy as a courtier, the 
' cing engaged to M. de Cavoie, tnat he ought to 
Jia 0 seemed reconciled to it, rather than appear in his 
government with a deputy tliat w'as disagreeable to him. 

I make M. do Grignan thejudgeofuhat Isay, and i con- 
sider the hasty conclusion you draw in your letter as the 
r. fleet of your friendship, and not the result of your reflec* 
tion: in God's name tell me win thcr I have made a con- 
vert of you ; for my pai t, 1 cannot alter my belief. For* 
iiierly the situation of a governor was the most a^eeablc 
in the w’orld ‘ he chose whom he pleased, and the king ap- 
proved him without^ any dilTiculty ; lliis charming pre- 
iT^ative has, by dq^Tees, vunishtd. M. de Chafost 
made the first encroachment upon it, he made Monsieur 
j/ ! by means of this trick, he, or rather liis son, 

, puty ^ ill two years after ^ the enemies a fter- 

. ; ‘ M 
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p(>v\LTful, and weighed very licavilv oj^on 
Britain’ and tin* governor. Gacc conij-lttcd the . dn 
of tlio whole through IM. de (\iv<*ie, and it was luccs- 
savy to have lecouise lo a hasty ill-efrn“ntt‘d peace to 
avoid tills mortification; at length the deputation is tliis 
year compronn .cd, and gnrn to a man who teaily is 
entitled to it, who h:n nev^r had il ; and M. de Cliauincs 
was not fcTced to consent. AU tins is accord mg to rult ; 
flhonld vve not be just, r4nd place oui' chc; m the situation 
©f others? ihis^ never done. ’ly son clever, he is 
well (]ualified *tlie oih'. - I'.e l; 's opitic^i t^ruser- 
vice, and it has been made \.p to him by the arriere- 
IM. (]e Chaoln.'s, l.fn evcr, bad ho[)fd to give a 
favourable turn ‘o all llie.'e linngs, by means of cirnuii- 
stanccs winch have bro' ght Ih’ilany ii.io favour this 
year. God commaiuls a h;i>ty jonrney to rome ; iiodnng 
U to be mentioned to the king but Home, liome: whiit 
can be done? This is an ai rangement (n' Pio. ’ Irnee; it 
is a cruel jouiney to n=, eomdly fatal to my son 'oni to 
my daughter. This letter, rny clear child, is somewhat 
long and tedious, I am aware of it; but it is dangerous 
to put me in a train to talk : one word more, however; 
did not the dul.c write to you from Rome ? Madame de 
Chauhies Is dcligluc d to liear that he is not only well, 
but that he was saluted by the discliarje of cannon as 
ambassador, wuthout giving np the firnchises, which 
enraged the Spanish amba.ssador ; he had desired all the 
caidmals to prevent it. Tlie eourl is pleased at this aus- 
picious beginning, and considers it as a good omen. A 
w'ord to the diu'he>s upon tins subject would be very be- 
coming. I ( iiLluse you the ablie Bigorre’s billet; but is 
this col reeling myself? Well, it shall positively be the 
last time. 

1 am still alone here, but 1 am not rn^}] ; my daugh- 

♦ 
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r-iij-iHW Will iv'lurn in four or five My son is 

live J^iarsliars favourite: Revel, who is going, will keep 
hmi till the opening of the states; he also expects M. 
i]e la Tremouille. 

rnTTEii DCC CCXXXIX. 

* TO THE s A" in. 

Thft Koclws, October 23, 1619. 

J '\M still alone, niy dear child, without being dull; my 
h'ca>*\b good : I have books;^ work, and fine 

weather; these, with a litiie leasoii, a great v\’ay* 
I see, iiotwiihstandnig all that i:iy son ' lul i i, wife tell 
me of their gieat desire to see, me, tin t ti jv are de- 
lighted to be at Rennes ; and I, bom tlx.-, inoment, am 
really glad ti ey are there. I forbid their returning, I 
even think t* ey are right : there is very good Society 
at Renne', and evers thing there is bfllliant w’ilh joy; 
the Rretons appear iii?ensible to the millions that are 
going to be demanded of tlic province; they think onlv 
of tiic return of the pailiament to tlieir poor city, and 
to the finest pahtce in bVance; this is wlicre the slates 
are held ; nothing can be more inagnirioent. Curiosity 
also drew many people Uiliher to slv the new faces of 
m^r-hal d'Estrees, de PommoH uil, M. d’Eaubonne, 
M. de Lezonnet, instead of nK>^,eurs de Chaulnes, de 
rieubet, de Harlay, oi d'll men are fond of va- 

riety. M. de la Tremouille p:is5A'd tlnough Vitre three 
days ago; he was received with g-real I'eise on account 
of his knighthood; this is one of Jie occasions where 
Intnours and even duties are uiciv-a/ed i'ccorvlmg to the 
gierogative of certain estates, lie makes a irc^ficrAious 
appe^v/ance, with his fin- figure, and hi,, nice nbbnn ; 
no one but M hie Crignan can be CAiniparcvl to him, I 
wr lid even s Jy in Ocai:fj/, were 1 n<^i afiaid of ofiending 



LETTERS OF 


the count, for it is certain that M. ile la 
surpasses him in that point. He sent his complin*., 
and that he would have waited u[)on me if ins retiiu 
had not been so fatigued ; and 1 retunud them, without 
having any. '1 hc^abbe de Roquetie is Wiih him : he 
wrote me a very witty letter, full of praise and aflection, 
just as his uncle would have done. The states met yes- 
terday : I have some dt>ubt of the beauty of the speeches. 
The nobility arc pleased at having M. de la Trcmcjuiile 
for their president; they do not bke M. de Rohan, 
though a man of fmiily : whc.n tlu y see him witl^cuL 
the order of the Holy GluJst, it will b.; a gieat munilia- 
tion ; for inJecd he ought not to be without it, it is a 
slur upon a duke ami a [)eer. 

So much for Bntany. You will, perlmrx;, tired of 
it; but these :u*i‘ the natural fruits of o arden ; w^e 
will talk of P'-ovence by and bv. Let i something 
of the pope, for t hero i^ tme ; if I ha 
would have gone to kiss itis mule in t > ♦’.( 

abbe Bigorre ; he is there painted to per eje 
cardinal Oitoboni, a Venetian"^, the intimate tnenu * 
M. and mudame de Chaubics, and also of madame ih- 
< Jarman t-' whose merit and beauty he adored, when sh 
W^as eighteen. Tliis is the man we have to deal with 
there is the duke tracing out the greatest interests, dt 
priving you of your dear Avignon : I wish he may ur 
play on this occasion all the good sense I have know 
him to possess ; I do not think he has left any of it b 
hind him. Madame de Lavardin informs me that t] 
Ottoboni is the most worthy Rnd the most learned m 
in all tlie sacred college ; but he is seventy-nine ye 
old : has not the mind passed the bar at this age ? at 

1 

*■ Ek'ttocl ]Mpc October G, urakr the name oF Alexander VHI. 

•p Madame dc Caiman ivas at Rom<‘ with a it. and madaine » 
Chaulnes in 1670. She v.as tlxen madame de Muriu 'is. 
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^oor, dear abbe said, yes ; but the late M. d’Arles said, 
fA So that we niuf.t believe that, being chosen, he 
will flischarge this high oflice with abiliiy. For my 
part, 1 should be of the opinion of Patrix ; that it was 
not worLli wlule to put on the papal robes at so great 
an age, any more than to put on bis clothes again on his 
recovery from a fit of illness, at his time of life. Ma- 
dame (U (bn.ilnt s very much fears that her husband 
will l)(‘ left at Ibjme, to l)e ready for the approaching 
eoncUn e. Let us j.ay a fe'v words respecting this duch- 
ess ; i'will t(.il \ou a secret ^{Tiat will make you love 
her. But you mu^t fir.st believe, tliat if thc}’’ could, 
they would have been dtdighled to have given the de- 
putation to my son ; it may ’easily be supposed, that 
they wonbi much rather he should have had it than M, 
dc C-oelloiro'". Is!or can we imagine that they interested 
tliemselvcs I* (Vvdiairof the latter, as you all say, sinc^ . 
M. de ('iiaulnes mentioned my son to M. de Lavardio, 
.vviHoiunded him to the marshal by letter; and 
dame de (dra ilues, supported by the lively abbe T^tu, 
mentioned biai twice to M. de Croissi ; this appears 
\ery clearly, but observe the sc(|uel. This good duch- 
really grie ved that IM. de Cliauli^es^'^ pre-ence be- 
> fore Ills departuK! h'd not cp^Tatecl in favour of the 
dl»pufation, as rhc}^ both bad hoped, formed the idea, 
^^with madame de la luiyelte and ma lame de Lavardin, 
to m <ke mo enme to Paiis, imagining that the failure 
of this business keeps me in Bnlanv, and that her ab- 
sence from Kennes tlirows me upon the Rocks; for she 
supposes, if the duUe had held the stales, I should not 

^ *■ Mudatne de S<;vign^ quotes the examjde of the abhd de Coulanges ^ 
* her uiiclc, \\ho <lit*d Aiv^ast 23, 10 h 7, ag^ed elt^luy ; and that of IVR 
d’ Arles, IM de Gr’giiaifs uncle, who ilicil IMaich 0, l6SO, a^ed eighty- 
'«) hirer th.-i tile niluds o( tliO'.e who attain tludr eijhtieth ’ 

' y uiore seji'.iol) in voinr ihat? :ti odurp. 
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have quitted her. All these ideas agitated her, air 
gave such strength to the conspiracy i f my friends/c'a 
greatly haiwed me; and, in slioit, it was madarne dc 
Chaulnes who was to lend tlie thousand crovuv;, hut 
with so good a heart, and s<> good a grace, aj^.d with 
such an earnest desire that ila* oiilr .'-liouhl he i’?ce{)tcd, 
that madame do la Fayette, th oivmgliiy convljiced oi 
the sincerity and frit ndship of tiji'. good duciif^^' . tor. ards 
jne, earnestly entreats me to pLigue myself no mort 
about the deputation. Madame dr (.’haidnes tontinues 
to write to me that whai. is deferred is not lo^r, ^(hat 
my son is young; that many peoj)!e wait trn or fifteen 
3 "ears for this place ; and that it is her bu&im w iihout 
raying a wsyilahle about the thousand crow 
however, nu ntlon the subject to her, as )' 

Fayette has intrusted me with the set 
Wished to put them into the hands 
might think they had fallen frc'* 
this neither tempted nor bewildeie 1 n: s tor .n. 
duct would lead me to discharge my drhts, more l. 
all the bailifis in the world, I have made a just ob- 
servation on the misfortune of having debts; iho?< 
which press us arc pressing, those which do not pres 
us are more pressing still. I'iiis is n long discourse, 
but I was willing to show \'on the bottom of hvr bagi 
and of my own; and how ilidicu't it is, not to have 
good opinion of the lieait of a person wiio is siiuerr 
and wdio is constantly thinking (d' me with Mich fiundl^ 
sentiments. My friends at Paris are satistied with Ui 
duchesses conduct; you see how the world goes, ani 
how often we pass sentence without hearing both par^ 
ties. I hope you will not be tired of reading these de- 
tails, for I own it would be difficult to correct myself 
as 1 take great ensure in relating'lhem to you. But 
I conclude, my dear child, embracing y<;u with an 
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^/ecnon that is singular in its kind. I do not yet talk of 
p'' oclf'crnos; I conjecture that I shall be iiee towards 
uie end of the siuio/ieo it is a long time till then: we 
o’ill concert our nn asures logi. tlicr, having the same in- 
■"t once more. 


LE'rri;ii iKTCrxL. 

•r.v I'Hc suViC. ‘ 

111*' Rinks, \Vciliie5>i].i\ , Oftoher C6, 16S9-. 

I cOiNiJUDE, iny dear clnld,'*4{^ut, at tins very moment, 
you are no longer in posses&toa of Avignon. The first 
t ling t[;e king has done willi regard to this new pope, 
\'..o p.-iiVotiy agnoable to iuui, and surpasses oiu 
n; n> g-ve up to him tUib chaimuig spot, which 
was so advap«agcous to : this reflection overwhelms 
me vvl*li gri< .. I have a little account to give you froui 
me abhe Bigone that you will not be displeased to 
' l\i. de Chaulncs is fortunate indeed ; no one can 
dispute his claim of being the best pope-maker in the 
world. 'Ihe present pope is a better man than we 
could hope for; he is a Venetian; it was he vho an- 
swered on the fourth of October to the ambassador^® 
r(unp!iment^ ; and on ttie sixth, by way of thanking 
^him, iM. do Chaulnes made hmi a pope ; for this exalt- 
f ation was a sodden peiformance quite in the French 
ftyle, agaiiw't the ailvice of the Spaniards and Germans, 
fie is one ot tiie most learned men of tlie sacred col- 
lege, and has no other fault than being eighty years 
on age. This news has ejuite enraptured niadame dc 
Clhiulnes; the holy father has inquired after her and 

* i he VeiK't.an county unil Avignon, v/lilih we»r in thr |’('sscs^ion cf 
F*ram:e, and tioin wln*h ' i.de Grignan lUrnfd i oiwuK’ruh'c ad , aiitagtst 
during the time of thg qmnel with thg court of lloinc. 
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madame de Carman, saying hu should die con v 
if he could sec tliem once more. All France i 
to compliment lh<‘ duchess ; I suppose you have writteu 
a congratulatory hue to her, as well as to the duk' 
though be deprives ycvu of Avignon. This is the luck 
Dst event in the world for liini : you know all this^; Ujt 
it is impossible not l(> chat. 

'M. d^Arles is now wuli you; be wrote to me frr.-- 
forts, and I shall answer liim at (iriguan, and as ho 
speaks to me i)f his abdication 1 shall not hesitate to 
tell him my thoughts op jlhe subject, though it be a 
settled thing, and hesayslM. de Fompoiine and rnadaine 
Vine have approved it : it is so easy to cheat peoples 
into approbation, that it ought not to con^'^‘ 
rity, lie tells me it was of no use bib 
plan ; I want only this to confute 1: 
it^eful to an elder brother in such a p 
rseed cinly^ consider what pleasure . 
j’Aix, to know how moitifymg it ix. 

Grrignan. Besides, when did a Grignan thiriK .i. 
object to be useful to bis family? Those who love One 
another, as you say, to the last drop of their blood, 
in whatever form it may be, have they not given suf- 
ficient proof, on all public occasions, that the}^ arc hut 
cmer how conns it, then, that t)i(i archbishop plca^c^ 
to retract, and renoum e thi^ honourable and gc^od u- 
putation? 1 am of your opinion, that it is being punc- 

* The place vas tliat of president of the bUtes of rio^e:\v;< , \’vhicu 
M. d’Arleg (dohn-Baptist Adhcmar dc iMontcil) had filled after M. de 
Marsoilles (Toussani tic FuihinJ. But by the nominatuui of M. de Va- 
ence (D.'uu'l (le Cosuac) to the arclihishopric of Aix, M. d’ Arles be- 
^ obliged to give up to him the place t*f president, he thought it no 
OOger iiuimihent on hiui to assi.^t at the assembly of the states, to avoiu 
icing only in tlie second plat', aetordlno; to tlie rank of hio archbv* 
rhopne. 
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jftiirras indeed, to be hurt by a strip of wood upon a 
whicli constitutes «ill the diderence of :dace* 
Ybich falls neither upon the person nor the name, and 
whiAi only exists in this assanhlyy for a few days, as 
sWelate^g^tlie archbishop (»f Aix and the archbishop 
les. Should this ))e sufficient to urge him to speak 
to the king, in the tone of a m.in who liad long made 
ij^vSacnficp, the weight and disgust of which are at last 
becoit:'(^ m^iupporiable ? Is it possible that the 
should have really entered into the merits of this com- 
plaint, and not have been surprised that the honour of 
serving, which was so highly valued upon entering on 
the olhce, could no longer support him against a mor« 
ti'h'i tioii wliicli waj> only iuinginaiy? In short, 'my 
chil l, 1 am Inirt at this abdication, and wish he may 
repent ot ihis a', of tlie other things, in order to avengi 
I 1) ,ve Slid so much on this subject, that I 
.1 lef . the rwchbishop to it, if he wdll do me tbe 
Is nu. <>f dlhn\'ng me to speak my sentiments of what 
he KlU nu, ; “i J '>hall only slightly touch upon it in 
my answer lo iiis letter. 

Dut a Word respecting n^adamc de Reinie *: what a 
fury ! D'd you not think she was dead, and that her 
spinl enne to pei^ecuie you with her noise, as in her 
hietime ? for rny par, I should liave been terribly 
frightened, and should certainly have made the sign 
of ilie cross; but 1 believe something more is necessary 
to gel lid of iKf. Is it possible a w'oman could travel 
150 leagues to demand money of a [u rson who dies 
with impatience lo jniy it, and who sends it as soon as 
possible ? No arrival at (jlrignan could astonish me so 
much as hers; I gave an involuntary diriek at hearing 
You are, bov^ever, quite right to behave civdly to 

* A shopkeeper at Puis. 

M 5 
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herj 4 )ut how could you avoid her paws, and tli ^ ^ 

rent of words which drowns anti overwhelms ? * 

c^uite pleased at what you tell me of Balaruc, 1 *l 

seen it upon the map. It is a melancholy ihinCT' > 

the chevalier can find no relief, and that his disc 

should have destroyed all tixe good eilecls which 

first thought the waters had produced ; I feel this 

. fi>rtune keenly. These waters are very violent : I wouU^ 

trust my limbs in them, and particularly s^'fce I 

have novr no ailment in my hands. I know not where 

all those little extravagant disorders are concealed; I 

sometimes think treason is going forward, I am so well. 

I shall very much pity j ou, v/ben you are all separated ; 

you will then really have no company but madame 

Reinie, and one other j)er ;oii u ho I r 'r# 

^ hateful to me as to vou. BnJ you son 
d . . 

certain things only to ih * <^chot\-v: I 
to intrust them with any ti'iog : ’ 

^ P/cce like that at LaTrouss. ’ ierer 

who returns word for wo)d clo^'* to 3 y • 

bye M. do la Trousse lins lecciv^.a \tiy nitic 
from the wat( rs of Ikjurbon, 

The day after I wrol^c to 3^00, I saw dabghter-in- 
law return when I le ot expected her; she left Rennes, 
in spi'C of ewA’y oi:e, ..nd all the amusements there, to 
come, as she £<13 s, to me, prei’e rring this pleasure to all 
the eotertaiiiments of the sla es. "^rhis surprised me, and 
-would have nv.ule lue uneasy, if I had not perceived 
ihat she was really pleased, and that this was done with 
as good a heai t as it was with a good grace. Du Mesuil 
has intioduc<^*(i tlie opera of At3 s at Rennes; it is short- 
ened, but is very prctt3n My daughter-in-law^ was once 
there, and uas \ cvy well pleased, ljut is still more so ^at 
b(iiig re^uiiUMj; slui suys, “ R'^viy body lormentc'd me 
at Rcnic'S upon ray being so desirous to return to the 
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when I retniuded them that it was to be 
Vl^ou, they all agreed that I was light; parti- 
marshal d’Estrees^ M. de Rennes, M. de la Tre- 


R^s; but, 

tl 

ifcCutw 
TOo\i 

h?t 


__ , and M. de Pom mere nil/' In’short, here she 

I ud fil'd that this little account would not make you 


l UOfil C 

ihrtTif v" it h 


< 


h lier. As to ipy son, the marshal would not 
him come away ; he is the only person with whom 
he converses unreservedly*. He is quite unhappy t|iat 
my m is not appointed deputy ; he was very desirplJP v 
of nmdt ring us ibis little service, as well as madamede 
ia rayeiit*, who had solicited his interest upon the oc- 
casiuii. He dot s not much approve of M. de Cavoie^ 
Mie friend oi’ M. de Seignelai ; you see the rest. 

Uji* stales met on Salurtjay the 2 L\ 1 ; there was a 
gi'at iliruiig, crowd, and con ft ns i on ; but the marshal 
'itry wcdl, cad better than Nvas expected; 
first pre->’!v (.^, c<v.u/n mi h'Kuij/rum ; M. de Pomme-^ 

' ve^*’ wej! in Jiis way, l/Ut not so well as Fieubets’ 
.) ilarlay, the beauty of whose speeches charmed 
Ihei.' h. au/s; in all ihc harangues the dukede Chauln^ 
was higiily praised, and the news of the exaltation ar- 
rived very opportunely on the same day. The next day 
M. de Pomin< reuil asked three millions for the king, 
which were immediately granted ; though in fact, we 
know not well wdiero they are to be lunl, with M. d'Ha^ 
loui/s content ; but with regenl to the giace with which, 
it W'as dealt, nothing could txceed it. After thia hope- 


♦ VVV fiiut d . , ;i .iv ' ,11 XU lisi of N'^non^ lovers, when he w'as only 
(rb>;r(f' t'liui this ciicomstaiice partly ;iro’^e his attachment tc 
M. tie Sth’ignC" it was I,V" i ■vchool ijit'udsJiip. It was this roniit d'JEfi- 
ue 'b wlio, ctiiriing affer Viilaicc.iux, disputed hi?, claims to the child 
to ^vIlKil Ninon gave birth a| tint period. Not being able to agrccr 
like lldbelais’ judge, they t^tst tlte dice for hliu. Fate cousigned thie 
ehild to iLc tOdUt d'KbiuV, who afterwartU d'.stingnished i ‘ijcrlf ii? 
tie- navy by the naaic ofHv JUoi‘^‘u're 
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ful beginning, Revel set out to resume, he trust- 
first profession. He called here on Monday, bu / 
staid to dinner, and went to sleep at Laval. We * 
him what sort of death all his mistresses liad cliosoi ^ 
replied wittily, that whatever it might be, 

'^oose; it W'lth M. de la Treniouille and the coure ' 
rlr^es, in wliose hands he had left them. We lalke » 
Ajrit'RvCbevalier; he appeared to me to be very rnuci 
iffliiWn in his esteem for him; lie boasted of i 
i^Jctidwn him in peace and in war; I also assurf 
ttfeat he did not love one uho w^as ungrateful. " 
f'tOibc sent into Germany with marshal de Lc 
commended the marquis de Grignan to him ; he told me 
it was fur him to request the marquises protection, he 
Was so much out of exercise. How hard it 
1^' child, if you cannot see your !'on thi 
le not eighteen this month? Ihe Gorn ■ 
l|>rovoking with their winter cainpuign. 

We pass our lime here very quietly ; 

^oubt; but very swiftly, whioh Nsiil puj > . 

walking, cunversLition, reading, all tlicPc aic ladeo in to 
oar asbi&tance. v^peaking of book^*, you tell me w'on- 
ddrs of M. Micole’s last [?roduct*.on ; I have read some 
^Rssages that appeared to me very fine ; the author\s 
Ijj^tyle enlightens as you say, and males us enter into 
l^urselves, in such a v.ay aj^ discovers the beauty of his 
,inind«'and the goodness of his heart; for he never scolds 
out of Reason, which i^ the worst thing in the world, 
and never produces the desired eHect. 1 did not pur- 
chase the book at the time, which was in Lent: I con- 
jtented rtiyself with the good Le Tourneux*. Wc are 

♦ Ivicliolas de Toiirn^ux, confessor of Porl-Roj.'il so well known by 
'^^li excellent woik cnlnlcd llic t’lni -oan Yc'^r, and 1>^ n egeat nunibc-r af 
important 
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a treatise of the pious man of Port-Royal^^^ 
inuivl prayer, which is a sequel to certain 
*ks, that are very fine ; but this, which id 
y ' y^er, is so spiritual, so luminous holy, 

it be a thousand degrees above our under- 
s, it does not faiV to please and ciiarm us, 
ghted to find that there have been, and still 
. in the world, to whom God has communK 
'ly Spirit and grace in such abundance; buV| 
ns ! wlien shall we be possessed of one little sp 
le single degree ? How sad it is to find ourselves 
jai ueliind here, and so near in other things! fie, fh^ 
let us not name this misfortune! we ought to bumble 
ourselves at it a hundred lilnes a day, 

• ^ ■ T month since the news of M. de Schomberg^sde- 
to this country ; it was sent from St. Malo,^^ 
vo^is-; hut as it has not yet been confirmed 
to the queen of England, it is supposed to 
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1 iiA\ E seen all (he kind things, roy dear si^^ter, fbi| 
you have said of M.de Sevigne and myself. He is ste 
at Renne*;, am! I have had t>en^e enough not to hesit 
V inoinenl in repairing to inadaine de JSevigne. I 
lUiin you will not disapprove of my taste^ 
ihi^ pieleience vs ill not lessen me in your opinibrf.* 
shall nut talk lo \()li of the deputation, the subject;!^ 
exhausted ; we bear our misfoitune so well, that it showig 
we were worthy of wduit we wished to obtain. I aiw 
delighted, my dear sister, to find (hat our apartment 
ready at Grignan; 1 embrace you allecLionately ; vot 


* Hiiiiion, pliysk'uin to Port-Royal, autlior of several verypk)^ 
ad tniipliUiied 'vrihogs, 
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yod^t allow me to do so? I would also embrace JVh 
de Grignan if I dared; but my love for him is so 
that I hesitate. 


FROM MADAME DE SEVIGn£ 

f * '* 

it is with regret T resume the pen, for she useJ 
I ; but it is only that I may embrace my dear 
sss. 


LETTER DCCCCXLI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Thti Rocks, Sunday, October 30 , l68o. 

i4tT US talk of the gritf of separation; I have long felt 
you, and have said that you woulii he too tnaeh aiivu 
to the misfortune of having had such deligh'.fol society ; 
l^at you have changed your opinion. 1 t(dd you m iho 
that the chevalier luight probably j>as' the in- 
at Avignon, or in some other part of Provinci*, to 
enjoy your brilliant sunshine, and add a rniUl winter by 
way of appendix to the waieih of i^alaruc, as many 
jMC^le do who dread the cold of Paris ; you repulsed 
unmercifully, and said this v;as wishnig the worst 
tout could happen to him; ih U if he were to r main 
there, it would be a sign that he was too ill to return; 
that otherwise he would go bach t ) see h-.,’ and 

theVorid. Tell me, then, what has happenod, r • 'Uiikc 
you now think he would do well to spend tlie winter in 
Provence; for I am convinced in niy own mind that, the 
waters not having succe< tied with him, he would pass 
I Jpelancholy winter at Paris in thal little chamber, with 
beautiful picture, which does not utter a syllable,^ 
ly what vve wull to it; and if it pleases (iod that he 
ikottld be ill, and utter piercing cries, he must in that 
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^jiitely regret your absence, for he is not a man 
.VC trifling con^iolations ; we must hope it will not 
bis. ]\]y advice therefore would have been, to 
climate of Provence this 3’ear only, as it was so 
Hi h?»ncl. You will acquaint me with the manner 
V ' * ^'^rTall your separations take place. M. d'ArJes is^ 
*11111 you: you have given him my letter; lam : 
pleased than ever at having told him my sentiments ^ 
fret’y of his abdication. lie boasted of having ob^B 
cd thc'approbation of madame de Vins ; but she infom^ 
me that he concealed this resolution from her, 
very justly that she would disapprove it on accourwof 
M. de Grignan, and several other things relative to 
this, then, is the way in which madame de Vins and 
!M. de Ib^m[)onne approve of this measure. You did not 
f answer, which you were so esh; 

art, ] do not retract whatl 


. . first thing iM. de Cbaulnes dt| 

' ation, was to give up AvignoO.^ 

^ ‘ ear child, what an aftecting thought 

1'; in.'s, ic .. r ( too that is justly founded, consider** 
iiig the circumstances into which it throws you. 

1 reflect and speak upon this subject, it becomes my owjflr 
business, I can think of nothing else. But I must sop^ 
press tliese bitter thoughts in my letters; they only 
new them in your heart; but the^' will sometimes 
cape. It is said that M. de Lorraine is going with hia, 
troeps into winter-quarters; we shall do the same, if: 
this be the case, and you will then soon see your sqn, 
again ; I wish you this consolation. 

Tlie taking of Bonn, and the death of baron d^Asfeld .^‘; 

* Elder brother of the marshal and the abbe d’Asfcld. He coramaj 
ed lu Bonn, where lie made a vigoroas defeuce; sustained an assaiilf|^| 
vhich he was mortally wounded; surrendered, October 12, and made 1 
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Iwtve caused some sorrow ; the king and M. de Louvois re * 
jret his loss, and praise him highly as an able oflTicer, and^;; 
I skilful negociator. M. de Chaulnes’s negociatioirma\ > 
:ontiiJue longer than ^^as supposed; he is considered 
^ the only person that can inspire the pope a tru^ 
giire to restore peace to the Christian princes. }1I< 
^i^Uness does not at all like cardinal d^Estrees, who it 
^bought will return to court. We shall see what 
f^ordained : Leave him alone,’’ said the holy bishop 
[.A^ers, w'ho came to pay his visit at the age of ninety- 
nth the same good sense as formerly. Adieu, trv 
^child. Why do you say you have lost your beauty ' 
‘^hy are you heated ? wh}' is your blood agitated? niv 
< Wn is affected at it : you are loo much alive, you ha\e 
much sensibility ; your nights partake of your agi- 
by day : endeavour to calm yourself, avail your- 
of your fortitude, your phdosophy, voui Christianity, 

1 support the burden ofsorrows wlich Providence allots 
lit. Your sister-in-law says a thousand alUcti uate 
thio^ to you by me; one of her whin)< is, to make 
me talk of you. I embrace M. de tiiignan; I no lunger 
DW how I stand with the re'>t; J 1‘ear that, ere this 
Ches you, the birds will all be flown. W'e had your 
fthine here for some time, and you had our showers; 
t for these two days past, 1 believe every thing has 
umed its former station ; so that you mu^t now have 
weather., Paulina has written me a charming letter; 
rlhif siCya vvitii great audacity, that ,she has no ftar of de~ 
'Woyiwg*; that, on the cunlraiw, she pretends to suipass 

boDOur&blc ca^Mtulatiou (w<*nty-sfvcn days after the trenches w'^reopen- 
idit' tmd after a bUukade of upwards of three months, during wbich tjrae 
eneinv had destroyed the city by cannon and boinbs, before they 
btgan to besiege it in foim. 

Allusjoa to the hackneyed expression of false modesty, “ I f<.‘ar, ia 
to you, (or speaking to youj, that I rhall destroy the favourable 
vou have received of me/* 
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praises I'oulanges haft1)e^t©wed upon her, that she 
^arns Italian, that you ^ve her mi^trevs, and tint she 
Pioitnr Fido; and then asks me a very odd 
Ijuestioii, little hussey ! Truiy, 1 send her back to her 
ielations* 


L.El’ihr. BCCCCXUl. 


’lO '1 iIE S\ME. 

Xlie Rocks, Wcdnfcst^ny, November 12, 16891^; 
Your letters come now more regularly than when th_ 
weather was fine. Ti)e ^ky i»l‘ your Provence, howev^^ 
looks terrifying; you are not accuatomed to these'^^toif*-^' 
rents; you paint yenr < astle in great disorder, and ifi 
’ not saved all \eur heaudlul furniture, and 
ur cabnv-l, that is worthy of a place at 
.ouUl h 'VO bet'ri very much grieved. 
el the rain, but we have still some 
« ys, I profit by them with pleasure, bt^sise 
,A is as dry and pleasant as that oiir ymor Li'^ri; 
lat I shall often w'alk. The beginning of y(>ur Icl^^. 
says great things in few words; Otloboni, t1^ 

county, ghen vp; the king and M. de Chaulnes, triumph^j 
ant; and maddine de Grignan, riiirtc'd; this it is thtdl 
grieves me to the heart; we must endeavour at 
let hope supply tiie place of the solid consolation 
his majesty gave you. If you should enter up^%hui 
business towards the end of next year, and should both 
go to Paris, I should find my account in it, as the knight-^ 
hood would take place at the same time. But I cannoj^ 
comprehend M. de Grignan’s idea, alone at Easter; 
can better understand that of returning to Grignan i 
,8pend the winter after the assembly, nolwith^tandii1|f| 
'^the north wind, which becomes still more uniract^w 



it that time; this would, at least, agree with the 
'^alier^s heabh and your business. In short, my 
ou are ail wise folks, your conventicle is met, yf^i. wilJ 
tke proper measures, and we will rniifHle in such goou 
eads. I am very desirous that ]\I. d’Arles sliould tell 
t>u his reasons, and also that he should see letter; 
« are upon sufllcicmtly good terms for me to tell him 
sentiments upon a subject wliich he mentions to me 
beg you will not allow liim to place m.ulamede 
among the number of those he has consulted, and 
those approbation he has received. You think my 
•lends have proved their regard for me by their pro- 
osals ; yoti are right ; nothing could be more kind ; 
hnt it is enough, to have had the pleasure of this trial of 
^boir hearts and friendship ; for it would have been 
little honour to my first resolution, to have changed 
end have been burthened with another oebt of a thou- 
crowns* Indeed, my child, there were no other 
i #eps to be taken than those 1 took, that is, to b'‘ sen- 
sible of their kindness, and grateful for it. If I were to 
publish a gazette of the state of my healtli, you w ould 
bft convinced that I shall keep my promise with madame 
Fayette; you would see under the article of i/ic 
l^adder, that that part of the country was in .a state of 
^’yerfect tranquillity; that the sandy people, who for- 
ilHeriy invaded it, are carrying on their operations in 
Bl^re distant lands; that letters have been received 
fl%in the extremities of the kingdom, which declare 
that the legs were never in better condition, nor more 
fit for service ; that the hands, which are upon the Iron- 
tiers, are no longer subject to the caprices of the nerves, 
^eir neighbours, or the vapours, their allies: in short, 
that this state would be a perfect country, if the foun- 
of youth could be found in it ; this is iis only mis- 
After this ridiculous gazette, which you have 
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^ M yen mny, I think, be quite easy with regani 

em io be making some reparation to M' de 
(‘‘nn’nes's uiKlerstandin^r : vou fitul it so excclleRt at 
K(»riU', t!iat you are obliged to think he was meditating^ 
upon a'll ti.ee impoi tant^ aiTairs w^hen he was at Gri*‘ 
he is therefore restored to your good Of)inion ill ' 
this n spect ; let him he so also on the subject of the de^-, 
ta^ioos. He was n«)t vvnmg to dispose of them for 
ycais, without mentioning it to the king", as marshal 
(a Miiiarie alw ays did But a change has taken pla 
w ith legard to this, for these four years past, as in ever 
thing else. What snakes has he iM)t swallowed! yo^ 
have seen it. He knows thgt his good friends 
found out a new road for deputations; he is aware of 
it, and has always said to my sonf, except this 
that it was necessary to be a courtier now, as the 
^ '‘hanged, Jde thought the nobility and their C0I|M! 
iu:ht have had some influence this year; 
“cason to believe that his recommenefimoa 
jthing, either by writing from the pro- 
be was rendering important services, 

^ut for Rome. His timidity, or the impofp^ 
jf speaking of Britany, prevented his propoftil^ 
fl'.e deputation to the king; ho only recommended it 
M. de Lavardiii, and wrote on tiie subject to marshal 
irEslrees ; nor do 1 yet know, if he did not expect tO 
find M. de (\)etlogon in his way, and that be 
thereby only have exposed himself; 1 believe this ie 
the truth of the affair. It is so certain that nothing is 
thought of but pleasing the city of Rennes, that by 

* He was governor of Nantes and Brest, unJ Ueutenani-general of 
tipper and Ltiwer BiUany. 

*r M. dp Sdvigiid liad quitted the coT’rt, upon retiring from the arnq^ 
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Ibe most tinheard-of measures^ which I am very 
pleased at, the deputation of the cUrgy heis been 
to M, de Rennes by a lettre de cachet; this is a ;.,\(ket 
which never l)t'f()re entered Bi itany upon such an occa- 
sion; for the bishops u^ed to succeed arronliixg to their 
tank, and this year it fell to,tlie iot of M. de Vannes, 
de Tregnier, who are so much astonished at the 
j^K^eding, that they know not wliat to thitik ; but it is 
M|ment to be ]\I. de Rennes, who is astonished too, and 
SK if the packet be really for him; for no one was 
pier received for a deputation : judge if the govcrtior 
&jr Rennes would not have obtained it with more justice, 

; Madame de Chaulnes is so surprised at all this, that she 
keeps her eyes constantly fixed upon Rome, and is much 
in the right. The king said to her last week; M. de 
jChaulnes w'as not long at Rome, mailam, before he made 
ppwelf talked of ; he has found again good friends 
^httre, and has been very well received/^ “ Sire/' she 
replied, he that bears yoUTf^^j<^''ty^s orders, is a^^ays 
well received." The whole court was leady to over- 
whelm her with compliments and professions of friend- 
(hip; 1 hope you have wiitten to her. I am of your 
, pinion, my dear child, that M. de Chaulnes wdl re- 
there for another conclave, or rather to settle with 
"the pope, who loves him, the principal objects they have 
t^confv r upon togethtr, and those he inieuds to dispose 
him'to approve or confirm for the general trarniudlity ; 
this would be a fine stroke ; and if madaine de Chaulnes 
and madame de Carman were at Rome, they would be 
proper seconds to him. But the new pope hairs car- 
dinal d’J’strees as much as he loves the ambassador, and 
it is thought his eminence will return to France; if so, 
.xnadan>e de Chaulnes's departure will be deferred. I 
ai; much grieved as you, that the last pope, who 
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isofftrcd us to icniiiin in possession of Avignon, did not 
|i^*€ as long as M. d'Arles*; such longevity would 
fortunate indeed for you, but it was not/the 
will of God, I iziformedyou that M. de Chaulnes en« 
tered Romfrlike^ an ambassador, al dispetto (in spite) of 
the Spanish ambassador, who endeavoured to prevail <ai 
the cardinals to prevent it; but out of fifty •six vote^' 
le had but five f, 

I do not give mine to M. de la Garde, e]the]^||| 
preach or scold ; I know very well, that Jesus Chrfl| 
M. Paul, and St. Augustin, preached and exhorted, ^ 
vas their business; this latter gives good reasons for 
loing so. But a poor sinner, recovered only three dayt 
from a worse state than ours, should keep silence,* pe-* 
iietrated with the mercy of God towards him, occupied 
t.*niy With his happiness, and the true gratitude he owto 
to h.N Saviour, "for having selected and distinguished 
fi oiii so many others, without any merit, through 
grace; such should be the sentiments of his heart, afkd^ 
if charity should make him interest himself for his 
neighbour, it should display itself in lamentations be- 
Tore God, and in supplicating the same grace forothetl 
that has so plentifully been poured upon him. Suc!^ 
was that penitent and holy princess, madame de 
gtteville ; she did not forget her situation, nor the abyli 
from which God had saved her; she preserved the 
membrance as a foundation for her penitence, and h^ 
lively acknowledgement to the Almighty, Thus is 
Christian humility preserved, and the grace of Jesus 

♦ These two prelates^ liveJ, the one to the age of ninety-five, the 
other to eighty-six, 

t It is said that M. de Chauincs had nearly three millions to distri- 
*yte, to create this pope, D’Avrigny dares not formally deny the fact, 
'liicli so forest a majoiity, and so speedily obtained, renders very 
’ h. It was money thrown away, or very much like it. 
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Christ honoured. This does not preclude reHection.r 
and Christian conversation with our friends; but'^* 
Berwons, no scolding ; these revolt, and make Ve- 
collect and refer persons to their y)ast life, because w e 
find they have forgotten it. 1 am astonish^ that peo- 
ple of good sense should fall into this injustice : but we 
<mght to be astonished at nothing; for what do we aIOL 
jn^t with in our journey through life? 

appears that our marquis will soon be in winicr- 
arters, like the rest, and that he will be able to pay 
■you a visit; I wish it, my dear child ; this is the great- 
est consolation you can have; I have a great desire lo 
. embrace him, as well as my dear countess, lam very 
glad that the count grows fat: he was thin when I saw 
him, which made me uneiisy. The description you give 
tf your storms, is so beautiful and poetic, that it delights 
itty imagiiiaiion. 

LETTER DCCCCXLIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rockh, Sun'Iay, November 6, ] 68<l. 

M. DE Chaulnes has wriuen to me very alFectionately 
smd pleasantly; he says that he might, boast of the 
brilliancy of his negociation, if it were not for the 
grief he feels at having been compelled to ofler the 
pope the charming c ounty of Avignon ; that he did it 
with so ill a grace, that he thought his holiness W’ould 
refuse it, but that he was unfortunaue enough to be de- 
ceived, and that, on the contrary, the pope received it 
with such pleasure*, as renewed the good opinion he 
already had of this j>reseni. At length, my child, the 
deed is done ; God gax'c it you, (md God has taken it 
from you ; we must bear up against this loss^ 
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« w/!ii as ngainst many others. I must tell you oqt:* 
that, if you are just, you will agree that the duift 
h'^^iV^^ceived us. lie told us before the last 
jng of the states, that things had changed, that he had 
no longer the sanje power as formerly, and that it was 
necessary to appea^^fN^ittle at court; 1 have told you 
^ he founded his hopeTpon latterly; he had some 
reason to believe that, at least this year, his solicitatioa 
would have as much weight as another personas. He 
spoke in this style to M. de Rennes when he passed 
titroiigli Maiicornc; I cannot doubt of his desire to 
ohbgc me and my son, though he did not think it proper 
to of Rritany at Versailles; he spoke to M. de L,a-* 
vaidin, and wnote to marshal ^d’Estrees ; madame de 
Chvudnes to M. de Croissi ; and you know what was 
done by M. de Cavoie. It is fortunate for the ambas* 
sador, that the mortihcatioii he must have felt upon this 
subject IS concealed and lost in his absence, and he has 
done us equal honour in iliis country ; for every person 
at Renneft considers my son as the deputy M. de Chaul* 
nes would hati^ apj)ointcd; and M. de Coetlogon, as 
the deputy of his journey to Rome; we have, there- 
fore, rio reason to complain, and indeed we are very 
tar from doing I must confess, I think it strange, 
tliat you, the rhevniier, and the rest, the great lord* 
and governors of the province, should judge it right 
that tlie governor of Britany should be deprived of the 
noble privilege of appointing deputies independently^ 
and to say tl»at 7vL de Chaulnes made himself a king; 
la* Cfo tainly would have been much to blame not to 
tiave done it, as all other governors had done before 
him. Since the marriage of the duchess Anne with 
Clearies VIH. this fine extensive province had many 
other ])?‘ivileges. M. de Chaulnes for fifteen or sixteen 
^ars followed the steps of marshal de la Meilleraie ; do 



3r«p,tbiuk it either noble or just to make a niurit u ^ 
grading this beautiful government? Is it not lhe‘t ( 
mon interest of all great lords and governors? S * • ' 
they not view themselves in this example ? i^am 
quainted with two or three who have been very sensibly 
afTected at it with regard to them^'^iVes, and it cannot 
be one of this body who huy introduced such a revolu- 
tion, Alas! what do not these poor governors, to please 
their master? with w'hat joy, with what zeal, do they 
mi fly even to the hospital for his service ? Do they 
consider their health, their pleasure, their lives, as any. 
thing, when obedience to his pleasure is necessary? and 
yet it is subject of complaint against them to have an 
honour, a distinction, an opportunity of obliging per- 
sons of quality in a province! And why do they wish 
to be beloved and honoured, and act as kings? is it 
lK)t for the service of the true king? is it for themselves? 
Alas! they are so passionately attached to his person, 
that they only wish to lay aside their fictitious charac- 
ters, to come and behold him at Versailles, eveii though 
they should not themselves be noticed ; and shall com- 
plaint be made them for an assumption of gran- 

deur, which tijey so properl}' employ ? Is it possible, 
my child, that you should be of a contrary opinion ? 
Come, then, to ray assistance, M. de Grignan ; support 
me, it is your business; if you desert me, I shall wish 
you every possible disgust in Provence, and shall praise 
and admire those who, by their industry, may find the 
means of placing you upon the rank of others. 1 will 
say no more; why, too, do you make me speak what I 
think ? It is in you, however, that I confide ; and be- 
sides, I know nothing so good as to understand reason, 
M- de la Rochefoucault and M. de la Feuillade would 
Ijot indict me for my sentiments upon this subjer 
Let us talk of our states.* The Holy Glio^t 
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'' :rtm:\nt(‘^n to the council of Trent, says Fra 
so the deputation came in a lettre de ca>{iet 
Jo M.'^ Rennes: these vehicles are equally extraordi- 
nary. Marshal d^l£‘'tiecs will not let my son leave 

him for a moittvwaiL* he knows no one but him, 

speaks to no one butWim, and pays his visits^ in 
company with him ; in short, he is so little acquainted 
with Britany, that if he had not found a commen 
officer of the marchioness d'Huxelles, he would havi 
been very much embarrassed* He loecps a tremendoul 
table, the marshal surpassing M. de Chaulnes; two ta- 
bles, for eighteen persons each, from morning till night, 
all serveddn new% beautiful, gadrooned plate; in short, 
it is who can spend the most ; fbr there are twenty ta- 
bles of the same magnitude. The opera of Atys is per- 
formed very agreeably, by Menil ; and also some plays. 

How sorry I am for the chevalier^s ill slate of healthl 
what a severe fever! Good heavens, howl pity him! 
He is right not to go to Paris in such a situation; how tm- 
v^omfortable 1 should be there, w^itbout you and without 
him! Your stay in Provence has completely fixed mine 
he.iv. I enclose you letters from madamede laFayettt, and; 
madamc de la Lavardin ; as to madame de Chaulnes\o 
t v.Tis a volume without end; dwelling upon the con^‘ 
victlon that it is her absence that makes me spend the 
"V inter at the Rocks instead of Rennes. I^ie places to 
her own account all that can possibly happen to me 
there ; and was so sincerely disposed to rain upon me 
a shower of gold, that she was never weary of impor- 
lun^ me to set out; but, my child, this is over ; I am 
very.iwxll here, particularly when you are at Grignan. 

I am informed that the pope has convened his friend^ 
to terminate the affair of the franchise^ with Fi ance and 
^wuth all the crowned heads; and another congregation 
^^l^^xamine the means of making a general peace in 
vou VllI, 
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Ihristendom. It is thought that oardinnl (!’]!?<♦ 
gti^n, and that cardinal de Boudh n will 
be afiairs of France. I am sure the ambassadf*’ 4ti not 
et ready to return. 

Sainte-Marie, my old friend, lhe*yr;g*s lieutena’" * 
t. Malo, has been to see He told me h 

Iriften to you for a vote ; pray, satisfy him : ’ 

would go any length to serve me : every body 
\ him in this country; he is the comfort of all the 
xiles, of all the prisoners at St. Malo ; in short, he is 
a little Artagnan, faithful to his prince, and humane to 
those whom he is obliged to guard. He has a thousand 
good qualities, he says he has learned them of me : you 
re€»[>]lect how I converted him, by assuring him upon 
my word and honour that our religion was preferable 
to Calvin’s. I should very much pity M. de la Garde 
if he hild foi^olten his first condition, which, like our 
gratitude to God, should never be separated from Chris- 
tiaa^Iititnility. M. Nicole is quite divine. 

My son still continues at Rennes; his wife takes 
great pains to amuse me. M. de Lauzun is going to 
take a romantic voyage to Ireland with six thousand 
men. Be careful of yourself, niy beloved child, and 
r^love me with an afTection that belongs only to ourselves. 

LETTER BCCCCXLIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, November 9, 1689. 
M. d’Arles, then, has passed through the midst of the 
fires of Tasso, of the gigantic phantoms, of the armed 
men, for all these defended the passage*; and ha:: 


♦ See Canto III. of Tasso’s Jerusalem. 

Madame de Sdrigo^i imaglnatiou was to lively, her wit so ju^ 



MADAME DE S^VIGn£ 




nothing but dry and barren heaths. I was la 
jg||es to have found wood enough for our last^oor* 
and M. d’Arles would thus see Ills apartment ha- 
bitable, and M. de Grignan no longer be compelled,.^ 
go up into the impropriety of whicb^^ 

thought he had long be^ convinced of. In this 
my dear, all would have been finished; but howcM’^^ 
M. Je Carcassonne resist M. d’Arles^s vivacity, 
seizes upon the hare, saying, Give me four thouss^i^^' 
crowns, and go to sleep again/ and let me alone ?** 
my part, I really think he is in a lethargy; a thict 
vapour prevents his answering a syl1ai>le |o^5uch forci- 
ble reasons, and he must be shook again, and tornjej^ed 
still more, to awake him. I 'suppose tha^M.' d*®les 
will receive my letter at Grignan : will he answer e^tly 
on the subject of the noble pride for whi^l blame 
him, and which makes him fe^l personally ^^eferen^ 
of seats, that relates only 4t his bene6ce,rti^wbi<^ 
as little disgraces the abbe de Grignan, as it hoil'obrs 
thence de Cosnac ? In short, my child, these arc 
flighW^of imagination that cannot be suppressed. 

1 thought your letter to M. do Chaulues an excelleni 
one ; he ])ays you with good sense, and you find hedg'd ' 
all he could. Madame de Chaulnes has sent me alittld^ 
account, hich she^says is only for myself, of a con??'' 
versation between the ambassador and tj^j^pe ; I find " 
in the holy father’s answer, a great de^^ bf presence 
of mind, and a vivacity which surprised me, and which 
plainly show that he possesses all his faculties, and is 
long-lived. 1 send it you, as you may perhaps be 


•o ormm^fited, that the excellent use she made of what she read Is not 
•t all aurpri&iflg. But it is extraordinary, tlint a mother like her, shouk| , 
be certain of finding in a daughter worthy of herself, as much wit 
taste, as Here necessary to comprehetKi perfectly all the dellctcj of hiT 
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^eased to see it. • The duchess says she hopes yo\ 
pardton her husband the injury h»* Ins done you, ^ 
that the armies are preparing to ^end you bair!f^' 
^n. She sympathizes in the grief of madaine de Sou- 
who has lost her son*, after iu<*r\*riible suflirings, 
%d^in that of madame de •ofaenegaud, who has not 
^ly lost her youngest son at Bonn, but her eldest, 
she loved dearer than her life ; she has now no 
'chfWren left but the abbe de Gueneiiaud, and another 
pAkO IS also a priest; thus our foiesight into futurity 
soften affords us only useless anxiety, because God is 
preparing for us other troubles. 

I dread to mention to you the magnificence of Rennes, 
lest H should give you an indigestion, for there is no- 
thing but festivity going on; they dine with M. de la 
Tremouiite and sup with the first president; or dine 
ivyvith M. de Pommereuil, and sup with M. de Rennes; 
i "then dine with M. de Coetlogon, and sup with M. de 
, Main ; thus it is every succeeding day. How does this 
agree with you? There are twenty tables equally ele- 
gant; Thou devourest ail my goocUf, My son informs 
his Vfife, I suppose from civility, unwilling to believe 
fbat it is upon niy account she is here, that her absence 
is much lamented by all her friends, and that he is very 
sor>y her delicate lungs should prevent her from enter- 
ing into aljfy^j^ese amusements. She answers him an- 
grily;*^fcat sheiks offended at such language ; that she 
did not come here on account of her health ; that she 
knows the life that is led during the sitting of the stales; 
that it was solely for the pleasure of being with me, 
w^hich she jirefers to every thing else ; that if her lungs 

* Louis prince de R(;lian, colonel of a regiment of caitalij, died No- 
vember 5, of a wound lie icteivetl July 5, near the camp ot Lcssinea In 
. JFiandera. 

•f* A saying of Herpagou to Mai ire Jacques, in Molierc’s Misei;4)^^ 
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equal to the best chairman^s in Rennes, she would 
b£the same ; and all this so naturally, that I am obliged 
it, without having the least scruple at seeing 
her here. We road a good deal, and the time passes 
away so swiftl}^hat it is not worth while to be out 
patience, except^.'titv(,-J[jcannot embrace you ; for 
1 wiust own, 1 ardently long for. Adieu: with 
the finest weather in the world, and I daresay, wiidi 
you It is still finer; it is St. Martinis summer with^:^ 
and the dog-days with you. I embrace, and kiss my 
beloved child on both cheeks, 


LEITER DCCCCXLV. 

TO l^E SAME. 

^ The Ro(k«, Sunday, Noveiubc!f;j^fi« lUsy. 
Yoi/r letter is not yet arrived, this is idways a grief to. 
me ; though 1 have in some degree gpt tbe better of 
the apprehensions I formerly suffered from the delay : 
it is the whim of the post, and we must endure it ; but 
as I am constantly with you at Grignan, I lose the 
thread of the conversation; this it is that vexes I 
know not whether you go to the assembly with 
de (jrlgnan, or remain at your cbdteau. I am very* 
uneasy about the chevalier’s health, and the effeew^ 
oF the bark, repeated in its usual its 

operating upon tliat of the chevalierVblcwlf/ ^ngs to 
my mind an old saying. When the brave meets the brave, 
they remam brave. We hope, therefore, that this brave 
^ 4)ark will make the blood remain brave : God grant it 
may ; it is very difficult to subdue. 

Tell mejyhat you have done with madame de Reinie; 
does sl].fi<still overwhelm you with her torrent of words? 
wiiat means have you silenced her ? I will not slackea’ 
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to tell you of my affectionate and strong 
and the lively interest I take in what cono 
youYj^ or near ; as all this holds the first rank in 
dear and precious to me, I place it far above my ov. ^ 
Uttle afiairs^ which appear like hyason, com pared with 
tall cedars. How’ can I heJp^etfiGr'mg into all you 
lilgr respecting the journey to^Paris, for the proposal of 
which you envy my friends? I had great fortitude in 
lasting when you were atCfiignan; had you been at 
P^ris^ their great olfers would ha\e been superfluous; 
Ifeel that you would have destroyed all my measures: 
Jbtit having concerted them so well with yours, it was 
not easy to put n>e out of ray way. Thus, my dear 
chilrf^I maintain myself, thus 1 subsist ; 1 would not 
mention this to you, and yt^ I cannot avoid it, consid- 
ering you as ihljlfeole charm and consolation of my 
latter dayiy God and his providence exempted. 1 am 
informed of the death of that good and worthy man, 
l^e bisbiip of Nimes ; so that our poor Livri is again 
to be given away ; I v?ish the abbe Pelletier may ob- 
tain it. 

I have received a long letter from my new friend, 
Ihe Gu4briac * ; I would have sent it to you, 

^ his style, which is very easy, would be agreeabh 
rv^ough, if he did not praise me so extravagantly ; il 
my mc^esty will not suffer it: he is so astonishea 
find tU vjiijiinn with a few good qualities and gooc 
princi|jjAi!i?'#bo m her youth had some charms, that he 
seems to have passed his life in a wdiirlwind of passions, 
among a banditti equally devoid of faith and law, wliere 
love reigned alone, despoiled of every kind of virtue ^ 
this has given rise to some very pleasant things. He 
demands my protection with you, in the qame of M 

* Sec Lci\er of 2« Septcml'tr. 
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to instroct him properly with regard to ttle 
«f Love*, which he had heard spoken of, ^and 
xoSfeidtred as a fable. He is like a cabinet- artielt^ a 
^ great curiosity J be wants to know the truth from the 
governess of P^^^nce, and whether upon complaint to 
that court, if judgeincqt were pronounced, it would 
by female judges : you have some wits from Arles, and 
a piior from St. John at Aix (am I not right ?), who will 
give you the necessary information. Guebriac found 
the enclosed sheet by way of preface to a book of Fran- 
cis liarberiii’.s f, who makes mention of it: 1 send it tq 
Pauiiiia, she will understand this prose as W’ell as ii 
rcniur jhlo. This is a tritle^ou will intrust some one 
witti, and not trouble youjmP about it. Were you ai 
Aix, Montreuil would settlmnis aflair for^isold friend; 
w’liose mind is very dilFerent from nfl^but, in short 
you will do >^hat you can without incomsuoding your* 
self. 

The handsome abbe do Rohan J, bo beauitful, and 
indeed too beautiful, is at present at the head of M. de 
Soubise’s household, and his livings are given to his 


• The Court of Love was nothing more than a society of v^ts of 
both sexes, which was instituted in Provence towards the ck)*€ of 
1 1th century. ^I'i’py communkaitd to each other their works, and 
versed upon djTMPr.T bufjects, in which love liad always some abWf' 
The quarrely and jerdousics of luvei-s were the conimos objects of tl^T 
discussion; rh^v drtc: mined the mciit^-- of the tanli^ written npOfS 
this suhjret; the t.msons weie a kind of puctiy whicll 
or trou\^;res Ivicl brought Into reputation, in which were treated curious 
questions of love and lo’crs. Martial of Auvergne afterwards gave a 
.cdlection of these judgements, entitled Aresta Amorum^ Budi upon which 
Benoit le Court, a famous lawyer, published in 1^03 a learned Latin 
commentary, 

'p Sec Bayle’s Dictionary, under the article Barlerin, 

+ Herc',des-Mdi iaJlec, pi luce and duke dc Rohan, became the eldef 
‘‘y iieaili of Louis prince de Rohan, his brother. ' 



youngerTirother*. Our states broke up yesterday, he ^ 
liimseif send you the news. The marsbars expeii 
was ndiculously extravagant; he had every day 
guests to dine and sup with him, and every tbi|^ wa 
served with such magnificence as eclips^ M. de Chau! 
Bes, who indeed would have be^ sorl*y to vie with him. 
Adieu, my beloved child ; TFiis is enough for to-d?y. 
How is your health in detail? your side, your colic? 
me a little gazeite: mine is still like the last V 
ghier-in-law embraces you, and continues 
ions to me. 


LETTER DCCCCXLVI. 

TO TUB SAME. 

llie Rocks, Wednciday, Novetsabor 16, . 

Youb letters are both arrived; that of the 3d travelled 
to Rennes without knowing why ; the fault was occa- 
sioned at Paris ; r received it on Sunday, after having 
sent away my letters. I will begin by entering upon 
the motion that agitates you all, and very reasonably, 
to know if madame de Maisori's compliment is well 
girounded : sbe has frequently told us very unwelcome 
news, and sometimes very good : but when we hope to 
Bear that the chevalier^s regiment will devolve to his 
nephew^^ ijt natural and easy to believe it, that we 
mustoewiw violence upon ourselves to doubt it; and 
you that are so skilful in raising phantoms, will find 
some difficulty to find subjects of despair upon an occa- 
sion where every thing is in favour of the marquis ; ex- ' 
ample, name, his father^s and his unch merit, and his 

* AnnaTul-Gaston-MaximiUan de Rohan, aften 
, burgh, cardinal and great almoner of France. 
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o^n all these place him at the head of -this fine troop* 
Yon cannot doubt, my cl^ild, that I am like you in 
cv^tw thing that concerns you ; you cannot talk to me 
too long, nor repeat your thoughts to me too often; 
enter into all^^our arguments pro and con, aiid into the 
dialogue of Fear and Hope: I therefore wait like yo«l^ 
^'ith all the impatience excited by real and affectionate 
friendship. 

I now know what has happened to the mill*clack» 
madame Reiiiie. I know that you have resolred to go 
to the assembly, and afterwards to return to Grignan. 

I am informed of the state of the chevalier^s health, 
whoso pardon I ask for not agreeing with him respect- 
ing M. d’Arle.s’s resignation., I would } ^.ve made the 
most of this second place to the king, which I should"* 
have made him understand I filled only for his service y 
but, at the bottom, I would not have cared about 
I should have been delighted to have kept it, and served^< 
my elder brother. The more 1 felt myself a Grignan, 
and superior to M. d^‘Vix in every other respect, the 
more indifferent I should have been to that short meet- 
jSijng of the assembly, where the prerogative of cue arch- 
\)ishopric over another constitutes the difference upon 
this occasion only *. I own to you, in short, that thUiat 
my feeling, and I thought, from his rank and elevateJP 
sentiments, that it would have been th« cbevalier’d 
also: I have been mistaken; but, much a^:jl 5 S|leem his 
good sense, I shall not change my opiniorT. On the 
other hand, I praise the archbishop for having the cou- 
rage to finish his building, and 1 admire him for having 
obtained 4000 crowns from AT. de Carcassonne. 

* Tlie arcbl^l®hop of Alx is the first attorney, by birth, of the county 
of Provove ; and in this capacity he always presides at the assembly of 
the stales, which are held every year at Lambesc, a towu three ieoguei. 

* distant from Aix. 

N 5 
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? Your sister-in-law desires me to tell you she 1 
lierself fortunate in having been able to please you, ^ 
•she did by following her own inclination. You.w 
much increase the pleasure she feels in doing what v. 
calls her duty, by your approbation. has scarcely 
^elt her husband's absence ; was so near her, 
often heard from him, was so certain he would s « 
that no mortification intruded to disturb 
conduct. You speak of all this so allectionat 
ly anjjfaincerely, that you renew my love it. 

l^ur county then is given up. I wish the principality 
W Orange, which is so freely surrendered to the king, 
2 ould recompense you for your loss ; but it has long 
been in your government without 5 -our being the bet- 
fer for it. lam delighted that you have written to ma- 
iame de Chaulnes. Do you not like the little conver- 
Mttion shb sent me, and which 1 sent to you ? I am 
told Coulanges is a favourite with the pope, that M. de 
Ghauhies has bespoken a state-coach, and keeps a table 
as he did in Britany ; this looks like being settled. By 
the by, our states broke up on Monday last, they have 
granted 10,000 crowns to marshal d'Estrccs; he hat 
spent that sum and more. The deputies are M. da 
^nnes*, and M, de Coeifogon, the rest are not w'orth 
honour of being named. Your brother will be here 
to-monr^y^i^e brings with liim the abbe Charier, and 
my fani^^^IBuron, who is a stout gentleman, madame 
de Mafbeur, and some others ; we fear more from so 
much company than from our solitude. My son cer- 
tainly often takes ttie liberty of quoting the -good bro- 
thers, who order separate beds in the dog-days; ro- 
mances are rational compared to this sifty book. 1 
ahall say nothing of Paulina's taste for romances; I 

• John Biiptist de Beaumont, bisliop of Reunei* 
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fiad them, like many other persons of superior 
ind»‘irft jjiding to ruyeelf, with so n^uch pleasqre, that I 
Arust be si.< lit. iiiv imples might be given of the' good 
^ and had efiecN produ ^-d by these books; you do not 
like them, you have conducted yourself well ; I 
likul them, a .d tin y liave done me no harm. ** 

^he pure, ail things arei* pure,’' as you say. I, who 
chose lo support my taste, thought that a young man 
generous and brave in viewing my heroes; and 
a yon. g man wise and discreet in reading Cleopatr*. 

' Tiicre are people who sometimes take things wrong;' 
but they would not act better, perhaps, if they could 
not read ; it is essential to have the mind well disposed, 
and then it is not easily warped : madaine de la Fayett#j 
is aiv'ther instance in my favour. It is, how'ever, verM 
true £.n<j very certain, that M. Nicole^s works are pre^ ^ 
ferabie ; you are charmed with them ; this may servftj 
as a panegyric to the book : what I read of it at madanpo 
lie Coulangos^s, easily convinces me that it must please ^ 
you. You will bo very happy, and very enviable, if 
Goil has made use of this delightful book to inspire you 
with his love. J, at least, derive this good from it, that 
I am persuaded it is the only tiuly desirabl? object m 
the w'orld. Upon this ground, I conjure you, ihy deur 
Paulina, not to let your mind turn towards frivolbii^ 
things, but to attach yourself to what is ^ijid, in whfeli 
class 1 place history ; your taste will o^Upwise be of a 
pale hue. We are reading the HistoryiS^fee, Church 
by M. de Godeau * ; it is really a very fine work ; in 
what a respectable light does iti^lace religion! we aru 
ready to sufler martyrdom wiih^bbadie. Every thing 
has its turn ; Corisca is very pretty and very roguish : 
altri impii altrc cure. Love me always, my dear child, 

Anthony GoJeau, bishop of Gr«se and Vence. 
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but never weigh other love in the same 
yours; your heart is of the first order, ai * » / 
aenibles it. 


LETTER DCCCCXLVIL*" 

TO THE SAME. 


r 


The Rocks, Sunday, ' 

You have relieved me from ’great anx l\ g 

tne that our^ marquis is colonel of his unc. egi- 

ment ; nothing could be more advantageous him ; it 
is scarcely possible to be promoted higher at the age 
^of eighteen. Now your uneasiness is at an end, and 
f the dialogue of Hope and Fear happily concluded. I 
defy you, with all your ingenuity, to discover any dis- 
agreeable circumstance attending this affair; there is 
now nothing more to be considered, my dear countess, 
than to support this rank, which necessarily creates a 
greater expense than that of captain. The chevalier 
must be paid — bow much ? It is to be hoped that you 
will hav6 permission to sell your fine company, the 
work ofyour own hands. In short, good and evif are 
blended; ^honours increase expense ; we are sorry when 
tjtey are not obtained, aiKl^wibarrassed when they are; 
^dh is the-«^Id. Will not your colonel pay you a 
visit? I UMi^think he would have time enough. I 
have a gviH%clination to w rite to him, and superscribe 
bis letter according to my fancy. You have, then, ge- 
nerally a hundred persons at Grignan, and eighty is 
your least number. I "find they are not very scrupu- 
lous about burthening you. I approve of your not 
going to Lambesc, to expose your beauty and Paulina^c 
yhuth to the fury of the small-pox: this is an evil we 
cannot too carefully avoid. You have given me such 
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idea of the north-wind of Grignan during tho 
that it terrifies me. I suppose M. de Grignan 
find it difficult to resolve not to pass the^, three 
months at the good city of Aix ; we must sometimes 
yield tiT'i'ii^ssi b il i ties, but it is a painful reflection ; 
and it is a great misfortune to find ourselves exhausted; 
^hen it is so necessary tO be otherwise : these are very 
•Mo objects, in regard to which, I wish you, as well 
all requisite fortitude. The chevalier will 
' le of his to you : he has so great a por- 
tion. of i. f which he is deprived by the gout, that 

he has some to spare, and should supply his friends with 
it. Never fail to inform me of his and your plans. Ma- 
dam.! de Chaulnes tells me, that she has received a very 
chaimlng letter from you. Madame de Lavardin W8». 
ill gual affliction, M. de Chalons dying, and his ptMB 
niolhcr* overwhelmed uith grief at the foot of the 
cross. ]M. de Senlisf and all the Sanguins are very 
joyous ; they have obtained our little abbey (of Livri)^ 
and have given up a priory to be free of the pension. It 
is so agreeable to them, that it seems nearer to me than 
if it had been given to another ; they arc all our old 
neighbours. 

My sou is at length returned from the states; and ta 
very well pleased to be with us ; madame de Marb^f^ 
IS here for a short time, and the ahbe de^^uimporl^ 
(Charier) who thinks of nothing but me. We 

expect our farmer, with whom we are iS^liHtle a long 
account without money. The count d’Estrees J supped 


* Louisa Boyer, duchess of- NoaUlei^ t^jmothcr of Louis Autoine do 
Noailles, bishop of Chalons upon ^ame, afterwards archbishop and car- 
dinal of Paris. 

Denis Sanguin, bishop of Senlis. 

X Victor Marie, count (afterwards duke) d*£strdes, vice-admiral and 
yrmrshai of France, 
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ind slept here last night, and set out this moriwng^^ 
Parts j I found him very agreeable and lively. He /iiaff 
a fine mind, and so attached to the sciences, and what 
is called the belles-lettres, that if he had not acquired a 
very good reputation both by sea and ihe che- 

valier can inform you), 1 should imagine him to be one 
af those whose talents are an obstacle to theii fortune; 
but he knows very well how to make them agree, at the 
expense of his rest, indeed, for lie spends whole nip^;-& 
in reading, which is too much. 1 wish our : had 

only a half of this disposition; it would he sufTicient. 
It was a pleasure to hear him converse with my son, 
upon ancient and modern poets, history, philosophy, mo- 
rality ; he is acquainted with every thing, no subject 
comes amiss to him ; this is delightful. The ignoi amuses 
pfOfo quite in the back grouml ; and the G****s, with 
the counts de and de R*’^**, and their good 

things, had nothing to say ; we were very merry at their 
expense, Madame de Marbeuf sends you a thousarul 
aflcctionate compliments; and the abbe (T»ai u r sende 
you ten thousand respectful ones. Youi M. d’Aix has 
an abbey vs^orth (3000 livres a year, which hchuigid to 
the abbe de Soubise ; he will tell you it is worth twelve, 
you may abate one half 1 take my h ave, my bc- 
Ibved child; your brother is disposed to write to you. 
Send me itie^uzeiic of your health ; this is the source of 
my reposql^A^ou say the fountain of youth with me 
would be source of yoms; this is an idea which I 
consider as worthy of your friendship. 



MADAME DE S^VICNE. 




LETTER DCCCCXLVnL 

>- M. DE SEVIGNE TO THE SAME. 

The R<>cks, Sunday, November 20> l6Sf« 
i am once more, my beautiful little sister, with 
'r mamma, tlelighted to find her in perfect health, , 
d to find myself in repose at the Rocks, and ont"' 
of the states, and delighted to renew my 
>3spondence with you. My mother has preserved all 
*etters, v\hich have still to me the charms of no- 
velty, so that it is only since yesterday, that I have 
been informed of all you have said respecting me. I 
.hall ntither coinpliment nor thank you for what 
|pve written to my mother and to me, as you 
liow sensible I am to the testimonies of your friendsbifl, 

I was soon consoled at not having the deputation, when I 
piiceived I had not been deserted by M. de Chaulnes> 
as I had imagined. Y ou know that I always complain of 
crosses; those which have befallen me this year, were 
of a naiure which it was imp('ssible to forcs^ee ; for it 
is ( .crtaiii that out of the three powerful men in the pro- 
vince, there was.not one who was not strenuously my* 
fiii.'nd, and wliose interest was not connected with mine 
v\ i h rcgaid to the deputation ; so tliat it was much tnore 
their business than mine to etibet it. m Chaulnes, 
marshal (rEsiiees, ami M. de Lavardin, arel&qually op- 
ponents to ly. de i!^fcignelai, M. do Cavoie, and M. de 
Ccoilogon; and were nil disposed tu deprive their anta- 
^,/)nists of the satisfaction of appointing *a deputy, and 
to have one of their own nomination. I was the only 
^oue they all had in view', and it was, in fact, their in- 
lontion to appoint me. Marshal d’Estrees entertaiped 
hopes as long as he could ; he at length received the 
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mandate he so much dreaded, and which had 
‘ verth6less determined upon four months before, as I 
since been informed. You judge rightly that, being 
upon such terms with him, nothing unplea^apj 
happen to me during the .sitting of the siat^; I tell you 
this in confidence, for it would not be proper to publish 
marshal d’Rstrees^s earnest desire that M. de beignel^ 
and the friends of this minister should not succeed upon 
this occasion, though every one is acquainted with Ine 
misunderstanding that subsists hclween them. 


I am very happy to find that I shall soon be uncle to a 
colonel, and, perhaps, ere long great-uncle ; not indeed 
to an officer of such high rank ; but I shall console myself 
fof this, as the affront cannot be given to me without 

f our sharing in it. Adieu, my very beautiful little .sister; 

am going to resume my usual avocations with my mo- 
ther, amusing her by reading history, and taking care 
of her health; and 1 shall not, in your opinion, have 
much merit, for the short lime she slays, considering 
how well she i's at pre.sriit. 


LETTER DCrccXLlX. 

FROM MADAME DE SLVIGNL TO 'THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wedneaddy, Noveisiber 'Ja, 1689. 
Howdelighte<ptam, my dear child, that you have taken 
a little triplb Livri* ! You have so often celebrated this 
festival there, that if you had met me, you would not 
have thought any change had taken place, not even 
among the Sanguins, whom we have so often seen 
there, and w'ho are now masters of it, and all our old 
furniture devolved from abbe to abbe, and which will 

♦ Madame de Grigoan imagined she would be there upon St. Mar- 
tin’s day. 
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• 

ae in the state -you have seen them, for this 
oing to be settlecl as a patritnony in the fapiily. 
j charming weather, and so have we ; fine sun» 
Id air : madame de Marbeuf cannot help walk- 
gu^,ho IS not so strong as I arn. The abb4 
and I have been these two days settling with 
• mer; he is a very*honest man; but as his pre* 
-aor destroyed <»ur estate, nothing but repairs and 
vbacks stare tis in the fact , and I shall not receive a 
thing of J'^;j,))pusan(i pistoles he owes me, as the 
^duee has be»‘n applied for the last two years to re- 
.iiijt orvler ; th(‘3e are strange accounts ; but let this 
iso'e you, as it does me, it wdl be better in future. I 
ughly approve of your having avoided Lambese, the 
air being infooted with the smail-pox, a disorder ti^\ 
most cau'fully to be avoided. 1 shail not be surprii«4‘^> 
if the chevalier, with his comjdaints, to which the air, 
of Paris is so fita), should take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity of spending a wniier in your mild climate, now 
he is there: I should rather be astonished, if, finding 
himself better after using the waters of Balaruc, he did 
not on-jure the success of those baths, by the tempera- 
ture of the climate, which affords relief to all gouty pa- 
tients; so th It 1 am very far from thinking heuntends 
to leave ytm alone. 

I have received compliments from the abhe Bigonre on 
the marquises having obtained a regimei^^ I have just 
>vritten to the young colonel, and the compoiftion of this 
letter certainly gave me less trouble than your answer 
to madame de Vaudemont gave you : if absence, joined 
to a still farther separation, has doubled and increased 
the pomp of your gallimatia, you have great reason to 
he out of breath, to wipe ymur face, and cry like 
M. de la Souchc ; but you would not be the only one 
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who would have occasion to wipe his face, in 
to undtrstaiid you*: I say this in jest, for God ah^/ay 
bestowed on me suflficien* grace to undeistand yo\/^iei 
fectly.** You amuse yoursi If with building and 1111 .^’'^ 
all your apanmeitts, that are so connno(l'f*tt*Toitl ■'O di) 
ferent from ihe other pompous, ill- finished biuldingis 
there is much more reason in what you are doing. \ <i 
ask me what books we wv leading. When we 
company, reading is hdd aslile ; but before ti>c intcilng 
of the states, we lead some I'Mle bt'oks that scarcely 
took US up a ivoroeiit: — Aialionut 11., who took f’on- 
stantinopie from the last emperor (if the Fast; this .s a 
great event, so .siogului, Liilliant, and extraordinary, 
thi^.we are carric d away with it ; and it happened but 
hundred and thirty-six years ago : — the Conspiracy 
;^Portugal, which is very fine; the Variations of M. de 
3d[eau3|: a volume of the History of the Church, the se- 
cond is too full of the detail of the councils, and there- 
fore might be tedious; /e? Iconoclastcs and the Arianism 
of Maimbourg ; this author is detestable, his style dis- 
agreeable ; be is always desirous of being satirical, and 
compares Arius, a princess, and a courtier, to M. Ar- 
nauld, madame de Longuevilie, and Treville; but set- 
ting as^e these fooleries, the historical passages are so 
very fine, the council of Nice so admirable, that it is 
read with pleasure ; and as he brings us dowm to Theo- 
dosius, we shall find consolation for all our evils in the 
•legant style of M. de Flechier f. We skim over other 

• Madame dc S($vign<? here ridicules letters that arc too elaborately 
written, too much studied, and therefore affected ; what would she not 
have said, could she have foreseen the time when all the various styles 
furnished fre<jueiit examples of this very defect, and, by aiming at wit 
and novelty, pains were tali en to become uniuteUigible ? 

f Esprit Flechier, bishop of Nimes, author of the Life pf 
Hieodosiui. 
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/^T/e have once more dipped into the Abbadie, 
JXve shall resume it again with my son, who reads 
^ ad^Vuat)ly ; thus, my dear child, the tune glides away 
. j it is at present an object of great im- 

>prtanc^L.^ It* I had found owl the source of your re^ 
iose ([ nevjr met with so pretty an expression), if I had 
o^ind :i, i sito ild he a prodigal of time, as formerly, I 
.m nu>re i ' at t!ie lime you have lost in losing the 
■oumv; 1 hoped It would remain with j' on much 
:• ; Sr\i:,^was a source of justice; I wish 

t !i\dt lijum tiiC health of the present pope, 

or not hi ” 1 ^ IS tcJki'd of but tlie soundness of his consti^ 
ulion a his arf. vi:y. 

1 have read at intervals the Life of the Duke d'Eper- 
on, which has highly amused me. You must tell 
, }rne Lambese news; alas! will not poor madamei^ 
anet be very mucii grieved ? wdiy did not her itusb^tsilf 
Dunain peaceably with her? what did he ti^eiid to<W 
141 ihut cursed galley f The life of man is a oiere trifle, ii 
sron over; in all these histories it passes so swiftly, 
•w of the heroes live to my age! hut no more of thai^ 
wue r;'flf’Ctinn is FuGficient. My i-on, his dear wife, and 
madaii'.e iVl'.ii heuf, send you a tliousaud remembrances; 
the abbe Charier a thousand co»fi[jlimerits. I am mu<^ 
obliged to this abbe ; he lakes ufjoii him all my Businesi 
of Loiver llrit/any, w^hicb is not inconsiderable, and 
which I could not have done at Paris; ^d after ali 
this, my child, I only’ ask the happiness of seeing you 
again, and embracing you with my whole heart. 
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LETTER DCCCCL. 


TO THE same. 


The Rocks, Sunday, NovemWr 27> 3689. 

I HAVE not received your letter; these clehiys mortify, 
but do not now alarm me; I am accust(»rued to the ca- 

C es of the post, 1 am quite of M. de Coui tin's opi- 
t; your presenee would b ’ ju ry nee^^ssary at cour 
for your son; nothing is so certain, and this is one oi 
the reasons that make us murmur against inipossibdities ; 
this is the cause of all obstacles and of all disasters. Do 
wlun we used .s<>metimes to say, there is 
^^othing so ruin<»U8 as the want of money > we fw.rrectly 
^fi^erstood each other. Rut will not the liitle colonel 
you a visit? what can prevent him, after having 
^ttirne^JlIianka, and paid his court for a short time? I 
expect to hear from you upon this subject; you can 
never enter too fatty into every thing that concerns you ; 
it is my true interest. 

. I should also be glad to hear some Larnbesc news, 
and, what humiliation M, d' Arles has sutlered tVom the 
; wooden arm upon his seat, which did not appear to me 
.to touch him ; 1 am still of the same opinion. 1 forgot 
on Wednesday to enclose a note of (’oiul(^!ence, wdilcli I 
had written to poor madame du Janet, 1 have sent it 
to Paris, and you will receive it by way of Poirier; 1 
find I have some fceloigs for Provence, which lead me 
to believe that 1 shall some day return thither. Ma- 
dame de la Fayette informs me of the preparations she 
is making for her son's nuptials. She has converted her 
little chamber into a cabinet, she has given me an idea 
of it, give me one of you ; I know not what you, 
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j^ears ; if I were to see you pass^ I should not 
ou. % 

iare reading the Life of Theodosius; nay son in- 
’'eases its value by his manner of reading it; it is 
allyabje. piece of writing I ever met with ; the 
yle is admirable; but such a book lasts us only two 
; I had read it, and yetit was new to me. I should 
i sorry, for instance, if Paulina had no taste for his- 
ry ; romances should on^ be foils la such productions, 
herwise they arc^jernicious. Madame dc Marbeuf 
xommodates herself to our reading; and we accom- 
odate ourselves to her card-table, when there are per- 
u rrners: she is a worthy, generous woman, who is ca- 
ible of loving, and who adores you. The abb6 Cha- 
sr is gone for a few days to a living he has near Vitrd^ 
really sometimes admire the goodness of Providailw 
wards me ; he is so necessary to me in the ^^iness ^ 
ive to transact in Lower Britany, that if hVwere 
;esent at Lyons, as he ought naturally to be, 1 know 
3t what I should do. 

Madame de Chaulnes has received a brief from her 
iend the pope, conceived in the most obliging terms 
ossible. Popes do not usually allow that they arc in*, 
ebted for their exaltation to any one; but you wilL 
nd that his present holiness does not hesitate to say^, 
hat he owes it to the ambassador according to the king*# 
itentions. 1 enclose you a copy of this brief ; my son 
ays it is badly translated, but the sense is good. The 
bbe Bigorre ha# sent me the holy fathePs picture ; I 
loubt not that he will send you one also; his counte- 
nance promises longevity. If Avignon had been held 
ipon hi8 life, it would have remained with us a consi- 
Ic^ble time: but that chwl to die at the end of the 6rst 
T ! you, however, made so good a use of ihat^owrcc 
ill justice i that 1 thought heaven would preserve it 
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for you ; but vve are not acquainted with the mcretj 
of that country ; the only certainty is, that wj mu^ 
submU to them. Coulanges paid his compliments to tlfe 
pope in Italian : he was in the circle of the fiist^udience, 
when the ambassador was ncconipani^p! through the 
streets by fifty coaches, and a great crowd of people ; 
it was a very fine sight, an^ after having received ffem 
the pope every paternal attention in public, he was 
r^ut up with his holiness two hours in his closet ; whut 
^^iissed is still a secret. Coulang^s^tti^) paid his shou 
compliment, the holy father answered with much good 
jllU^our and politeness ; he told him he had heard of 
^adame de Coulanges, and that she must come to Itome 
^ith madame de Chaulnes; this will not be forgotten. 
^\pretty girl said a ridiculous thing the other day at 
Jlenfies, very much in the style of madame de Cou- 
piliges’f^igrams. You know M. de la Tremouille with 
fine figure ^nd plain face; he was looking at another 
lady, to whom he was playing oft’ the lover, turned 
his back upon her; instead of being embarrassed, she 
said vyith great sprightliness, ‘‘ It is certainly io meht is 
making lave/* Is not this madame de Coulanges herself? 
dBut such sallies are agreeable every where, when they 
||ire natural. These are trifles, indeed, my dear child ; 
1^0 might enter upon more serious subjects ; but they 
Would be melancholy, and we are very distant from 
tach other: you know how sensibly they affect me; 
this is enough for a day in which 1 have nothing to 
answer. Inform me what the major-generals sell their 
tegiments for. Adieu, my best and dearest child ; tell 
me a few particulars of your health in the gaaette style ; 
for you have countries, alas ! which were formerly much 
ravaged ; give me some account of them ;> I cannot re* 
fleet upon former times without emotion^ and gratitadt 
to God* 
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LETTER DCCCCLL 

TO THE SAME. 

, Tlie Rocks, Wednesday, November 30, 168f. 
much I am obliged tg you for having sent me M* 
Saint P^.uanges^s Idler! It is a pleasure to see, really 
o wsee, an attestation of the wisdom and merit of our 
narquis formed exprj^\^]y for this age ; you are not 
forgotten in it : 1 am delighted at having read this letter, 
and I return it you with a thousand thanks. I have no 
doubt that you will be allowed to sell the marquis’s com- 
pany, and I w'ait for this joyful ^ent. 

I always interest myself in what concerns the cb^ 
valier ; not because he amuses himself with rea^ 
and liking my letters ; on the contrary, 1 take ^ 
liberty of laughing at him for this ; but beoanse hiji 
head is very well turned, and agrees wonderfully 
with his heart: but how is it, since he is fond of tb 5 | 
kind of reading, that be does not give himself the 
pleasure of perusing your letters before you send them I 
They are truly worthy of his attention. When I shtrvi 
them to my son and his wife, we feel their beauty. 
My friend Guebriac saw the passage respecting Lfl 
Montbrun the other day ; it very much surprised hint^ 
it was a lively and amusing [licture. In short, 015 
child, it is fortunate that niy letters please you ; ho^ 
often otherwise would you be tired f M, de Grignai 
has not then lent me his assistance in that, where ] 
spoke of the masterly stroke of having deprived thi 
pope-maker of tfc nomination of deputies for the go 
▼ernor of Britany, I am sure that neither the chevalie 
n<^ you tould fail to be convinced of the truth o 
I said: that blood which circulates so warmly i] 
yie chevalier’s vein^ could not be frozen with regard % 
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the interests of great lords and governors of provinces. 
I also hope that be has adopted my sentiments upon the 
ill-judged pride of the archbishopric of Arles, for the 
archbishop is out of the question ; but I perhaps flat- 
ter rayself in vain upon these occasioris.:^..,J, sbBuid, 
however, like this ingenuousness, if united to so many 
good things ; and, if it were in my favour, I shou"*d 
he quite proud of it. Let us now talk of his gout and 
fever ; they seem to reign alternately, the gout in the 
room of fever, tlie fever in the roOlli* W gout ; he may^ 
choose ; and I am of your opinion, that the reigning 
power is always the most disagreeable ; in short, it is a 
|g^at misfortune that such a man should be obliged to 
^)^p his bed. 

^then you were struck wdtli an expression of madame 
la F^j^tte's, blended with so much friendship*. 
J^OUgh t say to myself that this is a truth which should 
'not be forgotten, 1 confess I was all astonishment at it ; 
for I yet feel no sort of decay that puis me in mind of 
it. I cannot, however, refrain from calculating and 
reflecting, and I find that the conditions of life are very 
hard.^'It seems to me thatl have been dragged against 
willtoi the fatal period, when old age must be en- 
plured ; 1 see it, 1 have attained it; and 1 would, at 
f^oast, contrive not to go beyond it, n(»t to advance in 
^ihe road of infirmities, pain, loss of memory, disfigure^ 
'merits which are ready to lay hold of me; and I hear 
a voice which says, You must go on, in spite of your- 
ielf; or, if you will not, you must die, an alternative 
Bt which nature recoils. Such, however, is the fate of 
those who have reached a certain period.: jbut a return 
to the will of God, and to that universal law which is 


♦ Thii expression was, “'Yc);! t»e old.** Ste the letter of tb 
October. 
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^imposed upon us, restores reason to its place, and makes 
^ us call in patience to our aid : summon it also^ my 
dearest child; and let not your too aflectionate heart 
excite you to shed tears which reason must condemn, 

I had no great difficulty in refusing the offers of my 
friends ; I had only to answer them, Paris is in Pro^ 
vcjtccy as you said, Paris is in Britan^; but it is extra- 
ordinary tliat you should feel it in the same way I did* 
Paris, then, is so truly in Provence with respect to 
me, that I would^\r'« vhis year be any where else than 
where I am. Passing the winter at the Rocks sounds ter- 
rific : alas ! my child, it is the most agreeable thing in 
the world ; I sometimes laugh, and say. This, then, is 
what is called passing a winter jUi the woods. Madatne 
de Coulanges said to me, the other day,Leave your damp 
Rocks ! Damp / I replied : you are damp, if you please 
Brevanes is damp, but we are upon an eminence ; you 
might as well say. Your damp Montmartre. When the 
sun shines, it penetrates on every side into these 
woods; it is a dry soil, exposed to the direct rays of 
the meridian sun, so that the most delicate constitution 
could not take cold ; and the setting sun has a fine 
cfl’cct from the end of a long grove : when it rains, we 
have a good room, a good fire, and two card-tables; 
this is now the case, as we have a good deal of com- 
pany, who do not interrupt me, for I do as 1 please; 
when we have none, we are still better off, as reading 
affords a pleasure superior to every other. Madame de 
Marbeuf is very good; she enters into our taste; but 
she will not always be with us. I wished to tell you 
this, that your friendship might be at rest. 

My daughter-in-law is delighted with what you say 
o^icr ; I make no secret of it, and she desires me 
jpy every thing that is kind and grateful, in return for 
fthe praises you bestow on her, M. Courtin's friendship 
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for you^ claims many from me ; he is a 
frie^d^ and not afraid of speaking in y r 
but this is not a very proper time to req ; .. 
and gratifications, when considerable augmentations are 
asked on every side. Tell me what pensions are re- 
tn^ched ; not, I trust, M. de Grignan’s, or a Menin’s ? 
If so, I shall be in despair. You will see M. du Plessj^ ; 
he has written to me, and gives me to understand that 
his domestic plan does not succeed ; and that instead of 
being comfortable and independ^ntr-^s he expected, he 
has thought of nothing but quitting his house ; so that 
he will be with M. de Vins, in Provence, for two months. 
He will relate his griefs to you ; he seems to have been 
taken in with respect to interest ; I am very sorry for 
it; tell me what you learn from him. You certainly 
ought to send me M. de Grignan's speech; as he is 
aatisfied with it, I shall be still more so. Tell him how I 
summoned him to my aid, and upon what occasion. You 
spare me very much in your letters, I am aware of it ; 
you pass slightly over things that are unpleasant, but 1 
feel them as much as you do. It is a great comfort 
that the chevalier is with you ; he is the only person in 
whom you can confide, and the only one that can be 
more affected than yourself at what concerns you ; he 
knows how worthy I am to talk with him upon this 
subject: we are so much in the same interest, that a 
natural union must necessarily subsist between us. A 
thousand kindnesses to my dear Paulina; I have a very 
good opinion of her little sprightliness, and her curtseys : 
you love her, you amuse yourself with her ; this de- 
lights me ; she answers your questions verybujnorously. 
Good heavens! ray dear child, when will the time 
come that 1 shall see and embrace you, and that d,ar 
child also? I long for this period ; I will 
ibe first prospect I have of it. 
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LETTER DCCCCUL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sandsy, December 4, 

I THANK you for your letter of the 24th of Novem- 
ber ; it is full of confidence and friendship, and in- 
forms me of what 1 wished to know. 1 told you 
I showed my son only such letters as I chose h( 
should see ; this is certainly one of the number. Wc 
had some sensible people here the other day, who, 
on reading what relates to your son^s regiment," 
the gazette, immediately exdidmed that ^ the 
colonel would die of no expense to his fath^ 
mother; and that his two uncles, who were 8Uch"g$^l 
lords, would certainly support him. 1 could not'^ji 
shrugging my shoulders internally, and lefb 'theifiU tc 
think as they pleased. You cannot surprise mfe ii 
speaking of the chevalier's friendship aUttt kindness j 
they are great indeed : it is he, I find, who wishes U 
furnish you with the means of paying him; this is a 
singular stratagem ; but the difficulty consists in find- 
ing the money, though the security is good. 
could not M. de la Garde procure you this trifling sum i 
I find fault with every one ; no one exerts himseU 
sufficiently. Would to God I were possessed of a smal] 
transferable sum ! 1 would soon send it to you ; but 1 
have nothing but vile lands that produce stones instead 
of bread. 1 am, therefore, good for nothing but tc 
talk, to fi]S^ fault with what is amiss, to pity you, anc 
feel keenly your misfortunes ; alas ! you see the rest : 
* pnd yet you see nothings neither do L I conjure you tc 
■^let me know the sequel of these important and uxgeni 
'“Tairs : be not afraid of afflicting me ; my sorrow ii 
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greater when I suffer alone, and am only . . 
things generally. Yonr assembly, I find, ' 
a fortnight, and our states three weeks: their sittings 
will hereafter be still shorter, for the only object now if 
the free gift. M. d'Aix ought to be satisfied that M. 
d^Arlea has resigned his place to him : can this be called 
pride ? It is so, however, and is highly gratifying ‘o 
the archbishop of Aix. These two pi ides, one of whom 
remains, and the other w'ho goes away, will agree very 
well together. If M. d’Arles thinks he has caught M. 
d^Aix, he will be sure of success, for he always con- 
founds his enemies upon these terms. I know not whe- 
ther I shall be in a humour to write to M. d^Aix upon 
this abbey ; it is not better than my comoliraent. 
Tell me all that follows; and when you have found 
money to pay the chevalier out of his own estate-^ah, 
how easy it is to comprehend this feeling! I am not 
over-much pleased with the prudent La Garde; I do not 
find that generosity and gratitude are virtues be much 
practises; I wish they had their turn with the rest. 
Let me know when you have leave to sell the marquis's 
company. 

How good it is of you to form Paulina’s mind, and to 
teach her to dance ! You will improve her more than 
Desairs ; she has only to look at you, and imitate you. 
Is she tall ? is she graceful ^ I thank her for not having 
confounded me with the grandmothers she hales : thank 
Heaven, I escape! I very much approve the regimen 
and preservative which she takes, by her confessor’s 
prescription, against the Pastor Fido; it is like the 
rhubarb and marmalade which I saw madame de Pom- 
ponne,take before dinner; but she afterwards ate champi- 
gnons andsallad, and adieu to the marmalade: you, d^i 
Paulina, are to make the application. But do you not 
adore your dear and excellent mamma .5* Doyou not tl*^*:A. 
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^elf happy in seeing h^r, looking at h^/ listening 
her, and hearing her? Each of these words h^s its 
Segree. 1 know not, my dear child, where. M. de 
Grignan is, or where you are, or where the chevalier 
is : you lalked of a journey to Lambesc ; the air of the 
small-pox always alarms me. Pay my compliments as 
• yeu can ; accept my son’s ; his wife will not write to 
you till you have obtained permission to sell your com- 
pany ; she looks to the main chance : she is charmed 
.with your friendship and approbation. Madame de 
Marbeuf is still here, and the abb4 Charier; this is just 
the company we like : they send you a hundred thousand 
compliments. We have fine weaUier, and we walk ; I 
wear your cloak, w hich I vei'y inuch like, and it does 
me both honour and profit ; it is admired and praised : 
it is a present fro?n my daughter. Do not imagine that I 
am in a dark solitary w'ood, with an owl upon ray head ; 
this is not the idea: nothing passes so insensibly as a 
winter in the country ; the prospect of it is worse than 
the reality. My health is still very good^ give me a 
circumstantial account of yours. 

LETTER DCCCCLIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

I'lie Rockn, Wednesday, December 7, 1689. 

I HAVE told you, my dear child, that when once wc 
are settled in the country, the months of November 
and December are not difficult to pass. Your north 
wind, however, greatly terrifies me; we have no such 
tempests here. 1 would not have you lose any of the 
goc3 company that is now wdth you; and I could wish, 
iP the chevalier’s health be not restored this winter. 
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iliitftmbeF 'At Paris: this would be a comfort 
both/ You* are resolved then to pass the w 
Grignan^ leaving the game to M. d^Aix, and setting 
forth the reasons which prevent your holding your 
court at Aix for three or four months, as was customary 
with M, de Grignan. But do you not hof>e to see your 
son this winter ? 1 cannot cohceive that any thing can 

prevent his coming to you. My son and I were ad- 
miring, the other day, how you had pushed him for- 
ward in life, in order to hx him in the station that was 
so proper for him, the command of his uncle^s regi- 
.ment: all this has been very happily brought about, 
and M. de Grignan crowned all in sending him to make 
the first campaign at Phiiipsburgh, which cost you so 
, many tears. The academy, the musketeers, and even 
the company of light horse, could not have advanced 
him so much as these three sieges with the dauphin, 
and the contusion so prettily and so coolly received : 
in short, our utmost wisl^s have been hitherto accom- 
plished ; may God support and conduct the rest. 

Madame de Vins has written to me respecting the 
regiment^ like a true friend, she is delighted : she in- 
forms me that M. de Vins has taken M. du Plessis with 
him ; this I knew, and told you ; you will see him, and 
he will acquaint you with his grievances. It is easy to 
see that the poor man has been imposed upon ; this is a 
pity ; but marriage should not be engaged in so incon- 
siderately.* The weather has been tremendous for these 
six days past. There are now two card-tables in my 
apartment, occupied by madame de Marbeuf, the abbe 
Charier, and others : this is very well ; when they are 
gone, we shall resume our books with pleasure. Mj 
health still continues good, you talk very superficially o 
yours; how are your spirit?, your side, your colic 
In short, are you handsome ? for that determines aR 
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LETTER DCCCCyV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Ro^, Sunday, December il, 1689. 

^ I Begin by exclaiming against the s^ix deniers ; a sum ] 
have never heard mentioned since the loan of the miscJ 
in Moliere's play. I suppose you meant to say six ani 
'a per cent, which I have heard of in Provence 
but tne former sum is so usurious^ that 1 do not think i 
notary would draw up a contract upon such terms : it wouk 
be paying 1666 livres 13 sols fo^f<l 0,000 livres ; which w 
not at all in the usual course of loans : in short, 1 Siam 
in need of an explanation, for I cannot believe you ai 
the first word. I agree with you in regard to the rea- 
sons that urge you more than all the bailififs in Christen- 
dom to pay the chevalier, not only in part, but Ihc two 
th^msand pistoles* ; nothing can be more just ; I am 
quite of your opinion. 

Like you, I have found all we have thought and felt, 
with regard to the little abbey, very singular. Such a 
turn of fancy seldom occurs: you may call it childish 
weakness, or whatever you please; but it is certain that 
these Sanguiiis, this Villeneuve, the idea of old Pavin*!*, 
our ancient acquaintances, are so confounded with our 
garden and forest, that it appears to me like the same 
thing, and not only as if we had lent it to them, but as 
if it were still our own, since we are certain of finding 
our furniture, and the same persons we so frequently 

* The price of the regiment. 

•f* Denis Sanguin de Saint-Pevin, one of riie most pleasing poets of 
Ills time, died in l67o. 
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^ In shorty my child^ we deserveo ► 

Iccodpt of the lo?c we had, and still have, ^ . 

Jighii&l retreat. 

You praise me <00 highly for the quiet life 1 lead 
here 5 nothing gives me pain but your absence. If it 
be necessary to raise the value of this retreat, to give 
courage to certain people, 1 consent ; but otherwise, 
you forget that Paris is in Provence for me, that every 
thing is equal to me, that I could not pass niy time 
better, and that I do not deserve praise for this jour-, 
ney, but for the one I took when I left you at Paris, 
and which maternal tenderness and polic}^ and the last 
commands of the good abbe, to resUre to my son the 
lands 1 had enjoyed, compelled me to take, five or six 
years ago. It was this that gave me real sorrov^', be- 
cause 1 quitted you ; for which 1 was deservedly pun- 
ished by a narrow escape from being drowned, and a 
sore. leg. At present, my love, my expenses sleep, or 
rather slumber, for I have always my house and little 
household at Paris, and am at some expense here ; but 
all thi.s is so trifling, that I find means to remit some 
money, \W)ich is a relief to my mind, and calls those 
charming virtues, which highly extol, into 

action. Wlieii 1 have settled, as I hope to do, my 
aflf'airs in Britan}^ I shall think of nothing but going to 
meet you. 1 shall pass through Paris, which is the 
theatre of all nations, and perhaps, by that time, you 
will think of coming thither. In short, we shall see 
what Providence ordains with respect to our plans; 
sve must do as well as we can till the autumn of 90. 
The journey of my son and his wife to Bourbon, seems 
to me like a vision. This, my dear child, is all I can 
say to you to-day. 

The little colonel has wTitten to me, to his uncle, and 
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cousin*, to inform us of liis promotionX^e had 
at* yet received our congratulatory Jettet^ Iw owns 
lat he is deli;?hted to find himself at the head of such 
a handsome troop, and to he able to say, my regiment; 
that this is somewhat juvenile, but he is only eighteen, 
lie tells us how the last years of his life have been 
hurried on ; I would s<. ndyou this letter, but I like it so 
much, that ] am unw illing to part with it. You seem 
to be more apprehensive for me, at being the giandam 
of a colonel, than of a captain of cavalry : you cany 
your aliection too far, my dear countess; I have moie 
courage than you have, and I would willingly be so to 
a married colonel; if lit* were to have a son by the end 
of the year, I should he delightrfc!: We should accus- 
tom our.-elvos to think of the worst that can happen j 
there are some passages in your fetters, upon this sub- 
ject, so aftlctionatc and so natural, that they call forth 
a gratitude and tenderness that are not easily described; " 
w(i must say, as you do sometimes, God knows it, 

1 have spoken to you of rnaclame de Coulanges, but 
what you say is more to the purpose. It is true that 
this sin of hers will not fail to find indujgence ; ^he wdll 
turn this new friend (Alexander VJII.) to whatever pur- 
pose she pleases, and he vrill, for some time, be the 
best piece in her purse; but I give you back your own 
words, She is my friend, you know it well ; you 
will not betray me.^^ Madame de la Fayette informa 
me that madame de Coulanges is in a good road j*; and 
that she will endeavour to get into one also, as soon as 
her son is married. Tell me, my dear countess, how 

♦ The young marebionets dc S6v\gn6 thought herself too little to be 
callec^ amit* 

•f* That is, that she 'ivas becoming religious, by giving a few hoort 
less to the world> and a few more to the church and directors of coa- 
^nce. 

o 5 
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to pass the winter in your ch&U : 
with hurricanes that make om 
M* do Grignan will very much regret the loss of ma-^ 
dame d^Oppede’s charming society. For my part, I sink 
quietly to the grave^ in these woods : 1 sometimes do 
not stir out of my room for a whole week. I never 
think of it when it rains ; and when it is fine, it is like 
summer, on account of the fineness of the soil ; for the 
last two days, the sun has been warm and brilliant ; it 
is very mild ; this is the weather in which I walk. At 
length, you would approve my conduct ; what can be‘ 
more comprehensive than this ? For three weeks past 
we have had very pleasant and accommodating visitors ; 

1 mean, the abb4 Charier and madame de Marbeuf. 
They leave us to-morrow: they send you a thousand 
thousand compliments ; I could have wished that you 
hzd answered the first, but you did not suppose they 
would have staid here so long. Cards enliven a house ; 

I fear that yours have cost you some money, as well as 
M. de .Grignan, for I know your ill luck. 

(have been much surprised that your province should 
so considerably have increased its present to the king : 
«idien JVI. de Gifignan entered upon his oflice, it was only 
hundred tboiaand crowns, and after the first year, it 
was five hundred thousand. We have received an edict 
from Paris respecting the toptljd^^ The king, the dau- 
phin, and Monsieur, have sent alliSheir plate to the mint, 
wthich will produce some millions, and furnish money, 
which was very much wanted. You r:.Aculate in the 
midst of your disorder, my dear child, and turn your 
thesis in every possible way; this shows a vein of the 
solid understanding of the poor Viorthy; it is always 
much better to know what we are doing, than to live r 
if we were blind, deaf, 'and dumb. 

By the bye, talking of deafness, 1 entreat you to mali^ 
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chevalier dread as much as I do, this soraoi family 
i.^order. Another by the bye, respectiD^*ramHy : INT, 
_e Lamoignon has obtained the reversion of M. de Ne- 
mond^s post ; it belonged to the late first president ; the 
king has wrought this miracle ; for William thought that 
the word reversion would kill him. I am delighted that 
our neighbour * has at length obtained this place, and 
will not die in his own. Youf s<m is in a straifgO place, 
Kajifsers-lMutem^', if this were a Breton word, it could 
^not be worse. He tells us he is going to apply himself 
reading; he is right, for it is a disgraceful thing to 
be ignorant; since he loves war, he must like the his- 
tories that treat of it; advise him to employ his time 
usefully while he lemains in .thaft^strange city. But wtlk 
he not pay you a visit ? I shall be as much surprised as 
you to see him once more a firebrand with the tone rfa . 
commander : God preserve him» ' 


FKOM M. DE SEVIGNE. 

I AM quite of your opinion, my dear little sister; I as- 
sure you, I think no more of the deputation, since, 
obtain it, I must have again become a courtier or 
warrior. It was not properly settled, that, in order to aH'J 
tain this dignity, one of these qualities was absolutely?^ 
necessary ; and the moment I found it was so, 1 thought 
of nothing but retiring from the post to which I had 
been appoint'' d, and retired more pleased than ever with* 
my humble rciieat ; but;I do not give up the pleasure of 
paying you a visit, whidh I long for more impatiently 

* Clirlstian Francb de Lamoignon, son of Wiiltam de Lamoignon, 
fifsl president of the parliament of Paris, was advocate>genera1, and if- 
icrwards president it mortier to the parliament of Paris. 

•f* A town of Germany in the Lower Palatinate, upon the little river 
l^^uter. It is also called Casefouter. 
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iliaii I carfc^xprcss. Madame dti Mauron ^ : 
j^rWy.-TO*'Jiourboii, as a seitled thing, and 
tJi^e daughter and me with her: this jou 
not y<^t foVm any part of my mother's plan; we suu.. w 
how Providence wdll arrange them both. I am glad 
that you are satisfied with your sister-in-law; I can 
assure.yoti l.epyied her very much the pleasure of my 
mother'^ society, which 1 should infinitely have prefer-'* 
cd to the mad gaieties of the states. We have paid our 
compliments to the new colonel, who has also written 
to us very prettily, to inform us of his new dignity ; he 
«eems as proud of it as a young man of his age must 
naturally be. God know’S how heartily 1 wisli liini suc- 
cess; 1 wish it as much as I do health to liis father, 
whom I embrace most adcctiunately, and you too, my 
iiavely little sister/ 

LETTER DCCCCLV. 

TO THE same. 

llie Ru(k->, Wetlncsdiy, l)eccml)cr 14, 1689. 
f If the chevalier read your letters, lie would not seek 
&:for amusement in those that come fiom such a distance. 
^What you told mo the other day of lavri, — which we 
have leiit fnM. Sangum, allowing him even to make a 
fountain there, — thisv\hclo passage* -me concerning 
madame dc Coulangcs, and ev^' '^ssions of 

regard, are animated and agj the 

sprightliness of your style ' h 

thorny, perplexing, overwhelming busin; . t 

dear child, all the admiration is due to 
to me. I am alone like a violet, easily t 
hold no place, no rank in the world, except 


• M. de SIvigud’# motlicr-in-kw. 
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ft,,, which I esteem more than all the and in 
i hearts of my friends. What I do is^ot^jfficait 
perform ; but for you, in the rank you hold, in the 
most brilliant and most populous province in France, to 
unite economy wiih the magnificence of a governor, is 
scarcely credible, and I cannot believe it will last long, 
particularly with your sen’s expenses, which every day 
fiicrease. As these thoughts often disturb my repose, t 
fear that you, being nearer the abyss, are still more sub- 
ject to painful reflections; this, my dear countess, is my 
grief, for solitude is not at all irksome to me. Our 
pleShiant^ visitors have left us ; I have, at the same time, 
driven away my son and Ids wife ; the former is gone to 
his aunt's, the otlicr to pay a^biig^neglected visit. I 
have sent them both their (iili'ercnt ways; this 
])loased me highly: wc shall meet again in two dayi^ 
and shall relish each odier's society the more. I am not 
indeed alone, for I am beloved in this country ; I had a 
visit yestt rday fiom two very pleasant men, both 3fo» 
linists ; I was not tired of them. I have books, work* 
men, fine weather; if my dear child were more com^ 
fortable, w hat, with the hope of seeing her again, could 
I desire ? 

1 have written to the marquis, though I had before 
paid him my compliments of congratulation; I entreat 
him to read in that glomny arrison, wliere he has no- 
thing to do; ^ ince be is fond of war, Jt 

is unnati ' lion to see books on the 

8ubi#’c<^, A ' • “ with persons who excel- 

!• ' 1 • i. I scu.dlbim, I torment him, and I h<^ 

, ork a reformation: this will be the first dooi 
.sed to open to us. I am not so uneasy at 
.ond of his bed, knowing be will never fail in 
^ncerns bis fame, as 1 am at bis being fond of 
ning. 1 point out that this is certain rain: if be 
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" pl^s buHittle, be can lose but little ; but it is a stnsll^ 
rain tbptr^akes us wet through: if he plays oflen, ' 
will find himself deceived, he must pay ; and if he has 
no money> he must either forfeit his word, or break in 
upon his necessary expenses. We are unlucky too from 
Ignorance ; for, without t^ing cheated, it happens that 
we almost constantly lose. In short, my child, it would 
a bad thing both for him, and for yon, who would 
feel the effects of it. The marquis, therefore, would be 
fortunate to have a taste for reading, like Paulina, who 
charmed to learn and improve. Delightful, happv 
disposition ! which places us out of the reach of ei^iui 
'and idleneim, two hateful monsters. Romances are soon 
read ; 1 ccmld wish Paulina to have some order in the 
tibmce of histories, that she would begin at one end, and 
at the other, and thus acquire a slight but gene- 
knowledge of every thing. Do you say nothing to 
3her respecting geography ? We will resume this convei^ 
sation another time. D’Avila*^ is admirable, but we 
like him better when we are a little acquainted with 
^Ihat Ikads to that:period, such as Lewis XIL Francis I. 

so on. It is your place, my child, to govern and 
borrect ; it is your duty, and you know it. With re- 
sect to every thing else, 1 have no doubt that in a very 
pmrt time you will make her very amiable and pleas* 
ll^ j good sense, and an earnest desire of obliging you, 
wa sufficient 

ybu tell me you expect ?!. ';e V a*. dinner ; had 
rn& not been apprised of it, yoif would Lien asto- 
to sec M, du Plessis beh^d luva; be vT\ relate 

ili^ri kfM oes to you ; he has told them to me in 
iilid mo to expect the remainder. He seems to 

Autbot of m. History of th« CtvU Wars of Fnnce, which contains 
I the memombfe events Irom the death of Henrv IL in 1539. to the 
aaee oSNirvlna in 159&. 
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Lted and doped, with regard to fort^neA^d^ 
t BO ioclioation to he rid of his 
hould the rest» though he ha$ assured I) 

honour is in no way impeached; God grant |t may bif 
so! This is very foolish nevertheless; for there a^ 
things which should be undertakea seriously and prh^ 
dently ; for instance^ marriage. M. de la Fayette wasmarv: 
^-ied the day before yesterday^ (Monday the 12tb) 
was to return to dinner at his mother’s, and to sleep 
M. de Maril lac’s ; supposing then, as I believe, there ^ 
young countess de la Fayette, you may think yo^| 
h^r your son say, ** 1 have been dancing all nighi 
witnSiSdame de la Fayette; I have played at battl^^ 
dore, and a thousand other games, with her ; I havt 
run races with her/* How this wuld surprise you ! T|l^ 
young countess is very lively, and the marquis is 
her first friends. Our madame de la Fayette approi|p 
and wishes to imitate every thing the chevalier does^ 
she loves and esteems him; but the chevalier’s 
able gout renders him proud, and almost insensible Ur 
all my friend’s advances. Here is a great d^al ^of idip 
chat, my dear child; but I know you like it, 
not sorry that you have given me an afternoon’s amu 
nient. 

LETTF / DCCCCLVL 



>1 V > Sunday, December 18 , I6S9. ' 

» to send yoii ^ttM 

.xy father to madame 4^ 
^ .*e remark, that he dooi ‘ 

. . ^ , ' ' orhost in the election of a pope ^ 

ved the sincere avowal he makes of bein^ 
wU to France and the ambassador for his ele<^ 
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; this added to the praises and friendslfijj^ 

which he honours our duchess, appeared to me 
worthy of attention. 1 haye no fear that the Holy- 
Ghost wiU be offended at being so little celebrated in 
the conclave ; he knows very well, and so do we, that 
it is he who creates iheni : we, the disciples of provi- 
dence, are not to be deceived, and we know l)y how 
many ways, how many agents, and how many wills, he 
tronstantly performs what he determines. I have a high 
Opinion of the letter you are writing to M. Selletier, 
Without knowing either the particulars or Uie siihjecti 
and I am persuaded that you make a very good of 
tSis Holy Ghost, which has deprived you ol’ Avignon. 
Your son appears to me an officer of great consetju rice ; 
his place is enviable, and surpasses ^^bat you could have 
eiltpected at his ago; all the inea«uiv.s were so just and 
po "well taken, that not a moment has been lost; no 
Cl4>sses, but the most agreeable circumstances, have at- 
tended him ; in short, my dear, if you arc not satisfied, 

I know not what will please you, and this conij^any 
which you are going to sell seems to crown the whole. 

I’ plainly perceive that the marquis will remain some 
tinae atCaselouter : these winter wars are sometimes as 
^ful as campaigns ; we make ourselves known : the* 
jlg^hbourhood of Meiitz is a confidential post; you 
yw>te in this idea, since you have scruples about the 
which you display by your fire-side ; it is the 
chevalier’s society that hi^^ . you Partial dispo- 
Idtion. I can fancy I see the p or genii'" .lai with his 
paws across, like the lion with which you p. ’d your 
court so well to the prince ; but I am convinced luc " a 
winter in Provence, under your fine sun, will bench, 
bis health surprisingly. 1 know, at least, that the last 
winters he spent at Paris were very severe. We have 
hitherto no reason to complain of this; there has been 
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■ glazed frost, bat fine sunishme ; I walk 
’he woods are' still very pleasant, and*eW?y 
thing so well planted and arranged, that it seems as if 
the leaves had fallen only that the sun mi^t shine^ 
through the avenues, and that we might et^oy our 
rambles. I sung the other day, 

Fourqui, cruel Hiver, ^urdes-tu te« rigueun? • 

1 was delighted to find that it Wes' not for you j but 
^ us wait the conclusion, for you know that from the 
Ipt^mity of the horizon, may come the most funous qf 
the oN^d/ul children of the North you are but too welh> 
acquainted with him, he has committed dreadful ra- 
vages with you^ but, under thl^ name of JBisef, 
tinue to enjoy his absence; this is a great advanta|^ 
You have given me an idea of a sound sleep, at the €1^3 
of a long walk, which has very much pleased me^ fb^ 
in the numt^ of thoughts that may agitate you, I am 
always afraid of your having no sleep after four in the 
morning, as I know has often been the case with you; 
such warm blood would but ill agree with Provehcef t\ 
cannot recommend too strongly to you the care of yojtic^ 
health, if you value mine, which is still excellent, t 
thought M. du Plessis would surprise you behind M. de| 
Vins ; here 1 expect you would be caught ; but to 
clcse-shaved, v' s, is a ridiculous co» 

trast. Hr it. ^ ' • * ' . Grignan, and isde-f 

ligh^' • ’ ^ , I magnificence, and tfaer: 

^ . > i,. , , . ^ ‘ What liarraony there if ^ 

. . ' ’ ' -.11 animated countenance f' 

/ . ; t; ’ ; .vtiat fine blue eyes, with black: 

graceful easy figure! she must either 

.ruel Winter, dost thou reserve thy rigours? * 

^ Fontaine’s fable of die Oak and die Reed, 
ue north-east wind. 
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^ W ft^iking Qjp very ioteresting, I know not exactly 
pray tpll me. 

* What say you to the example the king has st« 
melting down, all his beautiful plate ? Our duchess du 
Xude is quite in despair^ she has sent hers; madame do 
Chaulnes her table and candlestick- stands; and madame 
deLavardin the plate from Rome> convinced that her hus- 
band will not return there again: see if you can do any 
thing upon this occasion. I send you a letter from M. 

Plessis, in order to fix your imagination ; do not ap<r 
U) have seen it^ nor mention It to him ; confine 
j^ensures to deceit and mercenary yiews^ but /lot a 
ifOrd of the cote and the caff* I sincerely pity the poor 



l^f^ioiild not comprehend how my letter to madame de 
Zpom could find its way back; the reason is excellent; 
Cwill Iceep it for the first time her husb^^dies, for I 
say nothing else upon the occasion.' You scold 
Ipe for ^ing what you say too seriously ; yet who 
dliqpj^dse that* a man in Provence, where you are, 
be well, when you be is dead? I shall 

%pre careful in future, IMRR u less distance than 
ri^ce. I have corrected you, at least, with regard 
the commissions. I make them at the moment, and 
|||fS is not like poor Janet^s case, in which there is*no 
but that of a letter. dea'* child, I recommend 

to take care of yc at tUc^ "Hical times ; 

yourself quiet, if you lo^ 3 me. Z.*y s n and his 
are both returned from thv ir excarsicus ; ^hey ap* 
tofind me here, that 1 pity them for tia ing 
left pie. My daughter-in-law has got the head-aebt • 
Ae was overturned in her little journey, and received 
mne finises, and two of her beautiful horses, which 
were taken off, are lost, and no tidings are yel^heard of 
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on is very much vexed. The little household 
Srtn affliction. They will write to you on Wedocsday;, 


LETTER DCCCCLVir. 


TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks^ Wednesday, December 21, 16tp. 

I oo back, my dear countess, to the plswe where I left . 
" on Sunday. The beautiful little horses galloped awt;^'^ 
^thout stopping for a considerable time, like yo^ ' 
whd^it is not held with a tight rein. At lengthy 01% 
was fmhS at Vitr 4 j in a farm: the people at Vitre we^ 
astonished at seeing thii^ little feature at nightj 
great heat, completely harnesseo; and wished to 
some juatelligence of her, respecting my son. 
recollect the circumstance of Binaldo^s horse, 

Orlando found running with his harness wjthout 
master? What an affliction ! he knew 1^ of whom i 
\ ^uire; at length, he addressed hipiself to .tlje 
yu caval gendlt che di Rimldo, il tuo card ; 
aivenuto*, 1 do not know Rubicano^s. ana 
assure you that our two little animals are very 
some in the stable, to tb«* ' V satisfaction 
signore f. 



• . y.^"*’GNE. 

It ^ ^ ' V . ^tisfaction from 

^ ‘ health ta th^J 

^ . cal your 8ister*in*law hayi||^ 

v * a i . 1 oer fall, after a head^acbe tSF 

« f . little accidents are useful, to make ua 

* ' *ue, gentle steed, what is become of Rinaldo, thy detr 

^ afdwtr deer lord. 
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know the value of being relieved frotn them. 

beautiful little sister, that you are not sufficientTy * 
afiected at the king’s goodness, in allowing you to sell 
your company. Here is your son promoted to the rank 
of a colonel, almost free of expense to you ; he will 
have'good winter-quarters, both as captain and colonel, 
till he finds some one who is disposed to give him 1 2,000 
livres. This is all, I think, that you could have wished 
for upon the occasion. And what better could you 
de^re for Paulina, than to see her honourably settled 
a^^our estate of Avignon, with a lover who adores her, 
pd who was the first that sung her praises, and^^iiiade 
her name known in foreign lands ? Adieu, my charm-- 
ing little sister* 

, FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE THR YOUNGER. 
iVA 

I SWEAR to you, my dear sister, that I will never leave 
madame de Sevigne again; I fall down, 1 am over- 
turned, my head is broken, the moment I leave her 

S tection: but I am much more sensible to the pro- 
rities of ray pretty coiis-in, than lo my own little mis- 
ranes. I wish Paulina’s days may be woven with 
gold and silk, but not that she may pass them with her 
Boman lover. 

^ “ MADAME DE SEVIGNF ’'^V’'''rNUES. 

CouLANGES has written me a' long ente cal ing letter; 

must have written to you 2 ^ the same He has 

icnt me some verses, which 1 honour; kov ir. Mitro- 
duceg in them all the glorious periods of/Bome, w* xh 
i also honour ; he is cheerful, contented, and the 
T^rite of de Turenne*. How do you like this 

• Louis de U Tour, prince de Turciinc, died on the 4th of August, 
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‘ '^^th Paulina, request! the pope** 

' ; ar ry ci, ar.tl entreats his holiness to give'hm 
Avignon, which he will restore to your family ; she 
will be called the countess of Avignon. At length, 
he says, that old age surrounds him" he-doubts of some 
things on account of certain calculations ; but he main- 
taj^ that he is not sensible of it, either bodily or men* 
tally ; and I, in turn, assure you that 1 feel as he does, 
and that 1 do myself justice only by reflection. I rte 
more uneasy about your health than my own. Ho^ 
cotnes it, my dear child, that you are afflicted witl^ 
colic, which (•'impels you to keep your bed ? You were‘^ 
not so ill at Paris; would not the| ^'aters Paulina took 
this summer be of service to you? I heard at Bourde* 
lot, that the waters of Forges, with cooling medicines, 
are infinitely preferable to hot medicines, which thic^ n 
the blood, and add fuel to fire. You willjJ**perhap8, 
laugh at these reflections; bqt do not treat them light- 
\y, yon who reason better than all the faculty: take 
colFee also into consideration ; do you think it was in- 
jurious to you? This is dictated by my friendship and 
ignorance, and has no authority but experience. 

1 am very glad that y .. will have the chevalier's 
company this winter * « <. * in need of this com- 
fort: not becaii*’ i; . f , • this is a distei’ 

pered taste v ^ v ourt to him ; bt- 

he ha^ ' ' • ' .1 livres exactly in 

! <; ! - ,ae intention of the 

j. : ' • ' - ' ^ pushing his fortune, 

* t ' ; ^ ’ ry taste to good account. He 

' Jf. i A *-ty in this respect; and, with regartt 
Jr ' oas surpassed the most sanguine expect' 

.lie wounds he had received the preceding day in the battle ^ 
.airk. Hr was at Rorne in 1689. 
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4Eions : I say this without iutendiog to displetse b^n 
has found as much money as he has been able tu spend 
though far short of what he deserved ; but he wouh 
not even have remained here, if God had not stoppec 
him short in his career; and it is for his melancholy 
fate that the marquis is to be pitied ; for if it had beei 
allowed its full extent, our child would have requirec^m 
Vlier assistance ; but we must return to God submis 
i^ely, and follow your maxims. 
ff' I ask you a thousand pardons, chevalier, for whai-] 
riiave taken the liberty of saying ; why do you read my 
letters ? Do i speak to you f 

What say you to all the fine plate of the duchesrdc 
liUde, and that of many others, following the king^s t( 
the mint ? The king’s apartments have thrown tbre< 
millions into trade, which all together must make a greai 
circulation. ^Madam^^llli^^ has sent her tables, 

with her Ad candle^^iA- stands, and her beautiful gil 
toilet. The abbe Bigorr4 has sent me the edict, witt 
the increase in the value of money ; ah ! this it is that 
will enrich you, supposing your coffers are full. 1 
have just written to M. de Lamoignon ; I was willing 
to practise this stratagem, and content myself with a 
compliment ; but I have repented. 

Our readings are delightful. We have Abbadie *, and 
the History of the Church ; this is marrying the lute tc 
the voice. You are^.^k tuid oi ers; I know not 
how we could captivate yoi a whole .Tinur here. You 
skim lightly, and are not fd \d of history^;) md we hav^ 
no pleasure but when wc are attachcKl to our mbject, 
and make it a business. Sometimes, way of ch ange, 
we read les petites Letlres of Pascal ; good heavens ! Jio r. 


Author of la Vo 'dl de la Religim Chretieme, 
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they are> and how well my son reads them! 
5 ^ntly think of my daughter^ and how worthy 
^ i’ extreme propriety of reasoning would be: 
but your brotheir says, you find that it is alj^s the 
same thing: ah! so^mudi the betiUrj can1!||||^bea 
more perfect style, more finely wrought, more delicate 
unaffected raillery, or more nearly allied tc ♦he dia- 
Ijl^es of Plato, which are so very beautifi 
when, after the first ten letters, he addresses h^ 
tl^ R. P.s, what seriousness ! what solidity! wht ^ 

]^^t eloquence ! what a love of God and of truth r^: 
alhiy of supporting it, and of making it unde 
All this is to be found in the la|tt eight letters, wia^. 
are very different from the fiarmfer. I am persuaded 
you never did more than glance over them, selecting 
the most beautiful passages; but they should be read 
leisurely. Tell me whether the marquis will not have 
good winter-quarters ; this will be a consolation. 1 do 
not think that the chevalier will quite desert this regi- 
ment, or that M. de Montegut will discontinue his good 
advice to the young colonel. 


END OF THF ^ , GLUME. 
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